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Relax, It’s Just a Joke...Right?

‘We’ve discussed the provocative nature of comedy, free
speech, and the debate that surrounds both in the past couple
weeks. The in-class essay required you to add your voice to the
debate. For this final out-of-class essay, you’re going to take on
this debate in more depth. Choose ONE of the two options
below as the basis for your paper:

4 Develop your in-class essay into a 5 full page academic
out-of-class essay. This revised version should follow the
same prompt as the in-class essay. Treat the in-class essay
as a rough draft of sorts, and develop your ideas from there.
The challenge here will be research and development.
Because this is now an out-of-class essay with a research
element, you’ll need to replace any personal experiences
with examples and evidence from credible academic
sources to support your claims. In other words, don’t use
yourself as evidence. You must follow the guidelines below
as well.

B Much of the debate about comedy centers on the idea of
boundaries for humor—which topics can be joked about?
Which can’t? For this option, you’ll take a firm stand. In a
5 full page academic essay, take a position on whether
or not some topics should be off-limits for comedy. If
there should be no boundaries, why not? If there should
be boundaries, what are some factors that determine
which topics should be off limits? In other words, what
are those boundaries? Follow the guidelines below.

Guidelines for both options:

- The essay must be 5 full pages in length. Note: you may
write more than 5 pages; however, you must write at least
5 full pages.

- You must use at least four credible academic sources to
help you support your argument. These sources must be
one you find on your own; though you are welcome to
use the readings and/or film shown in class, they will
NOT satisfy this research requirement.

« The essay should follow MLA format, which means typed in
12pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 1” page
margins, and an MLA format header (in order: your first
and last name, my name, class, and date on the left-hand
side) and running header (last name and page number on
the right-hand side of each page, including the first).

« The essay should have a creative title.

- The essay must be turned in complete. This means I expect
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B Much of the debate about comedy centers on the idea of
boundaries for humor—which topics can be joked about?
Which can’t? For this option, you’ll take a firm stand. In a
5 full page academic essay, take a position on whether
or not some topics should be off-limits for comedy. If
there should be no boundaries, why not? If there should
be boundaries, what are some factors that determine
which topics should be off limits? In other words, what
are those boundaries? Follow the guidelines below.

Guidelines for both options:

« The essay must be 5 full pages in length. Note: you may
write more than 5 pages; however, you must write at least
5 full pages.

- You must use at least four credible academic sources to
help you support your argument. These sources must be
one you find on your own; though you are welcome to
use the readings and/or film shown in class, they will
NOT satisfy this research requirement.

« The essay should follow MLA format, which means typed in
12pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 1” page
margins, and an MLA format header (in order: your first
and last name, my name, class, and date on the left-hand
side) and running header (last name and page number on
the right-hand side of each page, including the first).

- The essay should have a creative title.

- The essay must be turned in complete. This means I expect
pre-writing done in class, the rough draft, the peer review
sheet, and the writing reflection in addition to the grade
draft. Points will be deducted for any missing items.

- The essay (and accompanying items) must be turned in
on time, which means by 12pm on 12/14/17.

Helpful readings:

Each of these readings can be found in full text through the
Academic Search Premier database accessible through our
CSUF library.

-“Can We Be Funny? The Social Responsibility of Political

Humor™ by Jason T. Peifer

«“The Coddling of the American Mind” by Greg Lukianoff
and Jonathan Haidt

- “Reconciling Funny and Permissible: Can We Develop
Nonviolent Humour?” by Ivana Milojevic
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