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Information about the final research paper for English 102

Read the assigned one-act play “The Stronger” by August Strindberg _ Read it at least

- five times. You must know this short play’s plot backwards and forwards. I yon get & single plot

element wrong, your likelihood of receiving a passing grade for this assignment is almost non-existent.

Note: Strindberg was 2 Swedish writer. The play was first performed in 1889, and it has been iranslated
into Fuglish. Find out everything you can about Strindberg, about the time period when “The Sironger”

- was written, about the prodoction bistgry of this play, and about critical reaction fo it.

Y've put a nummber of books on closed, 2-hour reserve in the library. We’ll also be touring the library to
learn about using its reference section and about searching for information in specialized data bases. Tl
also provide two student-written papers as models. Each of these papers has 2 comprehensive Works
Cited page that provides citations for sources that you may find usefal. '

Next, draft your essay. Your essay must aitemﬁt to answer this very specific question: To which of the
play’s two characters does Strindberg’s title refer? In essence, you’ll be deciding who (Mzs. X or Miss
Y) 1s the stronger character. Your answer to this quesiion is your arguable assertion, your thesis.

There is, of course, no right or wrong answer to this question, bt knowing something about the play’s
production history, sorething about Strindberg’s life, something about his professed beliefs, something
about Scandinavian drama, something about European Theater, something about “realism,” something
about “naturalism, ™ something about literary and cultural history, something about feminisi, something
about philosophy, something about psychology, something abort yourself, and something abowt syntax
and grammar may help you to fashion a convincing argument fo support your assertion. '

Please visit the writing center (g =t least ons time to review your drafl. Your research paper
(including in-text citations and Works Cited page) will ultimately be graded for clarity, coherence,
grammar, logie, scope, style, and neatness. '

Revise your work as many times as is necessary. Try not fo turn in anything less than the best paper you
can write.

Your research paper must be at least 1250 words long. You must employ proper MLA style for the in-
text parenthetical citations and for your Works Cited page. You must cite at least four eritical sources in
addition to the primary text. Don’t simply rely on the kind of biographical information that is readily
available on-line. No more than one of your critical sources should be an on-line biography of
Strindberg.

Note: Don’t wait until the last minute to begin this assignment. A simple infernet search for Strindberg
and “The Stronger” won’t tum up very much. You will, however, be able to find a significant emount of
information about Strindberg’s other plays, and you're encouraged to read these plays and the refevant
crificism as well. In short, you're expected to dig deep and become a kind of expert on Strindberg’s “The

Stronger.” Your final paper should reflect your expertise.
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