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Tootsie Film

Part I: What is the film about and what is the filmmaker trying to express with the film?

The film is about the challenges the unemployed, in particular, those with bad reptﬁﬂmm

face when seeking employment. They end up using other tactics to get employed that Il:llght hﬂd :

them in trouble. Michael Dorsey an aggressive and talented New York actor finds it dif jcult t

find work as an actor because of his bad reputation in ﬂw tertainment field. He decides to

,( wvdress up as a woman, Dorothy Michaels and gets work. The filmmaker i
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T'he unique feature is that Michael who finds it difficult to connect with women has to
play a female role to get employment. He has a scene of kissing a male cast member where he {\
deciies to change the scene and instead hit the man bringing out Dorothy’s character of a no- ?—
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nonsense woman. Another unique feature is when men fall for Michael as Dorothy whose true
e ——— D

identity has fallen in love with a woman, Another unique feature is when Sandy complains to

Michael of having an affair with another woman “Dorothy.”

hg(f/éztrt II1: What reaction did you have to the film? Did you enjoy the film or not?

\[\N\/ The filmmaker tells a story of a male actor who has to dress like a woman to get work.
/@%

W 6‘\ keeps twisting events surrounding Michael. The kissing part between Michael and a fellow male

This storyline was common in the late 1980’s. The film is interesting because the filmmaker

\
eﬁ/) and Michael and Julie is funny. There is confusion when Michael falls in love with Julie while

/M Julie feels that Michael as Dorothy is iit for her widowed father Les. Michael even asks Les for
/\\x{,ﬂ time to think over his marriage proposal, yet, he clearly knows they cannot get married. He

foolishly gives Sandy a box of chocolate with a note from Les.
Part IV: What do you think was the filmmaker’s goal and did s/he achieve it?

The filmmaker’s goal it to illustrate that some people succeed when playing other
people’s role that is quite challenging. Michael Dorsey has to act as a woman that makes him

earn work, better understand women and become a better person. However, this comes with a
— —

{\ umber of challenges that he has to overcome in order to succeed. Towards the end of the film,

Michael confesses that his role as Dorothy made him a better person than he was before.



