Chapter 12 Bra of Totalitarianism

ly order their victims to step over the fine, rized to mow that same man down.

gVIEW QUESTIONS
Why was Nikita Khmshchév cateful to distiguish Stalin from Lenin?

What charges against Stalin did Khrushchev highlight in his speech?
What image of Stalin did Khrushchev draw? _
How do you explain the ctruelty of the prison guards and the bureaucrats who

upervised them?
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of fire and he’s dead. Typical, Banal. shoot them, A guard was authorized to order a
ometimes the guards and sentries would ac-~ convict to cross the cordon, He was also autho-

6. The Rise of Italian Fascism

Benito Mussolini (1883-1945) started his political life as a socialist and in
1912 was appointed editor of Avanti, the leading socialist newspaper. During
“Wosld War I, Mussolini was expelled from thé Socialist Party for advocating Ita-
ly's entry into the conflict. Immediately after the war, he organized the National
Fascist Party. Exploiting labor unrest, fedr of Communism, and thwarted na-
tionalist hopes, Mussolini gained followers among veterans and the middle
class. Powerful industrialists and landowners, viewing the Fascists as a-bulwark
against Communism, helped to finance the young movement. An oppottunist,
Mussolini organized a march on Rome in 1922 to bring down the government.
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minister. Had Italian liberals and the king taken a firm s_tand, the goverhmeht
" could have easily crushed the 20,000 lightly armed marchers. '

_Benito Mﬁssoliﬁi -
?FASCIST DOC’I__'RINES RERX

“Ten years after he seized power, Mussolini, assisted py philosopher Giovanni
' Gentile (1875-1944), contributed an article to the Italian Encyclopedia in which
he discussed Fascist political and social doctrines. In this piece, Mussolini lauded
violence as a positive experience; attacked Marxism for denying idealism by sub-
jecting human beings to economic laws and for dividing the nation into warting
classes; and denounced liberal democracy for promoting individual selfishness at
the expense of the national community and for being unable to solve the nation’s
problems. The Fascist state, he said, required unity and power, not individual
freedom. The following excerpts are from Mussolini’s article. .

jy permissiofn. .

h German forces

King Victor Emmanuel, fearful of civil wars, appointed the Fascist leader prifne
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. Above all, Bascism. che more it considers
and observes the futare and the development
of humanity quite apart from political consid-
erations of the moment, believes neither in che
possibility not the utility of perperual peace.
[t thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism—
born of a renunciation of the struggle and an
act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice, War
elone brings up to its highest tension all human
energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon
the peoples who have the courage to meet it
All other trials are substitutes, which never
really put men into the position where they have
to make the great decision—the alternative of
life or death, Thus a doctrine whick is founded
upon this harmiul postulate of peace is hostile
to Fascism. And thus hostile to the spirit of
Fascism, chough accepted for whar use they can
be in dealing with parcicular political situations,
ate all the internacional leagues and socteties
which, as history will show, can be scatrered
to the winds when once strong national feeling
is atoused by any motive—sentimental, ideal,
ot practical, 'This anti-pacifist spirit is carried by
Eascism even into the life of the individual; the
proud motto of cthe Squadristaz, “Me ne frego”
[Tt doesn’t matter], written on the bandage of
the wound, is an act of philosophy not only
stoic, the summary of a doctrine not only po-
litical—ir is the education to combat, the ac-
-ceptation of the risks which combat implies,
and a new way of life for Iraly. Thus the Fascist
accepts life and loves it, knowing nothing of
and despising suicide: he rather conceives of lite
as duty and struggle and conquest, life which
should be high and full| lived for oneself, buc
above all for others—those who are at hand
and those who are far distant, contemporaties,
and those who will come after. . | |
... Fascism [is] the complete apposite of | . |
Marxian Socialism, the materialist conception of

Benico Mussolini, Ths Pafitizal and Socigl Dctrins 5
Fasefzm (New Yotk: Caraagie Endowment for [nternetionat
Conciliacion, 19351, pp. T—10, 12-13, 1517,

historyiaccording to which the history of Ty
civilization con be explained simply throuzl
the contlict of interests among the Viriang
social groups and by the change and devel.
opment {n the means and instrumencs of
production, That the changes in the €Cohomic
field—new discoveries of raw materials, pey
methods of wotking them, and the nveations
ot science—have their impottance no one can

deny: but that these factors are sufficient g
explain che history of humaniey excluding a]|
others is an absurd delusion. Fascism, now and
always, believes in holiness and in heroism; ehas
is to say, in actions influenced by no economic
motive, direct or indirect. And if the economic
conception of history be denied, according
to which theory men are no more than pup-
pets, catried to and fro by the waves of chance,
while the real directing forces are quite our of
their control, it follows that the existence of an
unchangeable and unchanging class-war is also
denied—the natural progeny of the economic
conception of history, And above all Fascism
denies that class-war can be the prepondetant
force in the transformation of sociery. . | .

After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole
complex system of democratic ideology. and
repudiates it, whether in its theoretical prem-
ises or in its practical application, Fascism
denies that the majority, by the simple fact thac
it is a majority, can direct human saciety; it
denies that numbers alone can govern by means
of a periodical consultation, and it affirms the
immutable, beneficial, and fruitful inequality
of mankind, which can never be permanently
leveled through the mere operation of a mechani-
cal process such as universal suffrage. . . .

... Fascism denies, in democracy, the absurd
conventional untruth of political equality dressed
out in the gatb of collective irresponsibility,
and the myth of "happiness” and indefinite
progress. . . .

-« Given that the nineteenth century was
the century of Socialism, of Liberalism, and of
Democracy, it does not necessarily follow that
the twentieth century musc also be a century of
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< dividualism (Libetalism always signifying
adividualisn) it may be expected that this will
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The foundation of Fascism is the concep-
on of the State, its cheracter, its duty, and its
rﬁ. Fascism conceives of the State as an.abso-
"i.e, in comparison with which all indi"nduals
£ groups are relative, only to be conceived of
cheir relation to the State, The conception
of the Liberal State is not that of a directing
ice, guiding the play and development, both
sterial and spiritual, of a collective body, but
ly a force limited to the function of record-
esults: on the othes hand, the Fascist State
tself conscious and has itself a will and a
personality—thus it may be called the “ethic”
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. The Hascist State organizes the nation,
t‘leaves a sufficient matgin of liberty to the
individual; the latter is deprived of all useless
and possibly harmful freedom, but retains what
essential; the deciding power in this gues-
n-cannot be the individual, but the Stace

. For Bascism, the growth of empire, that
to say the expansion of the nation, is an

EVIEW QUESTIONS
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essential manifestation of vitalicy, and its oppo-
site a sign of decadence. Peoples which are ris-
ing, or rising again after a period of decadence,
are always imperialist; any renunciation is a
sign of decay and of deach, Fascism is the doc-
trine best adapted to represent cthe tendencies
znd the aspitations of a people, like the people
of Italy, who are rising again after many cen-
turies of abasement and foreign servitude, But
empire demands discipline, the coordination of
all forces and a deeply felt sense of duty and
sacrifice: this fact explains many aspects of the
practical working of the régime, the character
of many forces in the State, and the necessarily
severe measutes which must be taken against
those who would oppose this spontanecus and
inevitable movement of Ttaly in the twentieth
century, and would oppose it by recalling the
outworn ideology of the nineteenth century—
repudiated wheresoever thete has been the
courage to undertake great experiments of
social and political cransformation; for never
before has the nation stood mote in need of au-
thority, of direction, and of order. If every age
has its own characteristic doctrine, there are a
thousand signs which point to Fascism as the
characteristic doctrine of our time. Por if a doc-
trine must be a living thing, this is proved by
the fact that Fascism has cteated a living faith;
and thar this faith is very powerful in the minds
of men is demonstrated by those who have
suftered and died for it.

Why did Benito Mussolini consider pacifism to be the enemy of Pascism?

age. ...

racy, the absued ¥ hy did Mussolini attack Marxism?

equ':ili ey dressed How did Mussolini view majority rule and equality?

) rpe What relationship did Mussolini see between the individual and the state?
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atrol engendered Many extreme racist-nationalist’and paramﬂitary orgamzatmns sprang up in
ople, prevents the . postwat Germany. Adolf Hitler (1889- 1945), a veteran of World War 1, }omed

these faces from . " one of these orgamzatmm, which became known as the Natlonal SoclallSt

ate moving about - German Worket’s Party (commonly called the Nazi Party) H1t1ers uncanny
consciousness of insight into the state of mind of postwar Germans, along with h1s extraordp- :
sime. They do not nary oratorical gifts, enabled him to gain control of the party. ‘Had it'not been

) : for the Great Depression that began in late 1929, the National Soc1a115ts might .
_g;,ssg ng into the’ have remained a relatively small and m51gn1ﬁcant party, a mmor 1rr1tant out-'
he intelligence E * side the mainstream of German politics. In 1928 the Nams had 810 000 votes, in_
o a man’s life by - 1930, during the Depresston, their share of votes soared to 6, 400 000. To many o
to sleep. For we - " Germans, the Depression was final evldence that the Weimar Repubhc had fmled L
nicipal lodgings © Hitler and the National Socialists would come to power in 1933, '
o still move as j
aamber. . . . , - .
ith the breath of AdOlf Hltle_r .
much food into MEIN MMPF "
a sickening smell SR
errible to me, and + In the “Beer Hall Putsch” of November 1923, Hitler attempted to overthrow the
S‘?Lf . It is painful state government in Bavaria as the first step in bringing down the Weimar Repubhc o
t 18 no. 10‘1.8“ ho- - But the Nazis quickly scattered when the Bavarian police operied fire, Hitler was. -~
cxpericncing t_his- . arrested and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment—he served only nine months,
I'should prefer to While in prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle) (1925-1926), in which he-
gas, to jJump Into presented his views. The book came to be regarded as an authoritative expresszon of "
gh place, if T were the Nazi worldview and served as a kind of sacred writing for the Nazi movement: ’
‘hat I had to live Hitler’s thought—a patchwork of nineteentli-century anti-Semitic, Volkish,-
ut I have had too - Social Darwinist, and anti-Marxist ideas—contrasted sharply with the core values
ast even myself. If of both the Judeo-Christian and the Enlightenment traditions. Central to Hitler’s
uld 1 fe;’f‘“}’ come worldview was racial mythology: a heroic Germanic race that was descended
10w An‘m_jais die, from the ancient Aryans, who once swept across Europe, and was battling "
go on living. for survival against racial inferiors. In the following passages, Hitler presents his

views of race, of propaganda, and of National Socialist territorial goals.
THE PRIMACY OF RACE one. Otherwise its routine labors of promoting

Nature does not want a paiting of weaker
individuals with stronger ones; it wants even
less a mating of-a h1gher race wath a weaker

thousands of years would be wiped out.

Mésir Kampf, Central Publishers of the NSDAP, Franz
Eher Nachf, Munich. Copytight vol. I 1925, vol. IT 1927,

.

»

a higher breed lasting pethaps over hundreds of

History offers much evidence for this process.
It proves with terrifying clarity that any genetic
_ mixture of Aryan blood with people of a lower
Excerpts translated by T. H. Vou Laue from Adolf Hitler, quality undermines the culturally superior
people. The population of North America con-
by Eranz Eher Nachf, Verlag Gambit, Munich, All rights ~ SIStS to a large extent of Germanic elements,
teserved. Reprinted by permission of Angela Von Laue, which have mixed very little with inferior
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people of celot. Central and Scuth America
shows a different humanicy and culvure: here
Latin immigrants mised with the aborigines,
sometimes on a jarge scale. This example aloge
allows a clear recognition of the effects of racial
mixtures, Remaining racially pure the Germans
of North America rose to be masters of their
continent; chey will remain mascets as long as
they do not defile their blood.

The result of mixing races in short {s: 2)
lowering the cultural level of the higher race:
k) physical and spiritual retrogression and thus
the beginning of a slow but progressive decline.

To promote such a development means no
less than committing sin against the will of the
eternal creator, , .,

Evervthing that we admire on earth—
science, technology, invention—is the creative
product of only a few people, and perhaps origi-
nally of only a7¢ race; our whole culture depends
upon them, If chey perish, the beauties of the
earth will be buried. . ..

Alf great culeures of the past perished because
the original creative race was destroyed by the
poisoning of its blood.

Such collapse always happened because
people forgot that all cultures depend on human
beings. In order to preserve a given culture it
is necessary to preserve the human beings who
created it. Culcural preservation in this world is
tied to the iron law of necessity and the right to
victory of the stronger and better, . . .

If we divide humanity into three categories:
into founders of culture, bearers of culture, and
destroyets of culture, the Arvan would undoube-
edly rate first, He established the foundations
and walls of all human progress, . . .

The mixing of blood and the resulting lower-
ing of racial cohesion is the sole reason why cul-
tures perish. People de not perish by defeat in war,
but by losing the power of resisrance inherent in
pure blood.

All that is not pure race in this world is
chaff. . .,

A state which in the age of racial poisoning
dedicates itself to the cultivation of its best racial
elements will one day become master of the world.

Semitism was a powertu! legac,
delle: Ages and the unsetiling
brought about by rapid industrial-
1 it was [inked to racist doctrines thas
asserted the Jews were Inherently wicked
and bore dangerous ractal qualities, Hitler
grasped the political potential of aptj.
Semitism: by concentrating all evil in ane
enemy; he could provide non-Jews with an
emotionally satisfving explanation for al|
thelr misfortunes and thus manipulate and
anify the German people.

ANTI-SEMITISM

The Jew offers the most powerful contrase
to the Aryan. . . . Despite all their seemingly
intelleceual qualities the Jewish people are
without true culture, and especially without a
culture of cheir own, What Jews seem to possess
as culture is the property of others, for the most
part corrupted in their hands.

In judging che Jewish position in regard to
human culture, we have to keep in mind their
essential characteristics, There never was—
and still is no—Jewish arc. The Jewish people
made no original contribution to the two queen
goddesses of all arts: architecture and music.
Whar they have contributed is bowdlerization
or spiritual theft, Which proves that Jews lack
the very qualities distinguishing creative and
cultturally blessed races. ., . .

The firsc and biggest lie of Jews is that
Jewishness is not a matter of race but of religion,
from which inevitably follow even mare lies.
One of them refers to the language of Jews, It is
not a means of expressing their thoughrs, but
of hiding them, While speaking French a Jew
thinks Jewish, and while he cobbles togecher
some German verse, he merely expresses che
mentality of his people,

As long as che Jew is nor master of other
peoples, he must for better or worse speak their
languages. Yet as soon as the others have be-
come his servants, then all should learn 2 uni-
versal language (Esperanto for instance). so
that by these means the Jews can rule more
easily, . . .
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Eor houts the blackhaired Jewish boy lies
in wait, with satanic joy on his face, for the
nsuspecting girl whom he disgraces with his
blood and thereby robs her from her people, He
tries by all means possible to destroy the racial
foundations of the people he wants to subjugate,

But a people of pute race conscious of its blood
can nevet be enslaved by the Jew; he remains
forever a fuler of bastards.

Thus he systematically attempts to lower
cacial putity by racially poisoning individuals.

In politics he begins to replace the idea of
democracy with the idea of the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

He found his weapon in the organized Masxist
masses, which avoid democracy and instead
help him to subjugate and govern people dicta-
torially with his brutal fists. -

Systematically he works toward a double
revolution, in economics and politics:

With the help of his international contacts
he enmeshes people who effectively resist his at-
tacks from within in a net of external enemies
whom he incites to War, and, if necessary, goes
on to unfurling the red flag of revolution over
the bartlefield. s

He batters the national economies until the
ruined state enterprises are ptivatized and sub-
ject to his financial control. o

In politics he refuses to give the state the
means for its self-preservation, destroys the bases
of any national self-derermination and defense,
wipes out the faith in {eadership, denigrates the
hiscoric past, and pulls everything truly great
into the gutter, :

In cultural affairs he pollutes art, literature,
theatre, befuddles national sentiment, subverts
all concepts of beauty and grandeur, of nobleness
and goodaess, and reduces people to. their lowest
nature,

Religion is made ridiculous, custom and
morals are declared outdated, until the last props
of national chasacter in the batele for sutvival
have collapsed. ... . =~ :

Thus the Jew is the big rabbla-rouser for the
complete destruction of Germany. Wherever it
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the world we vead about atacks on Germany, Jews
are the source, just ai in peace and during the wat
the newspapers of both the J wwish stock market and
the Marxists systematically incited hatred againit
Germany. Country after counivy §ave up its nestrality
and joined the world war coalizion in disregard of the
trie interest of the people.

Jewish thinking in ail this is clear, The
Bolshevization of Germany, i.e., the destruc-
tion of the German national people—oriented
inteiligentsia and thereby the exploitation of
Gesrman labor undes the yoke of Jewish global
finance ate but the prelude for the expansion
of the Jewish tendency to conquer the world.
As so often in history, Germany is the turning
point in this mighty struggle, If our people and
our state become the victims of blood-thirsty
and money-thirsty Jewish tyrants, the whole
world will be enmeshed in the tentacles of this
octopus. If, however, Germany liberates itself
from this yoke, we can be sure that the greatest
threat to all humanity has been broken. . ..

-

Hitler was a master propagandist and
advanced his ideas on propaganda tech-

“niques in Mein Kampf. He mocked the
learned and book-oriented German liber-
als and socialists who he felt were entirely
unsuited for modern mass politics. The suc-
cessful jeader, he sald, must win over the
masses through the use of simple ideas and
images, constantly repeated, to control the
mind by evoking primitive feelings. Hitler
contended that mass meetings were the
maost effective means of winning followers.
What counted most at these demonstra-
tions, he said, was willpower, strength, and |
unflagging determination radiating from the
speaker to every single individual in the
crowd.

-

PROPAGANDA AND
MASS RALLIES
The task of propaganda does not iie in che scien-

cific training of individuals, but in directing the
masses toward certain facts, events, necessities,




364 Pary Thesz W

ete,, whose significance is ro be brought to their
attention,

The essential skill consises in domg thizs so
well that you convince people about the reality
of a fact, about the nzcessity of an event, about
the correctness of something necessary, etc, . | .
You always have to appeal to the emotions and
far less to the so-called intellect. . . .

The art of propaganda lies in sensing the
emotional temper of the broad masses, so that
vou, in psvchologically effective form, can catch
their attantion and move their hearts. . |,

The attention span of the masses is verv
short, their understanding limited; chev easilv
forget, For chat reason all effective propaganda
has to concentrate on vety tew points and drive
them home through simple slogans, until even
the simplest can grasp what you have in mind,
As sovon as vou give up this principle and
become too complex, you will lose your effective-
ness, because the masses cannor digest and re-
tain what you have offeted. You thereby weaken
vour case and in the end lose it altogether,

The fatget the scope of your case, the more
psychologically correct must be the method of
your ptesentation. . . .

The task of propaganda lies not in weighing
right and wrong, but in driving home your own
point of view, You cannot objectively explore
the facts that favor others and present them in
docteinaire sincerity to the masses. You have to
push relentlessly your own case. . . .

Even the most brilliant propaganda will not
produce the desired results unless it follows this
fundamental rule: You must stick to limiting
yourself to essentials and repeat them endlessly,
Persiscence on this point, as in so many other
cases in the world, is the first and most important
precondition for success. . . .

FPropaganda does noc exist to furnish inter-
esting diversions 1o blasé young dandies, but to
convince above all the masses, Tn their clumsi-
ness they always require a long lead before they
are ready to take notice. Only by thousandfold
repetition will the simplest concepts stick in
their memories.

No variation of your presetitation should ¢l
the conrent of your propaganda; vou alvays |

JH e

e
G come to the same conclusion, You MY wang »,

highlight vour slogans from varicus sid €5, DUE a¢
the end you always have to reatiirm it, Only
sistent and uniform propaganda will suceeed, |

Everv advertisement, whethet in businzss 4
politics, derives its success from its petsisten ¢
and uniformity. . . .

COn-

The viass mesting is .. negessary
ineipiant supporier of @ new political wos
Jeel bomely andd anxionsly isolared, He needr
start @ sase of @ barger commmnity which aming poy
Pesple praduces vitality and cotivage, The same mup
as member of a military company or baree].
fon and surrounded by his comrades will more
lightheattedly join an attack than if he were 4]
by himself. In a crowd he feels more sheltered,
even if reality were a thousandfold againse hism,

The sense of community in & mass demonstra-
tion not only empowers the individual, but ake
promotes an esprit de corps, The person whao i
his business or workshop is the first to represent
a new political creed is likely to be exposed to .
heavy discrimination. He needs the reassurance
that comes from the conviction of being o mem-
ber and a fighter in a large comprehensive orgai-
zation, The sense of this organization comes frst
to him in a mass demonstration. When he for the
first time goes from a perty workshop or from
a large factory, whete he feels insignificant, toa
mass demonstration surrounded by thousands
and thousands of like-minded fellows—when he
as a secker is gripped by the intoxicating surge
of enthusiasm among three or four thousand
othets—when the visible success and the consen-
sus of thousands of othets prove the correctness
of his new political creed and for the first time
atouse doubts about his previous political convic-
tions—then he submits to the miraculous influ-
ence of what we call “mass suggestion,” The wil,
the yearning, and also the power of thousands of
tellow citizens now rill every individual, The
man who full of doubts and uncerrain entess such
a gathering, leaves it inwardly strengthened; e
has become a member of a community. . . .
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Hitler was an extreme nationalist who
wanted a reawakened, racially united
Germany to expand eastward at the expense
of the Slavs, whom he viewed as racially

inferior.

LEBENSRAUM

A peaple gains i5 Freedom of existence only by occupying
o sufficiently large space on earth. . . .

If the N. ational Secialist movement véally wanis to
achieve @ ballowed mission. in bistory for our peaple,
iz must, in painful awareness of its position in the
world, boldly and methadically fight against the aim-
Jessmoss and incapacity which have bitherto guided
the foreign policy of the Gernan people. 1t must then,
without respect for “tradition” and prejudice, find
the conrage to rally the German people v a Joreeiul
advance on the road which leads from their presont
cramped living space to new territories, In this manner
they will be liberated from the danger of perishing or
being enslaved in sevvice bo otbers. :

The National Socialist movement must try to end
the disproporvion between ouy nimerous population and
its limited living space [Lebensrauml, the sonrce of
our food as well as the base of our power—Dbetween
our historic past and the hopelesiness of our present
impotenge. . . .
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The demand for resioring the boundaries of 1914
is a political nonsense with consequences 5o huge
a5 io make it appear a crime——quite apart from
the fact that our pre-war boundaries were any-
shing but logical. They neither united all peaple of
German nationality nor served strategic-political
RECELTIEY. .+ 1 -

In the light of this fact we National Socialists
must tesofutely stick to our foreign policy goals,
namely to secure for the German pesple the territorial
base to which they ave entitled, This is the only goal
which befote God and our German posterity
justifies shedding our blood. . . .

Just as our forebears did not receive the soil
on which we live as a gift from heaven—they
had to risk their lives for it—so in future we
will not secure the living space for our people
by divine grace, but by the might of the victori-
ous sword.

However much all of us recognize the
necessity of a reckoning with France, it would
remain ineffectual if we thereby limited the
scope of our foreign policy. It makes sense
only if we consider it as a rear-guard action
for expanding our living space elsewhere in
Eutope. . .. .

If we speak today about gaining tetritory in
Eutope, we think primarity of Russia and its
border states. . . .

Kurt G. W. Ludecke |

THE DEMAGOGIC ORATOR
Nazi popularity grew partly due to Hitler’s power as an orator to play on
the dissatisfactions of postwar Germans. with the Weimar Republic. In the
. following selection from I Knew Hitler—The Story of @ Nazi Who Escaped
* the Blood Purge (1937), Kurt G. W. Ludecke, an early supporter of Hitler
‘who later broke with the Nazis, describes Hitler’s ability to mesmerize his
audience. Placed in a concentration camp shortly after Hitler came to power,

he escaped and fled ro the United States. The fortunate Ludecke eluded
the blood purge that Hitler instituted against people considered a threat to

his rule.
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oo [Wihen the Nuzis marched into the
Koenigspiatz with banners flying, their bands
plaving stirring Getman marches, they were
greeted with tremendous cheers. An excited,
expectant crowd was now filling the beauciful
squate to the last inch and overflowing into sur-
rounding streets. They were well over a hun-
dred thousand. . . . I was close enough to see
Hitler's face, watch every change in his expres-
sion, heat every word he said.

When the man stepped forward on the plat-
form, there was almost no applause. He stood
sileac for a moment. Then he began to speak,
quietly and ingratiatingly at first. Before long his
voice had risen to a hoatse shriek that gave an ex-
trzordinary effect of an intensity of feeling. There
were many high-pitched, rasping notes, . , .

Crirically I'studied this slight, pale mary, his
brown hair parted on one side and falling again
and again over his sweating brow. Threatening
and beseeching, with small, pleading hands and
flaming, steel-blue eves, he had the look of a
fanatic,

Presently my critical faculey was swept away,
Leaning from the tribune as if he were trying
to impel his inner seif into the consciousness of
alf these thousands, he was holding the masses,
and me wich them, under a hypnotic spell by
the sheer fotce of his conviceion.

He urged the revival of German honor and
manhood with a blast of words that seemed to
cleanse. “Bavaria is now the most German land
in Germany!” he shouted, to roaring applause,
Then, plunging into sarcasm, he indicted the
leaders in Berlin as “November Criminals,” dar-
ing to put into words thoughts that Germans
were now almost afraid to think and certainly
to voice.

It was clear that Hitler was feeling the
exaltation of the emotional response now

Kure GW. Ludecke, I Kusw HitlerThe e of o Nazi
Whs Esvapred the Blusd Prree (1957, Used by permission
of AMS Press,

surging up toward him from his thousands of
hearers,

His voice rising to passionate climases, e
tinished his speech with an anthem of hate
against the “Novemberlings” and a pledge of
undring love for the Facherland, “German.
must be free!” was his final defiant slogan,
Then two last words chat were [ike the st
of a lash:

“Deutichland Erwache!™

Awake, Germany! There was thunder.
ous applause. then the masses took a sol.
emn cath “to save Germany in Bavaria from
Bolshevism.”

ng

I do not know how to describe the emotions
that swept over me as I heard this man. His
words were like 2 scourge. When he spoke of
the disgrace of Germany, I felt ready to spring
on any enemy. His appeal to German manhood
was iike a call to arms, the gospel he preached
a sacred truth, He seemed another Luther. T
forgoc everything but the man; then, glancing
round, I saw that his magnetism was holding
these thousands as one.

Of course I was ripe for this experience.
I'was a man of thirty-two, weary of disgust and
disillusionment, a wandeter secking a cause;
2 patriot without a channel for his patrio-
tism, a yearner after the heroic without a hero,
The intense will of the man, the passion of his
sincerity seemed to flow from him into me,
Texperienced an exaltation that could be likened
only to religious conversion,

I felt sure that no one who had heard
Hitler that afternoon could doubt that he
was the man of destiny, the vitalizing force in
the future of Germany. The masses who had
streamed into the Koenigsplatz wirh a stern
sense of national humiliation seemed to be
going forth renewed,

The bands scruck up, the thousands began o
move away, I knew my search was ended, I had
found myself, my leader, and my cause,
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Thomas Mann -

barbaric modes of behavior.

. The economic decline of the middle classes
was accompanied-—ot even preceded—Dby a
feeling which amounted to an intellectual
rophecy and critique of the age: the sense that
ere was a Ctisis which heralded the end of the
Jourgeois epoch that came it with the French
avolution and the notions appettaining to it.
here was proclaimed a new merital attitude
ot all mankind, which should have nothing to
do with bourgeois principles such-as freedom,
stice, culture, optimism, faith in progress. As
ft, it gave vent to expressionistic soul-shrieks;
philosophy it repudiaced . . . reason, and the ...
idéological conceptions of bygone decades; it
éxpressed itself as an irrationalistic throwback,
placing the conception life ac the cencre of
thought, and raised on its standard the pow-
ors of the unconscious, the dynamic, the darkly
‘creative, which alone were life-giving. Mind,
uite simply the intellectual, it put under
‘taboo as destructive of life, while- it set up
or homage as the true inwardness of life . ..
he darkriess of the soul, the holy procreative

derworld. Much of this nature-religion, by its
ety essence inclining to the orgiasticand to . ..
genzied] excess; has gobe into the national-
sin of our day, making of it something quite

Reprinted by the permission of Regal Literary, Inc. as
dgents for S, Fischer Verlag from Thomas Mann, Detitsche
CAnsprache: ein Appell an die Vernunft [Order of the Day:
Political Bsseys and Speaches of Two Decades}. Copyright
©-1930, 1994 by Fischer Verlag GmbH, Frankfurt am
Main. All rights reserved by §. Fischer Verlag GmbH,
Frankfurt am Main,

« AN APPEAL TO REASON"

In 1931, two yeats before Hitler took power, the internationally prominent
German author Thomas Maon (1875--1955) wrote an article entitled “An Appeal
té Reason,” in which te discussed the crisis in the European soul that gave rise to
Fascisin. He saw National Socialism and the extreme nationalism it espoused as
a rejection of the Western rational tradition and as a regression to primitive_and

different from the nationalism of the nineteenth
century, with its bousgeois, strongly cosmopoli-
tan and humanitarian cast, It is distinguished
in its character as a nacure-cule, precisely by its
absolute unrestraint, its orgiastic, radically
anti-humane, frenziedly dynamic character. ...

... And there is even more: tliere are other
intellectual eléments come to strengthen this
national-social political movement—-a certain
ideology, 2 Notdic creed, a Germanistic roman-
ticism, from philological, academic, professorial
sphetes. It addresses the Gefrmany of 1930 ina
highflown wishy-washy jatgon full of mystical
good feeling, with hyphenated prefixes like
race- and folk- and fellowship-, and lends to the
movement a . . . fanatical cult-barbarism, . ..
dangetous and estranging, with . . . power to
clog and stultify the brain. . ..

Fed, then, by such intellectual and pseudo-
intellectual currents as these, the movement
which we sum up undet the name of national:
socialism and which has displayed such a powér
of enlisting recruits to its banner, mingles
with the mighty wave-—a wave of anomalous
barbatism, of primitive popular vulgarity—
that sweeps over the wortld today, assailing the
nerves of mankind with wild, bewildering,
stimulating, intoxicating sensations. .
Humanity seems to have run like boys let
out of schoo! away from the humanitatian,
idealistic nineteenth century, from whose
morality—if we can speak at all of morality in
this connection—our time represents a wide and
wild reaction. Bverything is possible, everything
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permitted as & weapon against buman decency;

it we have gor-tid of the idea of freedom as a relic
of the bourgeois state of mind, as though an idea
so bouad vp with all Buropean feeling, vpon
which Burope has been founded, for whick she
has made such sacrifices, could ever be utterly
lost—it comes back again, this cast-off concep-
tion, in a guise sulted to the tite: as demoraliza-
tion, as a mockery of all human auchority, as a free
tein to instinces, as the emancipation of brucaliey.
the dictatosship of force, . . Inall this violénce
demonstrates itself, and demonstrates nothing
but vielence, and even thae is unnecessary, for atl

REVIEW QUESTIONS

o o=

SN}

~other considerations ace fallen away, mant does

aot any longer believe in them, and so the read s
free (o vilgaricy withoue restraint.

T'his fantastic state of mind, of 2 humanity
that has oucrun its ideas, is matched by a peliti-
cal scene in che grotesque style, with Salvation
Army methods, hallefujahs and bell-ringing
and dervishlike repetition of monotonous catch-
words, until evervbody foams at the mouth.
Fanaticism curns into a means of salvation, en-
thusiasm into epileptic ecstasy, politics becomes
an opiate for the masses, , . . and reason veils
her face,

- How did Adolt Hitler account for cultural greacness? Cultural decline?
What comparisons did Hitler draw between Atyans and Jews?
What kind of evidence did Hitler offer for his anti-Semitic arguments?

. Theodor Mommsen, a nineteenth-century Gerrman historian, said that snti-
Semites do not listen to “logic and ethical arguments. . | . They listen only to

their own envy and hatred, to the meanest instinces.” Discuss this statement,

SGE

them to be achieved? :
7. How did Hitler mesmerize his sudience?

What insights did Hitler have into mass psychology and propaganda?
What foreigh policy goals did Hitler bave-for Germany? How did he expect

8. According ro Thomas Mann, what new mental actjtude emerged thait heralded

‘the end of the bourgeois age?

N

9, How did Mann view extreme nationalism and Nacional Socialisr?
10. What did Mana mean by “politics becomes an opiate for the masses”?

- 9 The Leader-State

el

Adolf Hitler came to power by legal imeans, appointed chancellor by President
" Paul von Hindenburg on January 30, 1933, according to the constitution of the
Weimar Republic. Thereafter, however, he proceeded to dismantle the legal
structure of-the Weimar system and replace it with an inflexible dictatorship that
revolved around his person. Quickly reacting to the popular confusion caused
by the suspicious Reichstag (German Parliament} fire, Hitler issued a decree on
February 28 that suspeaded all guarantees of civil and individual freedom. In
March, the Reichstag adopted the Enabling Act, which vested all legislative pow-
ers in his hands, Then Hitler proceeded to destroy the autonomy of the federal
- states, dissolve the trade unions, outlaw other political parties, and end freedam
of the press. By the time he eliminated party rivals in a blood purge on June 30,

1934, the consolidation of power was complete. Meanwhile, much of Germany's

it i e i,
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statesmen, aftists, and others who distinguish
themselves by their special accomplishments
(for example, in economic life, politics, sports).
Determine the preponderant race and admix-
ture, according to physical characteristics, Re-
peat this excrcise with the pictutes of great men
of all nations and times.-

- a, When viewing monuments, busts, etc,,
be sure to pay attention to the race of the
person portrayed with respect to figure, bearing,
and physical characteristics. Try to harmonize
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these determinations with the features of the
racial soul.

9. Observe people whose special racial features
have drawn your attention, also with respect to
their bearing when moving ot when speaking.
Observe theit expressions and gestures.

10. Observe the Jew: his way of walking,
his bearing, gestures, and mavements when
talking.

11, What strikes you ebout the way a Jew
talks and sings?

Louis P. Lochner
BOOK BURNING

capital.

The whole civilized world was shocked when on
the evening of May 10, 1933, the books of authots
displeasing to the Nazis, including even those of
our own Helen Kellet, were solemaly burned on
the immense Franz Joseph Platz between the Uni-
versity of Betlin and the State Opera on Unter den
Linden, I was a witness to the scene,

All afternoon Nazi raiding patties had gone
into public and private libraties, throwing onto
the streets such books as Dr, [Josephl Goebbels
[Nazi Progaganda Minister} in his supreme
wisdom had decided were unfit for Nazi
Germany. From the streets Nazi columns of
beerhall fighters had picked up these discarded
volumes and taken them to the squate above
referred to.

Louis P. Lochner, ed., The Goebbels’ Diaries 194243
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1948), pp. 17-18.

The anti-intellectualism of the Nazis was demonstrated on May 10, 1933, when
the principal German student body organized students for a book-burning
festival. In university towns, students consigned to the flames books that were
considered a threat to the Germanic spirit, many of them written by prominent
Jewish authors. Louis P, Lochner (1887-1975), head of the Associated Press
Bureau in Berlin, provided an eyewirness account of the scene in the German

Here theé heap grew higher and higher, and
every few minutes another howling mob arrived,
adding more books to the impressive pyre.
Then, as night fell, students from the univer-
sity, mobilized by the little doctor, performed
veritable Indian dances and incantations as the
flames began to soar skywatd.

When the orgy was at its height, a cavalcade
of cats drove into sight. It was the Propaganda
Ministet himself, accompanied by his body-
guard and a number of fellow torch bearers of
the new Nazi Kuitar.

“Fellow students, German men and
women!” he said as he stepped before a micro-
phone for ali Germany to hear him. “The age of
extreme Jewish intellectualism has now ended,
and the success of the Getman revolution has
again given the right of way to the German
spirit. . ..



i Crisds

372 Part Tl Wes

“You are doing the right thing in com-
mitting the evil spirit of the past to the
flames at chis late hour of the night, 1t is
a strong, great, and symbolic act—an act
that is to bear witness before all the world to
the fact that the spiritual foundation of the
November Republic has disappeared. From

“The pest is Iving in flames, The future will
rise from the Aames within our own hearts, | |,
Brightened by these flames our vow shall be:
The Reich and the Nation and out Fuehrar
Adolf Hitler: Heil! Heil! Heil!”

The few foreign correspondents who had
taken the trouble to view this “symbolic act”

were stunned. What had happened to the “Land

l§
! the ashes there will rise the phoenix of the
' spirit, . .. of Thinkers and Poets?” they wondered.

Stephen H. Roberts
THE NUREMBERG RALLY, 1936 1

Symbolic of the Nazi regime were the monster rallies staged at Nuremberg.
Scores of thousands roared, marched, and worshiped at their leader's feet.
These true believers, the end product of Nazi indoctrination, celebrated Hitlet's
achievements and demonstrated their loyalty to their savior. Everything was
brilliantly orchestrated to impress Germans and the world with the irresistible
power, determination, and unity of the Nazi movement and the greatness of the
Fiihrer. Armies of youths waving flags, storm troopers bearing weapons, and
workers shouldering long-handled spades paraded past Hitler, who stood at at-
tention, his arm extended in the Nazi salute. The endless columns of marchers,
the stirring martial music played by huge bands, the forest of flags, the chant-
; ing and cheering of spectators, and the burning torches and beaming spotlights
' united the participants into a racial communiry. “Wherever Hitler leads we fol-

low,” thundered thousands of Germans in a giant chorus. The Nuremberg rallies

 were among the greatest theatrical performances of the twentieth century.
Stephen H. Roberts, an Australian professor of history who was in Germany
from November 1935 to March 1937, observed firsthand the 1936 party rally at

Nuremberg, His description of the event, first published in 1938, follows.

The Rally opened in the huge Congress Hall,
where 60,000 people gathered to listen to Hit-
ler's proclamation on his achievements of the
last three years. Hundreds of swastika banners

filed in, to the impressive music of the Sang of

the Standards, and formed a solid mass of red and
gold at the hack of the stage, Every device of

Stephen H, Roberts, The Hunse That Hirler Buil:
(New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1938).
o 138-142.

music and colouted light was used to keep the
aumosphere tense, and the spotlight that played
on the giant swastika behind the banners ex-
erted an influence that was almost hypnotic, ...
The atmosphere was most strained and unteal.
The speakers deliberately plaved on the feelings of
the people. At intervals, when something partic-
ularly impressive was tead out, a curious tremor
swept the crowd, and all around me individuals
uctered a strange cry, a kind of emotional sigh chat
invariably changed into a shout of “Heil Hirler".
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impassioned speeches that “the Brown Army
must march again, as it has marched in the
past, if Bolshevism raises its challenging head in
Germany or on Getmany'’s frontiers.” ...

That Sunday aftetnoon every Brownshirt and
every Black Guard in Nuremberg filed past Hitler
in the central squate of the town. For five and a
half houts they marched in columns of twelve, and
the whole time Hitler stood ezect, punctiliously
acknowledging every saluce and never showing
fazigue. Géring” obtained relief by leaning against
the side of Hitler’s car, and the standard-bearers
had to be relieved every half-hout, but Hitler went
on to the end-—and then dashed away to other
lecrures and a round of committee meetings. Any-
body doubting his physical strength need only
look at his list of engagements that day. . .,

So the week closed—a triumph of organiza-
tion and showmanship. A million and a quarcer
visitors were crammed into a town of 400,000
people, and every man—indeed, every guest—
was moved about as if he were under orders. In
fact, it was said that, amongst its many put-
poses, the Patrty Rally was a miniature mobi-
lization. As & display of mass organization and
as a colourful spectacle, the Rally could scarcely
be surpassed; but, as one left Nuremberg with
Hitler's closing speech against the Bolsheviks
ringing in one’s eats, one wondered about many
things. One felt deadened by the endless reit-
eration of a few simple motives, Everything
was hammered in at a relentless pace, until one
craved for solitude and quietness. Undoubt-
edly this was a new Germany one was seeing,
with a new kind of patriotism; but the values,
clad with mysticism and pseudo-religious cer-
emonies though they were, made one conscious
of an impassable mental gulf between Nazi
Germany and the cutside democracies,

SHermann Géring (1893-1946) was the founder of the
Nazi air force (the Luyfhwaffe), director of economic plan-
ning, originator of the Gestape and the concentration
camps, and second in command to Hitler, —Eds,




