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Allies

Gloria E. Anzaldua

Becoming allies means helping each other heal. It can be hard to ex
wounds to a stranger who could be an ally or an enemy. But if you
alliance work together, be good allies to each other, I would have to expose my wounds
0 you and you would have to expose your wounds to me and then we could start from a
place of openness. During our alliance work, doors will close and we’ll have to open them
up again. People who engage in alliances and aré working toward certain goals want to
keep their personal feelings out of it, but you can’t. You have to work out your personal

PfOl?lems while you are working out the problems of this particular community or this
Particular cultyre,

hen yoy are doin

pose yourself and your
and I were to do good

g alliance work it is very important to say who you are. For example,
e nOChicana, Mexica}na, dxke, whatever. | come from a cqmpqsina_backgr.ound‘ but I
o thW Put one foot into mlFldle-classness. [ be_long to the inteligencia, the intelligence
Pfim’aril artistic _Class as an artist, and [ am speaklpg today to you as all these people, but
Wog ay 35a Chicana or as a dyke, etc. You must situate yourself and tell what your st
i l:ﬁemcum‘f things, so other allies know exactly where you are coming fron.1. And
i }: *3% “Oh you say that you are talking from a working-class perspective but .
publishe;)use, you have a car, you have .these .perIICges, you are a professor, or a salaried
Bibe ag A Privileged writer, etc.” Allies might challenge some of your positions as 4
Whethef n finding out whether you are a real potential f\lly. Then you can get a sense of
b youyfou can trust this person or not. And you go w1t-h. your gut feelnlng. Y‘?“ g0 with
just | eel, because sometimes they will say all the politically correct rhetoric, but you

oW ch_lt they are rying to put one over on you. ;
em?z\;f ednteq three books, This Bridge Called My Back, Haaenclio .C'arqs, and Sigps.,
ks 1g'Lesbxan Experience. In the first two b.ooks [ consider antho 0gizing as my way of
g allianceg with women of color. In Signs it was more (or less) white women Wanting
didl:? ¢ alliances with lesbians of color. Many lesbians f’f color |]' z.lts‘ked tQ submit work
s ; :‘;}ause they didn’t trust Signs beC811§C they lfnow it ge ¥ 1tmt,‘es’0rcn,c an(.l racist,
Wang s Ook‘s that‘other people anthologize me }:n,'smlnel (t)? ilztg:sstirqct ::Zellrl)’oz,enume and
Ykes q Versify their community. Then there are the antholog ¢ 2'me SO that
nlnety

ance
they
you

Color will not call them and say, “You have one contributor of color and



white contributors, this is racist!” So they attempt to ol
fast one on their readers, by tokenizing in general, Sun:(‘)k(f"

and I consider .155imj|;1;ion n \\.'hitc culture like an ‘““”zhﬂt my work i hard t:
hard for them to assimilate me in that manner because of |
that I write. They can ignore some issues that I bring oy
there are things they must confront. I don’t write like a “‘, € OF my writine o1
academic or follow those rules. I break them. ! 6 Style

If they can’t assimilate my writing what they try and do is assim:

; 3 ; ) A assimilate me
me. They bring me into their book, or into their conference, or it 2 t.mt..ls
that will acknowledge the easy stuff I raise, but ignore the morc()(:)cn. alli
try to do this to me all the time, so then I have to respond back, eihe
in a letter, and say, why? One anthology that asked for my Work‘ wl]\kcr. l‘l’n lhf’ phone of
Latino. Before I agreed to publish in it, I had this whole dialogue \Vl:[il Oln ‘Cd f(,rmuing Up
and talked about naming the book Latino and not Chicano. I asked “How an(': rvhtj Qditors,
Chicanas are in your book? How many are Latina and how do they idcntif): ?h\ )(/l?,canos/
Once the magazine New Chicano Writing asked me to sit on their board. I called :“;elv.cs?”
my objections to the editor before I agreed to join: I objected having Chicano w:;r"()lt)ed
not Chicana in the title, and furthermore told them that the groundbreaking writiners but
done in the Chicano/Chicana community was by women. I also objected to their ir;'le“g
only accepting work written in English. So the editor went home and thought about]thcé
isues and later called me and said, “I've changed the title of the magazine to New Chicang/
Chicano writing, and people can write in Spanish, they can do bilingual, and they can do
Tex Mex.” Then I felt like the editor was open to me, and I agreed to be on their editorial
board.

The biggest risk in forming alliances is betrayal. When you are betrayed you feel shitty,
When I have been betrayed I have felt stupid, like why did I trust this person and allow this
person to stab me in the back, it’s all my fault, you know the victim syndrome. Betrayal,
especially with Chicanas, betrayal is a big thing, because we were betrayed as women, as
Indians, as a minority in this country, everything. We have been stabbed in the back by all
of these various people. And betrayal makes you feel like less of a person, you feel shame,
it reduces your self-esteem. It is politically deadening and dangerous, it’s disempowering.
When you lose your self-esteem you no longer trust yourself to make value judgments
about other people, you lose confidence in yourself and your values. When a whole person
is slowly destroyed, and this is what women of color are suffering from, their personhood
is destroyed.

At first I felt really good belonging to the lesbian community, even though it was mostly
white. It made me feel like where I had no home, I now had a new one. But after two or
three or four years, I started looking at power, and who had power and who was trying to
define for me what I was as a Chicana lesbian. I realized how my voice was silent and how
my history was ignored and that drove me into looking at my roots, my queer roots in my
own culture. I had to get a positive sense of being queer from my culture, not just from the
white culture. Now I am in a place where I can look at both the white lesbian community
and my own culture that is only beginning to have groups of lesbians organizing. Ellas San

Antonio is a group of Chicana dykes, Amigas y Que, in Houston and Austin. But thf’!." WeLs
not in place when I was coming out. Chicana dyke organizations are just now coming 1nto
their power.

Now I look at my culture and white culture and the whole planet. ] look at other
nationalities and how they deal with their queer people, I'm getting a global perspective ol
being a queer person. And sometimes I feel very comfortable with a bunch of white dykes
and other times I feel totally invisible, ignored. I feel that they only see the queer part 0
me. They don’t see the Chicana part of me or the working class part of me. As long as

1Z¢ me,
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leave my class and culture outsjde the do
okay, but if I bring in 1y face o class; th or w

I think that most white dykes req]| \:n m
times they want it so badly that they St

hen I enter a room ful] of white dykes I am
y role as educator starts.
4 community that is diversified. And some-

W3 ’ i
a5 e all i SIS togetRe g Vant to put everybody under this queer umbrella and
: we are all equal. But we are not equal. In their thirst and

nger for this diversi -
:l;eiamine, becal‘lvs:r:};? tfhe Issues of Class':md race are issues that they don’t even want
: y teel like they’re divisive, § h 5 iically
correct and hav ; : : - 50 they are hungry for being politically
e aving women of color in their organizations, in their svllabi. and as perform-
ers, singers, writers and lovers. But a ot ob e tions, in their syllabi, an :fb p s
umbrella they will i Of imes in order to bring us under the qu
, Y ignore or collapse the differences. not v deal with the issues. When
it comes down to the numbers of who h , not really deal with the iss -
this anthology and how many don’t—; as power or how many dykes of _color are getting
: Y don't—in terms of the real work, they fail. I mean the ideas
are good, like the greater numbers/the greater strength kind of thing but they want us to
leave our race and.our class in the check room when we enter their space.

As a group, 1 think dykes are more progressively political than any other group because
of feminism, and because of being (at least) doubly oppressed. Because they have been
oppressed as dykes, I believe white lesbians are more apt to recognize the oppression of
women of color. So they have a true wanting of multi-cultural groups. And there are always
the false ones of course, there are always the ones that do want it to be white. But there i
some honest motivation about wanting to be allies and in this they still have a lot of work
to do. For example, one of the things they often don’t contend with is the unconscious
motivation of doing it out of guilt. But I am very hopeful and I think that I am one of the
very few people. I think that most people of my age or younger have been burned out and
disillusioned and feel like it’s the pits right now. Much younger people than me have no
hope, do not see alliances working, do not see white people reaching out or doing their
work, and do not see the possibility of white people changing perspectives. Or allowing
change to come into their lives, but I do.



