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The electioneering canvass befove the summoning of the Organizing Assembly,
fever the revolution may be brought about—as the result of an open
slution, or with the aid of a conspiracy—the duty of the party will be to

the party’s purposes; and, especially, to demand the summoning of a
ganizing Assembly. The popular protest may take the form of meietf.v
demonstrations, petitions, leading addresses, refusals to pay taxes, and so forh

2. Destructive and tervoristic activity, Terroristic activity consists in |
destruction of the most harmful persons in the Government, the prot

ansferred the powers of the Provisional Government created by the rev-
on or the conspiracy. During the election canvass the party should oppose,
8 every way, the candidacy of ku/dks of all sorts, and strive to promote the
in all the more prominent and important cases in which such lawlessness w idacy of purely communal people.
violence are manifested. The aim of such activity is to break down the presty
of Governmental power, to furnish contiruous proof of the possibiliy
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carrying on a contest with the Government, to raise in that way the e be Revolutionary Executive Committee
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lution, and, finally, to form a body suited and accustomed to warfare.
3. The organization of secret societies and arvangement of them in conne
groups arvound a single center. The organization of small secret societies wi

Your Majesty:

# Although the Executive Committee understands fully the grievous oppres-
| that you must experience at this moment, it believes that it has no right
the numerous functions of the party and of finishing the political training & % _u?ld to the feeling of natural delicacy which would perhaps dictate the
its members. In order, however, that the work may be carried on harmon : onement of the following explanation to another time. There is something
it is necessary that these small bodies should be grouped about one comm er than the most legitimate human feeling, and that is duty to one’s
center, upon the principle either of complete identification or of federal uni ty—the duty for which a citizen must sacrifice himself and his own
4. The acquirement of ties, and an influential position in the administral ngs, and even the feelings of others. In obedience to this all-powerful duty
in the army, in society, and among the people. The administration and the a s have decided to address you at once, waiting for nothing, as will wait for
are particularly important in connection with a revolution, and serious acten ing the historical process that threatens us with rivers of blood and the
should also be devoted to the people. The principal object of the party t terrible convulsions.
far as the people are concerned, is to prepare them to cooperate wich the The tragedy enacted on the Ekaterinski canal was not a mere casualty, nor
revolution, and to catry on a successful electioneering contest after the reygs 8= 85 it unexpected. After all that had happened in the course of the previous
lution—a contest that shall have for its object the election of purely democratic | de it was absolutely inevitable; and in that fact consists its deep significance
delegates to the Organizing Assembly. The party should enlist acknowled man who has been placed by fate at the head of governmental authority.
partisans among the more prominent classes of the peasantry, and shou | occurrences can be explained as the results of individual malignity, or
prearrange for the active cooperation of the masses at the more impor en of the evil disposition of “gangs,” only by one who is wholly incapable
points and among the more sympathetic portions of the population. In'v nalyzing the life of a nation. For ten whole years—notwithstanding the
of this, every member of the party who is in contact with the people mug nctest prosecution; notwithstanding the sacrifice by the late Emperor’s Gov-
strive to take a position that will enable him to defend the interests of the smment of liberty, the interests of all classes, the interests of industry and
peasants, give them and when they need it, and acquire celebrity among thes mmerce, and even its own dignity, notwithstanding the absolute sacrifice
as an honest man and a man who wishes them well. In this way he mu erything in the attempt to suppress te revolutionary movement—that
keep up the reputation of the party and support its ideas and aims. movement has obstinately extended, attracting to itself the best elements of
5. The organization and consummation of the revolution. In view of @ e country—the most energetic and self-sacrificing people of Russia—and the
oppressed and cowed condition of the people, and of the fact that the Go utionists have carried on, for three years, a desperate partisan warfare
ernment, by means of partial concessions and pacifications, may retard ford th the administration. -
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You are aware, your Majesty, that the Government of Fhe late Emperct
could not be accused of a lack of energy. It hanged Fhe innocent and 5‘4
guilty, and flled prisons and remote provinces .thh exiles. Tens of so-call
“leaders” were captured and hanged, and died with the courage anc} trang g
of martyrs; but the movement did not cease—on thf.i contrary Ltdgrew-d 4
strengthened. The revolutionary movement, your Ma;esty,.)ts not 'epe[’lﬂﬁd .
upon any particular individuals; it is a process of the social organism; -‘
the scaffolds raised for its more energetic exponents are as powerless to safe.
the out-grown order of things as the cross that was ertlzcted for the R.ed‘ee:{mp
was powerless to save the ancient wortld from the mumpij of Chr;stmmbtz'
The Government, of course, may yet capture and hang an immense numl |
of separate individuals, it may break up a great number of separate revoles
tionary groups, it may even destroy the most important (_)f existing revo_lb;'e
tionary organizations; but all this will not change_, in the _shghtest degree{, 1 7
condition of affairs. Revolutionists are the creation of circumstances; 0 .
general discontent of the people; of the striving of Russia afFer‘ a new S0
framework. It is impossible to exterminate the whole people; it is impossib
by means of repression, to stifle its discontent. Discontent _only grows thff ot
when it is repressed. For these reasons the places of slain revolutionists an' :
constantly taken by new individuals, who come forth from among th‘e peopl
in ever-increasing numbers, and who are still more _embmered, still matt
energetic. These persons, in order to carry on the conflict, form an assoctl E
in the light of the experience of their predecessoirs, and_ the r_evoh;nolnaq -
organization thus grows stronger, numerically and in quality, with the aps:
of time. This we actually see from the history of the last ten years. Of what
use was it to destroy the Dolgutshintsi, the Chaikéftsi, and the workers &
18742 Their places were taken by much more resolute democrats. Th;n h V
awful repressive measures of the Government called upon the stage t e e
rorists of 1878-1879. In vain the Government put w0 dfeath the Kovils
the Dubrovins, the Osslaskis, and the Lisohtbs. In vain it de.stroyed tens ¢
revolutionary circles. From among those incomplete organizations, by m,
of natural sclection, arose only stronger forms, until, at last, there has appea :
an Executive Committee with which the Government has not yet been ab
successfully to deal. . :

A dispassionate glance at the grievous decade through which we have | :
passed will enable us to forecast accurately the future progress of the rew
lutionary movement, provided the policy of the Government does not cha
The movement will continue to grow and extend; deeds of a terroristic na
will increase in frequency and intensity, and the revolutionary organizatioh
will constantly set forth, in the places of destroyed groups, stronger and more
perfect forms. Meanwhile the number of the discontented in the country wil

10w larger and larger; confidence in the Government, on the part of the
¢, will decline; and the idea of revolution—of its possibility and inevi-
ty—will establish itself in Russia more and moge firmly. A terrible ex-
,sm'n, a bloody hurly-burly, a revolutionary earthquake throughoyt Russia,
Will complete the destruction of the old order of thihgs. Upon what depends
" ihis terrible prospect? Yes, your Majesty, “terrible” and lamentable! Do not
ke this for a mere phrase. We understand, bectter than any one else can,
oW lamentable is the waste of so much talent and energy, the loss, in bloody
- drmishes and in the work of destruction, of so much strength that, under

people. Whence proceeds this lamentable necessity for bloody conflice? It arises,
Jous Majesty, from the lack in Russia of a real government in the true sense
that word, A government, in the very nature of things, should only give
itward form to the aspirations of the people and effect to the people’s will,
t with us—excuse the expression—the Government has degenerated into a
mere camarilla, and deserves the name of a usurping “‘gang’’ much more than
the Executive Commirtee,
Whatever may be the intentions of the Tsar, the actions of the Government
fave nothing in common with the popular welfare, or popular aspirations,
e Imperial Government subjected the people to serfdom, put the masses
ito the power of the nobility, and is now openly creating the most injurious
s of speculators and jobbers. All of its reforms result merely in a more
. perfect enslavement and a more complete exploitation of the people. Tt has
ught Russia to such a pass that, at the present time, the masses of the
people are in a state of pauperism and ruin; are subjected to the most hu-
iating surveillance, even ar their own domiestic hearths; and are powertless
10 regulate their own communal and social affairs. The protection of the
and of the Government is enjoyed only by the extortionist and the ex-
ter, and the most exasperating robbery goes unpunished. But, on the other
Wnd, what a terrible fate awaits the man who sincerely considers the general
wad! You know very well your Majesty, that it is not only socialists who are
d and prosecuted. Can it be possible that the Government is the guardian
such “order’"? Is it not rather probable that this is the work of a “gang''—
evidence of a complete usurpation?
These are the reasons why the Russian Government exerts no moral influ-
,and has no support among the people. These are the reasons why Russia
gs forth so many revolutionists, These are the reasons why even such a
d as Tsaricide excites in the minds of a majority of the people only gladness
sympathy. Yes, your Majesty! Do not be deceived by the reports of
tets and sycophants—Tsaricide, in Russia. is nornlar




- the Supreme Power, by the representatives of the people, can be valid of
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The canvass and the electiohs shall be absolutely unrestricted, and there-
e the Government, pending the organization of the National Assembly,
authorize, in the form of temporary measures; (a) Complete freedom of
press; (b) Complete freedom of speech; (c) Complete freedom of public
ting; (d) Complete freedom of election program. This is the only way in
ich Russia can return to the path of normal and peaceful development.
We declare solemnly, before the people of our native land and before the
as it firmly resolves to accede to the demands of the people’s conscience world, that our party will submit unconditiqnally to the decisions of a
consciousness, you may, without fear, discharge the spies that disgrace ional. Assembly elected in the manner above indicated, and that we will
administration, send your guards back to their barracks, and burn the scaff Wt allow ourselves, in future, to offer violent fesistance to any Government
that are demoralizing the people. The Executive Committee will volun he National Assembly may sanction,
terminate its own existence, and the organizations formed about it will di And now, your Majesty, decide! Before you are two courses, and you are
perse, in order that their members -may devote themselves to the work | make your choice between them. We can only trust that your intelligence
culture among the people of their native land. onscience may suggest to you the only decision that is compatible with
We address your Majesty as those who have discarded all prejudices, ¢ welfare of Russia, with your own dignity, and with your duty to your
who have suppressed the distrust created by the actions of the Govern) !
throughout a century, We forget that you are the representative of the authori
that has so often deceived and that has so injured the people. We ad
you as a citizen and as an honest man. We hope that the feeling of person
exasperation will not extinguish in your mind your consciousness of
duties and your desire to know the truth. We also might feel exaspera (
You have lost your father, We have lost not only our fathers, but our broth
our wives, our children, and our dearest friends. But we are ready to sup
personal feeling if it be demanded by the welfare of Russia. We expect ¢
same from you.
We set no conditions for you—do not let our proposition irritate you,
conditions that are prerequisite to a change from revolutionary actmtm
peaceful labor are created, not by us, but by history. These conditions, in
opunon are two.
. A general amnesty to cover all past political crimes; for the reason
they were not crimes but fulfillments of civil duty.
2. The summoning of representatives of the whole Russian people to
amine the existing framework of social and governmental life, and to remodd
it in accordance with the people’s wishes.
We regard it as necessary, however, to remind you that the legahzanog

From such a state of affairs there can be only two exits: either a revol
absolutely inevitdble and not to be averted by any punishments, or a volur
turning of the Supreme Power to the people. In the interest of our
land, in the hope of preventing the useless waste of energy, in the ho
averting the terrible miseries that always accompany revolution, the Exe
Committee approaches your Majesty with the advice to take the second cous
Be assured, so soon as the Supreme Power ceases to rule arbitrarily, s

The Executive Committee
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The Russo—Turkish Treaty
of San Stefano,
March 3, 1878

After 1856 the prime objective of Russian foreign policy in Europe was
o undo the humiliation of the Treaty of Paris. Until 1877 the Russians
relied on diplomacy to perform that task., Because the resules were not
very successful, early in 1877, after careful preparation (military and
diplomatic), the Russians resorted to military measures. Turkish unpre-
 paredness and poor leadership enabled Russian armies ro roll victoriously

in case the elections are perfectly free. For this reason such elections must
held under the following conditions.
1. Delegates are to be sent from all classes, without distinction,
number are to be proportionate to the number of inhabitants.
2. There shall be no limitations, either for voters or delegates.

Edward Herwslet, The Map of Europe by Treaty . . . , (London: Burterworth, Harrison
05, 1875), IV, pp. 2672-2693. To facilitate reading and recognition the spelling of
‘names has been modernized. Thus, Servia has been rendered throughout as Serbia
a and Baroum as Rumania and Barum; and Mussulmans as Moslems. Modern
ical spellings have been placed in parentheses wherever they differ from the original.



