176

Bases for Curriculum Leadership

put as much emphasis on work as on play. School,
however, is the legally constituted arrangement
for giving instruction to the young, so it is upon
teachers that the professional responsibility for
helping all children achieve a sense of industry
and accomplishment rests.

In addition to aiding personality development
in this way, teachers have many opportunities for
reconfirming their pupils’ sense of trust, auton-
omy, and initiative or for encouraging its growth
in children who have been somewhat hampered
by previous life experiences. Teachers cannot
work alone, of course, either in aiding a child in
the development of new capacities or in strength-
ening old ones. Jointly with parents and others
they can do much, not only for children of
already healthy personality but also for many
whose development has been handicapped.

THE SENSE OF IDENTITY

With the onset of adolescence another period of
personality development begins. As is/well
known, adolesgence is a period of s% and
stress for many yQung people, a period/in which
previous certaintiey are questioned thI previous
continuities no longgr relied upon hysiological
changes and rapid physical gr())u/tgp provide the
somatic base for the tiymoil ahd indecision. It
may be that cultural factdys gléo play a part, for it
has been observed that adifescence is less upset-
ting in some societies thaf iy others.

of the'period is the estab-
lishment of a sense gf identity\The identity the
adolescent seeks to/clarify is who\he is, what his
role in society is/fo be. Is he a chiMd or is he an
adult? Does h¢’have it in him to be omeday a
husband and,father? What is he to be worker
and an earder of money? Can he feel sel-confi-
dent in spite of the fact that his race or religion or
nationgl background makes him a person s

e
peoplé look down upon? Overall, will he be a SS‘Z-
cess or a failure? By reason of these questions ado
lescents are sometimes morbidly preoccupied with
how they appear in the eyes of others as compared
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with how they can make the roles and skills
Igarned earlier jibe with what is currently in style.

In primitive societies adolescents ar: perhaps
spaked these doubts and indecisions. hrough
initiagion rites, often seemingly cruel in charac-
ter, yqung people are tested out (and/:cst them-
selves

r ceremonies
e change in status frgm childhood to
youth. For\those who have religious affiliations,
confirmation, joining the chur¢h, may serve this
purpose in part, since the young people are
thereby admitted in this ong¢ segment of their
lives at least, to\the company/of adults. Such cer-
emonies serve, i additiongo reaffirm to youth

that the universe|is trustworthy and stable and
that a way of life i§ clearly laid out.

Graduation cer monic/s might play a part in
marking a new statu§ were it not that, in present-
day America, status is\so/ill defined. What rules of
law and custom exist are/too diverse to be of much
help. For example, legal\regulations governing age
of “consent,” age at whith marriage is permitted,
age for leaving school,/for\driving a car, for joining
(or being required tojjoin)
no logical progressions in 1
custom, there is so/ much variation in what even
families who live n¢xt door to\each other expect or
permit that adolescents, eager Yo be on their way,
are practically forced into standardizing themsélves
in their search for status. In this éhey are ably abet-
ted by advertisers and entertainers who seek their
patronage, as/well as by well-medning magazine
writers who describe in great detail the means by
which unifogmity can be achieved.

In this yrge to find comfort thrugh similar-
ity, adolcs?ents are likely to become \stereotyped
in behavigr and ideals. They tend to form cliques
for self—pjotcctjon and fasten on petty similarities
of dress and gesture to assure themselyes that
they are really somebody. In these cliqugs they
may be intolerant and even cruel toward ‘those
they label as different. Unfortunate as such




