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Hawaiian Annexation: America wanted to expand their territory, but, of course, they

wanted land that was valuable in commercial, religious, naval, and diplomatic ways. By 1890,
Americans owned around three forth of Hawaii through the sugar exports. While many people
didn’t agree with the annexation, the government saw that Hawaii had proven to be a strategic
and commercial way to Asia and the Philippines during the Spanish-American War. Hawaii
became a state in 1959.

- Spanish-American War: Imperialists saw the Spanish-American war as an opportunity for
expansion and conservatives thought it was a way to unify Americans with the recent rise in
labor strikes and Populism. President William McKinley asked Congress for permission to use
force to stop the fighting between Spain and Cuba and to establish a stable government. His
reasoning was for the ”cause of humanity.” Even though McKinley argued that they were not

ready to govern themselves, Congress declared Cuba to be free and independent on April 19,
1898. (Norton, 2015).




