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developed new ways to encourage our girls at
home that fit their natural need for verbal
encouragement.

The proof of our success with girls is measur-
able today: the industrialized world has closed
the female-to-male math and science gaps in our
schools. Girls now receive grades as good as and
better than boys in these classes. In California,
girls are now actually outperforming boys in
math and science. As we noted earlier, girls are
no longer shortchanged in many schools—they
are high performers. The changes we made to
our educational system worked!

Changing our educational system to help
boys will admittedly be harder, because the
changes that have been made to help our daugh-
ters will actually make boys’ education more
problematic. Furthermore, in our consideration
of girls’ needs, we never had to fight the myth of

gender plasticity—we never said, “Our girls are
defective.” We always said, “The system is defec-
tive.” Changing the system for our boys can be
also accomplished—without hurting our girls—
and it must be.
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

1. Gurian and Stevens ask if we should “keep trying to change our boys” or should
we instead “change the educational system in which they are now taught.,” How
do they address this question? Do you agree or disagree with their position?

2. Does the information provided in the article about boys and learning match your
experiences working with boys in schools? If not, what is different about boys you

have worked with?

3. The authors conclude by offering a “model for protecting the minds of boys.”
What does their model call for educators (and others) to do? Do you think what
they are suggesting is realistic’c How might you bring this model to your current

educational setting?




