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« What are some of the key characteristics of the
political system, legal system, and economic
system of each country (remember, economic
and political systems are related, yet distinct)?

« How are these countries similar to one another?

o How are they different?

Assignment B

Nobody likes to pay taxes; however, most Americans
realize that taxes are a necessary evil. Refer to the
figure in your text that illustrates the U.S. tax burden
compared to that of other countries. Conduct online
research on some of the nations with the highest tax
burdens, such as Finland, Sweden, Belgium, Germany,
and Denmark, paying particular attention to what
these countries get in return for their tax dollars. Find
outif these nations provide paid maternity leave,
guaranteed health care, college tuition assistance,
and/or heat and fuel assistance.

Write an essay discussing whether or not you would
be willing to pay more taxes in order to receive some
of these benefits. As you develop your argument,
answer the following questions:

« What collective goods do you think are
important enough to deserve public funding?

« Should all citizens contribute equally to
programs, even if they don't use them (e.g., K-
12 education)? What are the arguments for and
against this?

« How much are your views on taxes influenced
by your self-interest? How much are you
influenced by a collective interest (in other
words - what is best for the United States as a
whole)?

« How do your views on public spending correlate
with your overall political views?
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Instructions

Choose one of the following assignments (A or B) and
write a short response (about 3-5 paragraphs) to the
questions and issues posed in the assignment. When
posting your assignment, be sure to post it as an
attachment (in .pdf or .doc format) AND copy and
paste it into the space provided.

Assignment A

While we live in a democratic country, there are a
variety of government types. Write an essay where
you compare and contrast various political systems.
Specifically, you should begin by describing the
differences between democratic, authoritarian and
anarchic political systems. Why do you think there are
no real world examples of anarchy? Next, identify and
research one example of a democratic system
fexcluding the US) AND one example of an
authoritarian system. (Hint: The CIA World Factbook
is a great source for this. See the Web site at
https:/www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/). Discuss each of the following questions in
your essay.

« What are some of the key characteristics of the
political system, legal system, and economic
svstem of each countrv (remember economic
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