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Research Presentation — Advanced Composition
Professor Cash

Instructions: After you have completed your persuasive essay, you will begin revising it for informal
presentation to the class. You should cover all of the major ideas in your persuasive essay, but be aware
of the time your presentation takes and eliminate minor details as necessary.

Some tips: The first thing to do would be to reduce — possibly dramatically — the use of direct quotations.
Paraphrasing is ideal, but if you must quote, try to reinforce it visually. Just a recommendation, not a
requirement. Also, add verbal signposts. Make your transitions explicit and take the time to remind us
‘what you’ve been saying at key points.

Finally, as this is informal and not a public speaking class, you are welcome to read from a prepared
document — just try to make eye contact and engage your audience where possible. The speech will be
followed by a brief question and answer session.

Target Length: 8 to 10 minutes. Generally speaking, this would be 4-5 pages double-spaced in 12 pt
Times New Roman font if you were to read your work, which you are welcome to do

Value: 10% of final grade

Dates: During the exam period — for 9:30 students, that’s Thursday, May 17 from 7:30 to 9:30. For 3:30
students, that’s Thursday, May 17 from 12:30 to 2:30.

Scoring:

Thesis and main points are clear — 20 points
Supporting evidence and relevance to main points clear — 30 points
Sources acknowledged orally — 20 points

Good volume, eye contact, and pacing — 10 points

Question and answer — 20 points




