ENG 271
Fall 2018
Objective:
 The purpose of this essay is to make an analytical argument about connections across texts, time periods and cultures, and to situate this argument within the context of the existing critical discourse.  You will need to select 4 primary texts to actively analyze in order to develop an argument of your own; you should make an argument about, not simply summarize, the primary texts or secondary sources.   
Prompt:
 In the documentary film I Am, filmmaker Tom Shadyac asks two questions:  
“What is wrong with the world?” and “What can we do about it?”  
On his quest for the answers, he discovers that modern science is beginning to catch up with ancient religion and philosophy in its assertion that all of life is connected and that cooperation, not competition, is the key to humanity’s happiness and, ultimately, its survival. “What is wrong with the world?”  Shadyac’s answer is “I am.”  “What can we do about it?”  
I Am suggests that changing the world starts with changing yourself.  
Option 1
 Reflect on the film’s assertions, and then construct a thesis and write an essay that directly cites from a minimum of four (4) different texts considered in ENG 271, a minimum of one from each of the four columns below.
Option 2
 How would the ancients answer Shadyac’s questions? There is great convergence in ancient literature, philosophy, and religion regarding morality and virtue.  According to the ancients, what kind of person should an individual strive to be?  What makes a person virtuous and just?  What personal characteristics lend themselves to a healthy and happy society? Construct a thesis and write an essay that directly cites from a minimum of four (4) different texts considered in ENG 271, a minimum of one from each of the four columns below.

The essay must be 4-6 pages, typed, double-spaced in Times New Roman 12 pt. font with 1-inch margins.  Include your name, the course #, the date, and an original title on the first page (standard MLA format).  You are to use no sources other than the assigned texts from the table below; therefore, a Works Cited page is not necessary!!
The Ancient                         The Greeks                  The East                     The Europeans

Gilgamesh	1.Plato: The Allegory    1. Bhagavad Gita             1. The Sermon 
The Enuma Elish                         of the Cave          Confucius: Analects            on the Mount
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hymn to Aten                      2.The Myth of Er           2. Laozi: Daodejing         2. Dante’s The Descent of Inanna              Aristotle: Doctrine          3. The Buddha: Sermon          Inferno
Genesis                              3. Ovid: Metamorphosis        at Benares
                                       
                                      

                                        

