Introduction to Latin American History
Primary Source Essay Assignment
Due: Friday, Nov.3™

In 2-3 pages, analyze the following primary sources. Think critically about what
information they reveal. In your responses, you should address the following questions,
but do not explicitly answer by simply rephrasing the questions:

1. What do you understand about the time period (context) of the sources? Why was
there increasing racial tensions in the French colony, St. Domingue?

2. What does the Code Noir of 1685 and Julien Raimond’s document tell us abouthow
descendants of Africans (slaves and free coloreds) were treated in colonial St.
Domingue?

3. Why did the Free Citizens of Color and Vincent Ogé react as they did within this
context?

Students’ answers will be evaluated based upon the quality of their argument and use of
evidence, how thoroughly they demonstrate an understanding of the time period,
contextualize the provided sources within that time period, and the level of detailed
information and evidence provided to support arguments and conclusions. These are open-
source exercises and students should use their course texts to fully answer the questions
(and, once again, cite the evidence they use utilizing their respective discipline’s manual of
style).
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