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or suffering, particularly when a child is involved, particularly
our own child. We respond even when we know consciously
that it’s not really violence and he’s not really suffering. It’s
like the Muller-Lyer illusion: we can't help but see one line
as longer, even when we know consciously that they are the
same length.

As you watch the surgery, you notice two nurses assisting
in the operation—one older, one younger. Both are fully atten-
tive to the procedure, but the older nurse occasionally strokes
your son’s head, as though trying to comfort him. The younger
nurse is all business. Suppose, for the sake of argument, that
there was conclusive proof that patients under deep anesthetic
don’t hear or feel anything. If that were the case, then what
should be your reaction to the two nurses? If you are a utilitar-
ian, you should have no preference. The older nurse’s actions
did nothing to reduce suffering or improve the surgical out-
come. If you are a Kantian, youd also give the older nurse no
extra credit. She seems to have acted absentmindedly, or (even
worse, for Kant) she acted on her feelings. She did not act out
of commitment to a universalizable principle. But if you are a
Humean, then it is perfectly proper for you to like and praise
the older nurse. She has so fully acquired the virtue of caring
that she does it automatically and effortlessly, even when it
has no effect. She is a virtuoso of caring, which is a fine and
beautiful thing in a nurse. It tastes good.

IN SUM

The second principle of moral psychology is: Theres more to
morality than harm and fairness. In this chapter I began to say
exactly what more there is:
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* Morality is like taste in many ways—an analogy
made long ago by Hume and Mencius.

* Deontology and utilitarianism are “one-receptor”
moralities that are likely to appeal most strongly
to people who are high on systemizing and low on
empathizing.

* Hume’s pluralist, sentimentalist, and naturalist
approach to ethics is more promising than utili-
tarianism or deontology for modern moral psychol-
ogy. As a first step in resuming Hume’s project, we
should try to identify the taste receptors of the righ-
teous mind.

* Modularity can help us think about innate receptors,
and how they produce a variety of initial perceptions
that get developed in culturally variable ways.

* Five good candidates for being taste receptors of the
righteous mind are care, fairness, loyalty, authority,
and sanctity.

In psychology, theories are cheap. Anyone can invent one.
Progress happens when theories are tested, supported, and
corrected by empirical evidence, especially when a theory
proves to be useful—for example, if it helps people to under-
stand why half of the people in their country seem to live in a
different moral universe. That’s what happened next.




