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The Right to Die

Longer life expectancies, and modern medicine’s ability to prolong the life of termuinatly il or
comatose patients, have increased Americans’ concern with issues regarding the right to die.
The Court has ruled that individuals have a constitutional right to die that 1s derived from
their constitutional right to privacy.!*® The problem occurs when patients have not made
clear their wishes in a living will. In such situations, family members may disagree as to the
patient’s wishes, and in the most unusual of situations, politicians may get wvolved for 2
vanety of altruistic and self-serving reasons. Such was the case in 2005 of Tern Schiavo. a
Florida woman who had been in a vegetative state for over a decade when her husband went
0 court to have her feeding tube removed. Her parents opposed this decision and asked for
custody. Before doctors eventually removed the feeding tube, the Flonda state legislature,
the Florida governor, Congress, and the president of the United States all attempted to inter
vene 1n this most private family issue.

Although the Court defends the right to die, it has not given its approval W assisted
suicule. The Supreme Court ruled unanimously in Washington v. Glucksherg (1997) that
no right to assisted suicide exists in the Constitution. Michigan physician Jack Kevorkian
brought sympathetic national attention to the issue by belpmg terminally il pattents kill



