Do a cultural analysis in which you describe the beliefs, values, world-views and
cultural practices that are associated with a particular cultural or ethnic group.

In your analysis, discuss the group’s experience as well as the social, historical and
political forces that shaped the group’s cultural orientation and its particular mode
of adaption, i.e. integration, separation, marginalization or assimilation. You may
also want to consider the various stages of cultural identity development as a basis

of intergroup variations.

1) Introduction

Describe the demographic characteristics of the population i.e. How many people
constitute the population, their various nationalities or subgroups, their primary
locations, the various waves of immigration they have experienced etc. The
historical and social experiences of the group.

Cultural characteristics

2)

3)

4)

S)

Discuss the cultural characteristics of the group. In so doing provide a definition
of culture, describe the various dimensions and models of culture i.e. surface vs.
deep dimensions (ontology, axiology, epistemology), worldview, tight vs. loose,
male vs. female, collectivism vs. individualism, subculture vs. dominant culture,
Kluckholm’s model of culture etc.

Acculturation

Describe the acculturation experiences of the group and in so doing, apply the
model of acculturation presented in class. This includes talking about stages such
as pre-contact, contact etc. Also describe the particular mode of acculturation
such as assimilation, integration, marginalization etc. In addition, discuss the
moderator variables that influence the acculturation process i.e. socio-economic
status, cultural characteristics, experiences of discrimination etc. Finally describe
some of the outcomes of acculturation. For instance, negative mental health
outcomes etc.

The Influence of Minority Status

Define the term minority and describe the various characteristics. Say in what
ways that the group represents a minority and how it’s minority status shapes the
group members experiences in the United States. Describe the group’s experiences
of prejudice and discrimination and the traditional ways in which it responds. In
addition describe the effects that such discrimination may have on the
psychological wellbeing of its members. You may also want to explain the causes
of prejudice by incorporating the various theories that were presented in class. The
historical and social experiences of the group. Finally, say how the group relates
to members of the dominant culture vs. other minorities.

Racial/Ethnic Identity/ gender identity/sexual identity etc

Describe the models of racial identity presented in class and in the readings. In
doing so, describe how these models may be applied in describing how group
members perceive themselves as racial beings.



