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BOOK I

o and every inquiry, and similarly every action and pur-
prev  oht to AN 2t some good; and for this reason the good has
n declared 1 to be that at which all things aim. But a certain

nd among ends; some are activities, others are

activities that produce t
s the nature of the products to be
" than the ac there are many actions, arts, and
B their ends also are many, the end of the medical art is health,

1, that of strategy victory, that of econom-

der a single capacity—as
d with the equipment of
and every military action
ther arts fall under yet others—

ter arts are to be preferred to all
of the former that the

her the activities them-
Ise apart from the

t
ee
Aty P
;ﬁerence is fou h
sucts P2t from the &= T2
Pr; part from the actions, 1t 1
4o tivities. Now, as

and this

in the same way O

ds of the mas
-+ 1s for the sake

4 subordinate ends; {

iter are pursued. It makes no difference whet
dies are the ends of the actions, 0T something €
wiivities, as in the caseé of the sciences just mentioned.

nall of these the en

e end of the things we do, which we desire
irits own sake* (everything else being desired for the sake of this),
ad if we do not choose everything for the sake of something else
mgt that ratesthe process would go on to infinity, SO

be empty and vain), clearly this must be the goo

g}“}elff prOd' Will not the knowledge of it, then, :
kalyi Sh_aH we not, like archers who have a mark to 2l at,
b dgt Oh.lt upon what is right? If so, we must try;

Jdetermine what it is, and of which of the sciences OF capacl
belong to the most quthoritatl
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s economics, rhetoric; now, since politics uses th

15 fine and just actions, which political science invegt

20 ing of such subjects and with such premisses to indicate th

: LBk
od that which is most truly the master art. Ang 1
an ¢ this nature; for it is this tha.t ordaing Whic of n
be o be studied in a state, and which each Class o & the oy,
should n?i up to what point they should learn thep . acltizerls N
i;irl;ost highly esteemed of capacities to fall ypq er ¢ ‘nde We h“‘"lg
; By
€ rest g 8ty 'y
. . t at :
and since, again, it legislates as Fo W}}at We are tg g, ang ;:}? e, ¥
to abstain from, the end of thlsh SCIengef must ing, thg, "ts
others, so that this end must be the good for ma, Fq eveno-se i
is the ,same for a single man and for a state, that of g it g,
at all events something greater and more COmplete v, ether
or to preserve; though it is worth .Whlle to at.tam the eng t
one man, it is finer and more godlike to attain it el
. ‘atiop ,, "
nqun'y aimso; i

» dpp

it is political science, in one sense of that term, y

3 Our discussion will be adequate i.f it .has as much
subject-matter admits of, for precision is not tq be s
in all discussions, any more than in all the products of

learneSs .

. gateS: adm
much variety and fluctuation of opinion, so that they Mmay he thau,
0“

to exist only by conven.tion, and not by na.ture. And 200ds gy, i
rise to a similar fluctuation because they bring harm ¢ many pegy,
for before now men have been undo'ne by reason of thejr wealth g
others by reason of their courage. We must be content, then, in Speck.
e truth
roughly and in outline, and in speaking about things which are only fr
the most part true and with premisses of the same kind to reach concl
sions that are no better. In the same spirit, therefore, shoulq each
type of statement be received; for it is the mark of an educated ma

25 to look for precision in each class of things just so far as the nau

1095»

of the subject admits; it is evidently equally foolish to accepipfogsgz
reasoning from a mathematician and to demand from a rheto
scientific proofs. ~ 1oft

Now each man judges well the things he knows, an 'Oa
a good judge. And so the man who has been educated lneive an
a good judge of that subject, and the man who has rz;g man 57
round education is a good judge in general. Hence a y?s inexperieﬂ“d
a proper hearer of lectures on political science; f<?r be ltar’t 7010 {heie
in the actions that occur in life, but its discussions ﬁow his p”
and are about these ; and, further, since he tends to fo

hese e &
subject &
.

for er&ly‘f% !
]() ] . a n . s

a3 th&
ou ht fOI' Al

the Craft N::
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men and people of superior €

937

le, because the end aimed at is

. yain and unprofitab
ﬁ‘l will be L] A d .
| ut action: nd it makes no difference whether he is 5

dy :
1::0 ng(eiffs of .yo,%a}ful in gharacte‘r  the defect does not depen
I inbut >, his hvmgﬁ and pursuing each successive object, a3
For to guch persons, as to the incontinent, knowledge
accordance with 10

'1116; , g, .
i irect " put to those who desire and act in
bout such matters will be of great

P go? 0
o 10 P aciple gnowledge 2
brlﬂtf oﬂal pI’
t the student, the sort of treatment to be €X-
be taken as our preface:

f
bt 0
Al rks @ -
remd rpose of the inquiry, may

beﬂ
[ od the pu
higg .l . y
F s e our inquiry and state, in view of the fact that all
et ery .ursult aims at some good, what it is that we
s at and what is the highest of all goods 13
ral agreement; for

¢ledg® A .once al
: 15c1enC
Verbally there is very gene
finement say

pieV ]
generd T T
and identify l1vIng well and doing well with being

bO[h th neé

tit 18 happ ! d h > 3 1

ot Wi gard to W at happiness 15 they differ, an
..o the same account as the wise. For the former

un of

wealth, Of

oY ' do 00t give
tbelr{n? me plain and obvious thing, like pleasuré
however, from one another———and often even the
with health when he is

T
h%gjour; h differ, ¢ . .
:jentifies 1t with different things,
when he is poor; but, conscious of their ignorancé 25
i . 1441 that is above their
¢ from these many

s the goodness
n held

to be arguable.
i ifference between 30

Plato, too, Was

nst prevalent OT
tgre we on

et us not fail to
aguments from an
fht in raising this
e way from or to t
ﬂ’efg is in a race-course
é"}r{mng-poin!; and the way

SOmI(]eozI'l, things are objec
b klthout qualification- presumably; t
e nl‘))Wn to s Hence any o€
OfPOIiﬁCa Ou?What is noble and just and, gener'ally, :
al science must have od habits. For the

i
b Platonic School; Cf. ch. 6.

notice,
d those t
question &
he first

pack. or,
ts of knowl
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fact is the starting-point, and if this ig SUffic;
will not at the start need the reason g Clent]

1
: well - Pla; g
been well brought up has or can easily o vell; and ¢ 4N tq . g

et startjy, the Mg, M

him'who neither has nor can get them, et himghp(’ints_an Wk
Hesiod: heay N Q’\nd ;
G 2
10 Far best is he who knows al] things h; "y
Good, he that hearkens when Men émself :
But hq who neither knows, nor lays 2Unsel Tighy.
Another’s wisdom, is a useless wight = heart :

5 Let us, however, resume our discussion fro
we digressed. To judge from the lives that mep

15 of the most vulgar type, seem (not without S ang,
: e 0 I

the good, or happiness, with pleasure; whijch is th und) ¢, .. M
love the life of enjoyment. For there are, we may s-f reasgy i
types of life—that just mentioned, the politica] an3£1> thfee promin;ey
templative life. Now the mass of mankind are e’Vide ttlhlrdly the c;:

20 in their tastes, preferring a life suitable to beasts b?lty quite Slavigy
ground for their view from the fact that many of ’thOSe t.he 8t sop
share the tastes of Sardanapallus. A consideration of t1}111 high Placg,
types of life shows that people of superior refinem € Dromipe

. eie . . . ) ent :
disposition identify happiness with honour; for this ; and of gy,

ing, the end of the political life. But it seems too S“P;:ﬁz?;ggﬁpeik
we are looking for, since it is thought to depend on those whobe\:toi{»
25 honour rather than on him who receives it, but the good we divine t
be something proper to a man and not easily taken from him, Further,
men seem to pursue honour in order that they may be assured of the
goodness; at least it is by men of practical wisdom that they set
to be honoured, and among those who know them, and on the grou
of their virtue; clearly, then, according to them, at any rate, Vit
is better. And perhaps one might even suppose this to be, rathe thaj
honour, the end of the political life. But even this appears sf)mewﬁ;
incomplete; for possession of virtue seems actually CQmPatlkf:e:t;t
being asleep, or with lifelong inactivity, and, further, with theZwouI
1096* sufferings and misfortunes; but a man who was living 0 B (‘)ln
call happy, unless he were maintaining a thesis at all costs- o cur?
of this; for the subject has been sufficiently treated Ve lv:;e chall

discussions. Third comes the contemplative life, whic
sider later.?

t e .
Poj
IEad, Most mgt & .
Ome gr 0
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p ﬂl’;eg ly what is meant by it, although g ,

U?ZIOI one by the.fact that the Forms have l;lg?nan duiry is made an
W ur OV Vet it would perhaps be thought ¢ m};t;mduced by friends
ur dutys for the sake of maintaining the trut}?e e better, indeed to
! us close!}y, gspemany as we are Philosol\;izrtso destroy what
isdom; for, Wéll e both are dear, piety requires us to hoorn lovers of 15
e & frvifehno ?ﬁtroduced this d ot

e men 1s doctrine di .

Th which they‘recognized priority ;n(éliglsite Sﬁ:i Id(ea}s] oi;1 c%asses
why they did not maintain the existence of an )Ildez elrfnb is Fhe

all pumbers) ; but the term ‘good’ is used both in the cate gf Cm%
ghstance and In that of quality and in that of relation a;gld {hgt 20
ohich is per sé, 1. €. substance, is prior in nature to the relabiae (for

e latter is Jike an offshoot and accident of being) ; so that there could

.t be a common Idea set over all these goods. I'urther, since ‘good’

s as many senses as ‘being’ (for itis predicated both in the category

i substance, as of God and of reason, and in quality, i.e. of the-25
itues, and in quantity, i. e. of that which is moderate, and in rela-
ton, 1. e. of the useful, and in time, i.e. of the richt opportunity,
ad in place, i. e. of the right locality and the like), clearly it cannot

ke something universally present in all cases and single; for then it
wild not have been predicated in all the categories but in one only.
Further, since of the things answering to one Idea there is one science, 30

there would have been one science of all the goods; but as it is there
at fall under one category, € &

e many sciences even of the things th . :
is studied by strategics and in

# opportunity, for opportunity in war 18 S . : id
itase by medicine, and the moderate in food 1s studied by medicine

idin exercise by the science of gymnastics. And one might ask th.e
flestion, what in the world they mean by ‘a thing itself’, if (as 1S y
lecase) in ‘man himself’ and in 2 particular man the account of man 61()9617
Yme and the same. For in so far as they are marn, they will in no

g i ’ icular
Spect differ - .c 11te is g0, neither will ‘good itself and particu
er; and if this 1 50, Bt again it i1l not be 90 p any

)OdS’ ins
o far as they are §00¢ . ,
tMore for being eternal, since that which lasts long 1

githin
1eason
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. ishes in a day. The p
hich peris
§ than that w

have not been speaking about all goods
10 hav
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ible account of the good, whep the
more plausl

it is they that Speusi Place t Ong ; Vea
f goods; and it is they Ppus Seemg t ham th,
5!

lowed. : these matters elsewherq b an gy .
discuss . . Jecty,
bt ;Cstai‘ils however, may be discerned lzgget}flau hat the ‘Ilbltg W

y F: ’
or re Ll
purs]ueg arlrlx(ai lxgl\ifle those which tend tg Produce ), engy e
single Form,

to
. their contraries are Calleq g, Ive thea
somehowdoil‘nt;’l Eésgirégry sense. Clearly, then, £00ds msl'lsrte{)eerenceiz
these, an vays, and some must be good In themseh;es, . ot}?mke“
of in tW<f) t‘hege,Let us separate, then, things good ip themg g ¥1S by
rﬁz}solsl Zseful .and consider whether the former‘are Calleq S froy
:e;:x{';ence to e; single Idea. What sort of 800ds woy]q

themselves? Is it those that are

pursued eyep
others, such as intelligence, sight, and certa
)

Certainly, if we pursue these al§o for the s
one would place them among things good }

itself? 1

Dl‘ese

\ €d fy,
in pleasures an omur:}
ake of Somethjy ‘

Are goods one, ther,
all contributing to one gogd,
gy? Certainly as sight is in the tz;esye’
on in other cases. But perhaprsecision
for the present; for perfﬁcgfpphilOSO‘
More appropriate to another brf;nfhere S ot
Phy.® Ang Similarly yigy, regard to the Idea; even i is capable 0
One good which i Universa]ly Predicable of goods Orot be achie®
>arate ang Independen existence, clearly it could n

Or attaineq by

. 1e,
. ttaimnd
¥ ln ar '
Man; hHyt We are now seeking something
P erhaps, howey

o
: ile to 1<
&, some gpe might think it worth whi
this with g View tg th
5t

. oable
abivy
; achiev
©800ds that gre attainable and b g3-10%
Met. ggga 226, 1028b
8 Ct, Met, iv, 5,

SO is reason ip the soul, and sq

subjects haq better he dismissed
about them Wwould be

il
b 3,
82
214, 10420 30-1073% 3, 1091" 29
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15 of pattern we shall know b 941
£ we know them shall attain v the goods that 10977
pilitys butt lieems to clash with th:n;} ;fhxls argument
. f thes(fa). (;ugh they aim at some 800((;0( ure of the
ciency © it, leave on one side the kno ]a“d seck to S
11 the expcilzzlzts of t(lile arts should be igf‘;‘;:;fte ‘;f Utg
an aid is not pr rant of, a1

. ora (Eal‘}‘Jentel‘ 'WiH be bgn(()eléis(lie'i:trzs ha(ll'd, too,
powing th1 good itsel’, or how the m iy s

¢ will be a better doctor or general t?lzrg;)ho I}z s P
5 not €V€Y to study health in this way, but th { 10111‘
ap? rat%ler the health of a particular ,man' iteisl('zadt'

;s healing: But enough of these topics ’ ol

king, and ask what it 15
d arts; it 1s different

wise. What then Is
se is done.

to the good we are see
different in different actions an
and in the other arts like
that for whose sake everything el

Jse, and In €ve

at we do,
ore than one,

ed the same point;
here aré evi-

one end, e (e 8 wealth, 25
. ctruments) for th hing elsé

; e chief good 18 evidently

d. this will be

ction.
rse reach

king, and 1
are

uit more
d that which.

thing else, &8
more 1na
the sake of that oth¢

hat which is always d€

for
4lification 1
the sake© ething €15¢ .
e all €lsé is hel e; for this
e of ing €lsé, 10
deed for

Now such a thing happiness; a
d never for the 5 ‘

ry virtué we choos€ in
should otill choosé

e ch
;?Se always for its€
our, pleasure, reaso’
ulted from
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cach of them), put we C or the s, )
s judging that by means of th?m ‘:’}f Shﬂltzl be happy Hap of haDpl )
bther hand, no one choosss 108 e sake of these, no, ey, M
anything other than lt_self. ' , in 8@nera;1 i
From the point of view of self-sufficiency the same y

for the final good is thought to be sg] st es

“Sult ¢
e do not mean that Which is sufﬁcientclent' e?ls
ho lives a solitary life, but alsg for arfor R m:,: b

. . . e

1 f(};rutu:ozl: nl(iiriliini rellow Cltizeng 2;5’ childreby
)

ust be set ¢, / e p,

follow;
self—sufﬁcient w

10 himself, for oné W
wife, and in genera

born for citizenship.
extend -our requirement to ancestors and desceng it N
ants gpg .

friends we are in for an ini:'mite series. Let us examing ;o2 friy!
however, on another occasion;? Fhe self-sufficient e this Qe
15 that which when isolated makes life desirable and lackinovf; efing nj
and such we think happiness to be; and further wq 0g in nothinf
desirable of all things, without being counted as one googhm-k it
others—if it were so counted it would clearly be mage thing amr,);;
by the addition of even the least of goods; for that n}:?re desirabaz
20 becomes an excess of goods, and of goods the greater Which jg add
desirable. Happiness, then, is something final 1S always Moy,
E g a and Self'SUfﬁ « Ore
the end of action. clent, ang;
P.resumably, however, to say that happiness is the chief
platitude, and a clearer account of what it is is still deg; 800d seems,
25 perhaps be given, if we could first ascertai sired. This gy
3 ertain the function of
just as for a flute-player, a sculptor, o : Of man, Py,
for all th ’ : , O any artist, and, i
or all things that have a function ivi ) <0 N gene
. s or activity, the good and the ‘welr
is thought to reside in the functio . . nd the ‘wel
f he h : on, so would it seem to be §
1f he has a function. Have the carpen € for man,
30 § : o i > carpenter, then, and the t '
unctions or activities, and has m: | BIFHLGE GEral
tion? Or as eye han(i’foot. o 1“.] an none? Is he born without a fune
has a function, ,may 606 Tave fltn; i general each of the parts evidenty
apart from all these? W y it down th:}t man similarly has a function
even to plants, but w at then can this be? Life seems to becommo
1098* exclude, theref;re theer?re Seoku}g. what is peculiar to man. Let®
be a life of perc eI’D o lbe of. nutrition and growth. Next there would
horse, the ox, and eyer ut 1 also seems to be common ever to lth:
) . . H
of the element that haf;ry animal. There remains, then, an acuveulch
a principle in the sense afratfonal principle; of this, one part has §
5 of possessing one and © b.elflg obedient to one, the oth
element’ also has two ;Xerc.lsmg thought. And, as ‘life of ¢
eanings, we must state that life It ¢ snse

; for this seems to be the more P

T3 .
1. IO, II, ix. 10.
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. if the function :
O‘:a rational princiog man is an activit
) have a functi Pie, and if we say ¢ y of soul which
vod Iyre r}‘;tlofl which is the Sa{n ea.so—]imd-s(), and
{ € . in ki
g player, and so without qua]?ﬁczlir:i% .8 ﬁ
nina

- et
d: t‘fr implf:o
g od SO’fmd a
i gU lﬂyer aﬂ .
0356;117 Emicrzgge ;(I)lr the funCtiOn of a l};re_pla .
¥ th‘;] ;l:nof , good 1yret-'playefr is to do so Weﬁ f)’l‘ lisf ttohi;;k}y t}he lyre,
| aﬂdt e staté t}{e.func lont'o man to be a certain kind cl)s; g'lfe Cas‘:i
 he an actmt{. <;r ic; ions of the soul implying a rationlale : ?:;
nd e functio .a good man to be the good and pbl-
of these and l_f any action is well performed wh it is
ance with the appropriate excellence: if egﬁlst }s
d turns out to be activity of soul in z'iccordancle

e are more than one virtue, in accordance with

e
g% ance

an
perfofm in accord

rforme] puman 800
and if ther

1 uirtué
th V0" 4 most complete.
add ‘in a complete life’.

nor does one day; and so tooone

For one swallow does not
day, or a short time,

e 8 summef7
qke a man
n outline 0

and then later fill
e of carrying on an

| seem that . . .
e been well outlined, and that time 15 a 800
hich facts the advances of t

d we must also remember W

insuch a work; to W
gy one can add what 1 lacking. An

ks been said before ¢ »nd not look for precision in 41l things alike, but

accords with the subject-

r

' in each class of things such precision as accorc:
utter, and SO much as 1 appropriate .qu1ry. For a carpente
ad a geometer investigate the right 2
frmer does so 1In SO far as
e the latter inquires W it is or what sort 9
i spectator of the truth.
d other matters as well,
:?ikm.m-or- questions. Nor It
| int}f’ it is enough in some €
e case of the first princip es; the fact is the ™, duction, SOMe y
Mciple, Now of first princip es we S€€ some induction, * )
* pabituation and others 0o m
0 investlgate ln't

f the good; for we mus
in the details. But it would

d articulating what has
d discoverer or partner
he arts are due; for

=
b9
139

| .4 sketch it roug
one 18 capabl

ust we

i pﬂ- .
~Mteption, some by 2 certall ust try
& m definitely, $7¢°

Ut each set of princip es V
g way, and ust take ains t0 state “he beginning !
, and we M  what follows: For the PE8

b
- Vhave g great influence

respect of goodness being added to th
e name 10

g 15

blessed and happy.
t presumably 20

hat 25
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944 B than harlf of the whole, fmd Many o th K.I:Q&}}
thOugj{tare cleared up by it. qulesti,
v nsider it, however, in the light n A
We must €O emisses, but also of what is Commgp) of oy
10 sion and our P iew all the data harmonize, but Withy i
for with a tl‘uf}-‘l v Now goods have been divideq into th A fa)
facts soon dasri.b ed as external, others as relating ¢, ree Clag,
some are descthat relate to soul most properly anq t;) 1 O tg 1, 91
we call those s and activities we class as relating ¢, Ly Booq
15 physical ac??rr:ust be sound, at least according to thiss?;.ﬂ' er,e?:fl
our acco‘?and agreed on by philosophers. Tt is correg allse > Whig |
an olC Onthe endowith certain actions and activities; for 2 Mthyy
identify he soul and not among external gogdg 5. it
among goods of the t is that the hapg, - Mthery,
20 which harmonizes with our account is that the happy Man liv%euﬁ
and does well; for we I.lave practically de.ﬁn'ed happinegg s SOWel‘;
good life and good action. The characteristics that gy, lookeq f;t i
happiness seem also, all of them, to belong to what Wwe haye deﬁig
happiness as being. For some 1d<?nt1fy h.applness With Virgg, .
with practical wisdom, others with a kind of philosophi Wisdoy
25 others with these, or one of these, accompanied by Pleasure oy
without pleasure; while others include also externg] Prosperity, N
some of these views have been held by many men ang men of g4
others by a few eminent persons; and it is not. probable that e
of these should be entirely mistaken, but rather that they should b
right in at least some one respect or even in most respects,
With those who identify happiness with virtue or some one vt
our account is in harmony; for to virtue belongs virtuous activiy.
But it makes, perhaps, no small difference whether we place the cki
-good in possession or in use, in state of mind or in activity. For
state of mind may exist without producing any good result, a3
man who is asleep or in some other way quite inactive, but the'act“;;ﬂ
cannot; for one who has the activity will of necessity be acting &

S i
acting well. And as in the Olympic Games it is not the most b

pits
and the strongest that are crowned but those who compete (f:ih
5 some of these

: that are victorjous), so those who act Wi, and 1%
Win, the noble and goog things in life. . to of S0h
Their life is also in itself pleasant. For pleasure is 2 sta o o
and to each man that which he is said to be a lover of 1Sas otac
- & 1ot only is a horse pleasant to the lover of horses, &% e st
10 to the lover of sights, but also in the same way just acts @

9P Euthyd. 299 aB, Phil. 48 &, Laws, 143 *

ot onl
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and in genéral vi
e men heir pleasurlzgt;ug;f fxcts to .the lover of
ose are ot by nature pleasa :tl conflict with one
Lasant he things that are b , but the lovers of
re such, S0 that these y nature pleasant; and
el I are pleasant for such me
pature. %1611‘ life, therefore, has no further ne r:i a? 15
adventitious charm, but has its pleasure in ifselof
we have §a1d, the man who does not rejoice in noblt;
ood; since 1o one would call a man just who did
) por any man liberal who did not enjoy liberal
i n all other cases. If this is so, virtuous actions 20
themselves plee.lsant. But they are also good and noble
e attributes in the highest degree, since the good,
t these attributes; his judgement js such as W€
the best, noblest, and most pleasant

d.1° Happiness then is
d these attributes are not severed as in the 25

e world, an

:stice

of

rties belong to the best activities; and these, OF one—
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the external good
cts without the prope

riches and poll

sinstruments;
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]y in appearanl
and perhaps &

Ian o is very U8
a0t very likely to be happy
pad children or frl

Iy if he had thorous ly
| ;hﬂdrer} or friends by death, As wé said, )
| heed -th]s sort of prosperity in addition; fo hich f'eas.o
ligpiness with good fortin® though others identify 1t
tgobfor th.is reason also the question is. asked, whether h
g O:C(Iulred by learning Of yh b’ituatxon or )
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v Cy

; er inquiry; happiness seems, howey, ’

{zppropnad_segtag‘?:hcomeg as a result of virtue and s:;]eer

1 js not gﬂor \raining, to be among the most god-like things. : s g

lea!m}lll",g the prize and end of virtue seems to be the begy thm o

which 18 £ ething godlike and blessed. in
world, ﬁl also on this view be very generally shared: fq, al

e ards their potentiality for virtue may “‘in“;?b\
H

maimed as 1€§ But if it i
tudy and care. But if it is better to p, Y

fs y e happy Ihm

E\'gn,_
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te t s even

not
20 certain kind 0
than by chance,
thing that deg)e!'f
can be, and Slml.l
cause, and especia
to chance what 15 gF
ent. o
. ar?ﬁge;nnswer to the quest.ion we are 3S’klll’lliq is plain alg, from
definition of happiness; for it has liegn ?a%d * to be a virtyoyg activiy,
of soul, of a certain kmFi.' Of Ih.e remaining goods, some myg, o
sarily pre-exist as cond1t19ns of happiness, arlmd O_thers are naturyy
co-oi)erative and useful as mstrumlesnls And this will be foung t0ags,
with what we said at the outset P for we stated the end of poliiica;
30 science to be the best end, and political science spends most of pains
on making the citizens to be of a certain character, viz, good agg
capable of noble acts. ]
1t is natural, then, that we call_ nelthe‘r oX nor hor§e 0T any othe
of the animals happy; for none ot the'm is capable of sharing in sycp
1100* activity. For this reason also a boy is not happy; for he is not ye
capable of such acts, owing to his age; and boys who are_called happy
are being congratulated by reason of the hopes we ha\.'e for them. For
there is required, as we said,'* not only c'omr')}ete virtue but also 3
s complete life, since many changes aceur in life, and al_l manner of
chances, and the most prosperous may {all 1x}to great misfortunes in
old age, as is told of Priam in the Trojan Cycle; and one who has
experienced such chances and has ended wre tchedly no one calls happy.

it is reasonable that the facts should be S0l
ds on the action of nature is by natyre ‘as ce
arly everything that depends on art or " '_a.v;
Ny f it depends on the best of all causes, 7, ¢
eatest and most noble would be z o dee:n

10 10 Must no one at all, then, be callcd happy while he l'ives: must
we, as Solon says, see the end? Even if we are to lay down thxs. doctrine,
is it also the case that a man is happy when he is a'cad!_ Oris nqt.!h'L;
quite absurd, especially for us who say that happiness is an activity?

15 But if we do not call the dead man happy, and if Solon does not mext
this, but that one can then safely ca// a man blessed as being ﬂﬁ}?‘
beyond evils and misfortunes, this also affords matter for discussion;

14 1og8* 16-18.

12 1098 16. 13 1004 27.
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H. .
. nd good are thought to exist for a dead man, as much as

B
evi ‘,:n alive but not aware of them; e. g. honours and dishon- 20

e Whe s good or bad fortunes of children and in general of
ljrs and {heﬁ\nd this also presents a problem; for though a man has
;v'*"’“dsmi;.' up 0 old age and has had a death worthy of his life,
cod haP'P' “es May petall his descendants—some of them may be
o e‘er{mm the life they deserve, while with others the opposite 25
. ‘?h‘: case; and clearly too t{le degrees of relationship between
g3 % ' heir ancestors may vary indefinitely. It would be odd, then,
Jhett? ndd man were to share in these changes and become at one time
i the ded nother wretched; while it would also be odd if the fortunes
) .‘"szscendants did not for some time have some effect on the 30
o 'eess of their ancestors.

PPt e must return to our first difficulty; for perhaps by a considera-

B”[.'.‘t our present problem might be solved. Now if we must see the
son of dl only then call a man happy, not as being happy but as having
b surely this is a paradox, that when he is happy the 3¢

euzl so before, 153 ' ‘
that belongs to him is not to be truly predicated of him

ibute 5 T
b e do not wish to call living men happy, on account of the 1100®

i
?K:EZ that may befall them, and because we have assumed happi-
Iil 1o be something permanent and by no means easily changed,
ohile a single man may sutfer many turns of fortune’s wheel. For
sarly if we were to keep pace with his fortunes, we should often call 5
e ssme man happy and again wretched, making the happy man out
whea ‘chameleon and insecurely based’. Or is this keeping pace with
1is fortunes quite wrong? Success or failure in life does not depend
o these, but human life, as we said,® needs these as mere additions,
shile virtuous activities or their opposites are what constitute happi-
1 or the reverse.

The question we have now discussed confirms our definition. For
w function of man has so much permanence as virtuous activities
(these are thought to be more durable even than knowledge of the
siences), and of these themselves the most valuable are more durable 15
tecause those. who are ~happy spend their life most readily and ruost
antinuously in these; for this seems to be the reason why we do not
lirget them, ’I'he attribute in question,'® then, will helong to the happy
;ix;, etlzd he “:nll 'hc happy throt‘l;zhout his life; for always, or by prefer-
i, lz\;fcr'}thmg (.lfw' 'he will be engaged in \:i_rtuous action and
mﬂm}l;r lkr:',(:;ni]h’u }\ 1;11 bcar‘ the chunc?s of life most nobly and 20
réprdach{n usly, 1f he is ‘truly good’ and ‘foursquare beyond
10998 31-0 g,

10

16 Durability, 17 Simonides.
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* ven Oy,
Now many €
gmall piece

wn the sca

ts happen by chance, and eventg d

s of good fortune or of its oppogi

les of life one way or the other, by -

v(zznts ¢ they turn out well will make hf(.e happier (f(:ﬂtltu de“ot

25 great © themselves such as to add beauty to life, but ¢, o 0y,
are the}"th ‘hem may be noble and good), while if they turnWay Ay,

deals W1 aim happiness; for they both bring pajy WithOltl}t il th;

e

m ;

ush and g .

;;]r. Jor many activities. Yet even in these nobility shings ™

30 llr:en o man bears with resignation many great Misforg, toyy
W n

through insensibility to pain. btllé: th}zo?g}'l nOtl)_i;it).z and .
If activities are, as we said,'® wha gl’\llles ife its Character,n oy
man can become miserable; for he il Never do the ACts thy
35 hateful and mean. For th.e man Wh.O is truly good ang Wise, ye -
1101* bears all the chances of life becomingly and always r.nakes the besl;1 :
circumstances, as a good general makes the best military y, ; tl?f
army at his command and a.good shoema%ker makes the hegt ShOesoe
5 of the hides that are given him; and so with all other craftsmey Andu';
this is the case, the happy man can never become miserable-_thou1}1
he will not reach blessedness, if he meet with fortunes like thosegof
Priam.
Nor, again, is he many-coloured and changeable; for neither yi
10 he be moved from his happy state easily or by any ordinary misadver
tures, but only by many great ones, nor, if he has had many g
misadventures, will he recover his happiness in a short time, butif &
all, only in a long and complete one ii which he has attained many
splendid successes.
Why then should we not say that he is happy who is active i
15 accordance with complete virtue and is sufficiently equipped with e
ternal goods, not for some chance period but throughout a.complgz
life? Or must we add ‘and who is destined to live thus and di¢ as be

his life’? Certainly the future is obscure to us, while happiness Wf

claim, is an end and something in every way final. If 50, we shal(licar e
happy those among living men in whom these conditions & -

20 to be, fulfilled—but happy men. So much for these queStiOns'

= o

11 *That the fortunes of descendants and of all 2 man’zofg‘me’

should not affect his happiness at all seems a very unfric? ents o

and one opposed to the opinjons men hold; but sinc® the & ol

25 happen are numerous and admit of all sor,ts of differe™” as ¢

18], g, o

iffer; 2 )
te Clearl;:‘ lmpqr‘

9

19 Aristotle now returns to the question stated 18
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to US and others less so, i
Ore n . : 1. ) 1t seems a IOH e
P m ask 10 discuss each in detail; a general outlin g—nay, an
@ e a5 some of 2 man’s own mi e will perhaps
Pace thefs nce on life while oth isadventures have a certain
Sutﬁc and : ers are, as it were ]ighter
gt fferences among the misadventu . ) 50
Weihere e i kes a diff res of our friends taken
e, 3 d it ma ifference whether the vari .
gho*?, the dead (much arious sufferings
‘ ¢ resuppo di more even than whether lawless

taken into account; or rather, perhaps, the
il. 35

30

i
DA i
e+ et

—

=

150 must be
is felt whether the dead share in any good or evil.
1101°

thﬂt d u t . .
from these considerations, that even if anything whether
enetrates t0 them, it must be something weak and
r in.itself or for them, or if not, at least it must be
- degt d km.d as not to make happy those who are not happy
away their plessedness from those who are. The good oF
nes of friends, then, seem to have some effects on the dead, 5

kind and degree a5 neither to make the happy

g fort
git effec of such 2
nor to produce any other change of the kind.
d, let us consider 10

whappy
1 en definitely answere
i hat are praised or rather among

it is not to

mise the strong man, .
' wtain kind and is related In & certain .wa
' inportant. This is clear & f the g0CS;

| thurd that the go
lecause praise involv
i praise is for things SUc
bthe best things 1 not praise, bY
- hdeed obvious; for what we do to the gods an
o cal] them blessed and happy- And s0 100
., put rather @

3] . .
Maises happiness as he does justicé

Umathe
Mething more divine and better-
e been right 1 his
b the fact that;

tf:l?OXus also seems to Da " A
premacy of Jeasure; 1€ thoug

gO [T y p ) . he
it is not praised indicated it to er than !

fraj
lstd, and that this is Whe
20 Cf. Top- 126" 4 M.
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inos are judged. Praise is appropriat ¥ l
11 other thing Saletg .
to these alt ¢ virtue men tend 1;0 lc)iodnoble deeds, but envxrtuﬁ, .
2 reS:il on acts, whether of the body (1): o e soul N
bestoWE" = e matters is more proper to those whq haye y 't Pyt
. ety in thes " from what has been g,; e, Ug
85 ACERY :2. to us it is clear ) 81d thyy ha il“%.
of enconi:e ’things that are Pl‘lzed. arfd p.erfec'E. ?t Seemg to P !
1102* amonght fact that it is a first principle; for LIS for the sakg .. 4y
Rt all do all that we do, and the first principle op Causg o 1
.tha\;;v claim, something prized and divine, of
is,

. : is an activity of soul in accop

513 Since hi‘;flcréisssidl:rathe naturZ of virtue; for pe

virtue,t"";a Exe nature of happiness. The true studep

Sie : e;teto have studied virtue above all things; for

10 ;ﬁs(,) fillow citizens goqd and obedxént to thedlaws. Xy

this we have the lawgivers of the Cretans an t}'le S_pa.rtan and s,

others of the kind that there may havc? beex}’ Ar.ld if t%lls Inquiry belongz

to political science, clearly the pursuit of it will be in accordance With

our original plan. But clearly .the virtue we must study s humg

virtue; for the good we were see!nng was human good ang the happies

15 human happiness. By human virtue we mean not t?lat of the body by,

that of the soul; and happiness a159 we call an activity of soy], But i

this is so, clearly the student of politics must know somehow the fag,

about soul, as the man who is to heal the eyes or the body as a wh,
must know about the eyes or the body:

and all the more since politics
20 is more prized and better than medicine; but even among doctors the

best educated spend much labour on acquiring knowledge of the body.

The student of politics, then, must study the soul, and must s}udylt

with these objects in view, and do so just to the extent which Is suff

cient for the questions we are discussing; for further precision

25 perhaps something more laborious than our purposes require. "

Some things are said about it, adequately enough, even in the ;h;;ent

ons outside our school, and we must use these; e. g. that onee ethese

n the soul is irrationa] and one has a rational principle. Wl?efh'gge are,
are separated ags the parts of the body or of anything i

e . vex af
or are dlS.tlnCt by definition but by nature inseparable, like tC];’: preseﬂt
concave in the circumference of a circle, does not affect
question.

Of the irration

. . ribut@;
al element one division seems to be widely dtlrsittioﬂ ad
and vegetative in it Nature, I mean that which causes nust assig
growth; for it is thig kind of’power of the soul that one ¢ own 60
1102® all nurslings ang t, embryos, and this same power t0 full#

dance y,;

rhaps We g al‘)ﬁarttq

thof Politics ‘f
€ Wisheg . 8

Az an S to Make

|

si
i
30




. NIcoMACHEAN ETHICS
R g . . reasonable
3 ﬂZ’ ) ls m 1
(his oxcellence of this seems to be comm
human; for this part or faculty s

0t "1 e w ¢
I doE s che S
hfj for palf 10 e I;\:;;Se; SO
vllggp ' arld’) less erhaps to a
gy 0307 ate 1O the soul, an

e
.bfett Jeave

in human €

to be also @

however, S

=
— =
—
5%
=

hares in

hin @5 7
| whlcs ondl prmClpl
the I of their soul that has suc
ds the best ©

naturally oppose

?ﬂﬁts against and resist
; n we intend tO move t

he W :
bs o i it with the soul;

E"Ouany Pf’ner than those of ordinary peo
the nutritive facult

xcellence.

nother irrational element
ciple. For we praise

e of the continent man an

bjects; bu
d to the rational
r exactly @

s that principle. Fo
the right turn on t

hem to
the impulses O
hile in the body we s€

a rational prin

h a principle, sin

fin

No doubt, howev
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than to assign some different power t0

on to all species
eems to function
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y alone, since it has by its
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he contrary 2
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y to the 25

distinct
this seems to
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g contrar
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ipetitive, and in genera
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lich we speak of ‘accoun
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Mtiona] element is 11 some
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other having a tendency to ohe By L

jtself, and the .. : . ’ ¥ as g ¢
: is distinguished into kinds i e dg X
Virtue 00 " accordap S ongy |

ference; for we say that some of the virtues are jp, € wiy 'fay
5 moral, philOSOphIC vast{n and underStanding an ectyy) \ th
being intellectual, liberality and temperance Mora] pracﬁf-‘al 0,
about a man’s character we do not say that he i o “or gy Mg,
standing but that he 1s good-tempered or temperatl € 0r by, ?
the wise man also with respect to his state of mind-e; Vet weurg.rgﬁ_?;
d we call those which merit praise virtues,  ang o o

s
BOOK 11

1 Virtue, then, being of two kinds, intellectyg] and
1§ virtue in the main owes both its birth and its Erowth ora], i“te“ect
which reason it requires experience and time) Wh'§0 te&Ching (?al
comes about as a result of habit, whence also it N ile mop, Virt?r
that is formed by a slight variation from the word ¢ Zme ethike i 0::
this it is also plain that none of the moral virtueg ariseso:? (hahit Froy
20 for nothing that.exists by nature can form a habit conts In ys l3y Natige.
For instance the stone which by nature moves dowp VE‘I,ry L0 its nayyy
habituated to move upwards, not even if one tries to traina'rdts) Canngt ,
it up ten thousand times; nor can fire be habituated t(:t Y throwipy
wards, nor can anything else that by nature behaves iy e
trained to behave in another. Neither by nature, then nOne Viay b
to nature do the virtues arise in us; rather we are E,Idapte’ p g’l‘ Contrary
25 receive them, and are made perfect by habit. ¥ naturety
- :‘gatlzr,ltci); 1?tll gtrlledtll;mgs t’hé%t .corng to us by nature we ﬁfst acquire
po y ter exhibit the activity (this is plain in the case
30 of the senses; for it was not by often seeing or often hearing that we
got these senses, but on the contrary we had them before we us
gl:rgétasd f(i?hd not come to have them by using them); but the viriss
as well }1; Orrstthexe}:.cmmg them, as also happens in the case of the a;t:
learn b'y doin ?;ht DES We Hawe (0 A !Defore we a8 .do thiﬂ’,re.
1103° players by o] ag : em},l ¢. g. men become builders by building z‘i::st a}ctS,
temperate by gé?ng tt e lyre; so too we become _.]ust by domtg,; J
This is conﬁrmgd e}? bePicace oy Eoihe B " (I:at;)rs m
the citizens good Z f}’ W%)at happen.s in states; for -le%lssthe "y
5 every legislator anfir grmlng habits in them, 'and'thltsheir ark aud
it is in this that’a :1 ose V‘fho .dO not effect 1t mlsi1 .
Again, it s fro nfot;)l constitution differs from a ba m(::anst at evefi{
virtue is both € same causes and by the sarme ety ot for
: {1 produced and de d similarly € re P
iIs from playing th stroyed, an ayers 3
€ lyre that both good and bad lyre-P

10 min
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rd, states of charact

f character correspond to th
o, It make 11 diiference, t
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all the difference.

are inquiring not in or

become good, sinc

w we ou§
that are produced,

ussed later,? 1.

ith conduct an
qn matters of he
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ey donot fall under any
: jer what is appro

d or i
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orn good or bad at their crait.

lof &

Iso; by doing the acts that
15

ence of danger,

become brave OF

anger;

dulgent

opriate 20

er arise out of like

t beof a certain

e differences

hen, whether W€ form
h; it makesa very 25

xhibit mus

heorctical knowl-
der to know what

‘nce otherwise our inquiry
e of actions,

also the nature 30

is must be agree
f conduct must be
ry beginning
nce with the subject-
tions of what is goo
alth. The general

f matters O
:q at the V€

it is thena

But though our present
: Jer this, that?
w :n the case O

thhe;fWe can. First, then, I¢

strefgtﬁo be destroyed by defect &20,

gy and of health (for t0 gain 118
se the evidence of sensiPle things) ;

L
31-b Y
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e a
n things imper

e see m
ceptible we
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1104® and similarly too in the case of courage; for by b
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e Strength, and Similarly drink 0
tain amount des.troys the health,
g both produces and increases and pr .
is proporthH:‘;‘é case of temperance and cour-age and the ok it S, :
20 is it, then, 1 o flies from and fears everything anqg does n er "irtu&f‘
For the man ¥ nything becomes a coward, and the May Stanqg;
ground aganlllsg :t goes to meet every danger becomeg ragh. "o f%
nothing at 2 ho indulges in every pleasure and abStains’fan Siry
larly the man “Z-iulgent, while the man who shung ever fo y
becomes Sgifc—grlnes in a way insensible; temperance and ¢ urf;asur
25 boors do, ed by excess and defect, and preserved by the mEag‘é, then?
are detst;g{ only are the sources and causes of their o inagj,
Buh the same as those of their destructforf, but alsg the 5 0 ang
growt lization will be the same; for this is also trye o e
e A ident to sense, e. g. of strength: it ig g i
30 which are more €vl e ruch exertion o I_)rOducedb
taking much food and undergoing e on, and It is the Strony
man that will be most able to do these things. So tog i it wity e
virtues; by abstaining from pleasures we become te

mpe.ra‘te; and it I
35 when we have become so that we are most able to abstain from then,

eing habityateg b
ound againgt them
S0 that we sha]l

:ngz

r N
Ooq which '
thag |, &
®Serveg ; Whiyg

Y

s

despise things that are terrible and to stand our gr
we become brave, and it is when we have become
most able to stand our ground against them.

3 We must take as a sign of states of character the pleasure or pain
5 that ensues on acts; for the man who abstains from bodily pleasures

and delights in this very fact is temperate, while the man who i

annoyed at it is self-indulgent, and he who stands his ground agains

things that are terrible and delights in this or at least is not paineds

brave, while the man who is pained is a coward. For moral excellcince

is concerned with pleasures and pains; it is on account of the Pleaj“fz
10 ;hat we do bad things, and on account of the pain that we abstal
r

. il
om noble ones, Hence we ought to have been brought up in a part
lar way from our

: very youth, as I'lato says,* so as both to dehghtclgt?éln.

tobe pained by the things that we ought for this is the right edt o
Again, if the virtues are concerned with actions and paSSIOIcll ,pain,
€very passion and €very action is accompanied by pleasure e ains.

15 for .thls T€ason also virtye will be concerned with pleasures - these

his is indicateq also by the fact that punishment is inflicte effected
means; forit isa )

1 i g to e
Ind of cure, and it is the nature of cure
by contraries, f

* Laws, 653 A ff,, Rep. 401 E—402 A.
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ry State
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of petter; ut it 1s by reason gs by Which its 4 nature relative

gorse pad b : of
ad, by pursuing and . . Pleas ends t
pcome avoidin Ures g S to be m
he- < they ought not or when they oug these\eithe?(ti pains that rg(eis 20

, in one of the other sim; ght not e pl

ing wrong er sim Orast easures g

0" men ° even define the virtue_cl;latr ways that m};ey ought not, or g()if
asc Y be distinguished

Hence :

ot ot w}c:ltl’, h(zlvxzever, because they Spf;rtlet{un states of i
nd ‘a a

(45006 Ol;%her E;;hin gs (t’}?etought not’ and ‘Wh: bsol

and the 11 1 at may be added Wn One ought or ought not’

¢ excellence tends to do what is best € assume, then t% ttnot,

with ¢ ’ , that this

gind 0 ;
.. and vice does the contrary. egard to pleasures and
n

with these same things. Th
4 . Lhere bein
idance, th g three obj :
it te b , € ehno.blfe, the advantageous ﬂ?bjects of choice and 30
contraries, the base, t_e 1njurious, the painful, abe pleatant, and their
o0d man tends to go r}gl}t and the bad man to éo W?(t;t all of these the
t pleasure; for this is common to the animals ar:l%i’ :lns(iiipeciauy
' accom-

shout P
panies all objects of choice; for even the noble and the advant 35
ageous

appear pleasant.
' Agam, it has grown .up Wlt.h us all fr.om our infancy; this is why it 1105
| + difficult to rub off this passion, engrained as it is in our life. And we
measure even our actions, some of us more and others less, by the rule S

of pleasure and pain. Tor this reason, then, our whole inquiry must
he about these; for to feel delight and pain rightly or wrongly has no

small effect on our actions.

Again, it is harder to fight with ple
Heraclitus’ phrase, but hoth art and virtue
| whatis harder; for even the good is better W
for this reason also the whole concern both ©
sence is with pleasures and pains; for the 1m
wll be good, he who uses them badly bad.

That virtue, then, is concerned with pleas
by the acts from which it arises it js both incred
fhfferenﬂy, destroyed, and that the acts from
hwhich it actualizes itself—let this be taken &

d, what W

* The question might be aske

"ust become just by doing just acts, and t€ o are Tie
uts; for if men do just and temperaté acts,

’ b 28, 1104° 27-P 3-

:" 27-b 3,
Probably Speusippus

utely, and do not say

asure than with anger, to use
are always concerned with
hen it is harder. Therefore 10
¢ virtue and of political
an who use€s these well

pains, and that

if they are done
e are thoseé 15

ures and
sed andv

is referred to-
4
|
§
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if they do what is in g¢
exactly as, if t “Cordan
of g r is this not true even of the arts? It ig POssib]e , S‘“‘&ns, la,
t is in accordance with the laws of grammar, €ithey , -0 Oy

ha y . O
tthe suogestion of another.’A man will bf: a grammanan, th{,chante by |
25 b has both done something grammatical and dop, it g ", o, " |
25 he ;his means doing it in accordance with the grammatic?;]]?a‘itar‘f“

e

and

- himself. nmﬂed
in Algain, the case of the arts and that of the Virtues o e

for the products of the arts have their goodness in them:emt il

it is enough that they shou.ld have a certain cha

that are in accordance with the virtues haye themselves teaqs

30 character it does not follow that t.hey are done justly of b a e,

The agent also must be in a certain conditiop when he does perately‘

the first place he must have knowledge, secondly he Must ¢ them; 0 |

acts, and choose them for their own sakes, and thirdly hjq e i(;Ose the

proceed from a firm and unchangeable character, The an Mgy

reckoned in as conditions of the possession of the arts, exCere ot

1105° bare knowledge; but as a condition of the POssession of the &ttthe

knowledge has little or no weight, while the other conditiopg C:)Ues

not for a little but for everything, i.e. the very conditjong whlilgg
result from often doing just and temperate acts.

5 Actions, then, are called just and temperate when they are such o
the just or the temperate man would do: but it is not the man who gy
these that is just and temperate, but the man who also does them g
just and temperate men do them. It is well said, then, that it is by

10 doing just acts that the just man is produced, and by doing temperate
acts the temperate man; without doing these no one would have even
a prospect of becoming good.
But most people do not do these, but take refuge in theory and
think they are being philosophers and will become good in th1§ way,
15 behaving somewhat like patients who listen attentively to thenr1 (i(t)gr
tors, but do none of the things they are ordered to do. As thetathe
will not be made well in body by such a course of treatil}le;(;phy‘
former will not be made well in soul by such a course of p¥

1

racter, but ifs’ 8o that

are found

5 Next we must consider what virtue is. Since things that charactel
feaf,

20 il} the soul are of three kinds—passions, faculties, states © nger, I
virtue must be one of these. By passions I mean appetité aat;)on, pl
confidence, envy, joy, friendly feeling, hatred, longing, emuure or P85
and in genera] the feelings that are accompanied by Hlea; be b

Y faculties the things in virtue of which we are 53!
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g, of becomi
| f characte JDELY or bei :
0Dy ates O r the things in virt °8 pained ar feeling
EA padly with reference to the passions ue of which we stand 25
.. modera y; and similarly with referezizktl}',t;nd well
o the other

§ .

& the virtues nor the vic ;

f NoW * ood OF bad.on the ground O?Soil;e iasiwom, because we are
virtues and our vices agdsglons, but are so called 30

med for our passions (for, kS ecause we are neither

ed, nor is the man who sim rlnan who feels fear or

fecls it in a certain way) Igy feels anger blamed,

ed or blamed. _ but for our virtues and 1106°

% and fear without choi .

| A hoice OF involve choice. Furtherf}ilgli:;pzlcl:i t};e T e ioT

) be MoVe d. but i ! of the passions

aid tO ’ in respect of the virtues and the vices 5

to be moved but to be disposed in a particular way

ese 1€asons also they are not faculties; for we are neithel:

4led good 10T bad, nor prz}lsed nor blamed, for the simple capacity

f feling the paSSlOHS; again, we have the faculties by nature, but

e are 1Ot made good Of bad by nature; we have spoken of this

pefore.?

If, then, the virtues are neither passions nor faculties, all
mains is that they should be states of character.

Thus we have stated what virtue is in respect of its

Prii:(f ; not Pris
; e an who :
-t Jices We are pras
u V5 e feel anger

that re- 10

genus.

s a state of character,

¢ We must, however,
e may remark, then, that every
d condition the thing of which

bt also say what sort ©
ing be done well;

jirtue or excellence both brings into goo
he work of that thin
d its work good;

describe yirtue a
15

not only
f state it 1S A%

t.g. the excellence
20

fritis by the excellence of the €

acellence of the horse rrakes a Lorse Loth goqq in 1 nC
nuning and at carrying its rider and at qwaiting he attack O the
nemy, Therefore, if this is true in every €ast :
XJLbe t.he state 'of characte i n good and which
2kes him do his own work well.

pl:iiow this is to happen W€ have state

L ] L] . O

i also by the following consideration 0% ple it G oes
in te

Vir ; ;
L& In everything ‘hat is continuos ¢
more, less, or an equal amoui

d already’,9 bu
es

8
llo32 18 b )
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. - and the equal i . K.} ‘
:ng itself OF relatively to us; and the cqualis an C
thmiﬂ:nd Jefect. By the intermediate in the Objegtt;rmedlat Q&G
30 ?X(;e uidistant from each of t,he eXtren.qu’ which ig “an tﬁ \

is eq . by the intermediate relatively to yg th ne ap q Sy
too little—and this is not one, nq at wh o the '
f ten is many an(.i two is few, six irs the
taken in terms of the object; for it exceeds and js eXc:(:he ey 2
35 amount; this i interm‘edlate accox:dlng to arithmeﬁc&leded by 5 o
the intermediate relatlv?ly to us is not to be takep prf)p‘)rti:: o
1106® are too much for a pa.rtlculz.tr person_to eat and tWOso; if toy N3, t
not follow that the trainer will order six pounds; fqp tht‘oo lit Poy, b
too much for the person Wh.O is to take it, or too i I alsg i plet dog,
5 Milo,° too much for the beginner in athletic exercjge tle\too litufhaps
of running and wrestling. Thus a master of a S. The Same :© 00

> . ny art avoide . St
defect, but seeks the intermediate and chooses th 1ds exgq, ¢
not in the object but relatively to us. S—the interrned‘:ind
If it is thus, then, that every art does its work we]] latg

the intermediate and judging its works by this Stand\by lookiny,
10 often say of good works of art that it is not possible eijt }i‘l‘d SO that Wt
or to add anything, implying that excess and defect ¢ €r to take 2wy
ness of works of art, while the mean preserves it: estroy the good-
as we say, look to this in their work), and if fu1 >hand 8ood artjgy
exact and better than any art, as nature also i’s t}it €T, Virtue is gy

. .. ) , then

15 Fhe quahty ?f aiming at the intermediate. I mean mc:,lrltu? must haye
is this that is concerned with i . ral virtue; forjt

is caaa. ' passions and actions, and in thes X
excess, defect, and the intermediate. For instance, both f se there
fidence and appetite and ang . R ear and con-

. anger and pity and in general pl

o palln may be felt both too much and too little, and in bpﬂfasure "
well; but to feel them at the ri h 4 ’ 1 both cases o

. e right times, with ref '
obiects. to ’ Sty reference to the right
Jh ’ \jvards ﬂ?e right people, with the right motive, and in te

right way, is what is both intermedi 1 :

istic of virtue. Similarl : ermediate and best, and this is character
defect, and the . arly with regard to actions also there is excess
25 and actions. in Whic}r,medlate" Now virtue is concerned with passio®
the interme’diate is excess is a form of failure, and so is defect, W.h‘le
and being SuCCESSm%)r'dlsed and is a form of success; and beins pr{llstf]e
is a kind of mean Sinare ball chemastenipheg 0t iATLER Therelor® ‘zil'rate-
Again, it is p(’)ssit:le, as We.have seen, it aims at what is mtermetol (he
class of th 05S1ble to fail in many ways (for evil belong

30 e unlimited, as th X nd goot
that of the limited) s <5 LIE Pythagoreans conJectured, a Jay [
which reason also on while to succeed is possible only I %7 s

e is easy and the other difficult—*° miss

1
0 A famous wrestler.

am
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i cqcult) ) for-these reason
) . gifcult); s also, then, exc
p ; 0 h;:elristi c of Vlce,'and.the mean of virt{xe;  exeess 918 d elect
#lar® "2
e b cor en ar€ good in but one way, but bad in many.
.. . taté of character.concerned with choice, lying in
to us, this being determined by a rationa

' deficiency O

is @
e Cipgmean 1A LCE
i € that prmc1pl
it. Now itis a
oxCESS and that wh.ich
es respectl

P and DY

vicC

n

jate.
. i rnfledl -
pis? its

excess, an
f temperance

isin a sense an extreme, 5

isno mean nor any

they are wrong;
iiciency, nor excess &

! We must, howeVvers not
iy it to the in
tose which are gene

tewlar are more
N
%s, and our statements

Ve may take these cases
oe 15 the

fea

he'r and confidence courage o

- ®Who exceeds in fearlessness has I
0 excee

. oy :
. "lame) while the man w

and actions, w

Hence in
essence virtue is a me

for 1N generd
nd deficiency ©

dividual a
ral apply ™ € h

» . as
genuine; 5 condue ith the

vely fall short of o
hile virtue both fi

respect of its subs
an, W

passion admits of
ly badness, €. g. spite,
dultery, theft, mu
that they

e by which the man of pr
mean between two vic

depends on defect;
r excee

rder;
are themselves

a mean; for
shamelessness, 1
for all of these

some

bad,

ible, then,
or

1 1107

actical wisdom
es, that which
and again it is 2
d what is right
nds and chooses that
tance and the defi-
ith regard to what
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in fear and falls short in confidence is 5 Coway
5

and pains—not all of them, and not g, mud. With
i:lzs is temperance, the €XcCess Self_inc With :(::.i};q
5 to the pa i

s—the mean he pleasures
deficient with regard to the p are not Often fogenteia“l ';
5 1 at
S b persons also cal] g, % p,°
such P NN

have received no name. But let y |

sible’. to iving and taking of money the S !

Wl;I;r:(eig?}fg defict prodigality and I‘neanness_.ln thssgsilcb?rality “

10 excesd and fall short in cont;ary ways; the pro digal o t}Ons s,

eXif?alls short in taking, while the mean man exceeds jy, " Sin Spenéi"*

:;ort in spending. (A.t pres?r%t \lmz ;‘retﬁ:;ng f. mere ‘?utline Olrli ang f;z

15 and are satisfied .Wlth this; la = states wi]] o mor:mmary

determined.!!) With regard to money ere are algo e X ex.aq};

__a mean, magnificence (for th.e magnificent map e ?Osltigns

liberal man; the former deals with large sums, the Ity Wi{ﬁm )

ones), an €xcess, t.astelessness and vulgarity, and 4 T ith g
20 gardliness; these differ from the states opposed tg liberal

exceed

thep,

n
i

ene y Nip.
mode of their difference will be stated later.!2 , ang ty
With regard to honour and dishonour the mean is Proper prig
excess is known as a sort of ‘empty vanity’, and the deﬁcienq{r) i; €, the
humility; and as we said 13 liberality was related to magniﬁlcmdue
25 differing from it by dealing with small sums, so there is a state :? @
larly related to proper pride, being concerned with smal] honours w}lﬁie
that is concerned with great. For it is possible to desire hongy as one
ought, and more than one ought, and less, and the man whq exceeds
in his desires is called ambitious, the man who falls short unambitiys
30 while the intermediate person has no name. The dispositions also
nameless, except that that of the ambitious man is called ambitin.
Hence the people who are at the extremes lay claim to the middleplae;
and we ourselves sometimes call the intermediate person ambitios
and sometimes unambitious, and sometimes praise the ambitious 1
1108* and sometimes the unambitious. The reason of our doing th.iS will b
stated in what follows;* but now let us speak of the remaining statts
accor'dmg to the method which has been indicated. .

g With regard to anger also there is an excess, a deﬁmentt:
m(;an. Although they can scarcely be said to have names, Y‘;ne
::;];ilﬁ lr(;;e:}r:ledlate person good-tempered let us callV;}}lls e
caitlad i,rascible persons at ‘d}e extremes let the oné o who falls short
an inirascibe oo o LS Vice frascibility, and the ma% §

Cible sort of person, and the deficiency iniras -
iy, g, 12 112242079 4 b
13 1. 17-19, 140 11—-26; I

y, ot
an o0
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* ﬂf&ﬂ'c 1so three other m STHICS
are &5° sooter eans, which h
put dl er from one a ave a .
heh ~ . in word inother: for th
o teI‘CO11 se 11} oTes and actions, but dj e
pte’s " yth in this sphere, the ot iffer in th :
wit o1os » the other two wj at one is con-
" ‘d it ind is exhibited in giving amus 0 with pleasantness: and
5 of life. We must therefore s emlint’ the other in all the
peak of these too, that we

Y are all concerned

P tancC .
ms .
| ter S€e that in all things the mean is prais ¢
eworthy, and

he PE T -
neither praiseworthy nor right, b
ese states also have no b, but worthy of blame.
, L0 invent names ourselves so th ut we must try, as in
low. With regard to truth, the St Wi iy be gt and
ofo "nd the mean may’ he ré,a 'ﬁleedlnttermediate is a truthful
S(;Ze?‘lce which exaggel;;ltes is bqastfulness andrrlfc}: f;l(lelr]:(?i, cvlzgﬂe tthe
Pe {py it 2 poaster, an tha? which understates is mock modesiac er(i
4 n characterized by it mock-modest. With regard to plea?;:r?t

eﬂ5y t

R

has O end in view, &

' sims; since shame 1S 1
" modest man. For even in

j nediate, and another to €
while he who

? Of.anything at all i
| Righteous indignation I
] sates are concerned Wit
| lortunes of our neighbours;

' dignation js pained at uf he, an
t all gOOd fortul® = put these states

ers . s
g;zspi the giving of oéfmusement ‘the intermediate person is ready-
qitte and the d.lSPOSIthfl ready wit, the excess is buffoonery and the
10N characterlzed .by it a buffoon, while the man who falls short
sort of bOOT and his state is boorishness. With regard to the remain-
kind of pleasantness, that which is exhibited in life in general
who is pleasant in the right way is friendly and the mean is’
hile the man who exceeds is an obsequious person if he

i flatterer if he is aiming at his own advantage,
1]s short and is unpleasant in all circumstances

ly sort of person.
Jso means in the passions and concerned with the pas-
ot a virtue, and yet praise is extended to the
these matters one man is said to be inter-
d, as for instance the pashful man who
falls short or is not ashamed

i is modest.

and these

the man

There are a

(cec

isashamed of everything;
5 shameless,

5 a mean
h the pain an

0] _r :

fK&l“ng beyond him, 13 pained 2 o 0ICES:

i 550 far short of being pained that he even 1 JWhe re: 18 with regart

“¢ will be an opportunity of describii® Ise ’ o iy

. tues in 1k 9777

15Th nt 0 moral VI discussion

e ref whole treatmer espondin iscus

ot erence may be to the W, and an intendc corr pt s in Rheb. M- 6,
' to the discussion of sharm® in iv. 9 § these two State

to the

0
| ' hght . g sccussion Y
% %19 eous indignation, OF 0 disc

10

15

20

25

30

35
1108"
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42 simple meaning, we sha]] :QR‘}
. it has not one: ) ) afte,

to justice, s;n::?:s‘t (l;istinguish its two kinds and say d
a )

the other s

€3pn
1 similarly we shall treat also of thg ach by,
. 186 and S!
10 is a mean; - &

. 0 i
Fationg) Virft th&ri
; f disposition, then, two N
ee kinds o : they,
g There ”‘;Zhind deficiency respectively, ang m
. 'Kc
involving €

in a sense opposed to all; fqp X o
the mean, an(é atlli i;et;:a ?ntermediate state and to each Ottrgn: 2
are contrary bo the extremes; as the equal > Breater 1Tﬂaﬁ\’e,lynd lhe

15 intermediate to ely to the greater, so the middle staqq, are g e
less, less relaf‘a‘:e deficiencies, deficient relatively o g, eXCESseSesg“'e
relatively to nd in actions. For the brave man appeqy, Fash rela’tivmh
in passions 3d and cowardly relatively to the rash map, nd Similaely

20 to the coward, man appears self—indulgent relatively to t inSengi{)]
e e eible relatively to the self-indulgent, and e jy, o g
man, insensib] ly to the mean man, mean relatlvel.y to the py, ™
prodigal relatively le at the extremes push the Intermediae |, -
Hence also the peop nd the brave man is called ragh by the cowara:;
each over to the Otheli; E:n an, and correspondingly in - Other ey

25 cowardly by the ras thus :)pposed to one another, the greatest g,

These states be;n%he extremes to each other, rather thay 1, the
trarietydfsttl.la';og these are further from each other thap from the
lirxiigrrﬁzdﬁtz: as the great is further from the small and

the sma]
30 from the great than both are from the equal.

Again, to the iner.
diate some extremes show a certain likeness, as that of raghne
media

to courage and that of prodigality to liberality; but ’Ehe extrzmgs sémow
t?le greatest unlikeness to each other; now contraries are defined a

i are
the things that are furthest from each other, so that things that

35 further apart are more contrary.

. . he excess s

To the mean in some cases the deﬁmency,.m S,Om:nt excess, but
more opposed; e.g. it is not rashnes.s, which lsosed T ottt
cowardice, which is a deficiency, that is more opp ;

hich
. -indulgence, W
and not insensibility, which is a deficiency, but self-indulgence,
5is an excess, that is

' S from

more opposed to temp(?ranFe' ghls O?iigzuse one

two reasons, one being drawn from the thlng 1tsell; oppose 1ot this
nd liker to the intermediate, we

; hness
. . _ since 1ds
ontrary to the intermediate. E. g.,

like,

[ more un m
thought liker ang nearer to courage, and cowardice further i
1C oppose rather the latte

: are Iu one

r to courage; for things t-liat'rhis,t en,

the intermediate are thought more contrary to it. e
b 30-1

1y
the e rt“& !

extreme is nearer g
but rather its ¢

we

‘ 133
18 11292 26D i Y 11302 14_1) 5, IISIb 9-15, 11328 2430 113
17 Bk. vi.
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| Wi fro™® ﬂ']ehﬂxgzgollli‘ssillf; another is drawn from ourselves;
dfa.ﬂ(rs to whic di F e naturally tend seem mort’?
e interme jate. For instance, we oursel
¢ "¢ dhence are m . ves tend more 13
0 plea’ es, &% € more easily carried away towards
towards prOpr.lety. We describe as contrary to the
e jrections 1t vhich we more often go to great
@ heD fore self—mdulgence which i g g
24 there 0 , which is an excess, is the moré
is so, and 20
the other
hat

a mean, then, and in what sense it
two vices, the one involving excess
vch b.ecause its character is to air,n at w
and in actions, has been sufficiently stated.
be good. For in everything it is no

d the middle of a circle is no

ora yirtué is
g T.h ?St :] mean bethe(?n

, lcy and that 1t .lS S
y et’iiate in passmns
i easy task to

contrary to it, as Calypso advises—

st in the way We ;
But we must consider the t

K easily carried away;
' aother; and this will be recogniza 0
o the con rary €

| wefeel. We must drag 0
' weshall get into he interme
i, as people do in straightening sticks that 8r¢ .
aNow in everything the r pleas : most to b guar
tog;? st; for we do not judge 1t impartially: We oughtd
i anrd§ pleasure as the elders of the people el.t towzl: 3
tircumstances repeat their sayil .19 for if we dismiss p
was Circe W ave the advice (xil.

rders to his cteersman.

18

0d i

°8),aﬁ-d xii. 219 f. (Mackail’s trans.)- But it W

by the actual quotation js from Odysseus’ ©
1L 156~60.

Helen, and
leasure 10
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o 964 It is by do;
& , :kely to go astray. S By doip the
i thus we are Iessdlllat 3; e shall best be able to hi; the > they

the matter 13p)n o doubt difficult, and especially 3 Man, * (t

But thlst l;sy to determine both how and wiy, Wn;d
15 for it is 10 and how long one should be angry; f,. m ang 0%"
ro}/ocaggé who fall short and call them good_tempertoo som
raise ¢ raise those who get angry and call thep, magld, bug 7
times We I;,ho deviates little from goodness i not ), y. T, ;‘
howeve(l;, in the direction of the more or of the less, butmed’ Whel
he d% esviates more widely; for ke does not faj] ¢, be 5 :inly e
who hat point and to what extent a man myg deviatced' By S
20 to W biameworthy it is not easy to determips by | e hef% Y
beconzisa n anything else that is perceived by the Sense::asomng, an.E,
énol;f; d on particular facts, and the decision rests with Such th”u
sgpmuch’ then, is plain, that t}}e ir.ltermedia.te State i inpercept.i‘)ﬁ.
25 to be praised, but that we must incline sometimes towards gy, ethmgs
sometimes towards the deficiency; for so shall we most eggy.

mean and what is right. Y hit te

BOOK 11T

30 1 Since virtue is concerned with passions and act
tary passions and actions praise and blame are
that are involuntary pardon, and sometimes alsg

the voluntary and the involuntary is presumably necessary for thy
who are studying the nature of virtue, and useful also for legislator
with a view to the assigning both of honours and of punishments
Those things, then, are thought involuntary, which take plac§
1110* under compulsion or owing to ignorance; and that is compulsoryd
which the moving principle is outside, being a principle in which ngth-
ing is contributed by the person who is acting or is feeling the passwfo’
€. 8. if he were to be carried somewhere by a wind, or by me ¥

had him in their power,
But with regard to the things that are done from fear?
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