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would be conforming to what everyone else is doing.
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We often change our attitudes and behaviors to match the attitudes and behaviors of the people around us. One reason for
this conformity is a concern about what other people think of us. This process was demonstrated in a classic study in which
colege students delberately gave wrong answers t0 3 simple visual judgment asK ather than g0 sgainst the group. Another
reason we conform to the norm is because other people often have information we do not, and relying on n a
reasonable strategy when we are uncertain about how we are supﬁused to act. Unfortunately, we. fre%uer\t\y

how the typical person acts, which can contribute to problems such as the excessive binge drinking often seen in college
students. Obeying orders from an authority figure can sometimes lead to disturbing behavior. Everyday observation
confirms that we often adopt the actions and attitudes of the people around us. Trends in clothing, music, foods, and
entertainment are obvious. But our views on political issues, religious questions, and lifestyles also reflect to some degree
e atitudes of the peple we interact wit, Simiriy, decisions about behavirs such as smoking and drinking are
inflenced by whether the people we spend time with engage n hese actles. Psychologits refer (o this widespread
tendency to act and think like the people around us as conformity ("Conformity and Obedience,” n.d.)

Conformity and Obedience (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.nobaproject.com)
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We change certain behavior because we do not want to be judge by other people so we enter the zone of conformity, Also,
Sometimes we decide to follow the norms instead of debating against them. In the other side obedience is when we follow a
Specific order from a person with authority. | do not think conformity becomes an issue of obedience because one we settle

Certain decisions so that we dont £0 against the majority while obedience leads to following orders in our jobs or when we
are young we are taught to obey adults who are consider to have higher authority.
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Dr. Diaz-Lazaro and Class,
Conformity iswhen there s compliance wih standards,rules or laws, Conformity s going along with others and rreflects
adhering to group norms for behavior.” Fiske(2014) It is the act of matching attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors to the group
norms.
I feel that the reason people conforms to society's norms deals with our concern about what people think about us and our
need to belong with others. Because of our need to belong . conformity can become an issue of obedience when the group
uses blind obedience in situations where participants confinue to conform to the orders of the leader. Such instances are
the tragedies of genocide, the Holocaust, or when Jim Jones of the Peoples Temple ordered the suicide/murder of over 500

men, women and children in the Jonestown Massacre: Millions of peoples lives were lost due to blind obedience and





