
G
lobalization Exercise # 1: 

Population G
eography

-M
igration



M
igration Exercise

•
In this exercise you w

ill com
pose an essay and a 

m
ap based on your fam

ily’s history, describing the 
background of both of your parents’ fam

ilies.
•

Regardless of your ethnic background or fam
ily 

origin, all people living in the Am
ericas (N

orth, 
M

iddle, or South Am
erica) are descendants of 

m
igrants or recent m

igrants.
•

Even the ancestors of N
ative Am

erican populations 
cam

e to the Am
ericas crossing the Behring land 

bridge (+14,000 years before present).  



•
In this essay you m

ust include references of 
your fam

ily’s [or your] m
igration to the U

nited 
States or to South Florida, 

•
…

and the push and/or pull factorsthat m
ay 

have influenced or contributed to their/your 
m

igration.  
•

If appropriate, describe your fam
ily’s 

originating country and culture, and detail 
how

 living in the U
nited States has influenced 

or changed various tenets w
ithin that culture. 



Technical Aspects
•

The essay should be at-least 800 w
ords in length.

–
The w

ord count does not include your nam
e, PID, title, date, m

ap 
portion, or the Bibliography/References section.

•
You m

ust also dem
onstrate know

ledge of this topic (Population 
Geography: M

igration) using key definitions included here or in 
any sections of course textbook.

•
You m

ust also include at least one additional reference (textbook 
or a popular new

s forum
 -i.e., The N

ew
 York Tim

es, 
Ancestry.com

) that relates to your fam
ily history.  

•
Include this reference in a separate page 
(Bibliography/Reference), m

aking a full citation of this source, 
and including it on your essay.
–

This corresponds to 5%
 of your grade for this assignm

ent. 



Essay  (Analysis): 65%
•

Any geographically-based essay m
ust answ

er three 
broad questions: W

here?
W

hy?
(and how

?) and, So 
w

hat? (or, W
hy is this im

portant?) 
–

W
here did your father’s fam

ily (or his last nam
e) originated?   

W
here did your m

other’s fam
ily (or her last nam

e) 
originated?  

–
W

hy did your father’s/m
other’s fam

ily m
igrated from

 their 
hom

eland? [push -pull factors?]  
–

To answ
er “So w

hat?”: use the inform
ation you have 

included in the W
here? and W

hy? sections:
•

This is an overview
 of your fam

ily background.  

–
If you don’t know

 m
uch about your fam

ily background, you 
can include references to your ethnicity, and their path to 
m

igration to this country w
e know

 today as the U
.S.A.  



Key Definitions
•

Since this exercise is based on the topic of m
igration 

and our textbook puts special em
phasis on this them

e 
in tw

o chapter (# 3 and # 6), w
e w

ould suggest you to 
start your essay by introducing this topic and its key 
definitions (i.e., w

hat is m
igration, push and pull factors, 

how
 is this phenom

enon connected to globalization, 
etc).  

•
It is very im

portant that your essay m
entions all aspects 

related to the “Africanization of the w
orld”, as part of 

w
hat De Blij and M

uller call “…
the first great w

ave of 
globalization.” (2010: 282) and other aspects related to 
the m

ajor w
aves of hum

an m
igration in the process of 

w
orld colonization m

entioned here.



The M
ap [Elem

ents] (30%
)

•
A) Title: Include a pertinent title (i.e., “The Gonzalez and 
W

hisenhunt Fam
ilies M

igration Routes”) (top center).
•

B) O
rientation arrow

pointing to the N
orth (upper right hand 

side).
•

C) U
sing labels, include the nam

es of the countries w
ere your 

fam
ily originated, Africa (origin of our species), and, U

SA.
•

D) U
se flow

 linesto portray linear m
ovem

ent (m
igration): 

–
O

ut-of-Africa (if appropriate)
–

M
other’s side of the fam

ily
–

Father’s side of the fam
ily

•
E) Legend: in a box at the low

er left (or right) corner.
–

This m
ust include all sym

bols used in the m
ap (flow

 lines using 
different colors for each fam

ily, a sym
bol for Africa).



Line Sym
bols

•
Isoline m

aps
–

Lines of constant value

•
Flow

-line m
aps

–
Portray linear m

ovem
ent betw

een places

U
SA M

igration 
Patterns
in the a1950s.



Blank M
ap



The G
onzalez and W

hisenhunt Fam
ilies 

M
igration Routes

Argentina

Spain

Peru

Sw
itzerland

G
erm

any

U
SA

O
rigin of Hom

o sapiens 
Possible O

ut-of-Africa route
W

hisenhunt m
igration route (to U

SA). 
Gonzalez m

igration route (to Peru).

N

Africa



Im
portant Details

•
You m

ust upload your essay, including your m
ap 

and the Bibliography section, in one w
ord 

docum
entto Turnitin.com

. using the link provided 
in the course w

ebpage.
•

W
orks that are subm

itted late w
ill be accepted but 

w
ill incur in a 10-point discount for each w

eek these 
are late.

•
The w

eekly point-deduction w
ill be applied 

starting on the next day after the deadline. 
•

N
o later w

ork w
ill be accepted after tw

o w
eeks of 

the deadline.



O
riginality Issues?

•
Your answ

er m
ust be your ow

n, original 
thoughts.

If you plagiarize
your thoughts from

 a 
w

ebsite, journal, or any other source, not only you 
w

ill be sad because you cannot w
rite the sm

all 
num

ber of w
ords of your ow

n, but because you 
w

ill earn a failing grade in our class.
See Course 

O
verview

 for other im
portant details.

•
Turnitin has been set up so you can upload your 
w

ork as m
any tim

es as you w
ish until the deadline.  

This w
ill allow

 you to fix any originality issues.



G
rading

•
Essay:

65%

•
Bibliography:

5%

•
M

ap:
30%

•
TO

TAL:
100%



M
igration Patterns: Definitions



M
igration

Push factors:m
otivate people to m

ove aw
ay from

 a place

Pull factors:attract these people to new
 destinations.



Africanization: The First Round of 
G

lobalization

•“The first great w
ave of globalization 

w
as the m

igration of our ancestor 
hom

inids out of Africa in fateful 
m

igrations that w
ere to change the 

w
orld.”  (de Blij and M

uller 2010: 
282)



The Africanization of the W
orld

“M
odern hum

ans crossed the narrow
 strait at the 

southern end of the Red Sea [out of Africa], skirted the 
South Asian coast, traversed the Indonesian archipelago, 
and reached Australia m

ore than 40,000 years ago.  
O

thers w
ent north, invading Europe and confronting the 

N
eanderthals w

ho had preceded them
.  The w

ide Pacific 
O

cean delayed their arrival in the Am
ericas, but 

eventually, apparently less than 15,000 years ago, the 
m

igration’s vanguard crossed the Bering Strait and started 
southw

ard along N
orth Am

erica’s w
est coast, m

aking 
South Am

erica the last continent they reached.” (de Blij
and M

uller 2010: 282)



Africanization



Theories of Hum
an Population of the 

Am
ericas (c. 1970s)

A
sian

Indigenous

A
ustralian

M
elanesian/Pacific

Im
m
igration



Arrival of Hum
ans to the Am

ericas

It w
as not until an opening in the m

assive ice sheets of 
N

orth A
m

erica w
as created that hum

ans could m
ove 

forw
ard and colonize the A

m
ericas.



The Atlantic slave trade

Peaked during 1700-1870



O
verseas contract w

orkers



In N
orth Am

erica: Continental 
Expansion

•
G

row
th of im

m
igration

–
The 19th century w

as a century of huge territorial 
grow

th.
–

Vast m
ovem

ents from
 Europe causing territorial 

pressure.
–

The population grew
 from

 31 m
illions in 1860 to 95 

m
illions in 1914.

–
About 300,000 im

m
igrants per year.

–
Linked to European crises and dem

ographic pressures:
•

The Irish fam
ine (1845-1847).

•
Russian pogrom

s against Jew
s in Russia and Eastern Europe 

(from
 1881).



Im
m

igration to the U
nited States, 

1820-2002
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Eth
n

ic P
attern

s



W
hy People M

ove to U
rban Areas?

Factor
C

ondition
Issues

Instability / 
D

isasters / W
ars / 

Fam
ines

Push
C

reation of refugees. C
ities as safe 

heavens.

Expectation of 
jobs

Pull
H

igher w
ages but higher living costs. 

Large labor m
arkets. Inform

al sector 
dom

inant.
D

eterioration of 
rural life

Push
D

em
ographic grow

th. Land tenure 
(landless peasants). M

echanization 
(surplus labor).

Transportation
Intervening 
opportuni-
ties

Increased m
obility. Low

er costs. 
C

onstruction of roads and rails. A
ccess 

to rural m
arkets.

M
ore and better 

services
Pull

B
etter schools and health services. 

A
ccess to w

ater and electricity. 
O

vercrow
ding and pollution.



Any questions?
Send m

e a m
essage 

using the course 
w

ebsite ASAP.


