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ing relationships are based on perceptions of legitimate
asymmetries, not coercive power; they are not inher-
ently exploitative.s

The Authority foundation, as I describe it, is borrowed
directly from Fiske. It is more complex than the other foun-
dations because its modules must look in two directions—up
toward superiors and down toward subordinates. These mod-
ules work together to help individuals meet the adaptive chal-
lenge of forging beneficial relationships within hierarchies.
We are the descendants of the individuals who were best able
to play the game—to rise in status while cultivating the pro-
tection of superiors and the allegiance of subordinates.®

The original triggers of some of these modules include
patterns of appearance and behavior that indicate higher ver-
sus lower rank. Like chimpanzees, people track and remem-
ber who is above whom.3* When people within a hierarchical
order act in ways that negate or subvert that order, we feel it
instantly, even if we ourselves have not been directly harmed.
If authority is in part about protecting order and fending off
chaos, then everyone has a stake in supporting the existing
order and in holding people accountable for fulfilling the obli-
gations of their station.’

The current triggers of the Authority/subversion founda-
tion, therefore, include anything that is construed as an act
of obedience, disobedience, respect, disrespect, submission, or
rebellion, with regard to authorities perceived to be legitimate.
Current triggers also include acts that are seen to subvert the
traditions, institutions, or values that are perceived to provide
stability. As with the Loyalty foundation, it is much easier for
the political right to build on this foundation than it is for
the left, which often defines itself in part by its opposition to
hierarchy, inequality, and power. It should not be difficult for
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you to guess the politics of the magazine advertised in figure
7.7- Conversely, while Methodists are not necessarily conser-

vative, the sign in front of their church tells you they ain’t no
Unitarians.

What’s your Nation?
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FIGURE 7.7. Two rather different valuations of the Authority/subversion foundation.
Advertisement for the liberal magazine The Nation (top); church in Charlottesville,
Virginia (bottom; photo by Sarah Estes Graham).




