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ambivalent about these foundations at best, whereas social
conservatives embrace them. (Libertarians have little use for
them, which is why they tend to support liberal positions on
social issues such as gay marriage, drug use, and laws to “pro-
tect” the American flag.)

I began this chapter by telling you our original find-
ing: Liberals have a two-foundation morality, based on the
Care and Fairness foundations, whereas conservatives have
a five-foundation morality. But on the basis of what we've
learned in the last few years, I need to revise that statement.
Liberals have a three-foundation morality, whereas conser-
vatives use all six. Liberal moral matrices rest on the Care/
harm, Liberty/oppression, and Fairness/cheating foundations,
although liberals are often willing to trade away fairness (as
proportionality) when it conflicts with compassion or with
their desire to fight oppression. Conservative morality rests
on all six foundations, although conservatives are more willing
than liberals to sacrifice Care and let some people get hurt in
order to achieve their many other moral objectives.

IN SUM

Moral psychology can help to explain why the Democratic
Party has had so much difficulty connecting with voters since
1980. Republicans understand the social intuitionist model
better than do Democrats. Republicans speak more directly to
the elephant. They also have a better grasp of Moral Founda-
tions Theory; they trigger every single taste receptor.

I presented the Durkheimian vision of society, favored by
social conservatives, in which the basic social unit is the fam-
ily, rather than the individual, and in which order, hierarchy,
and tradition are highly valued. I contrasted this vision with
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the liberal Millian vision, which is more open and individu-
alistic. I noted that a Millian society has difficulty binding
pluribus into unum. Democrats often pursue policies that pro-
mote pluribus at the expense of unum, policies that leave them
open to charges of treason, subversion, and sacrilege.

I then described how my colleagues and I revised Moral
Foundations Theory to do a better job of explaining intuitions
about liberty and fairness:

* We added the Liberty/oppression foundation,
which makes people notice and resent any sign of
attempted domination. It triggers an urge to band
together to resist or overthrow bullies and tyrants.
This foundation supports the egalitarianism and
antiauthoritarianism of the left, as well as the don’t-
tread-on-me and give-me-liberty antigovernment
anger of libertarians and some &onservatives.

* We modified the Fairness foundation to make it
focus more strongly on proportionality. The Fairness
foundation begins with the psychology of recipro-
cal altruism, but its duties expanded once humans
created gossiping and punitive moral communities.
Most people have a deep intuitive concern for the
law of karma—they want to see cheaters punished

and good citizens rewarded in proportion to their
deeds.

With these revisions, Moral Foundations Theory can now
explain one of the great puzzles that has preoccupied Demo-
crats in recent years: Why do rural and working-class Ameri-
cans generally vote Republican when it is the Democratic
Party that wants to redistribute money more evenly?

Democrats often say that Republicans have duped these




