FARM USE

Joy Castro

After the divorce, my mother’s first entrepreneurial effort fails. She opens a
resale clothing shop and gives it a clever name: Encore. But in small-town
West Virginia, people’s used finery is a shabby thing. Her clientele has none
of the chic-girl-down-on-her-luck wit the name deserves. Instead of Jean
Rhys heroines, she attracts fat, bad-smelling women who slap their kids.
There is nothing vintage to find. Her racks hold only the same clothes that
once hung at Hill’s and Heck’s, the budget department stores. But they’re
dingier, with the smell of stale closets. At the counter, irritated women
claim their things are worth more than my mother thinks.

Even in the black-and-white wedd%@w
toueh of sleaze, a come-hither Joan Collins glint. My father’s face is young,
eager, shining; he looks toward her. She looks at the camera, chin lowered,
one white satin toe pointed forward, eyes leveling their invitation.

Once she and some other stewardesses partied on a yacht with O. J.
Simpson, she tells me when I'm nine. I think how much fun it would be:
throwing footballs on the deck, eating cake all day.

His hands are furred black, his head bald and shiny, his gut a fat ball under
graying T-shirts. He buys my brother Tonka trucks, buys me the radio I

crave, buys my mother clothes and me a plum velvet blazer, very grown-up,
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WITHOUT A NET

“What it’s going to take to satisfy him.”

My knife steadies itself against the board. “Meaning what?”

“He's never satisfied.” Her voice drops to a whisper. “Nothing I do.” She
pushes a long lock of gray back from her face. All the curl’s fallen out of j;
since he’s made her grow it out. “Three, four times a day he wants it”

I cut my last apple through its center.
“You're a big girl. You know what [ mean.”
The halves into halves. The half-moons of the cores, the pith and seeds

into the pot of waste.

“I could lose my mind” she says, her voice breaking. I stop cutling
and look up. She’s crying, but her hands don’t stop moving. I can hear the
creek. My brother is scything weeds in the distance, ] think it might kill
me or something.” She keeps her eyes on her apple, her knife. The trees
rise dark up the mountain behind her. “He needs some other kind of—
some kind of outlet” The only sound is her knife hitting the board as the
slices separate,

I stare at her, at the wide dark bowl of the valley we live in. She glances
up at me, then at the dish of apples.

“Here, have one,” she says, fishing out a slice, Even though apples have
been forbidden to my brother and me for months, I can remember their
taste, their sour springing juice. She shakes it at me anxiously, glances at
the trailer windows. For him to see this would mean a beating—for me, at
least, if not for her.

“I think P’m done,” I say, and stand up.




DIRTY GIRL

Tara Hardy

“When the ax came into the forest, the trees said the

handle is one of us”
—bumper sticker

The dispute between femmes and feminists is about class. We get stuck with
one another because we disagree about which practices feed, or are born of,
the patriarchy. Feminists judge femmes from the perspective of class. '
My personal experience with feminists has been complicated. One of
the complications involves how quickly feminists attempt to snatch the
ideals they espouse out of my hands when I apply them to my right to
express femininity. I get asked a lot by feminists, either out loud or with
the nonverbal once-over, “Why are you wearing that skirt, that make-up,
those shoes?” More than once someone has actually said out loud, “I

thought you were a feminist” When this happens, 1 pause to think about

my aunts and cousins, my hometown friends who still don’t look like the
girls at college did when I got there. 1 remember that at one point, neither
did 1. And what I want to say is, “Because I’'m homesick”

In spite of what anyone might think about the whys and ways of fem-

ininity, 1 have to be honest: 1 don’t feel cleaner when 'm unadorned,
scrubbed, uncovered. I feel dirty and ungendered. I feel like the animal of
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