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The gentrification frontier absorbs and retransmits the distilled optimism of a
new city, the promise of economic opportunity, the twin thrills of romance and
rapacity; it is the place where the future will be made. ..Behind the line, civiliza-
tionand profit-making are taking their toll; in front of the line, savagery, promise
and opportunity still stalk the landscape.

—Neil Smith, The New Urban ntier: Gentrification and the Revanchist City.

After years of remaking the Main Street strip, the urban wing of the dominant bloc
reorganized in the early 2010s to delineate a new zone of intervention—the city’s next
gentrification frontier—where they would focus the energies of the city’s urban rede-
velopment authority for the next decade. The human geography of the area selected,
chosen for its proximity to the city’s downtown hockey arena, had been produced in
part by the destruction of the Main Street strip, as the strip’s predominantly Indige-
hous community was pushed south and west. CentreVenture continued to stalk this
community and destroy the urban spaces it produced into the 2010s. In order to do S0,
the authority stretched its TIF capacities significantly over time and space, further
closed openings for grassroots resistance, and reinvigorated the regional tradition of
blaming city-centre residents themselves, rather than the dominant bloe’s suburban
development agenda, for city-centre disi nvestment. CentreVenture transported myths
about the Main Street Strip to a new segment of the city centre in this period, continu-
ing to deny both the full geographical humanity of existing inhabitants and the full
humanness of the sting city-centre geography.' This approach became the author-
ity’s go-to method for bﬁnmzim a new mandate of “investment protection,” whereby
capital investment in Winnipeg’s city centre, defined by its supposed fragility, would
be protected via the renewal of colonial geographies both material and imagined.

CENTREVENTURE'S NEXT FRONTIER

Intheyears following the 2008 global economic crisis, Canadian capitalists—wary of
overdeveloped markets in Vancouver and Toronto—expressed a budding interest in
Winnipeg real estate, particularly in jts underdeveloped city centre. Compared to the
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takes on special importance. Thus, CentreVenture’s role—the essence of “protecting”
and “defending” real estate investment—was to shape the urban space around new real
estate investments in such a way that would guarantee the speedy sale of condos and

hotel rooms.

CentreVenture proposed two “key elements” for doing so. The first “key element”
of the Investment Protection Strategy would be for CentreVenture to “adopt a ‘mall

management’ approach to Portage Avenue, providing for visitor expectations and social

responsibilities similar to what one would experience at aregional shopping centre.” In

doing so, CentreVenture renewed the urban wing’s four-decades-old tradition—estab-
lished by the CAT and the BIDs—of attempting to transform Winnipeg’s city centre into

ahyper-controlled suburban subdivision-style environment. In attempting to turn the

city centre into anew growth area, capitalists deployed .»mnvnmn:nm they had learned in
the suburbs; that is, they tapped CentreVenture to produce a total community, a totally
planned, totally controlled area surrounding the commodities—the units of residential
and commercial real estate—they needed to sell.

The most specific method for doing this—in addition to increased lighting, expanded
parking infrastructure, and a new “comprehensive safety strategy”—would be to “increase
public comfort by working closely with adjoining hotels and vendor owners...to address
and resolve the impact of offsite [alcohol] sales within and adjacent to Portage Avenue.”
The urban wing’s six-decades-long war against the Main Street strip had long estab-
lished the tradition of invoking city-centre hotels and beer vendors as code for Native
people. CentreVenture’s latest proposed attacks on such spaces were clearly viewed as a
response to the unintended geographical effects of its Main Street conquest. In a piece
entitled “Hotel Buyouts in Core for Fewer Drunks?” the Free Press explained, “After
the city closed down a series of skid-row hotels on Main Street, some of the clientele
moved to Portage Avenue.”s “We have some problems on Portage Avenue,” McGowan
told the Free Press. “We sure don’t have them on Main Street anymore.”® CentreVen-
ture’s new round of planning, in other words, was largely an agenda for stalking the
Indigenous human geography of the Main Street strip—coded as “hotels,” “drunks,” or
simply “problems”—it had displaced to Portage Avenue, now that capital was interested
in the latter.

In fact, CentreVenture’s vision for the elimination of low-income and Indigenous
spaces in the district was much more expansive, including an agenda for the abortion
of affordable spaces alréady in the early stages of development. In the same year as it
drafted its Portage Avenue Development Strategy, CentreVenture secretly thwarted a
deal that would have installed a large “discount retailer” on Portage Avenue. “I went to
my board,” McGowan later recalled, “and said we are either goingto let Portage Avenue
become a discount mall or we are going tomake Portage Avenue into the great Win nipeg
streetitis.”” “It was our position that this was the last straw in the decline of our iconic
avenue,” McGowan told the Free Press. “And if action was not taken, our fear was that
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we would lose Portage Avenue for decades to come McGowan’s cqg

CentreVenture’s attachment to the city’s _osm..ﬁmn&_.zm apartheid mmM :Mzmﬂa e
Portage Avenue was imagined as a bastion of whiteness where—in nMHU ’ s&mnmﬁ.d\
mﬁnmng&monm_.Q Was not to be tolerated. In order to boost the profits Qﬁw - .§m5
segment of real estate capital—the segment that sought to profit throy h Mh.umwan:_m_,
rather z.z:u Indigenous discount consumption—CentreVentyre rolled Mcﬁim s
revanchist story wherein “losing” Portage Avenue to poor, working-class w Mn:..v.w_,ﬁ&w
csm.vmo_u_mm would spell disaster for the city. In order to make Portage >M5 HMQ_WQH,
again, CentreVenture purchased the building in question, demolished it, 5 mMEo. e
Fsm acentrepiece of its luxury Portage Avenue vision. While the »:nvoaszr Mi.mm .wrm

designs on other properties in the district, it first needed more money to ?:M _.HM_M_M““.

CentreVenture turned to anunprecedented expansion of TTF to fund its new miss;
The second “key element” of its Portage Avenye Development Strategy, Centr, aw:mm_o:.
proposed, would be to designate an entire eleven-block TIF zone Ed_w:n th mwmsﬂczw
Avenue hockey arena—the Manitoba Telecom Services MTS) omn:.mlv::M i omﬂma
by Q.Hm Chipmans, one of Winnipeg’s richest families, with the help of $40 H_H__ oom
v:AE_n money. Rather than propose TIF for individual Pprojectsina Emnmamw_zm :Mw -
.mm it had done on Main Street—and as the Government of Manitoba had stipul Mm d i
1ts 2009 TIF Act’—CentreVenture proposed that every cent of J:Smamun&w _,M -
tax revenues from all properties in the zone pe automatically taken out of m.m:mh”&m“”%

nm‘\.muwmu streams and placed in a special fund controlled by CentreVenture for %mum__uM
MH, _M&HMM “Jﬂmmﬁmz.ﬁu strategy. Among other things, this would close the opening
—therequirement that every TIF-based spending decision be approved

Rm.mﬁownm. Hospitality and Entertainment District (SHED)—would become “the focal
vo:% om. the new Portage Avenye CentreVenture vowed to lobby the municipal Mn“
vE<.En_& governments to make the zone a qmm:afcon:m that the nocﬁmnmmom of ﬁm
E,o<.ED.m_ government, in particular, which controls half of al[ property tax revenue :M
Manitoba—would be “crucial.” City Council unanimously endorsed the plan, but waited
for the provincial government to'commit to the TIF zone before ooBSmE:Wmnme ’

wcxMMM“HM Mﬂwwwwm% and the Winnipeg .mz.:, the city’s far-right tabloid, lauded the
: elopment Strategy, amplifying the idea that the area’s existing human
Mmomnmm_vr% Mcmm a “problem” m.:m a “stain,” while implying that &Jrnmuqo residents
mw:mm ves—and not the dominant bloc’s suburban development agenda—had caused
m.mEaE.m abandonment of the area. Both newspapers valorized the upward distrib
tion of public resources represented by TIF as essential to the “greater good.” ,.wolmm“.
>.<n==m.: aFree Press editorial commented, “remains a challenge, and a problem.” “The
.QQ and province can get the ball rolling immediately by declaring the area a H.:q (tax
increment m:w:n_.zmv zone that would use the new taxes raised by the developments
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housed downtown.. They should not be displaced. But we’re a million miles away from
having governments ready to do that kind of thing.”*® The casualties of CentreVentu-
re’s revanchist agenda, as pointed out by the unnamed activist, were not simply isolated
low-income and Indigenous spaces, but the people’s city-centre development tradition

as awhole.
In the spring of 2012, the Province of Manitoba announced that it would make the
SHED TIF zone a reality. The two levels of government would transfer $25 million to
CentreVenture over two years to pursue its SHED restructuring strategy. The provin-
cial funds, in keeping with 2008 TIF legislation, would come entirely out of Manitoba’s
education budget. These funds were guaranteed no matter how little investment actually
occurred in the SHED; if incremental taxes from the SHED TIF zone over fifteen years
did not amount to the full $25 million, then the rest of the provincial and municipal
property tax base would subsidize the shortfail. The governments seem to have been
encouraged by the Chipman and Ledohowski developments—Winnipeg City Council
cited “two primary private development opportunities within the TIF zone” as the
existing initial sources of TIF (despite both developments receiving large government
subsidies).?

Politicians again framed the return of capital to Winnipeg’s city centre as the harbin-
ger of aregional revival that would take back the city for its respectable classes. “Down-
town Winnipeg is undergoing a truly remarkable renaissance,” Selinger announced. “By
supporting the development of a sports, hospitality and entertainment district,” Mayor
Katz added, “we can help turn downtown into a destination all on its own—a place where
students, professionals, and families want to hang outin their free time.” The announce-
ment signalied alandmark achievement for CentreVenture, the Downtown Council, the
Chipmans, and other TIF beneficiaries. Rather than pay taxes to fund public education,
affordable housing, and other social services, Chipman, Thomson, Ledohowski, and their

fellow millionaire and billionaire investors would contribute only to a special fund—
dedicated solely to the protection of their investments

» of the city. Notably, the political justification for this
» for

controlled by CentreVenture—
through the “mall management
extreme instance of neoliberal statecraft was—via coded language of a “renaissance
» and “families”—anti-Native revanchism. To capture signifi-
in other words, capitalists appealed to white fears

cant public resources for themselves,
of a Native city.

“students,” “professionals,

In the spirit of the people’s city-centre development tradition, anti-poverty organ-
izers voiced frustration that an NDP government with social-democratic roots would
so heartily embrace public gifts to millionaire and billionaire developers in the name
of “community revitalization,” while food and housing shortages among city-centre
residents remained at crisis levels. These critiques specifically resisted the legislation’s
revanchist logic, arguing that area residents’ needs should be built in to TIF eligibility

requirements. The provincial legislation made eligible any developer who could promise
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CentreVenture’s Lebensraum. The § itali i it
e : ports, Hospitality, and Entertainment District, as stipulated b i
‘Winnipeg’s SHED TIF Zone By-law No. 98/2012. . v et

“significant improvements” deemed “in the public interest.” “This criteria says nothing
about financial or community need,” the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (ccra)
Km::ocw officenoted. “Projects that qualify for TIF should have to demonstrate, beyond
just the generating of revenue, how they will benefit the surrounding community and
the _,mwawzﬁm that live there.” The CCPA criticized the process through which developers
were granted TIF: “It leaves community residents out of the process...Stronger public
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working with the [Germaine family’s] Alt Group to ooBm.ﬁo <<5.Enmm to v:“m%ﬂw“
hotel on Portage Avenue,” he told the Free Press, “one of their n:mm.:ocm tousw e
we make our investment on the north side of Portage ><m::mu.€w~nr has MmEm nO i
ges to it, what is it that you're going to do to help protect that investment? >MM oimm'
continued, “One of the issues that was constantly being mﬁzmmwmm to Jm was m.mxmrw
sive drunkenness and the aggressive panhandling that va.. going on in 5@. mM.m._mlﬁrmH
Winnipeg Police Service helped us identify that one of the primary center c.c” ”_ Mivm
was in fact the St. Regis Hotel.”* CentreVenture continued to iol.ﬁ n_Omm._w €.: H:n e
in the following years, collaborating most successfully to establish ovmwmcosm wﬂEb
line” in 2016, through which 200 specially trained foot patrols Smwo &m.v_oﬁ HM_ o
a one-kilometre radius of the MTS Centre primarily to police “social a_mcwmmﬂa o
sequence leading to the purchase of the St. Regis m:SEm.a up n.umuqm%\mnwnﬁw rm mw.. .M e
well. Acting on direct orders from investors, in consultation S#r wo:nm.:.;m mmm d m:mm
authority moved to destroy a key stronghold of health care-seeking Indigenous families.

ivisi der Inspector
Policing is real estate policing. Centreline press conference, (L to R) WPS U.SEE&%NOMB”HME U:dw::.
i inni Xec
i Y la Mathieson, and Downtown Winnipeg
Jim Anderson, CentreVenture CEQ Angel ; : oW iy
m“.“.m:a Grande, Winnipeg, ca. 2016. Photo by Boris Minkevich. Winnipeg Free Press December

(Courtesy of Winnipeg Free Press)

PART 2

NEW FRONTIER

CentreVenture sought to demolish the St. Regis immediate(
McGowan publicly promoted the fact that the structure was n,
nated heritage building and could therefore be bulldozed easi]
developer.” There js also evidence that CentreVenture was not

y after purchasing jt,
otan officially desig-
y by any Prospective

anything,” Brian said of the CentreVenture representative to whom he made the sugges-
tion. “That’s what made me think, oh, this is a brown faces outside smoking thi ng."®In
2015, CentreVenture sold the St. Regis to Toronto-based Fortress Real Developments
Inc., who closed the hotel’s doors for goodin 2017, with plans to clear the land fora $200
million luxury condo tower, for which it received a $6.5 million grant from the City,
As this and so many other examples indicate, CentreVenture’s institutional capacity
was used as a tool by a specific bloc of real estate capitalists to remove Native people

Winnipeg for health care,

McGowan said CentreVenture had identified “the Carlton and the St. Regis as the
two properties which most affect development in the SHED.” “Quite often there are
things going on there that are not what you and I would call lawful to say the least,”
Mayor Katz wmal:.cinm:va in light of a subsequent RCMP investigation of Katz on
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to shut down a government-operated liquor store one block north of Portage Avenue,
across the street from CentrePoint. A few days later, an editorial published in the Free

Press—under the headline “New Doubts About CentreVenture”—provided a summary

of McGowan’s comments. In announcing CentreVenture’s intentions to relocate the

liquor store, the paper reported, “McGowan likened drunks and aggressive panhand-
lers downtown to ill-mannered children who were not welcome to sit around the dining
room table with the adults.” “If you're too poor to afford a beer at Tavern United”—an

expensive bar in the SHED owned by Ledohowski—“then you’re not responsible enough
to purchase alcohol downtown,” the Free Press theorized, summing up McGowan’s
remarks. “The social rebirth that McGowan seems to have in mind for the downtown
has nothing to do with actually addressing the issues of poverty, addiction or racism
in our city,” the editorial concluded. “Rather, [McGowan] is openly advocating for the
simple removal of undesirable elements from our downtown so that we can all feel safe
and happy flooding in and out of the MTS Centre before-and-after Jets games.”s?

The next day, in a response to the Free Press piece, McGowan doubled down on his
statement: “In a recent interview,” said McGowan the next day, “I did make reference
to the SHED being compared to the ‘living room’ in one’s house where the kids are sent
to the basement until they can abide by the rules of the living room...Regrettably, my
comments were taken out of context.” McGowan, in full patriarch mode, went on:

The “kids” are always welcome in the living room; however, there
are rules, boundaries and expectations of individual behavior.
Actions such as excessive public intoxication and aggressive
panhandling that make downtown residents, employees, and
visitors uneasy, fearful, or unsafe should not be acceptable 3

McGowan’s comments were an unusually open articulation of the fascistictenden-
cies underlying the dominant bloc’s social engineering of the city centre, from their
assertion of an authoritarian parent-child relationship between the state and the people,
to advocating arbitrary punishments beyond the letter of the law, to the concept of the

“living room,” which has the ring of the Nazi’s Aryan lebensraum or “living space.” The

“living room” comments also expressed very clearly the persistence of an apartheid
mentality according to which colonized peoples must be spatially segregated until they
can be trained to abide by the rules and expectations of the conquering society. Accord-
ing to this logic, Indigenous peoples must be compelled to reconcile to—in the sense of
coming to peace with rather than disrupting—not only past continental-scale dispos-
session but present-day urban dispossession.

Despite failing to send the liquor store’s patrons “to the basement,” by early 2013
CentreVenture began to claim that its interventions had attracted real estate capi-
tal to the SHED at unprecedented levels. “In the last five years,” Mayor Katz wrote

- “Who would have thought this possible ten, even five years ago?” The
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in CentreVenture’s 2012 annual report, “we’ve Seen over $1.3 billion invested j
" s ) : veste
SHED]” “What is clear is that We are seeing a renaissance that will chan h_s [the
» < ange the city
forever,” McGowan told an audience of realtors while echoing the bl A
: : - “billion dollars»
line—which soon became “two billion dollars”—would become a touchstone in ¢ .
: s = nCentreVv-
enture reports and media accounts in the months and years to Same Tt M<
. S way, the

authority absorbed and retransmitted not only the idea of the SHED ag the next f
ext fron-

tier of profitability, but the long-standing tenet of racial capitalism ip the North-w
. = . B : e ..ﬂ
thatthe disappearance of Indigenous peoples foretold capitalist Prosperity. Take .

whole, in other words, CentreVenture’s activities in the SHED emboldened 4 lethal

nasa
setof

form of value—the currency of Indigenous disappearance—flows not only to individya]
1y - - . ’ B
billionaires, according to the dominant bloc’s propagand a, butto the entire enfranchised
; . : se
population, who are encouraged to identify as fellow beneficiaries,

While CentreVenture’s numbers were padded significantly by the Convention Centre
expansion and the recently constructed headquarters for Manitoba Hydro, the SHED

SHED in 2013, including a new $55 million 195-condo tower—“Glasshouse Skylofts”—
developed by the Chipmans next door to the CentrePoint complex, in wagﬁ.&._._.v with
Toronto-based Urban Capital; a $200 million 200-condo tower on the St Regis Hotel
lands; and the $400 million 130-condo, 275-hote] room, office, and retaijj “True North
macﬁm: on the former Carlton lands s Celebratory headlines and computer-generated
mages of the towers filled the pages of the Free Press and the Sunin 2013, adding to a
popular sense of regional revival. ~ i

Led by the Chipmans, with CentreVenture at their side, Canada’s real estate capi-
.ﬂm__mﬁm did seem to be taking a more serious interest in Winnipeg’s centre than they had
Inavery longtime. When I spoke with her in 2013, former CentreVenture CEO Annitta

.2 HL to the city but global economic events that had capitalists looking at Winnipeg
inanew light. Stenning told me that in her opinion, Winnipeg—long a n_.fJ. of marginal
but steady growth—became viewed as a safe bet for risk-averse capitalists in the wake
of the 2009 economic crisis. “I think the crisis shook people up around the world and
wro% dosstart looking for placeslike a Winnipeg..we’re unique inalot of the larger o.Emm
in Canada, in that we have a solid, stable economy,” Stenning said. “We’re kind of like
that bonds; slow, sure environment.” In March 2013, Toronto’s Globe and Mail rana
feature on Winnipeg’s improving fortunes, again based largely around comments from
McGowan. “The NHLs return has sparked a commercial real estate boom downtown ”

3

the Globe wrote. “New development—an unfamiliar sight in the city’s downtown since

l
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maps of the condo tower’s future location—its entrance half ablock from the liquor store
CentreVenture tried to shut down—and describing the rooftop patio where “all owners”
will have access to a full bar, yoga area, and “resort-style” cabanas. “This whole mall
will be fevamped,” one of the realtors said, pointing toward the Chipmans’ slick new
bar and casino—Shark Club—that had recently opened on the second floor of the mall.
“That’s a good template for what you're going to see,” said the realtor, adding that while
the area may not seem like much at the moment, the Glasshouse Skylofts will “get life

back on the streets.”

The performance put on by CentreVenture employees, realtors, and the developers
they work for is over the top, but not surprising—they are economically invested in it.
Far from being exclusive to the real estate industry, however, these perspectives have
been popularized through various efforts to integrate the concerns and logics of real
estate capital into people’s imagination of the city. One way that these ideas—which
make otherwise questionable ways of relating to other human beings feel reasonable
and necessary—achieve the ring of common sense is through repetitive speech, as
people construct shared meanings of complex places and lived experiences by drawing
on prefabricated narratives. The dominant bloc hasbeen so successful at this that even
left-leaning, politically correct Winnipeggers often erase and even casually stigmatize
the existing poor, working-class, and Indigenous city centre.

This came across especially strongly one day in a conversation with Andrea, a white
woman who held top positions in both the Doer and Selinger Manitoba NDP govern-
ments in the 2000s. “We always measured our success based on how well downtown
Winnipeg was doing,” Andrea said, recalling how much criticism the Manitoba govern-
ment faced in the mid-2000s for its role in locating the MTS Centre downtown.* Andrea
recalled people who said there was too much “crime” and too many “panhandlers”
and “Aboriginals” in the area for an arena to be successful. “You know,” Andrea went
on, “there’s just so much inherent, endemic racism in people’s views of downtown.” It
seemed like Andrea was about to tell a familiar white liberal story about her—or the NDP
government’s—passion for downtown, disgust with anti-Native racism, and fearless
encounters with Indigeneity. But when our conversation turned to Portage Place—one
of the two shopping malls built by the CAI in the 1980s—Andrea’s tone changed. “Of
all things,” she said, shaking her head, “that should have brought people downtown ”
Andrea’s eyes narrowed. “But it’s become a hangout,” she continued. “It’s a wasteland,
you know, like a cancer on the downtown.” Andrea’s casual vitriol surprised me at the
time, but only because of the aggressiveness of her tone. At its root, this is the dominant
racial capitalist vision of Winnipeg’s city centre, a mental map that spans the full spec-
trum of mainstream politics in the region.

As Winnipeg’s dominant bloc tried to redraw urban apartheid, it needed to rear-
range common-sense feelings about who belonged where.* Part of its success in doing
sowas that it drew on a pre-existing tradition, dominant in the North-West since 1869,

PART 2

NEW FRONT1gR

to render existing inhabitants of the SHED at once invisib
dynamic was illustrated by the mnanmmmm:wnmnamnnw to call
dead” and “dangerous.” Invisibility and rwﬁan.i&g.r.QSOnwma together |

le and rwbm_..immzo. This

ABROADER SENSE oF PLACE

The current dominance of racia] capitalist narratives makes it necessary to insist on
alternative ways of seeing that are rich enough to honour the fu]] geographical humanj
of people and places that capitalists allege do not matter.* 1 fact, hidden from view TQ
the dominant mappings is the fact that Winnipeg’s city centre —including the mo,nm:mw
wastelands—constituteg anextensive, highly productive urbaninfrastructyre produced
by the area’s existing community to meet g variety of basic needs, from food to shelter
toraising children and taking care of elders,

The St. Regis Hotel, for example—viewed by the Chipmans as the prim
to their

The cluster of dollar stores around the MTS Centre—which CentreVenture would
.v:wmmu. “not to see”—continues, as of 2018, to provide a range of everyday necessities
_:Q:Q_.:mmqonmamm. clothing, shoes, diapers, toiletries, bedding, luggage, and children’s
toys. These stores primarily serve the people who live in the city centre, who raise chil-

dren and take care of elders there, rather than the suburbanites who work in offices and
attend NHL games. On weekends, the dollar stores—bustling with children, parents

5
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Portage Place was built across multiple city blocks in the 1980s and literally func.
tions as a portal—or ﬁ@_.ammmlnozzm.nanm Portage Avenue and th&ity’s centra) busi-
ness district to Ellice Avenue and the more working-class West End and Central Park
neighbourhoods. A fou r-storey-high atrium surrounds the Ellice Avenye entrance on
the north side of the mall. The atrium—bright with lush gardens—isan obvious place to
hang out, especially in the depths of winter, and mall-goers easily mount what dominant
bloc-aligned urbanists mightrecognize as a “sj dewalk ballet” if they cared to look: Kids
in snowsuits sprint down ramps through the gardens; mothers chat and rock babies in
strollers; elders and people in wheelchairs sip coffees, waiting for Handi-Transit to pick
them up; Francig’s “mall culture” teenagers socialize in big groups, laughing, teasing
each other, going for smokes,

Around the corner from the atriumis the mall’s food court—the busiest social space
inthe mall and perhapsthe entire city centre. Atleast this seems to be the case for teen.-

«COLONIAL DURARY TTV. oenosurue HODAW AncaTucen

agers, elderly people, young parents, people with dj sabilities, low-wage workers, Indig-
enous peoples, and people of colour—actual residents of the citycentre, in other words,
rather than the white, able-bodied professionals from the suburbs for whom most of
the downtown is designed. Offering pizza slices, subs, burgers, seafood, fried chicken,
sushi, coffee, and Thai, Vietnamese, Chinese, and Indian dishes, with seating for 200,
the Portage Place food court is practically the only place downtown to purchase hot,
affordable food seven days a week from morning to night. A hundred people or more
can be found at any given time dining, sipping coffee, chatting, checking their phones,
sharing newspapers, or selling small household items, sketches, home remedies, and
other things. The food court is busy every day of the week, for every meal, as lively for
breakfast on Sunday as it is for lunch on Wednesday.
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The atrium and food court are popular sites for political rallies and other community
activities. Since 2012, many Idle No More actions have occurred at Portage Place, and the
regular food court crowd is sprinkled with “NATIVE PR IDE” hats, AIM hoodies, jackets
featuring emblems from various First Nations, and t-shirts promoting Indigenous radio
stations. In addition to the 1dle No More actions, the largest and most common rallies

N VI

Spaces of sustenance. Sports, Hospitality, and Entertainment District, Winnipeg, ca. 2014.

held at Portage Place have been organized inresistance to the mall’s racist, abusive team .

¥ Ce encounter comes at a time when “The strip was :
In Greyeyes’s poem, the Portage Pla b i

dying off / And only those who knew nothingelse / Clungto the bones ”s In Marvin Fran-
cis’s poem “New Crossing,” Portage Place gives rise to complex, hazardous encounters:
“Last nite on that late nite crowded sidewalk I saw this kid get jacked for his stainless steel
colored Walkman,” the poem begins, “right up against the windows of the portage place
bus shack.” “I call this the madhattan bus transfer,” Francis continues:
it. In 2008, mall Mmanagement installed a small white box— dubbed “The Mosquito”—in

there were about six of them, all hood young, all part of this downtown front of the mall to deter young people from spending time there. The Mosquito emits
mall culture, the great economic hope of the last millennium, T know,
let’s build a mall and put a fountain in it, a mall of portages from street

274 to jail to mall to street to long walk home in the hood late at nite.*

a piercing Emr%won:m:nw tone apparently audible only to youth, as adults’ ears are
supposed to have deteriorated sufficiently not to pick up the tone. Metal ribbons jut
from the concrete planters outside the mall, making sitting impossible, and large signs 275




