e

other would accept war ragp, er th
the war came.

POpulatj
slaVes’ not dlStrlbuted gene P tion were COI()red

B rally ove .
jocalized 10 the Southern par¢ of irtth,[?hg;:or;, but
: Slaves

constituted a peculiar and

L Powerfu]
gnew that this interest was, somehgy, It’;l:il;est. Al
> ause of

etua_te, and extend this
which the insurgents
by war; while the gov-
do .more than to restrict
01:c 1t. Neither party ex-
gnitude, or the duration,

ned. Neither aptic;
. . Icipated
that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or

ven pefore, the.conﬂict itself should cease. Each
Jooked for an easier triumph, and a result less funda-
e qtal and astounding. Both read the same Bible
and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aici
against the other. It may seem strange that any men
should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wring-

the war. To strengthen, perp
ipterest Was the O‘bject for
would rend the Union, even
ernment claimed no right to
the territorial enlargement
octed for the war, the ma
which it has already attai

ing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces;

put let us judge not that we be not judged. The

prayers of both could not be answered; that of nei-
her has been answered fully. The Almighty has His
own purposes. “Woe unto the world because of of-
fences! for it must needs be that offences come; but

an let jt Perish. Apg
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Xzesizltlhs; man by whom tt}e offence cometh!” If
those 0ffeng£;)s§, }':hz;: {\mencan Sl?.very is one of
Must needs Comelcb’ in th.e pr0v1d'ence of _God,
through His 4 oin,t dlit which, hav1f1g continued
and that He gi\lz)es toeboltﬁl; Hehnow wills to remove,
rible war. a5 e orth and South, this ter-
fen ’ woe dl.le to those by whom the of-
€€ came, shall we discern therein any departure
o ’fhose divine attributes which the believers
In a Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do
we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty
scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God
wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the
bOfldman’s two hundred and fifty years of unre-
quited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of
blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another
drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand
years ago, so still it must be said “the judgments of
the Lord, are true and righteous altogether.”

With malice toward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and
his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish
a just, and a lastsing peace, among ourselves, and
with all nations.

JOHN DEWEY

John Dewey (1859-1952), the foremost American philosopher of the first half of the twentieth century, delivered
this talk on February 22, 1937, to the National Education Association, meeting in New Orleans.

Democracy

) officers. It is that of course. But it is something

broader and deeper than that.
" The political and governmental phase of democ-
racy is a means, the best means so far found, for

i -y :%.an & special political

[Dlemocracy is much broader if:an a specialp ;

form, a method of conduciing government, O
making laws and carrying on gmiemmental admin-

istration by means of popular suffrage and elected

From The Collected Works of John Dewey, Later Works, vol. 11. Copyright © 1986 by the Center for Dewey Studies. Reprinted

by permission of the publisher, Southern [llinois University Press.
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realizing ends that lie in the wide domain of human
relationships and the development of human person-

ality. It is, as we often say, though perhaps without
e sayingfa way

appreciating a is involved in th
T Tife, social and individual)The key-note of democ-
Tacy as a way of life may be expregsed, it seems to

me, as the necessity for the articipation_of every

mature homan being i formationlof the values that
hich is neces-

tegulate the living of men together—W.
point of_both The general social

sary from the stand

I S

) welfare and the full development of human beings as
individuals. @ @
ZjUniversal suffrage, TeCUIring elections; Tesponsi-

‘bility of those who are in political power to the

Gters, and the other factors of democratic govern-
Thent are means that have been found expedient for

realizing democracy as the truly _human way of
living@y are no
! They are to be judged on the basis of their cont
tion to an end. It is a form of idolatry to erect means
into the end which they serve. Democratic political

forms are simply the best means that human wit has
to a special time in history. But they rest

ribu-

devised up
- back upon the idea that no man or limited set of men
f W or o0od enough to rule others with-
Out their consent; the positive meaning of this state-
Mwl
institutions ' ing_and
e is influ-

managing them. The two facts that each on
enced in what he does and enjoys and in what he
becomes by the institutions under wi
and that therefore he shall have in & den
voice in shaping them, are ithe 1
sides of the same fact.
The development of poiitical demor
» about through substitution of the method
consultation and voluntary agreement for the method
of subordination of the many to the few enforced
from above. Social arrangements_which_involve
fixed subordination are maintained by coercion. The
coercion need not be physical. There have existed,
for short periods, benevolent despotisms. But coer-
cion of some sort there has been; perhaps economic,
certainly psychological and moral. The very fact of
exclusion from participation is a subtle form of

Lok R ‘é'i‘v""c
e DO By,

Iy

cy came

of mutual

t a final end and a final value)

JOHN DEWEY

i i . - dividuals 1o opportunity to
Slglgeitidge“l;:i;nwhat is good for toem. Others
g osed to be wiser and who 1n any case
ide the question for them and
means by which sub-

he enjoyment of what 'is good for

i on and suppression 1§ more
et B .ve than is overt intimidation
bitual and embodied in

When it is ha
it seems the normal and natural
sually become unaware

jopment of their own

who are SuPP

have more PO
also decide the ™
arrive att

and restraint.
social institutions,
state of affairs. The mass u

they have a claim to a deve 1
T so restricted that_they

W- It is part of the dem-
cratic conception that they as 1nd1v1dugls are not
the only sufferers but that the whole social body 1s
deprived of the potential resources that should be at
ss

its service. T individ he -
s one thing they are

may not be very wise. But there i ‘
about than anybody else can be, and that is

wiser
where the shoe pinches, the troubles they suffer
from.

cracy_is faith in the caAug

The foundation of demo
human intelligence,

acities of human nature; faith in
led and cooperative experi-

and in the power of poo
ence. It is not belief that these things are complete but
11 grow and be able to

~fhat if given a show they wi
generate progressively the knowledge and wisdom

needed to guide collective action. Every autocratic
and authoritarian scheme of social action rests on a
veTiof that the needed intelligence is confined to a su-
perior few who because of inherent natu@"fg'ﬁ“ts are

WM Y .
Zidowed with the ability and the Lcontrol the

conduct of others; layin and rules

..—P""» . . . ..~ - - )
i directing the ways in which they are carried out.

-t

T would be foolish to deny that much can be said for
this point of view. It is that which controlled human
relations in social groups for much the greater part of
human history. The democratic faith has emerged
very, very recently in the history of mankind. Even
where democracies now exist, men’s minds and feel-
ings are still permeated with ideas about leadership
imposed from above, ideas tha veloped in the long

oarl' h‘is ind. After democratic political
institutions were nominally established, beliefs and
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ways of looking at life and of acting that originated
when men and vs{omen were externally controlled and
Subjected to arbrtrary power, persisted in the family,
the church, business and the school, and experience
cpows that as Jong as they persist there, political de-
mocracy is not secure.

Wﬁlity is an element of the democratic
Wwever, belief in equality of natural
M&Those who proclaimed the idea of
equality did not suppose they were enunciating a

Sychological doctrine, but a legal and political one.
All individuals are entitled to equality of treatment
by law and in its administration. Each one is affected
equally in quality if not in quantity by the institu-
tions under which he lives and has an equal right to
express his judgment, although the weight of his
judgment may not be equal in amount when it enters
into the pooled result to that of others. In short, each
oneis. equally an individual and entitled to equal op-

Eortunity of development of his own capacities, be

hey large of small in range Moreover, each has

t
: Mf
' others are {0 e ver atural and psy-

chological In¢ it the more reason for estab-
Jishment_by_law :
otherwi
Owg/

While what we call intelliges
unequal amounts, it is the det
sufficiently general so that ez
something to_contribut

gence constituted by the conirl fions of ail. overy
authoritarian scheme, on the contrary assumes that
its value may be assesse rinCif

y SOme prior princl les if

not of family and birth or rac an c/ogor_p}sses—
sion of material wealth, fhen by the position and
Tank a person occupies in the existing social scheme.
The democratic faith in equality is the faith that
each individual shall have the chance and opportu-
nity to contribute whatever he is capable of contrib-
uting, and that the value of his contribution be
decided by its place and function in the organized
total of similar contributions—not on the basis of
prior status of any kind whatever.

111l

des the impor,
tance of the effective release of intelligence 11 con-
nection with persona eXperience Tn the de ocratic

way of living. 1 bave done SO purposely b : ©”
mocracy is so often and so naturally associated 11

our minds with M, forgetting the
importance of freed intelligence which is necessary

\ freedom of action. Unless

ction has intelligence and in-
manifestation is

I have emphasized in what prece

to(d
freedom of indivi
formed conviction back of it, its
almost sure to result in confusion and disorder. The
democratic\.idea of freedom is nOt the right of eacn
individual to do as he pleases, even if it be qunhﬁed
by adding “provided he does not interfere with the
same freedom on the part of others.”
is not always, not often enough, €Xpre
the basic freedom s that of freedom of mind and of
whatever degree of freedom of action and experl
ence is necessary 1o produce freedom of 'mtell.r—
gence. The modes of freedom guaranteed in the Brll
of Rights are all of this nature. Freedom of belief

and conscience, of expression of opinion, of assem-

gsed in words,

. bly for discussion and conference, of the press as an

organ of communication. They are guaranteed be-
cause without them individuals are not free to de- \
velop and society 18 deprived of what they might
contribute. . . -

There is some kind of government, of control,
wherever affairs that concern a pumber of persons
who act together are engaged in. It is a superficial
view that holds government is located in Washington
and Albany. There is government in the family, in
husiness, in the church, in every social group. There
are regulations, due to custom if not to enactment,
that settle how individuals in a group act in connec-
tion with one another.

Itis a disputed question of theory and practice just
how far a democratic political government should go
in control of the conditions of action within special
groups. At the present time, for example, there are
those who think the federal and state governments
leave too much freedom of independent action to in- |
dustrial and financial groups and there are others
who think the Government is going altogether t00 far
at the present time. I do not need to discuss this
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ghase of the Problem mych less to try to settle it. But
Tl must be poipgeq out that if the methods of regula-

tion ang administratjoy, in vogue in the conduct of

social inte i

| ily
and tastes, the attitudes, interests

greater

involved in the

sonal dispositions; in short
intelligence,

In the broad a

educational in the sepss

fin

AELILTIO0 4
applies with special foree to the schogl
main business of the famwily an
ence directly the formation ang growth of attitudes
and dispositions, emotional, intellectual and moral,
Whether this educative process is carried on in g
predominantly democratic or non-democratic way
becomes therefore a question of transcendent jm-
portance not only for education itself but for its
final effect upon all the interests and activities of g
society that is committed to the democratic way of
life. . ..

[Tlhere are certain corollaries which clarify the
meaning of the issue. Absence of participation
tends to produce lack of interest and concern on the

JOHN DEWEY

i orrespondin
shut out. Tht.s r‘e'sult :UE: ocmaticglly an(g1
fective responsibility. fecling devel.
lack of effectiv f not consciously, the teeling
unconsciously, 1 nof o affair, it is the business of
ops, “this 1s non_el‘;t that particular set_ of .Georges
those at the toI;,) be done.” The countries in Wth‘h
do what.needi exnment prevails are just those in
autocratic gOiS least public spirit and 'fhej greatest
.wh1.ch there to matters of general as d1'st1nct from
indifference S Where there is little po-W.er,
g::;s;)nizl zg;‘;spéﬂdingly little sense of p(‘)SIE“{z
responsibility—It is enough to dOﬂWh?;l:’tnEI;;av‘:(’) N
to do sufficiently well to escape ag. 508 g
able notice. About larger matters a spirit of passiv-
ity i dered. ... :
v [IIS]te Is]t%flr;s also true thgt inC'flpacuy Fo a§su;111e Fhe
responsibilities involved in having a voice ins ap}):.ng
policies is bred and increas.ed by conditions in which
that responsibility is denied. I suppose .tl._y_g_e_'ms
never ig o who did not u?"
E his conduct on the ground of the unfitness of his
subjects to take part in government. . . . But, as was

part of those

—said €arlier, habitual exclusion has the effect of re-

ducing a sense of responsibility for what is done and
its consequences. What the argument for democracy
implies is that the best way to produce initiative and
constructive power is to exercise it. Power, as well as
interest, comes by use and practice
The funda; ‘@ﬁtz{iﬁ&@’i%@f& and pract@ of democ-
figed as they never have been
6 they are more than chal-
: iessly and Systematically de-
d. Bverywhere there are waveg of criticism and
\d{mbt 38 1 whether democracy can meet pressing
d security. The causes for the

i

it was nominally establigheq are complex. But of one
tinng I think we may be syre Wherever it has fallen
it was

think, that Unlesg

Ng proveg conclusively, 1
action are part ¢

democratic habits of thought and
f the fibey of a people, political
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cy is insecure. It cannot stand in isolation. It
puttressed by the presence of democratic
in all social relationships. The relations that

demOCI'a
must b

methods

(st in € cae . only
inportance in this respect to those which exist in in-
i

dustry and business, perhaps not even to them. . . .

ducational institutions are second only in
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I can think of nothing so important in this country at
present as a rethinking of the whole problem of democ-
racy and its implications. Neither the rethinking nor the

action it should produce can be brought into being in
day or year. The democratic idea itself demands that th
thinking and activity proceed cooperatively.



