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(g FIRST ENCOUNTERS AND THE

PERsngTIVBS OF VICTOR AND VICTIM

1492)

| mbus (14367-

ChnstOPW’ (l 43d' spainy gnd?'r'tOOk lour ex editions (

~ g0 -1504), landing on a Caribbean island for the fi 1492-1493, 1493-1496
e Hrst ¢ |

14981500 15 ' e Out the three elem
1492. I this report on his first expedition Re talks openly 35 et e
he talk y about the three ele ents

~ich embody the mixtlfre of mercantilism and apostolic <pir:
~oots of Europear: expanStonisrT\ abroad: “God and profit » “f:)t';::t that one finds at the
gold.” Columbus’ repo.rt dESFrlbes the newly di SCOVere(,j Ry and gold.” or *Cod and
- milk and honey” flow, inhabited by naive, scarcely armed nativ S as a country in which
without 2 discernible worship of idols, could easily be made i ntzsc‘:h.ov.becaus.e they live
port the crafty Columbus wished to persuade the Crown to finance gstlang. With th.is re-
for the first expedition had effectively failed: he had “only” found :\zt,o"d expedition,
ected, the flou rishing commercial centers of Asia. Later Pero Vaz de Ca':is.hn?t, s ex-
port about the accidental discovery of the Brazilian coast in April 1500 rean dsa ns1 Zu;;ttr:;

<ame way. For centuries the discovery of the New World by Columbus has been cele-

brated as an epoch-making event, indeed as one belonging to salvation history. Since

the point of view of the conquered has been more closely considered; according to
overed Columbus had made an awful discover.

p

this view, the indian who had disc

that you will be pleased at the great victory with which Our Lord
[ write this to you, from which you will learn how in
Canary Islands to the Indies, with the fleet

which the most illustrious King and Queen, our Sovereigns, gave to me. There |
found very many islands, filled with innumerable people, and I have taken pos-

session of them all for their Highnesses, done by proclamation and with the

royal standard unfurled, and no opposition was offered to me. [...] The people
of this island and of all the other islands which 1 have found and of which 1 have

information, all go naked, men and women, as their mothers bore them, al-

though some of the women cover a single place with the leaf of a plantor with a
r steel or

net of cotton which they make for the purpose. |
incurably timid.

Weapons, nor are they fitted to use them. [. . .] But so they aré,
Itis true that, after they have been reassured and have lost this fear, they are sO

Buileless and so generous with all that they possess, that no one would believe 1t

who has not seen it. [. . .] So it was found that for a thong 3 sailor received gold
received much more for

i t .
| 0the weight of two and an half castellanos, and others
¢ hold any creed nor are

other th; .
"h:ef things which were worth less. [. . -
¥ idolaters; but they all believe that power and goo

Since | know

has crowned my voyage,
thirty-three days 1 passed from the




Ose
good an account they give of everything, [ ]

reat diversity in the appearance of the people or i,
oo On the contrary, they all understand one
nd languaiet-hing’ on account of which I hope that their Highnesses
. on:heir conversion to our holy faith, towards which they are
will d.ete@xne UP] In conclusion, to speak only of what has been accomplishegq
very iflchm’d« [- .“:hich was so hasty, their Highnesses can see that [ wjj give
on th voyiie’ old as they may need, if their Highnesses will render me very
:;:;;?t zsrils]tl;nci presently, I will give th.em spices and cotton, as much as their
Highnesses shall command; and mastic, as much a.ls they she}ll ordfrr to be
shipped and which, up to now, has been .found only in Greece, in .the 1sland of
Chios, and the Seignory sells it for what it pleases. |. . .].So that, since Our Re.
deemer has given the victory to our most illustrious King and Queen, and to
their renowned kingdoms, in so great a matter, for this all Christendom ought
to feel delight and make great feasts and give solemn thanks to the Holy Trinity,
with many solemn prayers for the great exaltation which they shall have in the

turning of so many peoples to our holy faith, and afterwards for the temporal

benefits, because not only Spain but all Christendom will have hence refresh-
ment and gain.
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In q)
thej,
()ther)

Source: Letter of Columbus, describing the results of his first voyage, in: The Journal of Christo-

pher Columbus (London, 1960), pp. 192, 194, 196-197, 200-201. — Further Reading: F. Fernindez-
Armesto, Columbus (London, 1996); R. Crosfield, Columbus: A Discoverer and His

Conscience
(Kirstead, 1998); M, B. Mignone (ed.), Columbus: Meeting of Cultures (

Stony Brook, N.Y., 1993);
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Latin America 1450-1600

n “worship of idols” stood out vividly to the incomers. With respect to
rs, or who were semi-nomadic and had

the India
lived as hunters, fishers, and gathere

anic religions,” the Europeans often thought at first glance that

les without religion. The following report was written by Ramon Pane
and culture of the Tainos, the inhabitants of Espanola (today

. nd the D he excerpt describes the typical ceremony of a sha-
e namely, the consultation with the “idol” in a drug-induced state.

e “sha

.»d the religion
ominican Republic). T

And when they want to find out if they will achieve victory over their enemies,

, enter 1nto0 3 house in which none but the leading men enter. And their lord
.the}ie st One who begins to prepare cohoba | sniffing a heady weed = tobacco],
1std he plays an - strument [before the idol]; and while he is makings the
?;hoba, rone of those who are in his company speaks until the lord has fin-
. hed. After he has finished his prayer, he stays awhile with his head lowered and
his arms on his knees; then he lifts his head, looking toward the heavens, and he
hey all answer him aloud in unison; and after all have spoken,
and he relates the vision he has had, inebriated from the
d inhaled through his nose and that has gone to his head. And he
- with the zemi and that they will achieve victory, or their ene-

there will be a great loss of life, or wars or hunger or another
who is drunk, may relate of what he remem-

his brain may be, for they say they think they
see the houses turn upside down, with their foundations in the air, and the men

walk on foot toward the heavens. And they prepare this cohoba not only for the
Lemis of stone and of wood, but also for the bodies of the dead.

cohoba he ha
says he has spoke

An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians. A new edition with an in-

Source: Fray Ramon Pané,
6. — Further Read-

troductory study, notes, and appendixes by J. J. Arrom (Durham, 1999), p- 2
ing: E. G. Bourne, Columbus, Ramon Pane and the Beginnings of American Anthropology

(Worcester, 1906); E. Bercht (ed.), Taino: Pre-Columbian Art and Culture from the Caribbean
(New York, 1997); G. Haslip-Viera (ed.), Taino Revival: Critical Perspectives on Puerto Rican
Identity and Cultural Politics (Princeton, 2001); W. Krickeberg (ed.), Pre-Columbian American

Religions (New York, 1969); Dussel, Church, pp. 23-42.

22 . ’ = ® e o s 2
0. Mexico: Moctezuma in Anticipation of Cortés (1519)

The report
agapn (1é(:§c°rded by the Franciscan missionary and ethnographer Bernardino de
aPPearance?S?O) around 1570, describes the mood at the court of Moctezuma after
of the Spanish; it follows a familiar pattern. The Spanish are viewed as

Ssengers Of the
c e . .
where towarg ultural hero or white God Quetzalcéatl, who had disappeared some-

they wil

Sah
the
me

S the ,
| open neWest. they demand that rule be returned to them in his name, and
W chapter in history. Similar sagas are also known, among others,
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LATIN AMERICA

from the Inca Empire. Here the cultural he.ro or white \fe(::j ;‘Shf;ad";:::f afccacha
why the Spaniards were generally given this namef as - c.elization e (:ht el
tures under the conquistadors and the proc?ss 0 fev wga coma s :s to’
preted as a divinely-ordained translatio impert!. Mexico q y Hernj
in 1519-1521, Peru by Francisco Pizarro in 1533

» Which j
Ndian cy).

be INter.
N Cor tes

And then the year changed to the companion to follow, Th(lirteen Rabbit .(1518],
But the year [Thirteen] Rabbit was about to come tohan ¢nd, was at the time of
closing, when [the Spaniards| came to land, whe.n they were seen once again,

And then [the stewards] hastened to come to inform Moctezuma, When he
heard of it, then he speedily sent messengers. Thus he thought — thus wag ¢
thought — that this was Topiltzin Quetzalcoatl who had come to land. For it
was in their hearts that he would come, that he would come to land, just ¢, find
his mat, his seat. For he had traveled there [eastward] when he departed. [...]

| And Moctezuma loudly expressed his distress. He felt distress, he was terri-
3 fied, he was astounded; he expressed his distress because of the city.

And indeed everyone was greatly terrified. There were terror, astonish-
ment, expressions of distress, feelin

gs of distress. There were consultations.
There were formations of groups;

there were assemblies of people. There was
weeping — there was much weepi

ng, there was weeping for others. There was
only the hanging of heads, there was dejection. There were tearfyl greetings,

", General History of the Things of New

(Santa Fe, N.M.,1975), pp. 9, 25. — Further
atl and Guadalupe: The a
7I€SS, 1531-1813 (Chjc

Formation of Mexican National Conscious-
480,1976); P. Honoré, J;;

Of the Other (NQ
York, 1969);

ilization the White God: The Mysterious Heritage of
| L. Todorov, The Conquest of America: The Question
W. Krickeberg (ed.).

D. 2186 Pre-Columbian American Religions {New

(London, 195),
fman, 1999);

Dussel, Church, p




:\fulhmg birt tHlowers Atd xo
A L NMevieo anl .|_l'."".‘|}’.~ Of RO POw
W hete Onee We saw way “”““'m.
We hnow s true . ‘“.
'l"hJ' wie st "(‘!i.\'h.
For we are mortal men,
you. the Giver ot Tite,
you have ordained 1t.//
we wander here and there
in our desolate poverty.
We arce mortal men.
We have seen bloodshed and pain
Where once we saw beauty and valor.//
We are crushed to the ground; |
We lie in ruins.
There is nothing but grief and suffering

In Mexico and Tlatelolco,
- once we saw beauty and valor.//

ol ) '
dwine Men,//

lla (ed.), The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mex

. 2 . o ‘ ’ wo
Furthe.r Readmg.. M. Leén-Portilla, Native Mesoamerican Spirituality: An-
Stories, Doctrines, Hymns, Poems from the Aztec, Yacatec, Quiche-Maya
ons (London, 1980); idem (ed.), El reverso de la conquista (Mexico Ci;v,
ht and Culture: A Study of the Ancient Nahuatl Mind (Norman, 1963);

d Society: An Introduction to Nahua Culture (Salt Lake City,
e Spanish Conquest of Peru through Indian

8ft.

Source: M. Le6n-Portl

(Boston, 1992), P- 149-
cient Myths, DiscOUTSES
and Other Sacred Traditt

1964); idem, Aztec Thoug

The Aztec Image of Self an
jon of the Vanquished: Th

19775 Dussel, Church, pp- 2!

idem,
1992); N. wachtel, The Vis

Eyes, 1530-1570 (Hassocks, Eng.),

In the rapid conquest and evangelization of > ptheen iof
cal and theological analogy to events in Furopean antiqut Y1600) interpr ted the AZLEC
century the Jesuit missionary to Peru, JOS€ de Acosfa (154;etecte‘; 1 the India religions
and Inca empires as well as the similarities 10 Christianity
as a providential praeparatio evangelica. "
. able med
g the (T
s historie of the 170 ghowing 12 veoud”
will make an end of this histori€ 9 the InCE e partes e whid
e for the (nOSP‘-'l . 331

whereby God made a passap




LAaTiN AMERICA

weil 1o consider of. and acknowledge the providence and bount
Every one may voderstand by the relation and discourse I have WTitten in 1
bookes, as well at Peru as in New Spaine, whenas the Christians fipg st foot;
that these Kingdomes and Monarchies were come to the height ang Per g

. od o
their power. The Yncas of Peru, possessing from the Realme of Chile bemx:

1e of [he ( :rf A

sotve those of this new world. And as the lawe of Christ came whenas the Romane
Monarchie was at her greatnes: so did it happen at the West Indies, wherein we soe
the tust providence of our Lord. [...] It was also a great providence of our Lord,
that whenas the first Spaniardes arrived there, they founde ayde from the Indians
themselves, by reason of their partialities and greate diuisions. - . .] And therefore
the law of Christ seemed vnto them, and doth at this day seeme iust, sweete, clean,

contession, their adoration of three in one, and such other like, the which, against

the will of the enemy, have holpen for the easje recerving of the truth by those who
before had imbraced lies. God is wise and admirable in all his 1shi

Source: Joseph de Acosta, The Natural & Moral History of the Indies (New York, 1963), pp. 527,
529, 531. — Further Reading: S. G. Mclntosh, Acosta and the “De procuranda indorum salute”: A
Suxreenth Century Missionary Model with Twentieth Century Implications (Mac Research, 1989);
C. M. Burgaleta, José de Acosta, S.]. (1540-1600): His Life and Though ( Chicago, 1999); G. . Shep-
herd, An Exposition of José de Acosta’s “Historia Natural y moral de 14 Indias,” 1590: The Emer-

gence of an Anthropological Vision of Colonial Latin America (Lewiston, NY, 2002): M. Siever-
nich, *Vision und Mission der Neuen Welt Amerika bei José de Acosta,” in: idem, G. Switek

(eds.), Ignatianisch (Freiburg, 1990), PP- 293-313; Dussel, Church, PP- 43-52.

B. LEGITIMATION AND CRITICISM OF THE CONQUESsT

223. Sources of Legitimation

The papal bull of concession inter Caetera of Alexander Vi .(dc.xument ) is one of the mos
researched documents in church history. Still controversial is whether or oy ;¢ truly con.
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Latin America 1450-1600

«donation” un.der international law or a simple “investiture.” Y
.~ investiture interpretation does not change the facts: “et.h et even the purely
dJominium over, in this case the ‘supreme ownershi° Of’a:hthe.Pope grants
to be discovered” (Reibstein, International Law 27 4)' Thic:;;;:\;ireﬁ t;e-

' - ull be-

cerns @

. hand with the expeditions of the Portuguese. In marked contrast to th
Romanus pontifex of January 8, 1455, which Nicholas V had issued to the Port e
beginning of its ex edition ' - uguese royal
e beg g p ary venture and which Callistus Ill had confirmed
pal bull Inter Caetera of March 13, 1456 (cf. document 8), Alexander VI fme
plicitly grant the Catholic Kings and their followers complete and free authc:fitusf S
uest against the Moors, pagans, and other enemies of Christ wr):er(-)-
Nevertheless, he speaks first of submission (subicere) and £hen of
ducere). Moreover, he assigns to them, “together with all their dominions
cities, camps, places, and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions, and appurtenances, all is:
lands and mainlands found and to be found, discovered and to be discovered.” Sinc’e Por-
tugal was not in agreement with the line of demarcation drawn by the Pope, the Spanish

and Portuguese met in Tordesillas in order to fix, by way of a bilateral agreement (June 7,
demarcation from the North Pole to the South Pole and 370 leagues

1494), the line of
ds. The Portuguese could thus later claim rule over Brazil.

west of the Capeé Verde Islan
The other European countries (France, England and the Netherlands), however, never

.o of demarcation and the Iberian monopoly.
ile had forbidden the enslavement of the Indians in 1500. Yet

Queen Isabella of Cast

' mentation of the encomienda
o have devastating consequences Iater and which the de-
dians. Bartolomé de las Casas, called the “evil of evils” of the
Casas cf. document commentary 227). The encomienda

o assign) or repartimiento (Lat. repartire, to allot) is
comparable to benefices in Europe. In-

house al th
with his pd

(document b), which was t
fonder and “Father” of theIn

Spanish empire (concerning Las

(from Lat. commendare, to entrust, t

an institution of the Spanish colonial system, not
troduced in Hispafola in 1504, under the charge of a Spaniard, in order to Christianize

the natives better and make them more Hispanic, it degenerated into a slave-like serf-
dom. Although forbidden by the “New Laws” (1542), the Crown (for economic reasons
and because the prohibition could not be implemented) had to tolerate the encomienda.
As an institution, the encomienda continued to exist up to the end of colonial times,

though with diminishing impact.

a. Alexander VI: Bull “Inter caetera” (May 4, 1493 )

he illustrious sovereigns,

OCL;;r very dear son in Christ, Ferdinand, king, an daughter 1n
"ist, Isabella, queen of Castile, Leon, Aragon, Sicily;

‘Postolic benediction.
y and cherished of

A ’ .
our h nong f)ther works well pleasing to the Divine Majest .
€art, this assuredly ranks highest, that in our tumes especially the Catholic
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he exalted and be everywhere |
. .

£ith and the Chrnistian rehigion .
cared for and that barbarous ngy,,
| s

spread, that the health of souls bt’. al. .l
thrown and bt‘Ought to the aith l;x ‘;V .d'i;covered are found g

‘ .~ countries d ready dF » gold, s

[n the islands an ¢ divers kinds and qualities. Where

- ngs o

very many other prectous things _ B |
P g princes, after earnest consideration of ) s
comes Catholic kings and P catholic faith, as was the fagh; tery
specially of the rise and spread of the &2 ' ¢ lashion of Vour

ancestors, king of renowned memory: you :3"'6 Z UTPQSfid ";lth the. favor of 4,
vine clemency to bring under your sway.t e said mainlands anfi islands yiy,
. ' ‘ d inhabitants and to bring them to the Catholic fajth
residents an ding in the Lord this your holy and praisewop,,
y acomplished, and that the name of oyr G5,
we exhort you very earnestly in the Lord anq
tism, whereby you are bound to our apostolic cop.
¢ the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, enjoin strictly,

that inasmuch as with eager zeal for the true faith you design to equip and des-
patch this expedition, you purposc also, as is your duty, to lead.the peaples
dwelling in those islands and countries to deter you thereform, with the stoyt
hope and trust in your hearts that Almighty God will further your undertakings.
And, in order that you may enter upon so great an undertaking with
greater readiness 2nd heartiness endowed with the benefit of our apostolic fa-
vor, we, of our own accord, not at your instance nor at the request of anvone
else in your regard, but of our own sole largess and certain knowledge and of

the fullness of our apostolic power, by the authority of Almigthy God conterred
upon us blessed Peter and of the vicarship of Jesus Christ, which we hold on

earth, do by tenor of these presents, should any of said islands have been found

by your envoys and captains, give, grant, and assign to you and your heirs and

successors, kings of Castile and Leon, forever, together with all their dominions,
cities, camps, places, and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions, and appurte-
nances, all islands and mainlands found and to be found, discovered and to be
discovered towards the west and south, by drawing and establishing a line from
the Arctic pole, namely the north, to the Antarctic pole, namely the south, no
matter whether the said mainlands and islands are found and to be found in the
direction of India or towards any other quarter, the said line to be distant com-
monly known as the Azores and Cape Verde. With this proviso however that
none of the islands and mainlands, found and to be found, discovered and to be
d:scove'red, beyond that said line towards the west and south, be in the actual
E of any Christian king or prince up to the birthday of our Lord Jesus
!il:lrf:;-}t[llmsrtc E;‘;‘ f;(;mAw:ich the present. year one thousand four hundr'ed 3f‘r‘:
and successors ford; na we ma'ke, appoint, and depute you and your Sﬂldhe’
of them with full and free power, authority, and jurisdic

sed 4 :
De Over.

Pices, g
fOY < as &.
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with them and both sides helping €

Ther?fore [ order you, our governor, as soon asy
a : '
nd force these Indians to deal and converse with the

and work in its buildings and gather gold and other met

each 0 . .
land a:§ 3? paid a daily wage and maintenance according to the qu
¢ person and the work that you consider should

e .
ry chief be responsible for a certain number of the

You will ord
for er to work where they are needed, and for bringing them toget

thin

Numb

Latin America 14501600

ey - with this proviso however, that by our gift, grant and ass;
M OV . | g 4 o g S ‘ d>SIET -
.u‘«]“”"'d by any Christian prince, who may be inactual p t)
. A ‘ . . . ‘)\\b(‘5'
L islandl: nlands prior to the said birthday of our Lord Jes

' SUS

cby to be andestood 1o be withdrawn or taken away.

and you invirtue of holy obedience that, employing al]
Nenc 1 the prcmiM’S» as y(.)u also promise — nor do we doubt )i’)lnr

o ccordance with your loyalty and royal greatness of spirit
. aforesaid mainlands and 1slands worthy, God-
lled, and Cxpcl‘icll(‘cd men, in order to mstruct the atoresaid

o n'ncd, ski
holic faith and train them in good morals

{ residents in the Cat

b [sabel of Castilla: The Encomienda ( December 20, 1503)

Dond [sa " ' . ; .
instrUCfim s g | Nle)l&lS de Obando, chief commander of Alcintara

1ins of the island Hispaniola should be freed and not
. ~ted tO servitude . . . ow [ am informed that because of the great free-
dians have, they withdraw and turn away from conversation and
. with Christians, sO that even when they are offered payment

communicatior .
¢ to work but g0 vagabondmg about, and they cannot be cate-

| to convert to our holy Catholic faith, and that for this rea-
no one to work on their farms

chiz.zed and attracted

son the Christians who live on that island have

and upkeep and to help them collect the gold that is on that island, which 1s to

the disadvantage of both sides, and that it is Our desire that these Indians be

converted to our holy Catholic faith and be catechized in matters of faith, and
ne through communication between the Indians

2t island and walking among them and dealing

hecause this can best be do
and the Christians who are on th

.ch other to work the island, populate it
< there so that these my kingdoms and

e sent this letter for that reason.
ou see this letter, to compel
Christians on that island
als and do farm work
to arrange that
ality of the
be assigned them;

se Indians whom
her

make it fruitful, and gather the gold that I
their neighbors might benefit from it, 1 hav

and ma;j : . . .
intenance for the Christians who live on that island; and

festival
s and - n ol
8S of faith at tohther a.Ppmpr,ate days to hear and receive doctrine 11 the
°r of Indiang ehdeS!gnated places, and that each chief will come with the
that you designate to the person or persomns whom you will
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ks assigned by these persons and by paid ,

. - d fulfill as
daily wage that you will determine. This they will jor ;:Eat tLll1else ?;;riee Persong
which thev are, and not servants. And you shall orde ans be well

rs. And you shall
i treated: those who are Christians better than th:ezh;nd neit});er groupnm Cop-
| sent or allow that any person harm or Wrong theti. may dy

otherwise, or they will lose my favor, etc.

name so that they will work at the tas

. - um. Quellen zur Gesch;
(2) W. G. Grewe (ed.), Fontes Historige 1urts C;:’"m:: vz oo lsr‘(’;‘:‘ﬁ:f\ des
% . o ! f101s, > a9y a J N
f;)o:;irecjzts/Sources Relating to the H istor).’ of. - La 'w:{ad?m'angelizationis 1493-1592, ed. 10:;
[ at - America ponnﬁaa primi 3 s |
York, 1988), pp. 103-10; Lat.: . (b) B. de las Casas, Historia de las Indias yo),

( | | ), | . ; tala (Ma- . ’l ), p. 134 (Bmk Il,Cha

ading: (a) H Huiskamp, A Genealogy of E.cclesia..stza?l ]::Zdlt;o;s;& ;
12) -;- FuHr;her I:‘?ng Itthevelopment of the Catholic Church in Territories Assign prtugal b;
Outline, Iilustra

: iest diplomatic documents on Americy
e i Kampen, 1994)5 The earliest :
oy of T 1493 ihe trzty of Tordesillas, Berlin 19275 A- J. R. Brown, The Treaty of

<ation of the Wild Coast (London, 2000); Dussel, Church, pp. 43ff, 53
n

- rdenamiento juridico de la expansion
a-Gallo, “Las bulss Ale}andfo ”v(lmy :lH?DE 27/28, 1957-1958), PP- 461-82; P. de
Seuhl und das spanische Patronat in Amerika” (in: HJ 46,1926, pp. 1-71;&;
. : tre la Santa Sede € Hispanoamérica 1:;93-1835, vol. 1 (Rome, 1959};
dem, Resor® ; : . da Indiana (Mexico City, 1992); idem, Suplemento Ao ¥
(l?) S . Z’amla, lf;a En;c:zienda Indiana (Mexico City, 1994); idem, The. Colon.zal Period x.n the His-
Zf::?t;f(;; World (Mexico City, 1996); L. B. Simpson, The Encomienda in New Spain {Berke-

ley, 1982); Dussel, Church, pp. 53t

oy, portuguesa ¥ castell
Leturia, “Der Heilige

224. The Advent Sermon of Antonio Montesinos (1511)

The first community of Dominicans reached Espanola (the Dominican Republacfanlt:::
september of 1510. Since they had come in the spirit of strict observa!nce andra tz -
tation of Christ, it did not take long for the undaunted Dominicans, in the best traditt

of the Order. to make the connection between praxis and law, to detect the contradic-
tion, and to decide to denounce the actions of their compatriots from

“were excessively brutal and who knew no mercy or pity” (Las Casas). The pro |
mon of Antonio Montesinos (d. 1540) on the fourth Sunday of Advent (Decembef 21.;5;;_
represents a rebellion of conscience and belongs to those events that we should ehe
nitely call epochal in ecclesial and human history. Christianity had barely 7 eached | "
New World in earthen vessels when the Dominicans, by means of this sermon, gave

: . who
back its own unique character as a "messianic” religion of the hungry and of thosé
thirst for justice.

he pulpit who
phetic séf*

, N0
Came the Sunday and the time to preach. Padre Fray Anton Montesin

mounted the pulpit. He took as the basic document of his sermon,
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s S0-] o000

ng out in the desert” [Joh L23] [.. ). “I have gotten up h
vOICE oy gqware. [ am the voice of Christ in the desert of this i;ldnd T‘}: | ere to
make ¥ se of vou to pay attention, more than that, o |; te . .}ft’torc.
ith every pore. That voice will be ope vou h, 3‘:“ “.Hh o
whole hear?, _ hardest, most feartul, menacine + : ¢ never heard
s ° e mel & You ever thought to hear
1] in mortal sin,” he s:gd, vou live in it, vou die in It, because of
[ » yranny You work on these mngcent peoples. Tell me. Bv what right.
 pat justice do vou hold these Indians in such cruel and horrible se;vi-
with ¥ hat authority have you made such hideous wars On these peoples?
- .ng on their own lands in peace and quiet. Bv what right have \'m;
Th }e { them, so many, many of them, with unspeakable death and destructibn?
* what right do you keep th.efn SO oppre§sed and exhausted? You give them no
ve them no medicine for the illnesses thev incur from the excessive
ork you put them to every day. And they die on you. O, to put it better, vou
il them. Just 0 get at gold, to acquire gold, day after dav. And what steps do
“ou take to have someone teach them? So they know their God and creator, so
ﬂle\’ .re baptized, 0 they hear mass, so t}?e‘v Keep fast-davs feast davs and Sun-
da\"s? The Indians, are they not human beings? Do they not have rational souls?
Ar;:‘ sou not required to. love them as vou love vourselves? Do vou not know
this?. Not understand thlS? Hf)w can vou be so as.leep, so deep in such a torpid
dream? Take this for certain, in the state you are in, vou can no more save vour

<ouls than Moors or Turks who neither have the Christian faith nor want jt!”

B .
fOOd’ you &l

Source: Indian Freedom: The Cause of Bartolomé de Las Casas 1484-1566, A Reader (Kansas City,
1995}, pp. 141-142. — Further Reading: G. Gutiérrez, Las Casas: In Search of the Poor of Jesus
Christ (Marvknoll, NY, 1993); B. Biermann, “Die ersten Dominikaner in Amerika,” in: Z\MR 5,
1947/1948, pp. 57-65, 107-121; B. de las Casas, The Devastation of the Indies: A Brief Account (Balti-
more, 1992); M. A. Medina, Una comunidad al servicio del indio (Madrid, 1983); Dussel, Church,

pp. 43ff, 201ff.; Delgado, Gott, pp. 143-176; Delgado, Abschied, pp. 29-78.

225. The “Requerimiento” and Criticism of It

After Montesinos’ sermon the Crown convened a junta (commission) of theologians and
jurists. On the one hand they developed the Laws of Burgos (1512) and Valladolid (1513) in
;’; izrttho imit the fierce exploitation of the Indians and of the encomienda. On the other
the Eur:y:; afted t'he reguerimien'to (1513) in order to justify the crusades of conc!uest to
i 20.’30-1';)131('1:!&, wntt? a. subjugation demand or conquistador proclamation (Ff'
and ethic.a| “dis.c € requerimiento (.document a) is thus the first response to the color.nal
“With what right:fs'()fn of ownership™ which Montesinos had initiated with t.he questlon
1545) harshie, .. (F - document 224). Later theologians like Francisco de Vitoria (1483-

y Criticized the requerimiento and justified legal titles which were based,
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tion!s and the ius praedicandi. The requerimje

514 by Pedrana® Davila during the conquest of Dariér;topw

to, which, among other things, refers to the papal(ba |

ont 2233), @ Wa' against the Indians is to be J'UdgeL:;' of Al.
“Just®

Jfter their refusal to submit to the sovereignty of the Pope and the Spanish King. W
. War.

fare according to the method of the requerimiento belonged to the accepted ryles of th
2

1 the confrontation between Muslims.and Christians. On linguistic grounds 3,
ely incomprehensible to the Native Amer; ne,
Cans,

re (document b), but he also (cf. commentary to 4
of concession and the absence of 3 \g:

anead

above all, on the ius communicd

out for the first time in 1
According to the requerimiern
exander VI of 1493 (cf. documm

a. The Requerimiento (1513)

King, Don rernando, and of Dona Juana, his daughter

d Leon, subduers of the barbarous nations, we their ser-
u, as best we can [. . .] that the Lord our

God, Living and Fternal, Heaven and the Earth, and one man and

, and we, and all the men of the world, were and are
e afters us. [. - -] Of all these nations God
called St. Peter, that he should be Lord and

Id, that all should obey him, and that he
ever men should live, and

d he gave him the world

On the part of the
Queen of Castille an

our Lord gave charge to one mar,
in the wor

.or of all the men 1
should be the head of the whole human race, wher
under whatever law, sect, Of belief they should be; an
for his kingdom and jurisdiction. [...] This man was called Pope, as if to sy,
Admirable Great Father and Governor of men. The men who lived in that time
obeyed that St. Peter, and took him for Lord, King, and Superior of the universe
so also they have regarded the others who after him have been elected to the

and will continue till the

.6 cate, and so has it been continued even till now;
ntiffs, who succeeded that St. Peter as Lord of
tioned, made dona-

hich I have before men
the aforesaid King and Queen and 10
a8 1S CON-

are in these territories,
bject as aforesaid, which

k and require you

the world, in the dignity and seat W
tion of these isles and Tierra-firme to

their successors, our lords, with all that there
tained in certain writings which passed upon the su
you can see if you wish. [. . .] Wherefore, as best we can, We as
that you consider what we have said to you, and that you take the time that shall

be sl to understand and deliberate upon it, and that you acknowledge
the Church as the Ruler and Superior of the whole world, and the high priest
called Pope, and in his name the King and Queen Doia Juana our lords, in his
piace, i Supes iors and lords and kings of these islands and this Tierra-firme by
virtue of the said donation, and that you consent and give place that these relt-
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Jeclare and preach to you the aforesaid. If you do so, you
> fathers : 4 which you are obliged to do to their Highnesses, and we in
eive you in all love and charity [...] and they shall not com-
Christians unless you yourselw.es, wben informed of the truth,
pel ' oH b Converted to our Holy Catholic Falt.h, as almost all the inhab-

. .]ands have done. [. . .] But, if you do not do this, and
tify to you that, with the help of God, we shall
and shall make war against you in all ways
subject you to the yoke and obedience of

sses; we shall take you and your wives and your
and as such shall sell and dispose of

nmand; and we shall take away your goods,

ay co
n, as to vassals who do

; hief and damage that we ca
shall Odyrefuse o receive their lord, and resist and contradict him; and we
n . 1 shall accrue from this are your fault,

of course, Nor of these cavaliers who come

ou and made this Requisition, we re-
and we ask the

protes! the heir Highnesses,

have said this to'y
re present 10 give us his testimony in writing,

ent that they should be witnesses of this Requisition.

m of the Requerimiento (ca. 1526)

,, Bartolome de las Casas: Criticis

With what reasons,
God of the Spaniards was moT¢
they believed in had created the world

them the same order, affirming to them |
ator of the world and of men, would they be obliged to believe 1t¢ . . .

And then, what feelings would they have — what love and reveren.ce to-
;:ard the God of the Spaniards would it inspire in their hearts, especially 1n the
ngs and lords — to hear that by God’s order, St. Peter or his successor the
Pope had given their lands to the king of the Spaniards, while they believed

themsely :
es and their ancestors to be true kings and free an

of the ]
and from many years before; and that they and th
known O

that Mohammed was the

d the ancient owners

eir slaves Were being
r heard, not




jealous of humankind. He i

LATIN AMERICA

hat should they i o

rous men, so heavily armed? What could they, W d
‘ U0
—~ rﬁl’
assume or expect ol such people? “0n
Furthermore: Is it customary and right, 10 reason and natural law, ¢

king without establishing a treaty
| Y OT ¢y
|

eoarding the good and just way in which
o S » o

would rule them, and regarding the service .that th.t’v are required to re
t-om the beginning their choice and accepty),

which treaty would establish |
. ‘ i ) o ™ . - sy ] \ ?
the new king, or of a new SUCCESSO an ancient state:

them to swear obedience to 4 fore1gn

tract or covenant with them 1 ki
ng

Nder,
CE of

o Histortae Jurts Gentrum. Quellen zur Geschychy de
‘ € des

, W 0 C,Vations, vol. 24 1Rz .
Relating to the HIsioD of the La f | » 1493-1815 (Berlin/New,
istoria de las Indias, vol. 3 (Obras completas vo. <
L

125 (Casas, H ‘
ed. 1. Pérez Fernandez €t 11, (Madrid. 1994 ), P (Book I1I, Chapter 58). — Further Readmg:

B. Biermann, “Das Requen’micnto in der spamschen Conquista (1n: NZM 6,1950), PP. 94-14
-8: J. A. Fernéndez-Santamaria, The State, War and Peace (Cambridge

Delgado, Ahschied, pp- 29 |
ot for Justice 11 the Conquest of America (Dallas, 2002);

—). L. Hanke, The 5 anish Struggle
g L ’ Christ (Maryknoll, 1993).

carch of the Poor of Jesus

(ed.), Fon

Source: (a) W. G. (G;rewe

Volkerrechts/Sources

York. 1988}, pp. 68-70; b} B. de -
p. 19981

(;. Gutierrez, Las Casas: In S

Dignity of the Indians (1537)

»26. Pope Paul 111 on the Human

st and evangelization d dispute arose over the human
e. The missionaries were also divided into

d-1530s, the latter addressed themselves

pe — thereby circumventing the patrondage = with a request for a clarifying
word. This led to the authoritative papal bull Veritas Ipsa (also called Sublimis Deus) of

June 2, 1537 which maintained the human dignity of the indians and their ability to be-
lieve. Las Casas and the “indophiles” always quoted and propagated this edict. The "in-

ention” of Pope Paul lll resulted in a patronage conflict with Charles V which was not

finally settled until the Treaty of Nice (1538).

During the first decades of conque€
dignity of the indians and their ability to believ

“indophobe” and “indophile” parties. In the mi

as we know, when He sent preachers
” [Matt. 28:19]. All, He said,
an saw and was
concocted a

Who is never deceived or deceiving, said,
out to preach the faith: “Go, and teach everyone
without exception, since all are capable or learning the faith. Sat

ghts goodness always to destroy it. He
d to people for their salva-

novel way to prevent the world of God being preache

tion. He got certain of his lackeys, who wanted to satisfy their lust
d others like them who came 1nto

holic faith —
ever they were.

affirm rashly that East and West Indians —an

our ken recently, and therefore lacked a knowledge of our Cat

- brute beasts, were to be subjected to our control wher
These lackeys reduce them to slavery, they load them with a
would never load on any beast of burden

fflictions they

We are the unworthy Viceregent on earth of the Lord. We try with all our

290
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lead into the flock of Christ committed to our care, those who are out-
o 1€d |

; fold. We are aware through what we have been told that those In-
e the sheephuman beings, have not only the capacity for Christian faith, but
ue it. We wish to provide apt solutions for the situation.

flock to 1
© .k of, and all other peoples who later come to the knowledge

~ ..« outside the faith though they be, are not to be deprived of their
of Christiat> = ht to their property. They are to have, to hold, to enjoy both
liberty g on, freely, lawfully. They must not be enslaved. Should any-

' eerent be done, it is void, invalid, of no force, no worth. And those In-
thing d;fcfle;ther peoples are 10 be invited into the faith of Christ by the preach-
dians @

__ of God’s word and the example of a good life.
ing

. The Cause of Bartolomé de Las Casas 1484-1566: A Reader (Kansas City,
(Lat.: America pontificia primi saeculi evangelizationis 1493-1592, ed. J. Metzler
vol. 1, pp. 364-366. — Further Reading: A. de la Hera, “El derecho de los

1 2 1lalibertad y a la fe” (in: AHDE 26,1956), pp- 89-181; M. M. Martinez, “Las Casas-Vitoria
mdlgs ;‘a gublimis Deus, ~ in: A. Saint-Lu u.a. (eds.), Estudios sobre Fray Bartolomé de Las Casas
{Sl: vﬂ:la, 1974), PP- 25-515 H. R. Parish, H. E. Weidmann, Las Casas en México (Mexico City, 1992);
‘ “Der Konflikt zweier Universalismen,” in: D. Biichel, V. Reinhardt (eds.), Modell

M. Delgado,
Rom? (K6ln, 2003), pp. 83-100; J. A. Fernandez-Santamaria, The State, War and Peace (Cam-

bridge, 1977); L. Hanke, The Spanish Struggle for Justice in the Conquest of America (Dallas,
2002); idem, Pope Paul 111 and the American Indians (Cambridge, Mass., 1937); G. Gutiérrez, Las

Casas: In Search of the Poor of Jesus Christ (Maryknoll, 1993).

1995)) PP- 214'215‘
(Vatican City, 1991)5

227. Two Controversial Interpretations of the “Compelle intrare”

Relying on the papal bull of concession Inter Caetera (cf. document 223a), the humanist
and Aristotle expert Juan Ginés de Sepulveda (d. 1573) advocated the political
;Z‘:::jt;ni:nism of the e'cclesia militans, justifying military campaigns of conquest fol-
" Casa:’(10r8ced conversion by the de facto dominatir.'ag force. In contrast, Bartolome d'e
elgions a:d??f& defender of the rights of the Indians as well as of the values of their
peacefi miSSio;aures, der'mt{ncer of the conquest and th.e encom:en.da, c.iefender of
War and that the c;meolrlk).msnsted that the Gospel has nothing to c!o w1th. violence a.nd
lustified the use of fo e ’”.trare of Ll:lke 14:23, the Bible passage with which Augustine
derstooq > ersuas'rce agalﬂSF heretics and schismatics in the fifth century, is to be un-
"M exhortation of t;‘on (-)f the‘mtellect by rational means and by the gentle attraction
.De UNico voe atinn e will. This view underlies all his work and his missiological treatise
lise of the onis modo omnium gentium ad veram religionem,” the first such trea-
Modern age. On the baci , , ' S

s Theologige 1, q. 66 asis of Cajetan’s commentary on Thomas Aquinas
P& of pagane wr; h » 3. 8, it was crucial for him that the Indians represented a
©Nad not been able to hear the Gospel until then and, therefore,

against
No ¢ :
flon was per mitted, unlike against the “heretics.”

Oer

291




LATIN AMERICA

a. Juan Ginés de Sepulveda (1544)

Leopoldo [one of the participant

read that Christ or his ApOS
nly invited them. . - -

rch was germinating, and the prophe
‘May all kings fall down before him ;Z
72:11] And 1n truth the more this i ;fu]

that time the new S€
had not yet been fulfilled that say>:

nations give him service’ ¢ [Psalm .
flled, the more the power of the Church grows, not only to invite but als,

to Obllge what 1S gOOd, and this 1S what theLord meant, for although he
had great power teach humility. And to confirm this opin-

: . e St. Augustine added: “Christ gave ample evi-
feast, when [the host] sent a slave to in-
d not come he told the slave: ‘Go out at
nd bring in the poor, the crip-
what you ordered has

‘s in the parable of the

d when they woul
d lanes of the town d

pled, the blind, and the lame. And the slave said, “Sir,
been done, and there s still room. Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go

3

]

|

'i

:

vite the guests, all g
out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my }
}

:

|

|

i

|

:

i

|

f

house may be filled. [Luke 14:21-23] Notice that of the first group he said to

. vite them, and of the last he said to compel them. This represented the
beginning of the still- nd the later stage when [the

Gentiles] had to be compelled by force. . - » In this way he affirmed that
Invi at also compelled to the good,

these barbarians should not only
that is, to justice and religion, espe be carried out

with so little effort and sO few losse
submit, and we can once and for all see salvation and great oo

most infinite multitude of present and future human beings,

last forever.

d for an al-
which will

b, Bartolomé de las Casas (1551)

sociates to produce some
as he explains 16
e forgiveness of sins

At this point I would like Sepulveda and his as
from sacred literature where the gospel parable 1s explained

is, that the gospel (which is the good and joyful news) and th
sh.ould be proclaimed with arms and bombardments, by subjecting 2 nation
with armed militia and pursuing it with the force of war. What do joyfu! tiding?
have to do with wounds, captivities, massacres, conflagrations, the destruction :

of cities, and the common evils of war? They will go to hell rather than Jearn the

2092




advantag" s of the gospel. And what w;
1NCeS of other peoples out of fea
"o hands am;‘vut.atc.'d, their intestip,
the God of the (/hm“af‘&? They will copy. by ot n \‘\'}1"
o the Jevil, not the children of o4 and th..
From what has been deduced s exteng't, S
15 i_ntended b)’ Christ 1N the Phrase frl(\):'\ it

ing W SONE I
me In [Lgke 14,23]; that i the . the Parab)

urce (3 ) J. Ginés de Sepulveda, Demécrates Segundo ¢ dp |
. aS]uSt

ndios, €d- Angel Losada (Madrid, 1984), pp. 697, (b) B. de |
DeKalb; 11l., 1992)> PP- 270, 303. — Further Reading: B deals
, '} Sas ' v e a : d
(alladolid (1550-1551)" 102 Las Casas (WA) 1, pp. 337 456 o . " Die Dispugyy
war and Peace (Cambridge, 1977); L. Hanke, The Spanis andez-S

4 (Dallas, 2002); G.. Gutierrez, Las Casas: In Seqych, of

dians . | n Sepilved '
¢ Valladolid,” in: J. Friede, B. Keen (eds.), Bartolom¢ 4 Il,)as (eja: and Las Casas jp (b
a

junta ©
. B. de las Casas, The Only Way (New York, 1991)

-1), pp- 127-23% |
Kingdom of the Franciscans in the New World (Berkeley, %1970): .

93ff.

s 1n History (DeKalh
 J. L. Phelan, The Millennig)

atourette, Expansiop, 11, pp.

C. ESTABLISHMENT OF COLONIAL CHURCH STRUCTURES

228. Pope Julius 1I: Kingly Patronage (1508)

The Catholic Kings of Spain, who had been named patrons of Granada because of their
role in conquering that region, endeavored to gain that same patronage on discovering
the New World. This patronage was shaped by the various bulls they had requested from
the Pope. As was the custom, the kings drafted a document which they included with
their request, and negotiated the final and definitive document with the Roman curia.
Often the document had to be revised many times until the Kings were satisfied. The pa-
pal bull of concession Inter Caetera of Alexander VI issued on May 4,1493 (cf. document
2233) already contained wording in the patronage tradition, even if it did not formally
award the patronage. In this document a part of the New World was “given, gra?ted and
assigned” to the Catholic Kings and their successors for 1l times. At the same time they
were solemnly admonished to appoint “worthy, God-fearing, learned, skilled, and expe-
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