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Writing to Compare

You have read two works by Mark Twain—an excerpt from Life on the
Mississippi and the short story “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras
County.” Now, deepen your understanding of Twain’s humor by comparing
the two works and expressing your ideas in writing.

Assignment

In an essay entitled “How to Tell a Story,” Twain wrote: “The humorous
story may be spun out to great length, and may wander around as much
as it pleases, and arrive nowhere in particular. . . . it is told gravely; the
teller does his best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects there is
anything funny about it.”

Write an explanatory text in which you explore whether Twain follows
his own rules for telling a funny story in Life on the Mississippi and “The
Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County.” Consider similarities and
differences in the humor displayed in the two narratives.




