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sky-line into which the sun was sinking in dull lovely shades of pink
and gold.

He had thought that having nothing else to lose he was invul-
nerable at last—but he knew that he had just lost something more,
as surely as if he had married Judy Jones and seen her fade away
before his eyes.

The dream was gone. Something had been taken from him. In a
sort of panic he pushed the palms of his hands into his eyes and tried
to bring up a picture of the waters lapping on Sherry Island and the
moonlit veranda, and gingham.on the golf-links and the dry sun and
the gold color of her neck’s soft down. And her mouth damp to his
kisses and her eyes plaintive with melancholy and her freshness like
new fine linen in the morning. Why, these things were no longer in
the world! They had existed and they existed no longer.

For the first time in years the tears were streaming down his face.
But they were for himself now. He did not care about mouth and eyes
and moving hands. He wanted to care, and he could not care. For he
had gone away and he could never go back any more. The gates were
closed, the sun was gone down, and there was no beauty but the gray
beauty of steel that withstands all time. Even the grief he could have
borne was left behind in the country of illusion, of youth, of the rich-
ness of life, where his winter dreams had flourished. |

“Long ago,” he said, “long ago, there was something in me, but
now that thing is gone. Now that thing is gone, that thing is gone. I
cannot cry. I cannot care. That thing will come back no more.”
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