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FIGURE 7.5. Fairness left and right. Top: Sign at Occupy Wall Street, Zuccotti Hum.ww,
New York City. Bottom: Sign at Tea Party rally, Washington, DC (photo by Emily
Ekins). Everyone believes that taxes should be “fair.”

is a major theme of the Occupy Wall Street movement, which
T visited in October 2011 (see figure 7.5).” On the right, the Tea
Party movement is also very concerned about fairness. They
see Democrats as “socialists” who take money from hardwork-
"=~ Americans and give it to lazy people (including those

~elfare or unemployment benefits) and to illegal

the form of free health care and education).®

¢ ares about fairness, but there are two major
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kinds. On the left, fairness often implies equality, but on the
right it means proportionality—people should be rewarded in
proportion to what they contribute, even if that guarantees
unequal outcomes.

3. THE LOYALTY/BETRAYAL FOUNDATION

In the summer of 1954, Muzafar Sherif convinced
twenty-two sets of working-class parents to let him take their
twelve-year-old boys off their hands for three weeks. He
brought the boys to a summer camp he had rented in Rob-
bers Cave State Park, Oklahoma. There he conducted one of
the most famous studies in social psychology, and one of the
richest for understanding the foundations of morality. Sherif
brought the boys to the camp in two groups of eleven, on two
consecutive days, and housed them in different parts of the
park. For the first five days, each group thought it was alone.
Even still, they set about marking territory and creating tribal
identities.

One group called themselves the “Rattlers,” and the other
group took the name “Eagles.” The Rattlers discovered a good
swimming hole upstream from the main camp and, after an
initial swim, they made a few improvements to the site, such
as laying a rock path down to the water. They then claimed
the site as their own, as their special hideout, which they vis-
ited each day. The Rattlers were disturbed one day to discover
paper cups at the site (which in fact they themselves had left
behind); they were angry that “outsiders” had used their swim-
ming hole.

A leader emerged in each group by consensus. When the
boys were deciding what to do, they all suggested ideas. But
when it came time to choose one of those ideas, the leader




