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Introduction
A brief outline of the book

The book is divided into four parts, p

c art I traces the emergence and development
of Irish social policy from

ool 1ts Origins to the present, documenting in some
historical detail its key phases, influences and changes over time. Part IT turns

to the wider discipline of social policy. The chapters in this part of the book
hv.ghhghr the political, ideological and other factors involved in the development
ofsocial policy and welfare states, They 4

survey contemporary conditions and ch
including globalisation, financialisation
analysis is brought back to jts relev
Part III presents a detailed ana

Iso discuss key disciplinary concepts and
allenges in which social policy is made,
and Europeanisation. In all instances the
ance for understanding Irish social policy.
s of the four core social services areas: social
protection, health, education and housing. Each chapter in Part I combines
an introduction to the relevant policy area and its key concerns with a detailed
analysis of the specific Irish context and contemporary situation. Part IV of the
book contains an analysis of hoy social policy affects particular groups and shapes
social relations in Irish society, including children, carers, people with disabilities,
older people, migrants and LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) people.
The respective chapters also document how interest has grown in these areas in
recent years, not least because such groups have drawn attention to enduring
inequalities and the need for rights and recognition. For clarity of presentation,
we look at each group separately; however, we recognise that aspects of identity
such as age, ethnicity and disability are cros: ~cutting in how they shape people’s
lives and experiences of well-being, and we draw connections between them
where possible in our analysis. The final chapter in Part IV extends the analysis
to a relatively new and still under-examined element of social policy, namely
sustainable development and the environment, which is a growing challenge that
also needs understanding from a social policy perspective.

A note on data sources

Data is used at various points throughout the book to illustrate issues about welfare state
expenditure and how Ireland compares with social policy in other countries. The full reference
is not provided each time but note is made of the statistical provider; the main sources and
their website addresses are listed below. These sources are regularly updated and should be
consulted for updates on various measurements and indicators discussed in the book.

Eurostat (European Statistics provided by the European Commission): http://ec.europa.eu/
eurostat/





