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Migrants have asked members of Grupo Beta Sur why the
authorities don’t clamp down on the gangsters. Grupo Ber,
Sur agents told them they needed witnesses. They urged the
migrants to step forward and report abuses. One teenager why
did was brutally beaten by Mara Salvatrucha gangsters later
that day.

And bandits long ago intimidated any La Arrocera residents
who considered testifying.

“If you say anything, they kill you. Better to keep your
mouth shut,” says a local elderly man, who is afraid to give
his full name. An ice cream vendor near La Arrocera adds, “If
you turn them in, they get out, and they come after you. They
operate by light of day. There is no law here.”

The last time Enrique sneaked past La Arrocera, he was
lucky because he was careful. He stuck with a band of street
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