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Give your commentary on the author(s) ideas, assumptions, conclusions. Do _not
simply summarize the author(s) article(s).

Have you read or heard something like this elsewhere? Connect it to previous
readings, author(s), video(s), or theory(ies). COMPARE and CONTRAST this
reading with readings of similar themes (from the same week's materials, from
previous week's materials, or with outside-of-course readings), or with readings that
may appear on the surface different but connect in some way.

Virtually ask the author(s) questions for clarification, critical questions, questions that
may challenge some of their assumptions or conclusions.

Construct a virtual discussion between and among authors of different articles,
where they seem to agree and to disagree.

What was left out or questions you have that were not answered? Ask “critical
questions”!

Are there any points with which you take issue or with which you disagree? Why?
Fully justify your critique! Are there any outside sources you can reference to back
you up? If so, refer to them?

What ideas, concepts, issues and/or theories that were covered connected in some
way(s) to your personal experiences? How? In what way(s)? Explain and fully analyze.
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CRITICAL DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS

This course is based on the educational philosophy of constructivism emphasizing critical
thinking and inquiry where the learning environment is discussion centered, dynamic,
interactive, and collaborative. This is an exciting course, and its effectiveness rests on
your willingness to engage rigorously with the material and to participate in online
discussions. | recognize that everyone has different comfort levels with engaging in
discussions, and different learning styles, cultural backgrounds, and needs. One of the
most valuable aspects of the class is the information we share with each other in
online discussions.

Throughout the course, you are required to critique ALL the weekly readings and videos
and respond to other class members’ posts.

Your cohtribution to online discussions amounts to a significant part of the course grade,
and an important component of our shared pedagogical experience. Your active
participation will help me evaluate your overall understanding of the course content, as
well as making the class more interactive and engaging for all of us. You are strongly
encouraged to sustain and extend your own discussion postings when you read others’
postings and responding accordingly.
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In addition to your own posting, you will respond each week to at least two of your
classmates’ postings. You should use your postings to demonstrate your knowledge
and critical analysis of the course readings and other course content. To facilitate more
discussion, much of your discussion will take place with your student peers.

Your discussion postings each week will be graded on all of that week’s course

readings. videos. and other course content with the foIIowmg rubric: (Also, please see

“Critical Consciousness” Sheet, this syllabus, pages 13-14). References in APA format.
See pages 21-22.
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POINTS

CRITERIA

9-10

QOutstanding degree of clarity, thoughtfulness, & critical analysis put into
assignment. Excellent writing style, grammar, and spelling as well. Shows a
close and deep reading of the material.

Good degree of clarity, thoughtfulness, & critical analysis put into
assignment, though a closer and deeper reading of the materials could
have been provided. Good overall writing style, grammar, and spelling.

The paper shows average clarity, thoughtfulness, critical analysis, and
writing style.

The paper shows weakness in clarity, thoughtfulness, critical analysis, or
writing style, or does not demonstrate a close reading of the material.

Minimal effort put into the assignment. It lacks clarity, does not illustrate
much thoughtfulness, low or minimal critical analysis, or poor writing style.
Or paper was handed in too late or not at all.
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CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS:
REFLECTING, THINKING, OBSERVING, READING,

RESEARCHING, & WRITING THROUGH A CRITICAL LENS
by Dr. Warren J. Blumenfeld?

In this class, you are expected to think critically/reflectively/creatively to the concepts,
topics, issues presented, and to class discussions, readings, videos, and written
assignments. This class, therefore, may be calling on you to think or respond somewhat
differently than in some of your other courses. | will, therefore, require that you justify and
backup your thoughts and “opinions.” Opinions without justification are just that—
opinions—and you can expect to have points deducted without providing critical thinking
(which includes rationale/justification). In this course, you will be expected to think
“outside of the box.”

According to Dr. Stephen Brookfield,? critical thinking involves four inter-related phases:

1. Discover the assumptions that guide your decisions, actions, and choices. (What
do | think and why do | think of it the way | do?),

2. Check the accuracy of these assumptions by exploring as many different
perspectives, viewpoints, and sources as possible. (pose questions, talk with
others, take courses, read, research, etc.),

3. Use abstract ideas to interpret the information effectively,

4. Take informed decisions that are based on these researched assumptions.
(Informed decisions are based on evidence we can trust, can be explained to
others. and have a good chance of achieving the effects we want).
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Faith is Belief based of something that cannot be seen, touched, smelled, tasted, or
heard in any traditional way through the human senses. Knowledge is based on
something that can be empirically researched, investigated, and proven. In an academic
course, we base critical analysis upon the latter.

Some questions you may want to ask yourself during course discussions, when reading
course assignments, when watching course videos, and when researching and writing
your papers:

e You might want to first, consider the "larger picture" by extracting the overarching
theme(s) and subtheme(s) of the materials as a group (the macro level), and of each
individual piece of the materials (the micro level). This will place the materials into a
fuller context with one another.

e Consider the person(s) choice of words.

e What are the points being made, and what is the overall message?

e What are behind the points and behind the message?
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What is in the mind of the writer of the piece or the character(s) in the video? To know
this, you must suspend, for a time, your reactions to the person(s). You must attempt
to walk in their shoes, to perceive the world and the people around them as they would
perceive—in other words, you must be able to develop empathy. From where comes
their motivations, their behaviors, their actions?

What underlying assumptions are made by the person(s) delivering the message?
What is the person(s) underlying philosophical/political/behavioral perspective? Look
“between the lines” of what the author is writing.

What are the person(s) social identities, and do these impact their perspective(s)?
Pull out each point, analyze it from various perspectives, determine how each point
fits with other points being presented, put the individual points back together into the
whole, determine whether the points are consistent or contradictory, unified or
disjointed, etc.

What are the words the person(s) set off in quotations/underlining/bolding? What is
the overall effect?

What is the impact of the message on the receiver? What impression does the
message have on you? Again, justify your answer.

What are the possible repercussions of this message?

What was one or more points that either you did not know previously or that particularly
surprised you?

Give your commentary on the author(s) ideas, assumptions, conclusions. Do _not
simply summarize the author(s) article(s).





