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Pick a topic that you can argue about from personal experience (not something too big
picture that would require a lot of outside research). You should be arguing for or against a
specific rule or policy that directly impacts you.

Come up with a clear thesis statement that takes a stance on the issue (avoid saying things
like "I think" or "I believe).

Create several body paragraphs that support your thesis using personal experience (or logical
reasoning, especially analogies).

Include one paragraph in which you acknowledge the other side's strongest point, but
ultimately argue againkt it (or concede that the benefits of your argument still outweigh the
downsides associated with it).

Come up with a conclusion that wraps everything up. (800-1000 words, typed, double
spaced)

NO OUTSIDE SOURCES

Essay 4: Argument

Criteria Ratings  Pts
Essay argues for or against a specific rule or policy without outside research 50.0 pts
Essay contains a thesis arguing for or against a rule or policy without phrases like
1 believe” or i ion" 25.0pts
ieve" or "in my opinion

Essay contains a paragraph that acknowledges the other side 10.0 pts
Essay uses first-hand, factual experience and/or sound logical reasoning as

: 150 pts
evidence
Essay is 800-1000 words in length 25.0pts
Essay avoids fragments and run-ons. 25.0 pts

Total Points: 150.0




