one of the centers of the Christian world.

Nubian land (Sudan), as well into Aksum
centuries. The church’s influ-

eventh century. In

counted northern Africa as

The early church
1ded south of Egypt into
hiopia) during the fourth and fifth

. od steady, even sfter the Muslim expansion during the s
hiopian ruler was identified wit

-t of Leo Africanus (14947

d al Wezzani, and who was a
he was captured by Christian pirates and,

was not sold into slavery, but presented to pope Leo X (1513
lease. After his conversion and baptism he composed in 1526 an accoun

trips to Africa In 1509 and 1516.
< had a mighty ruler,

on account of his erudition,

-1521), who enabled his re-

of his many trips
t of both of his

the region, 1

which taking his name of
f Niger is de-

This land of Negroe
ffirm that the said river O

called Niger [. . .] Our
sived out of Nilus, which they imagine for some certain sp

all Prete Gianni,

However, there 1
great dominion.

have an Emperor, which they ¢

ing inhabited by Christians.

among them, which is said to possess 4
o English by John

nized. — Further
reb.

( ¢ranslated 1nt

tory and Description of Africa
slightly moder

1896), pp- 124, 125
The Man with Many Names (in Al-Andalus-Mag

vol. VII-IX, fasc. 1, 2002 115-143; http://www.uta.ﬁ/
wes Leo der Afrikaner. Seine Beschreibung des

Wiesbaden, 1999).

f}ource: Leo Africanus, The His
R(:;Zi:d"t;d by Robert Brown (London,
RCVistag.d ekka Mas<)nen, Leo Africanus:
”hipema/e] estudios drabes e islamicos,
Raumes C‘().htm);.[). Rauchenberger, Johan
zwischen Nil und Niger nach dem Urtex! (

109. Ethi s .
opia according to the Kebra Nagast
the mission-

Christian;

Nity | :

y in Ethiopia can be traced back to the early fourth century with
Biblical texts

Y activit;
e o
8 (phmp ar ; :”: Frumentius. Most Ethiopians, however, refer to
e Eunuch) or 1 Kings 10:1-13 and 2 Chronic

les 9:1




him there 1s anot " ;
other God whom we do not Know, and men have told |

down to you from heaven Tabernacle and have given yp,,
ordering of the angels, by the hand of Moses the Prophet. Thie
heard — that He Himself cometh down to You and ta);
informeth you concerning his ordinances and commgap, dmer,

And the King [King Solomon| answered and sajd it
right that they (1.e., men) should worship God, Who creq
heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land, the sup 44 the h
trees and the stones. . ., the wild beasts and the crocodiles t}‘:loon . »the
whales. . . , the clouds and the thunders, and the good apqg the. ; vﬂe fish g
‘s the Lord of the Universe, the Creator of angels ang . A ‘[. .
Lilleth and maketh to live, it 1s He Who inflicteth Punish 1t g
compassion, Who raiseth up from the ground him thy; Oy
exalteth the poor from the dust, Who makes to be sorrowful ang ery, Wh,
to rejoice, Who raiseth up and who bringeth down. .. And ZVC}:)O maketh

| N

that

ts:) ; and
0 Her. «

Cryly .
ed Y
the ““WerS; 3"

)

there hath been given unto us the Tabernacle of the Gog
created before all creation by his glorious counsel, [, , }»

And the Queen said: “From this moment I will not wopch:
will worship the Creator of the sun, the God of Israel, Apq ¢
the God of Israel shall be unto me my Lady, and unto 1
unto all my kingdoms that are under my dominion. [, . . Then she rety. ang

[her] house. And the Queen used to go [to Solomon] and retyry cont
and hearken unto his wisdom, and keep it in her heart Muall

b. Menyelek, the Son of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba

And he (King Solomon) worked his will and they slept together. And afier}y
slept there appeared unto King Solomon (in a dream) a brilliant sun, and it
came down from heaven and shed exceedingly great splendour over Isracl. And |
when it had tarried there for a time it suddenly withdrew itself, and it flewavy |
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| willf‘l 1o dwell there.

‘ de a ,
" ouee? Parted ang Came into the coy

five days after h
and 1 She had separateq - ya
. th Jaid ho]d ed from King Sol
o™ ik pirt e "Pon her, and she broy, ht ¢ 8h olomon, zfmd the

! ride and del; .
~ T .-.a(iOﬂ were ended, and th ght. And she tarried unti] the
en she came to her own

ntry of Bala Zadisare

(London, etc., 1922), pp. 27-

nslation of the Kebra Nagast-
o 1996); | | agast: The GI
re ceville 996); G. Colin (ed.), La Gloire des Rois (Kebra Nagast) (Geneva 22’3)’2‘;]"

State i oD
el Chi‘ﬂh and State in Ethiopia 1270-1527 (Oxford, 1972); E. Ullendorff, Ethiopia and the

‘ ) ; E. U “ .
I o 1968) llendorff, “The Queen of Sheba in Ethiopian Tradition,” in: J. B, Prit-

e aﬂdon’ eek (eds.
sl (‘L VT B g s.), Solomon & Sheba (London, 1974), Pp. 104-114; E. Ullendorff, The

» 7a-ab: Ethiopian-Egyptian Contacts (1540)

e begi“"mg the congregations in Ethiopia were on good terms with Alexandria.
the sttainment of the autocephalous (independent) church in 1959 the Ethio-
hrecognized the Egyptian Coptic Metropolitan as its head. These relations are
by the Ethiopian Saga Za-ab who was sent to Portugal by the Ethiopian King

engel 1527. His descriptions were published in the work of the Portuguese hu-
eone=” IDamiao de Gois, “Fides, Religio Moresque Aethiopium” of 1540:

110-

From ‘h,
aﬂd untl'

ope must KNOW that our Patriarch [Metropolitan] is chosen in a solemn
ebythe vote of our m.(n?ks in Jerusal.em, who live there near the Holy Sepul-
perof the 1ord — that is in the following way. Afiter the Patriarch [Metropoli-
tan] has jied, our king, the Beloved John, immediately sends someone unbur-
dened with baggage to Jerusalem to those aforementioned monks living there,
who, after rece1pt of the message and the alms which the king, our Lord, sends
o the Holy Sepulcher as a gift, immediately choose by majority vote another
patriarch [Metropolitan]. It is also traditionally proper to elect only someone
+hoisan Alexandrian and whose character is irreproachable. After he has been
clected, they seal their votes and give them over by hand to the envoy that was
sent for that purpose. He hurries quickly to Cairo. As soon as he has arrived, he
hands over for reading the outcome of the election to the Alexandrian Patri-
arch, who has his permanent seat there. After it has become known, whom of

the Alexandrians they have chosen, he sends back with the envoy to Ethiopia
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the so greatly honored chosen man, who must be, accor;
monk of the Order of Holy Anthony the Eremite

@
a .

promptly departs for Ethiopia, where .hc will be recejve by al with grce(;ttar.zer
and honor. At least one year and occasionally one more year elapge, in th, Joy
dertaking, and in the mean time the Beloved John, 44 the wij of the S un.
mcets according to the will of the orders regarding the INCoOme of the Pay ‘frder,
(Metropolitan]. The most lmportant task of the Patriarch [ '.
tonsccrate [candidates] ™
can confer or deny. In ot




Naviga verse on
st EL "-Op.ean 9, rs. as expeditions. The text menti m
'rst ' - (St'” - o ricas) entions Martin Behai who

lowing years Henry noticed that the territory of the ki
<mall. Thus a burning desire arose in him to ex e lggdom' of Por-
raveled the Spanish sea with a great force anpjg iszl;e kingdom.

d on the s€a — countless uninhabited islands. Among other things
n uninhabited inland which nonetheless was rich with w%a:

d wooded, so that it was suitable for colonization and hu-
ntless families there for settlement. Besides other
here that all of Europe could be supplied
d the sugar from there Is called
her islands. . . . Then 1n

ing plans — supplied

[n the ol

dingly he't

Accor |
d and instruc

— adVise

led Madeira, an
discovered many Ot

namely Jacob C

CCLXXXV; translated and pub-
n Humanisten fiir die

der deutsche
in D. iner/W. Spie-

wok (eds.), Das grofie Abenteuer der Entdeck .
ng. Nationa useum (€d.
05-104. — Further Reading: The German | e
(Nuremberg, 1992); C. R. Boxer, Four Centuries of Portuguese Expanston (Bﬁrl:l;);lf;z,}, ”
Boxer, The Portuguese Seaborne Empire, 1415-1825 (London; 1969); P E. Russéll,
Navigator™: A Life (New Haven, 2000).
- ' Jee of the world, €5-
\. The Columns of Hercules: classical term for different points on th¢ edg
f the Strait of Gibraltar
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ojo de Barras, Die Fahrten entiang ey Westkiiss, .
> und Madeira und des Cabo \Verg, n

- |
pyrto 4 o die Suche nach Indien (Wien, 1ggq),
‘St,(fdf:ff' Ponfifex and the Expansion of Europe," In:y

. nd the . Hvar,

*Rt’")a:; nd the Origin of the Americas: A New wpy4 View (W
rse

rsc?

Soure

e d, the Portuy
Ims which Dini Dias had already reported. ang th guese saw

Land of the Negroes which filled them with great joy. | ]

\when the men in the caravels saw the first palms . they knew they were nea
_or Nile, where it casts itself into the sea of the Ponent, and which is cafjeq

. [. . .] They cast anchor, and sent a boat ashore with

of the faith and the precepts of the law and the works of mercy, and many other
things beside, for the purpose of the Infante was to give him such Instruction as
would enable him to become a priest, so that he might preach the faith of Jesus

Christ in his own country.

Source: G. E. de Zurara, Cronica dos Feitos da Guiné (Lisbon, 1481) (= Lishon 1949), English
ranslation in “Chronicles of Azurara,” in: Virginia de Castro e Almeida, Conguests and Discoy-

eries of Henry the Navigator (London, 1936), pp. 195-197.

us5. Explorations: Vasco da Gama in Mozambique

in 937 the Portuguese rounded the Cape of Good Hope for the first time. On his way to
ndia, Yasco da Gama also passed Mozambique. The account of an anonymous author
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. -« which we heard, rendered us so happ.} ,];:is
d{

d God to grant Us health, so that we mijgh behol

s Logbook, from the translation in: E. G. Ravenstein (ed.), 4 otirng ‘

da Gama (London, 1898); extracts in: B. Davidson, The African pyg
Further Reading: G. Bouchon, Vasco Da Gap, Lill

116. Destruction of Eastern African City States (1505)

Da Gama also made an intermediate stop at Mombasa and Malindi. Both were indepen.

dent city states. Malindi seems to have been the main rival of Mombasa at this time and
took the side of the Portuguese invaders. Mombasa and Kilwa, however, resisted the in-
vasion. These cities were attacked, plundered and burnt down by the Portuguese in
1505. The report of Francisco d’Aleida is probably based on an account of the German
Hans Mayr, who was on board the San Rafael commanded by Captain Fernan Suarez.

Q” Tuesday, 22 July, they entered the harbour of Kilwa at noon, with a total of
eight ships. [. . .]At dawn on Thursday, 24 July, the vigil of the feast of St. James
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The Kingdom of Benin was one O
maximum it extended from Onitsha in the east into the

(c:}?i:?)l(;vasl located at .Be.nin City, in what is now sout
ndto re:(; ::tsent 8 misslon to Lisbon to announce his interes
Benin had ir P(‘)":apor’ls. ance the Portuguese had as little interes
agreement. The l.lgczil g W.lSh for the sale of slaves, there was
evr, the report ‘f)?ltsl:lonanes who arrived in 1515 were unsuccess
Portugal o Decembe Portuguese ambassador in Benin, Duart
Oz0lua's g ey er 20, 1516 shows that the prospects loo
| (who probably ruled from 1516-1547)-

Most hj
[Bt’nin]

portuguese flag in his hand, shouting; ‘Portugal!

hehind by the admiral [Vasco da Gama] when h
ay a tribute of 1,500 ounces of gold a year. The Mooe had arranged for
d, when he did not do so, the door was broken dof was ?sked to o
nd neither the Moor nor anyone else in the Palace, which V»:Z “(;lth axes. They
the town had been taken without opposition, the Vicsa e(S}erted. e i)
- Franciscan fathers came ashore carrying two crosses r-General and
and siNgING the Te Deum. They went to the palace, and there the ::?OPT ocession
{ the Grand-Captain prayed. Then everyone started to lzsn:as put
merchandise and provisions. |....| On 9 August the shigs left ;uthe
tor Mombasa, sixty leagues up the coast. The ship Sam Rafael reached there :,V a

14 Augusts but the Grand-Captain arrived with the other ten ships a day earh'e:

...] The Grand-Captain met with the other captains and decided to burn the.

town that evening and to enter it the following morning. [. . .]

towIl of all 1ts

Axelson, South-East Africa, 1488-1530 (London, 1940), pp. 231-239;
renville, The East African Coast (Oxford, 1962), pp- 105-
Port Cities and Intruders: The Swahili Coast, India, and

Source: Portuguese text in: E.
English translation in S. P. Freeman-G

11, — Further Reading: M. N. Pearson,

Portugal in the Early Modern Era (Baltimore, 1998).

C. ENCOUNTERS

117. A Portuguese Ambassador in Benin (1516)

f the largest non-Muslim empires in black Africa. At its
present-day nation of Benin. Its

hwestern Nigeria. In 1514, Oba
t in Christian instruction

t in this as the court of
no real basis for a trade
ful in the long run. HOW-

e Pires, to King Manuel of
ked more positive under

the king of Benjm

h ' -
8N and mighty king and prince, our lord. [.. ] Sir, ...
and he desires t0

1S pl :
Pleased with what I said in favour of your highness,
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