Reading Questions: Steven R. Centola,
“Family Values in Death of a Salesman”

Answer in complete sentences with reference to the essay..

B

o

10.
11.
9

13:
14.

15

What is the “timeless human dilemma” the play portrays?

For what four reasons are analyzing Willy’s values important?

What undercuts Willy’s belief in the value of a good personal appearance?
Why is Willy’s attachment to such platitudes as “personality always wins the day”
a problem? '

What two value systems does Willy confuse?

According to Centola, why is financial prosperity important to Willy?

Give two examples that Centola uses to identify Willy’s preoccupation with his
role as a fathier.

Besides providing an ideal of success, how else is Ben important to Willy? '
How are the different characters representative of elements of Willy’s psyche?
What does Ben’s “drive for self-fulfillment” require?

How do Biff and Happy embody Willy’s fears of his failure as a father?
According to Centola, what is the importance of the insurance payout that will
result from Willy’s suicide?

Why must we appreciate Willy? Do you agree with Centola’s claim?

Identify three different transitions in this essay and explain how they work (what
do they connect with what?).

. In your own words, state the essay’s thesis.
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