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be more clearly described, conceptualized, and
researched. Multicultural education is conceptual-
ized in this [article] as a field that consists of five
dimensions I have formulated (Banks, 2004b):

1. Content integration,

2. The knowledge construction process,

3. Prejudice reduction,

4. An equity pedagogy, and

5. An empowering school culture and social
structure (see Figure 1).

Each of the five dimensions is defined and illus-
trated later in this [article]. '

FIGURE1

Educators need to be able to identify, to dif-
ferentiate, and to understand the meanings of
each dimension of multicultural education. They
also need to understand that multicultural edu-
cation includes but is much more than content
integration. Part of the controversy in multicul-
tural education results from the fact that many
writers in the popular press see it only as content
integration and as an educational movement that
benefits only people of color. When multicultural
education is conceptualized broadly, it becomes
clear that it is for all students, and not just for
low-income students and students of color

Content Integration

Content integration deals with
the extent to which teachers
use examples and content from
a variety of cultures and groups
to illustrate key concepts,
principles, generalizations, and
theories in their subject area or
discipline.

An Equity Pedagogy

An equity pedagogy exists
when teachers modify their
teaching in ways that will
facilitate the academic
achievement of students from
diverse racial, cultural, and
social-class groups. This
includes using a variety of
teaching styles that are
consistent with the wide range
of learning styles within various
cultural and ethnic groups.

The Knowledge
Construction Process

The knowledge construction process relates
to the extent to which teachers help students
to understand, investigate, and determine
how the implicit cultural assumptions, frames
of references, perspectives, and biases
within a discipline influence the ways in
which knowledge is constructed within it.

Prejudice Reduction

This dimension focuses on the
characteristics of students’
racial attitudes and how they
can be modified by teaching
methods and materials.

Multicultural
Education

An Empowering School Culture
and Social Structure

Grouping and labeling practices, sports
participation, disproportionality in achievement,
and the interaction of the staff and the students
across ethnic and racial lines are among the
components of the school culture that empowers
students from diverse racial, ethnic, and cultural
groups.




