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because of the shortage of Russian workmen. I find no objection to this and
so give my permission on this condition: that every man be compensated for
his work with decent pay, and that each be treated not only in a mann
which human beings deserve, but in a manner which will also carry out the
wish and intent of the wise and humane Autocrat. By treating them justly
and giving them honest pay for their labor, you will not only provide the ‘
Company with help needed in the business, but you will also use this as a
means of making them contented subjects of Russia under the wise admin-
istration of our great Empress, and will inspire in them the desire to become
subjects of the Russian scepter.

7. Whenever a special expedition is sent to a place you have discovered,
when vessels carrying our promyshlenniks go there, you should instruct them
to try diligently to find new places, places not previously discovered. Thus
not only may they claim the discovery of these new areas and thereby gain
better trade opportunities for themselves, but also their efforts may be rec-
ognized by the Crown with praise and respect. This will also eliminate the
constant complaints from one company or another, and the abuse of native
inhabitants. Further, it will eliminate the need to search for transgressors,
which is required by law, if companies do not remain in one place.

8. Send a detailed description of all vegetation in areas your comipany
visits. If you are in a forested .area, identify the trees, state whether there aig
betries, whether there are fruir trees. Describe the animals and birds that live
in that climate. Also describe the quality of the soil and state whether or not
it may be possible to develop agriculture there.

[Signed] Ivan lakobii

" The Assassination of Paul

)3 x

Czartoryski’s Account
of the Events
Surrounding the Assassination
of Paul, 1801

One of the most tragic rules of eighteenth-century Russia was Tsar Paul
(1796-1801). Though he was her first son, Catherine 1T never showed
any love for him, viewed him as hopelessly incapable, and even allowed
her numerous favorites to insult him, Paul resented this treatment and
blamed Catherine for the death of Peter ITI. The antipathy between
mother and son became so intense that when Paul ascended the throne
in 1796 he sought to undo most of Catherine’s work. He dismissed
many of her favorites and rehabilitated her enemies, including Radish-

~ chev, He introduced a strict new law on imperial succession and even
- sought to improve the condition of the serfs. By these actions Paul, who

was inexperienced in the art of government, alienated important groups

“and caused a great deal of confusion, irritation, and uncertainty. Early in

1801 a conspiracy developed against him, It was masterminded by Count

Nikita P. Panin, a vice chancellor; Joseph Ribas, a Spanish soldier of

fortune and an admiral in the Russian navy; and Count Peter Pahlen,
military governor of St. Petersburg. Paul was murdered and was succeeded
by his son, Alexander I (1801-1825), who had been Catherine's choice
in the first place.

153

Then he [Alexander I} spoke to me of his father’s death with inexpressible
grief and remorse. We often returned to this subject, and Alexander gave me
full details of it, which I shall repeat below, together with information com-
‘municated to me by other actors in the tragedy. . . .
Alexander told me that the first man who spoke to him about the plans
~ of the conspirators was Count Panin, and he never forgave him. This personage
seemed destined more than anyone else to play an important part in the affairs

From Memoirs of Prince Adam Czartoryski and His Correspondence with Alexander I, Edited
Adam Gielgud (London: Remington and Co., 1888), vol. 1, pp. 227-248, 251-255.
Prince Adam Czartoryski (1770-1861) was for a number of years one of Alexander's closest
ociates.
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of the Empire, and he had all that was wanted for such an undertakin - ffered much under the almost mapifical Govermr'lent of Paul, and t_her.e ljlrfé
celebrated name, uncommon talents, and much ambition. . . . As will be s eans in that country of PESERAIGING O conﬁd{ng.fa I}Illad Sogereigfﬁe’cti(‘)ln
further on, Panin was one of the chief leaders of the conspiracy which bro Mexander felt and exaggerate.d in his own _mmd RIR et he. sornlfrt? rz it
about Paul's death, though he did not actually take part in it, . . ) ¥ the crime committed on hi? father, Wh_ld? hod salles: i . Lmsleh, anh Vi as
The two Counts Panin and Pahlen were at that time the strongest hea ought he could NEVEL Wipe out, This meffaceable SR B INeNES T WC;

of the Empire. They saw further and more clearly than the other memb sought abouc solely by his i s and his tOt_al aind innodent 1g}?0ran i
of Paul's Council, to which Both of them belonged; and they agreed to inita # Russian affairs and the Russian people, settled like a vultfms W e cond
Alexander into their plans, It would not have been prudent to attempt anyt ence, paralyzed his bes'c' facultles R the commencement of s feigh, I?nat
without being assured of the consent of the heir to the crown. Devorted fanat ged him into a mysticism sometimes degenerating into superstitio

or enthusiasts might no doubt have acted otherwise. By not implicating thés
son in the dethronement of his facher, by exposing themselves to a certa
death, they would have better served both Russia and the prince who w
be called upon to govern her; but such a course would have been alme
impracticable, and it would have demanded an audacity and antique virtue
which in these days very few men possess. Pahlen, as Governor of St -Pe,f‘
tersburg, had easy means of access to the Grand-Duke, and obtained from
him a secret audience for Panin; their first interview took place in a ba ) o ‘< reion b = mle of toror.
Panin represented to Alexander the evils from which Russia was suffering and SIS the Emperor had fits of mental alienation. His reign became

would continue to suffer if Paul continued to reign. He said that Alexanders
most sacred duty was to his country, and that he must not sacrifice milliong
of people to the extravagant caprices and follies of a single man, even if tt
man was his father; that the life, or at least the liberty, of his mother, of
himself, and of the whole of the Imperial family was threatened by Paul
inconceivable aversion for his wife, from whom he was entirely separated;
that this aversion increased from day to day, and might prompt him to t !
most outrageous acts; and that it was therefore necessary to save Russia, whose f bt _ . _ ; i el o s
fate was in Alexander’s hands, by deposing Paul, which would be the only "8 Gommic grave rmstz-tkes, bring ('evﬂs R his country, cause Gl Bor
means of preventing him from inflicting greater calamities on his country and 8 er to decline, without expasing h1m5§1f e (.ileath % & prnis mer; s
his family, and securing to him a quieter and more happy life. This spee&f sdeeds. But when the sovereign .authonty‘ weighs at everty morrfn ° of
produced a great impression on Alexander bur it did not convince him, ividual in the State, and. connm_lally dis.turbs like a everh t he peace :
required more than six months to enable his tempters to obtain his conse familics in the ordinary relations of life, passions are excited which are muc
to their plans. Pahlen had at first left all the speaking to Panin, who was
adept at specious arguments; but when the latter was sent to Moscow, Pahle Rty . ;
completed the work of his colleague by hints and allusions, intelligible only $& Paul’s assassination. I utterly disbelieve the story that English money con
to Alexander himself, which were so skilfully introduced with a military «
frankness which he made almost as effective as eloquence, that Alexander’
became more and more persuaded that the aims of the conspiracy were jus

At the same time it must be admitted that the Emperor Paul was precip-
ing his country into incalculable disasters and into a complete disorgani-

ently, without troubling himself about the consequences, like a rnan'who‘
| ets without reflection according to the impulse of the moment. The hxg_her
'ames, the principal officials, the generals and other officers of rank—all, in a

mage; but his feeling of justice was blind, and struck at all without discr.im:—
nation of citcumstances; always passionate, often capricious and cruel, his
 decrees were constantly suspended over the heads of the milit'firy .and c1_v11
officers, and made them detest the man who thus filled their. lives Wxth
"ﬁm:értainty and terror. The conspiracy had the sympathy of all, for it promised

‘to put an end to a regime which had become intolerable. A sovereign may
-

- woally unnecessary. The deposition, if not the murder, of Paul had become
inevitable in the natural course of events. Even before my departure from St.
Petersburg it was the fashion among the young men of the COl.H.t.tO ralk
freely on this subject, to make satirical epigrams on Paul's eccentricities, and

It was a thousand pities that a prince so anxious and so well qualified o
be a benefactor to his country did not hold entitely aloof from a conspiracy
which resulted almost inevitably in his father’s assassination. Russia certainl
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- Arakicheyeff and Rostopchin. The former lived at twenty-four hours’
g from St. Petersburg and might come at any moment. Doubtless he
Rostopchin would endeavour to moderate the Emperor’s excesses, but
influence would probably not be sufficient to put a stop to the severities
shed to exercise with regard to several members of the Imperial family.
evident that any further delay or vacillation would be most dangerous,
might be the cause of incalculable calamities; and the conspirators ac-
dingly decided to strike the blow on the 3rd of March, 18o1.

that evening Plato Zuboff gave a grand supper, to which were invited
the Generals and other officers of rank who were supposed to dpprove of
objects of the conspiracy. These were only now clearly explained to them,
e only way to secure the enterprise against accidents was for two or three
ders to prepare it, and not to announce it to the others who were to take
in it until the moment for its execution should arrive.

uboff represented to his guests the deplorable condition in which Russia
s placed by the insanity of her sovereign, the dangers to which both the
te and each individual citizen were exposed, and the probability that new

aversion to his rule was shown, often without any attempt at conce
on every possible occasion; it was a State secret which was confided
and which no one betrayed, though the people lived under the most redo
and the most suspicious of sovereigns, who encouraged espionage, and sp
no means of obtaining exact J'nformation not only of the actions but'of‘

Paul showed itself more strongly the nearer one approached the Cou:t
the capital, but it did not really become active until almost at the mom
of its execution, Notwithstanding the extreme favour with which the
spiracy was regarded in the most distinguished society of the Empire, it could™
not have attained its objects, and would probably have been discovered
the appointment of Governor-General of St. Petersburg, which placed ath
disposal the garrison and the police, had not been in the hands of the chi
promoter of the enterprise. :
One day the Emperor said, with a scrutinizing glance at Pahlen: “I he
A conspiracy is being formed against me.” “Such a thing is impossible, Site, :
replied the General with his frank and good-natured smile, ‘it cannot 4ad more outrageous excesses might at any moment be expected. He pomtf:d
formed unless I belong to it."”” This reassured Paul, though it is said that 'h that the insane act of a rupture with England was contrary to the essential
suspicions were aroused by anonymous letters, and that on the eve of hic ';gmgsts of the Russian nation, dried up the sgurces of its wealth, and exposed
death he had sent for General Araktcheyeff to give him the place of Gover (tht Baltic ports, and the capital itself, to the gravest disasters; and that none
General of St. Petersburg, after dismissing Pahlen. If Araktcheyeff had co of those whom he addressed could be sure of their fate on the MOIroW. .He
i time, St. Petersburg would have been the scene of many tragic events 1 ged on the virtues of the Grand-Duke Alexander, and on the brilliant
was a man inbued with a strong sentiment of order and with an energy whid destinies of Russia under the sceptre of a young Prince of such promise, whom
sometimes grew into ferocity. His return would probably have been follow :u Empress Catherine, of glorious memory, had regarded as her successor,
by that of Count Rostopchin, and Paul might then have been saved. . . o A had intended, if she had not been prevented by her death, to place on
Although everybody sympathised with the conspiracy, nothing was don -~ the throne. He concluded by declaring that Alexander, rendered desperate by
until Alexander had given his consent to his father’s deposition. The men! - the misfortunes of his country, had decided to save it; and that all thac was
who undertook to carry out the plan were Pahlen and the two Zuboffs, whom now necessary was to depose the Emperor Paul, to oblige him to sign a deed
Paul had recalled from exile and loaded with favours, thinking he had nothin of abdication, and, by proclaiming Alexander Emperor, to prevent his father
to fear from them now he was in his new castle. Their first step was to induce @ from ruining both himself and his Empire. Pahlen and both the Zuboffs
a number of Generals and other officers of rank who were their friends repeated to the assembled guests the assurance that the Grand-Duke Ale_xander
come under various pretexts to St. Petersburg, and this was rendered mote. proved of their plan. They were careful not to say how much time it took
easy by the fact that Paul himself had invited many high functionaries and' them to persuade him, and with what extreme difficulty and with how i
Generals to be present at the fétes he was about to give on the marriage ~ restrictions and modifications his consent was finally obtained. The last point
one of his daughters. Pahlen and the Zuboffs took steps to enlist the servic " was left vague, and everyone probably explained it after his own fashion.
of some of the more eminent of the Generals, without stating positively what When the company had been made to understand that Alexander’s consent
they intended to do. But it was necessary to act at once, for the slighte had been given there was no further hesitation. Meanwhile champagne was
imprudence or revelation might place the Emperor in possession of théir secter, drunk freely and there was general excitement. Pahlen, who had gone away
and he was already so suspicious that he might at any moment take some § . for 2 short time on business connected with his functions as Governor-General,
step which would be their ruin. It was not known whether he had already |§ @me back from the Court and announced that the Emperor did not seem to
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was this Hanoverian that decided the Emperor’s fate; he was one of
who had only that evening been informed of the conspiracy. He placed
self ar the head of the band, and those who had most courage, or most
‘for Paul, were the first to follow him. They entered the Emperor’s
*."'m, went straight to his bed, and were much alarmed at not finding
ere. They searched the room with a light, and at last discovered the
nate Paul hiding behind the folds of the curtain. They dragged him
in his shirt more dead than alive; the terror he had inspired was now
‘to him with usury. Fear had paralyzed his senses and had deprived
of speech; his whole body shivered. He was placed on a chair before a
The long, thin, pale, and angular form of General Bennigsen, with his
't on his head and a drawn sword in his hand, must have seemed to him
rrible spectre, ““Sire,” said the General, “'you are my prisoner, and have
teased 0 reign; you will now at once write and sign a deed of abdication in
wolir of the Grand-Duke Alexander.” Paul was still unable to speak, and
n was put in his hand. Trembling and almost unconscious, he was about
bey when more cries were heard. General Bennigsen then left the room,
e has often assured me, to ascertain what these cries meant, and to take
s for securing the safety of the palace and of the Imperial family, He had
st gone out the door when a terrible scene began. The unfortunate Paul
ed alone with men who were maddened by a furious hatred of him,
g to the numerous acts of persecution and injustice they had suffered at
s hands, and it appears that several of them had decided to assassinate him,
pechaps without the knowledge of the leaders or at least without their forrr}al
in the struggle which ensued, and rendered incapable of further resistan “wnsent. The catastrophe, which in such a case was, in a country like Rusga,
His cries waked the Emperor, who got out of bed and ran to a door whi smost inevitable, was doubtless hastened by the cries above referred to, which
communicated with the Empress’s apartments and was hidden by a largg # alarmed the conspirators for their own safety. Count Nicholas Zuboff, a man
curtain. Unfortunately, in one of his fits of dislike for his wife, he had order ‘herculean proportions, was said to be the first that placed his hand on his
the door to be locked; and the key was not in the lock, either because Pa vereign, and thereby broke the spell of imperial authority which still sur-
had ordered it to be taken away or because his favourites, who were oppo unded him. The others now saw in Paul nothing but a monster, a tyrant,
to the Empress, had done so, fearing lest he should some day have a fan ) implacable enemy—and his abject submission, instead of dLsaL:mmg them,
to return to her, Meanwhile the conspirators were confused and rerrified lered him despicable and ridiculous as well as odious in their eyes.
the cries of Paul’s faithful defender, the only one he had at a moment ~ One of the conspirators took off his official scarf and tied it round the
supreme danger when he believed in his omnipotence more than ever ar ﬁmperors throat. Paul struggled, the approach of death restoring him to
was surrounded by a triple line of walls and guards. Zuboff, the chief of ¢ trength and speech. He set free one of his hands and thrust it between the
band, lost heart and proposed to retire at once, but General Bennigsen (fio N f and his throat, crying out for air. Just then he perceived a red un}for.ln,
whom I obtained some of these details) seized him by the arm and Pprotest vhich was at that time worn by the officers of the cavalry guard, and thinking
against such a dangerous step. “What?” he said, “You have brought us t one of the assassins was his son Constantine, who was a colonel of that
far, and now you want to withdraw? We ate too far advanced to follow ya hgment he exclaimed: “Mercy, your Highness, mercy! Some air, for God's
advice, which would ruin us all. The wine is drawn, it must be clrunk "' But the conspirators seized the hand with which he was striving to
us match on.’ “prolong his life, and furiously tugged at both ends of the scarf. The unhappy

suspect anything, and had said goodnight to the Empress and the G
Dukes as usual. Those who had been at supper in the palace afterwards s
they recollected that Alexander, when he took leave of his father, did s
change countenance or show that he was conscious of the scene which
preparing. Probably they did not look at him, for he has often told me he
agitated he was, and certainly the risks he ran not only for himself, but |
his mother, his family, and many others were enough to make him sad
anxious. The Grand-Dukes were always obliged to maintain an attitude
strict reserve before their father, and this constant habit of concealing th
emotions and thoughts may explain why at this grave and suptreme moma
no one perceived in Alexander’s countenance what was passing in his
At the Zuboffs' house the guests had become so convivial that time wes
fast. At midnight the conspirators set out for the Emperor’s palace. The lead
had drunk but moderately, wishing to keep their heads clear, but the major
of those who followed them were more or less intoxicated; some could hard
even keep their legs. They were divided into two bands, cach composed
some sixty generals dnd other officers. The two Zuboffs and General Benn
were at the head of the first band, which was to go to the palace direct;
second was to enter through the garden, and was under the command
Pahlen. The aide-de-camp in waiting, who knew all the doors and passag
of the palace, as he was daily on duty there, guided the first band with
dark Jantern to the entrance of the Emperor’s dressing-room, which adjoin
his bedroom. A young valet who was on duty stopped the conspirators an
cried out that rebels were coming to murder the Emperor. He was wounda
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fttalions of the first regiment of the Guard which was under his command.
s sssembled the men after leaving Zuboff’s supper, and began to tell them
heir fatigues were about to cease, and that they would now have an
ent and kind sovereign who would not impose upon them the rigorous
ies they had hitherto had to perform. He soon perceived, however, that
words were not listened to with favour; the soldiers preserved a gloomy
lence, their faces had a sombre expression, and some murmurs were heard.
he General cut shore his speech, uttered in a sharp tone of command the
ds ‘' Right wheel—march,” and the battalion, which had now again become

Emperor had already breathed his last, and yet they tightened the knot
dragged along the dead body, striking it with their hands and feet, |
cowards who until then had held aloof surpassed in atrocity those who ha
done the deed. Just at that time General Bennigsen returned. I do not kngi®
whether he was sincerely grieved at what had happened in his absence
he did was to stop the further desecration of the Emperor’s body.
Meanwhile the cty “Paul is dead!" was heard by the other conspirator
and filled them with a joy that deprived them of all sentiment of deceng
and dignity. They wandered tumultuously about the corridors and rooms gl »
the palace, boasting to each other of their prowess; many of them found m | machine, marched to the palace, all the outlets from which it occupied.
of adding to the intoxication of the supper by breaking into the wine cella ~ Count Valerian Zuboff, having lost a leg in the Polish War, could not
and drinking to the Emperor’s death. * belong to either of the bands of the conspirators. He entered the palace soon
Pahlen, who seems to have lost his way in the garden, came to the pala * alter the death of the Emperor became known, and then went to the guard-
with his band immediately after the deed had been consummated. It is said "
that he had delayed his arrival on purpose, so as to be able to profess ro have
come to the Emperor’s assistance in case his colleagues should have failed, B
this as it may, he was extremely active directly he arrived, giving the necess
orders during the rest of the night, and omitting nothing which could g

“Lnew and a young Emperor; but this compliment was ill received, and he
was obliged to leave the room hastily to avoid disagreeable manifestations.
Al this shows how easy it would have been for Paul to crush the conspirators
£ he had been able to escape them for a moment and to show himself to the

him a cJaim to reward as the prime mover and commander of the enterprise, guards in the courtyard. It also shows how illusory and impra_cticable was
It will be seen from the above narrative how easy it would have been for @« Alexander’s plan of keeping his father in confinement. If Paul’s life had been
the undertaking to have been foiled by an accident, notwithstanding * sved, blood would have flowed on the scaffold, Siberia would have beeln
precautions which had been taken to ensure its success. The conspiracy ha ‘ctowded with exiles, and his vengeance would probably have extended to his
the sympathies of the higher classes and most of the officers; but not of the
lower ranks of the army. The persons who suffered from Paul's insane fits
rage and severity were usually the higher military and civil officials; his capric
very seldom affected men of the lower ranks, who, moreover, were continuall
receiving extra pay and rations of bread, wine, and brandy when they we
on drill or on a parade. The punishments to which the officers were expos
did not therefore produce any unpleasant impression on the common soldie
on the contrary, they were a sort of satisfaction to him for the blows and i
treatment he constantly had to endure. Moreover, his pride was flattered
the great improtance attached to his calling, for to Paul nothing could be
more important than a foot raised too soon on the march, or a coat badly
buttoned on parade. It amused and pleased the soldiers to see their Empetor
dispensing endless punishments and severities among the officers while |
took every opportunity to afford to the men ample compensation for the work
and trouble that was requited of them. The soldiers of the Guard, many of
whom were married, lived with their families almost in opulence, and both
they and those of the other regiments were satisfied with and attached to the |
Emperor. General Talyzin, one of the principal conspirators, who was very
popular among the soldiers, had undertaken to bring to the palace one of the -

‘Alexa.nder knew that his father would in a few hours be called upon to abdicate,
d without undressing he threw himself on his bed full of anxiety and doubt.
‘About one o’clock he heard a knock at his door, and saw Count Nicholas
Zuboff, his dress in disorder, and his face flushed with wine and the excitement
of the murder which had just been committed. He came up to Alexander,
" who was sitting on his bed, and said in a hoarse voice: “All is over.” “What
cover?” asked Alexander in consternation. He was somewhat dead, and
pethaps he feared to misunderstand what was being said to him, while Zuboff
i his side feared to state exactly what had been done. This somewhat pro-
Jonged the conversation; Alexander had not the least idea that his father was
tlead, and did not therefore admit the possibility of such a thing. At length’
e perceived that Zuboff, without cleatly explaining himself, repeatedly ad-
dressed him as “‘Sire”” and ‘“Your Majesty,”” while Alexander thought he was
‘merely Regent. This led to further questioning, and he then learnt the truth.

Alexander was prostrated with grief and despair. This was not surprising, for
even ambitious men cannot commit a crime or believe themselves the cause
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of one without repulsion, while Alexander was not at all ambitious. The ish between degrees of guilt; every member of the society of St.
of having caused the death of his father filled him with horror, and he sessburg was more or less an accomplice in the fatal deed, for those who
that his reputation had received a stain which could never be effaced. As s Paul o be deposed must have known that his deposition, if resisted,
he have involved his death. If the assassins alone had been brought to
they would certainly have accused the other conspirators and have referred
Jexander's consent in justification of their action, though the crime had
- ommitted against his express wish. Moreover, he did not for many
know who they were, as all the conspirators were interested in keeping
secret. The assassins all perished miserably, including Count Nicholas
off, who, not daring to show himself at Court, died in retirement, con-
ed by illness, by remorse, and by disappointed ambition. . . .
" The views of the Zuboffs as to the conspiracy were communicated to me
| Count Valerian Zuboffs a few days after my return to St. Petersburg. He
mplained that the Emperor did not declare himself for his true friends, who
placed him on the throne and had not feared any danger they had incurred
service. The Empress Catherine had acted otherwise; she had always
upported those who had helped her, and had not hesitated to maintain them
ower. By chis wise and sagacious conduct, said Zuboff, she had been able
ays to reckon on their devotion. No one hesitated to make a sacrifice for
I never heard any details of the first interview between the Empress ¢ as such sacrifices were always rewarded; but Alexander was exposing
het son after Paul’s assassination. Subsequently they came to an understand mself by his vacillating conduct to the most serious consequences, and was
with each other; but during the first terrible moments Alexander was * discouraging his best friends. Zuboff added that the Empress Catherine had
absorbed by his remorse that he seemed incapable of saying a word of think y essly enjoined him and his brother to look upon Alexander as their only
of anybody. His mother, on the other hand, was in a passion of grief “Lsitimate sovereign, and to serve him alone with unshaken zeal and fidelity.
animosity; the only member of the Imperial family that retained her prese ] hey had done, and what was their reward? He said this to exculpate
of mind was the young Empress. She did her utmost to console Alexan tother and himself in the eyes of the young Emperor with regard to the
and give him courage and self-reliance. She did not leave him during sination of his father, and to prove to him that their conduct was the
whole of the night, except when she went for a few moments to calm sary result of the engagements Catherine had demanded of them as to
mother-in-law and persuade her to stop in her room and not expose hets ! her grandson. But they did not know that Alexander, and even his brother
to the fury of the conspirators. While in this night of trouble and horror so nstantine, by no means regarded their grandmother’s memory with ven-
were intoxicated with triumph and others plunged in grief and despait, tion ot attachment. During this conversation, which lasted more than an
Empress Elizabeth alone exercised a mediatory influence between her husban hour, 1 several times interrupted the Count to explain the young Emperor's
her mother-in-law, and the conspirators. : duct, It was evident that the Zuboffs wished me to comnunicate their
During the first years of his reign, Alexander'’s position with regard to hi yiews to the Emperor, and though I did not promise, I considered it my duty
father's murderers was an extremely difficult and painful one. For a few monthi do so. Their statements produced but little impression on Alexander, but
he believed himself to be at their mercy, but it was chiefly his conscience and $#0 they showed that the conspirators were still very proud of their achievement,
a feeling of natural equity which prevented him from giving up to justice the 2 ind that they felt convinced they had done a great service to Russia, had a
most guilty of the conspirators. He knew that there was a general sympathy fight to Alexander’s gratitude and confidence, and were necessary to the se-
for the objects of the conspiracy, and that those who had personally ta fs ity and prosperity of the new reign. They even hinted thart their discontent
part in their realization had only decided to do so when they were assu : might be dangerous to him. Alexander, however, was deaf both to their
of his consent. It would have been difficult under these circumstances t . arguments and their threats. He could not look with favor on his father’s

out of her apartmerits with cries of despair and rage. Perceiving some
adiers, she said to them repeatedly: “As your Emperor has died a vici
treason, I am your Empress, I alone am your legitimate sovereign; follow.
and protect me.” General Bennigsen and Count Pahlen, who had just brought
a detachment of men whom they could trust to the palace to restore o
strove to calm her and forced her with difficulty to return to her room. §
had scarcely entered it, however, than she wished to go out again, althou
guards had been placed at her door. At first she seemed determined at,
tisks to seize the reins of government and avenge her husband’s murder
though she was generally respected, she was not capable of inspiring t
teelings of enthusiastic devotion which cause men to act impulsively &
without weighing the consequences. Her appeals to the soldiers (which wi
perhaps rendered somewhat ridiculous by her German accent) produced
effect, and she retired in confusion, vexed at having uselessly disclosed
ambitious views,




164 Imperial R zin's Thoughts on Patriotism and Book Publishing in Russia 165
murderers, or give himself up into their hands. Moreover, he had al
dismissed Pahlen, who was perhaps the only one of the conspirators who
his ability, his connections, his boldness, and his ambition, could inspire se
fear or become really dangerous. Alexander also dismissed other leaders o
conspiracy who were not dangerous, but the sight of whom was odious @
disagreeable to him. The only leader who remained at St. Petersburg s
Count Valerian Zuboff, who was a member of the Imperial Council, |
amiability and frankness pleased Alexander and inspired him with confid
and this feeling was confirmed by the attachment which the Count professal
(I think sincerely) to have for the Emperor personally, and also by his indolen
his unwillingness to take appointments to which onerous duries were attache
and especially by his amours, which occupied nearly the whole of his t
The punishment of Pahlen and the other leaders of the conspiracy w
most painful that could have been inflicted on them, and Alexander punished
himself with more severity than the others. His grief and the remorse whih
he was continually reviving in his heart were inexpressibly deep and touc
In the midst of the pomp and the festivals of the coronation, the y
Emperor was reminded of the similar ceremonies which had been pas
through by his father, and he saw in imagination Paul's mutilated and b
stained body on the steps of the throne which he was now himself to as
This brilliant display of supreme power, instead of rousing his ambitio
flattering his vanity, increased his mental tortures, and he was never, I ¢
more unhappy. He remained alone for hours, sitting in silence with fixed a
haggard looks. :
‘With me, as the confidant of his secret thoughts and troubles, he was ma
at his ease, and I sometimes entered his room when he had been too lo
under the painful influence of these fits of despair and remorse. I tried.
recall him to his duties; he acknowledged that a painful task was before hi
but the severity of his condemnation of his own conduct deprived him o
energy. He replied to all my exhortations and words of encouragement
hope: "No, it is impossible, there is no remedy. I must suffer. How cn
cease to suffer? This cannot change.” y
Those who approached him often feared that his mind would be affect
and as I was then the only person who could speak to him freely I w
constantly urged to do so. I think I was of some use in preventing Alexander
from succumbing under the weight of the terrible thought that pursued hi
Some years later, the great events in which he took a leading and glorio
part gave him some consolation and for a time, perhaps, absorbed all ¢
faculties; but I am certain that towards the end of his life it was the same:
terrible thought that so depressed him, filling him with a disgust of life zn
a piety which was perhaps exaggerated, but which is the sole possible at

| support in the most poignant grief. When we returned to this sad topic,
wander often repeated to me the details of the plan he had forrned.to
h his father in the Palace of St. Michael and afterwards to enable him
uch as possible to reside in the Impeial Palaces in the country. “The
of St. Michael,”” he said, ‘‘was his favourite residence, aqd he would
been happy there. He would have had the whole of t'he winter garden
alk and ride in.”" Alexander intended to attach a riding school ancll a
atre to the palace, so as to bring together within its precincts evel’lythmg
¢ could have amused the Emperor Paul and made his life happy. He ;uf;ig.ed
father by himself. There was always in his noble character a femmfne
ent, with its strength and weakness. He often used to rnak.e plans which
| not be realised, and on this idealistic foundation he raised cgmplete
res which he made as perfect as possible. Nothing was more imprac-
able—especially in Russia—than the romantic means vxf}uch Al‘exander had
ed of rendering his father happy, while depriving him of his crown and
e possibility of tormenting and ruining the country. Alexanderl was not
‘young and inexperienced; he had almost the blind aqd cogﬁdmg inex-
ence of childhood, and this characteristic remained with him for some
until it was destroyed by the realities of life. o

ve not concealed anything in regard to the catastrqphe which inau-
ted his reign, for this was the best way of doing him just1.ce. Tl'lf: complete
without any restriction, exculpates him up to a certain point ftpm an
accusation, and explains how he was led into an action whmh' he
¢d and why he seemed not to have punished the assassins with sufhcient
[ have shown how inexperienced and unambitious he was, and what
he plausible and even honourable motives by which he. was actuated.
may pity Alexander, but we must hesitate to condemn him.

x 04 x

Karamzin’s Thoughts on Patriotism and
Book Publishing in Russia
Nikolai M. Karamzin (1766-1826) is known primarily as a leading

conservative nineteenth century Russian historian. He gained this rep-
utation thanks to publication (between 1816 and 1829) of his monu-

Source: 1, V. Malysher, ed. N. I. Novikov i ego soveremenniki, Izbrannye sochinenniia (Moscow:
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given food will satisfy our need, so [the reader’s] moral taste will reveal &
true relationship between the subject and his mind. However, this minc
gradually lift iwself up, and whoever starts with The Unfortunate Noblen
often reaches [/Sir Charles] Grandison [by Samuel Richardson}.

All pleasant reading exerts an influence on the intellect. Without
heart cannot feel and the imagination cannot function. Even the poorest no:
contain some logic and rhetoric. Whoever reads them will be a more elog
and more coherent speaker than the complete ignoramus who has never op
a book in his life. Moreover, contemporary novels are rich in all sor
knowledge. When an author has decided to write three or four volumes
uses every means to fill them, including all branches of science. He
describe, for instance, an American island, using Busching; or he may ex
the nature of the island’s flora, varifying it with [the work by] Bomar,
result the reader learns about geography and natural history. I am cony
that in some German novel the [recently discovered} planet Piazzi will
be described more thoroughly than in the Petersburgskie Vedomosti.

They are mistaken who think that novels can be harmful to the
because usually they either glorify virtue or stress a mortal point. It is
that some characters of novels are both attractive and depraved. But, prec
how are they attractive? By some good traits with which the authot has pai
over their bleakness. As a result the good triumphs in the evil itself.
moral nature is such that the heart will never accept the positive portra
villains, They can never be transformed into our favorites. What novels
the people prefer? Usually the sentimental ones. Readers always shed
from love of the good and they nourish it. No, no. Bad people never
novels. Their mean soul prevents them from accepting the gentle feeling
love, and it does not concern itself with the fate of tenderness. Can a
cheater or an egoist find himself as the loving hero of a novel? What in
does he take in others? It is indisputable that novels turn the heart
imagination . . . remantic. There is no harm in it. Indeed, for us, inhabita
of the cold and iron north, it is quite beneficial! There is not doubt that.
cause of the evil in the world, about which we hear complaints everywh
are not the romantic hearts, but the rongh and cold-blooded {reality]
acts as its opposite! The romantic heart brings upon itself more grief ¢
harm to others; at the same time it loves its grief and would not excha
it for the pleasure of the egoists.

In short, it is good that our public reads novels.

" One of the most outstanding features of the early reign of Alexander 1
as his struggle with Napoleon. Alexander entered the conflict in the
~ spring of 1805, when he joined England, Austria, and Sweden to form

. the Third Coalition against France. The Coalition performed very badly
from its inception, and late that year the Austro-Russian forces suffered
great disaster at Austerlitz that induced Austria to withdraw from the
' Coalition. Early in 1806 Prussia replaced Austria after the lacter’s untimely
exit, The new combination also experienced a number of disasters cul-
“minating in the battle at Friedland, June 14, 1807, where the Russians
suffered a decisive defeat. On June 22, 1807, Napoleon and Alexander
igned an armistice, and three days later both Emperors met near Tilsit,
on a rafe in the middle of the Nieman River, to negotiate peace. On
July 7, 1807, these negotiations produced several agreements that pro-
- vided a number of advantages to both Empires.

T/Je Franco-Russian Treaty of Peace and Friendship,
July 7, 1807

_ Article 1

om the day of exchanging ratifications of the present treaty, peace and
yenuine friendship shall prevail between His Majesty the Emperor of All
sia, and His Majesty the Emperor of France and King of Iealy.

Article 2
oth parties shall immediately cease all hostilities at all points by sea and
and, as soon as the news of the signing of the present treaty shall be officially
ved.
The High Contracting Parties shall promptly dispatch [this news] through
eclal coutiers to their respective generals and commanders.

USSR. Ministersevo Inostrannykh Del. Vaeshriaia politika Rossii XIX i nachala XX
a (Foreign Policy of Russia in the roth and eardly 20th Century) (Moscow: 1963), III,
646, Russian and French texts. Translation mine.



~ Those provinces which on January 1, 1772, formed a part of the form

176 Imperial § Franco-Russian Avrangements at Tilsit 77

| guarantee freedom and privileges of the peoples of this Duchy and which
be consistent with the security of neighboring states.

Article 3 :
All ships of war and other vessels belonging to the High Contracting Pa
or their subjects, which may have been seized after the signing of this tre
shall be returned [to their rightful owners] and in case these vessels weres
the sale price shall be returned.

Article 6

City of Danzig with a territory of two miles around it shall be restored
“ 10 its [former} independence under the protection of His Majesty the King
Prussia and His Majesty the King of Saxony and shall be governed by
laws with which it was governed at the time of its independence.

Article 4
Out of esteem for His Majesty the Emperor of all Russia and to provide
with proof of His sincere desire to unite both nations in a tie of immut
confidence and friendship, His Majesty Emperor Napoleon wishes to res
to His Majesty the King of Prussia, an ally of His Majesty the Empero
All Russia, all conquered countries, towns, and territories, namely:

A portion of the Duchy of Magdeburg, located on the right bank cf tf
Elbe River;

The Mark of Prignitz, the Uker Mark, the Middle and the New Mat
Brandenburg, except for the District of Kotbus, in Lower Lusatsia, which
belong to His Majesty the King of Saxony;

The Duchy of Pomerania;

The Upper, the Lower and the New Silesia, and the County of Glatz

A portion of the districe of Netze, located north of the main road betw
Driessen and Schneidemiihl through Waldau to the Vistula and following
boundary of the Bromberg district; the navigation of the Netze River an
the Bromberg Canal, from Driessen to the Vistula and back, will bec
open and free of all tolls; Pomerelia, the Nogat Island, the territories lqc
along the right bank of the Nogat and of the Vistula, west of Old Pruss:
and to the north of the Kulm and the Ermerland Districts, and, finally,
Kingdom of Prussia as it was on January 1, 1772, together with the fortre
of Spandau, Stettin, Kiistrin, Glogau, Breslau, Schweidnitz, Neisse, Bn
Kosel, and Glatz, and generally all fortresses, citadels, castles, and stronghold
other than those listed above, in the same condition in which those fortresses &
citadels, castles, and strongholds may be at present; and in addition to
above, the city and citadel of Graudentz.

: Article 7

be able to communicate between the Kingdom of Saxony and the Duchy

Warsaw, His Majesty the King of Saxony shall have free use of a military
through the possessions of His Majesty the King of Prussia. This road,

number of troops which shall be allowed to pass at any given time, and
place they may rest and secure food, shall be determined by a special

eement between the two named sovereigns under the mediation of France,

. Article 8

ther His Majesty the King of Prussia, nor His Majesty the King of Saxony,
the city of Danzig, shall have the right to interfere in any way whatsoever
th free navigation on the Vistula nor to hinder it through the institution
any kind of tolls, taxes or duties. . . .

Article 10
rder to deliniate as much as possible the natural frontiers berween Russia
the Duchy of Warsaw, the region, which is partly surrounded by the
esent frontiers of Russia, extending from the Bug to the mouth of the
ssosna along the Thalweg of that river and that of the Bobra up to its
th, along the Thalweg of the Narew from the above mentioned place to
ie Surazh, along the Thalweg of the Lisa to its source near the Village Mien,
g the Thalweg of the canal which begins near the said village and empties
to the Nurchik, along the Nurchik to its mouth beyond Nur, and, finally,
ong the Thalweg of the Bug upwards to the present frontiers of Russia, shall
. er be annexed to the Russian Empire.
Article 5
: Article 11
0 person of any rank or estate whatever who resides or has property in the
ea delineated in the above-mentioned article, or in provinces which com-
ised the ancient Kingdom of Poland and which are now transferred to His
ajesty the King of Prussia, or individuals who live now in the Duchy of
fasaw but who have in Russia immovable property, pensions and other

Kingdom of Poland and since have at various times been brought u
Prussian rule, shall become, except for the territories named or designated i
the preceding article, or those which will be listed in Article To [of the present
treaty], the possessions and sovereignty of His Majesty the King of Sax
under the name of the Duchy of Warsaw, and shall be governed by laws the
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Article 20

ngdom of Westphalia shall consist of provinces ceded by His Majesty
ing of Prussia on the left bank of the Elbe and those presently in the
on of His Majesty Emperor Napoleon.

forms of income, shall be molested, or have his immovable or movable
erty, pension, and other income confiscated. No person shall be depriv
his rank or status, or be subjected to some other form of punishme
account of his participation in military or political affairs of the present wat

Article 21

jesty the Emperor of All Russia pledges to recognise the changes which
ajesty Emperor Napoleon shall make in pursuance of Article 20, and

ons of His Majesty the King of Prussia (His Majesty the Emperor of All

a shall be informed about these changes), and the state of sovereignty

ut shall accrue to these Sovereigns in whose behalf these changes shall have

made.

Article 14
His Majesty Emperor Napoleon accepts the mediation of His Majesty
Emperor of All Russia to negotiate and conclude the final peace treaty be
France and England, on condition that England will equally accept the
diation within one month following the exchange of ratifications of the pr
treaty.

Article 15
His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia, being desirous on His part of
lishing intimate and lasting relations between the two empires, recognise
Majesty Joseph Napoleon as King of Naples and His Majesty Louis N
as King of Holland.

Article 22

ities shall cease immediately at all points on land and sea berween
orces of His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia and those of His Majesty
tan as soon as the news of the signing of the present treaty shall be
eially received.

High Contracting Parties shall without delay dispatch special couriers
2 vey this news as soon as possible to the respective generals and com-
g officers.

Article 16

His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia equally recognizes the Confeder,
of the Rhine, the present status of authority of each of the rulers compr
this Confederation, and their titles, which many of them have received |
the Act of Confederation as well as by subsequent treaties of accession,
His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia also promises that, in accor
with information which His Majesty Emperor Napoleon will communic
Him, He will acknowledge those rulers who will become members o0
Confederation of the Rhine stipulated by the Act of Confederation.

Article 23

ian forces shall withdraw from the principalities of Wallachia and Mol-
but the said provinces shall not be occupied by the forces of His Majesty

Sultan] prior to the ratification of the future final peace treaty between

ia and the Ottoman Porte,

Article 17
His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia cedes to His Majesty the K1
Holland all of His property and sovereignty to the Seigniorage of Jev
East Frieseland.

Article 24

.Ma]esty the Emperor of All Russia shall accept the mediation of His
jesty the Emperor of France and King of Italy, to negotiate and conclude
: '_ ¢ advantageous and honorable equally to both Empires.

Authenzed plenipotentiaries shall be dispatched to a place designated by
interested parties to start and proceed with these negotiations.

Article 18
The present treaty of peace and friendship shall be mutually binding on th
Majesties the Kings of Naples and Holland, and on the rulers of the

federation of the Rhine, who are allies of His Majesty Emperor Napol Arsicle 25

he time within which the High Contracting Parties shall withdraw their
s from places they are to evacuate, pursuant to the above stipulations,
arly as the manner in which different articles contained in the present
shall be executed, shall be determined by a special agreement.

Article 19
His Majesty the Emperor of Russia equally recognizes His Highness P
Jerome Napoleon as King of Westphalia.
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Article 26 Article 4

His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia and His Majesty the Emperor of F ajesty the Emperor of All Russia pledges to recognise His Majesty the

and King of Italy mutually pledge to respect the integrity of their own

sessions and those of states that participate in the present peace treaty

state in which they exist now, and in which they may exist pursuant

above stipulations,

| be compensated either by the Baleric Islands, or the Island of Candie,
ther possession of the same value.

Article 5
Avrticle 27 g the subsequent peace with England, Hanover should be united
Prisoners of war taken by the Contracting Parties or states particip
the present Peace treaty shall be mutually repatriated simultaneousl -
without any discrimination. een 300,000 and 400,000, shall be separated from that Kingdom and
be testored to Prussia.

Article 28 o
Commercial relations between the Russian Empire on the one hand and
French Empire, the Kingdoms of Italy, Naples, and Holland, and the (
federation of the Rhine on the other, shall be reestablished on the same fogr

as they were before the war.

Article 6

esent heads of [the ruling} houses of Hesse-Kassel, Brunswick-Wol-

applicable to the princes and to their wives as well, should they survive

Article 29 ‘
The ceremonial between the two courts—that of St. Petersburg and the Tu
leries—with respect to each other and also with respect to their ambassad
ministers, and envoys mutually accredited to each other, shall be based
the rights of complete reciprocity and equality. . . .

subsidy for the head of the Hesse-Kassel House shall be 200,000

o Dutch florins,
e subsidiaries shall be paid by His majesty the King of Westphalia.

Secret Articles, July 7, 1807

i H er Serene Highness the Dowager Princess of Anhalt-Zerbst, who has the
wht o maintenance from revenues of the Seignioralty of Ever, shall be

Article 1 sated with an annual pension of 60,000 Dutch florins to be paid by
Russian forces shall surrender to French forces the land known as C sty the King of Holland.
[Kotor].
g Article 7
Article 2 above separate secret articles shall have the same force and significance,

Seven islands Jof that territory] shall become personal property of His Maj

r word, as if they were included in the open treaty concluded today,
Emperor Napoleon.

y shall be ratified with it. . . .

Article 3
His Majesty the Emperor of France and King of Italy agrees neither to puns
nor to persecute directly or indirectly any subject of the Sublime Po
especially the Montenegtins, for their participation in whatever capa

hostile actions against French forces as long as they shall remain peac
here on.

‘he Franco-Russian Secve Defensive and Offensive Alliance,
July 7, 1807
Awticle 1

esty the Emperor of All Russia and His Majesty the Emperor of France
1g of Italy bind themselves to act jointly on land as well as on sea, or
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simultaneously on land and sea, in any war that France or Russia may i
forced to undertake, or in a war against any other European power. e

Article 6

ly, the High Contracting Parties will act jointly and exert pressure on

. urt of Vienna to adhere to the terms stipulated in Article 4, [namely]
Article 2

Should the opportunity for such a joint action materialize, and whenever i}
should become a reality, the High Contracting Parties shall agree by a spe =‘.i
convention what kind of forces each should supply against the common enem
and at what locations these forces should be deployed, although the
bind themselves, should conditions so require, to deploy all of their lan
naval forces.

Article 7
however, England conclude peace on the stipulated terms in the
ibed time (His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia shall use His influence
duce her to do it), then Hanover shall be restored to the King of England
i compensation for French, Spanish, and Dutch colonies.

Article 3
All military operations shall be undertaken jointly, and neither of the
tracting Pasties shall under any circumstances enter into separate peace
gotiations without the consent of the other Party.

Article 8

ly, if, as a result of changes that have transpired in Constantinople, the
hould refuse to accept French mediation, or should it fail, after having
cepted, to produce a satisfactory result within a three months’ period
the start of negotiations, then France shall act jointly with Russia against
ttoman Porte, and the two High Contracting Parties will agree to liberate
the Turkish yoke and oppression all provinces of the Ottoman Empire
pe, except Constantinople and the Province of Rumelia.

Article 4
Should England not accept Russia's mediation, or having accepted it
she then decide not to conclude peace by next November 1 [1807]
[France and Russial, having agreed that flags of all nations should eq
enjoy freedom of the sea, and having acknowledged that conquests m
her {England] against France and her allies from 1805 on, when Russia j
her, should be restored, in the said month of November [1807], the
of His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia will deliver a note to the Governrr
of 5t. James. Alongside the expressed concern which the said Imperial M
has for the peace of the world and His intention to use all powers of
Empire to secure for mankind prolonged peace, that note shall includ
positive and clear statement that in case England should refuse to concl
peace on the above mentioned terms, His Majesty the Emperor of All
will act jointly with France. Should the Government of St. James fail to su
Him with a categorical and satisfactory answer by December 1 [1807], ¢
the Russian Ambassador will be instructed to request his passport by a sped
day and to leave England immediately,

Article o

present treaty shall be kept secret and shall neither be made public nor
ed t0 any government by one of the High Contracting Parties without
onsent of the other.

will be ratified and its ratifications will be exchanged in Tilsit within
days.

sit, July 7, 1807.

Article 5
Should the developments foreseen in the preceding article materialize,
High Contracting Parties will jointly and simultaneously request the Co
of Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Lisbon to close their harbors to the E
to recall their envoys from London, and to declare war against England. Sh
any of the three Courts refuse to comply with this request, the High Cos
tracting Parties will deal with them as with the enemy, and should Sweds
refuse, then Denmark will be induced to declare war against her.
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Speranskii’s Proposed Brief Qutline
of State Organization, 1809

Organization of the [State] Council
Departments within the Council Competence

Review of laws, statutes, and proposals
presented by commissions and
ministries.

litary Affairs Affairs pertaining to the Ministries of
Alexander I's achievements as tsar can be traced to the influence of three War and Navy.
associates. At the beginning of his reign most of his ideas were stimulated -
by his Swiss tutor, Frédéric C. La Harpe (1754-1838). Between 1806
and 1812 Alexander’s dreams were inspired by Michael M. Speranskil
(1772-1839). After 1812 General Aleksei Arakcheev (1769-1834) in-

fluenced many of his actions. While each left a distinct imprint on

State Economy Internal affairs, land and water
communication system, Finance and
Treasury. Ministry of Enlightenment.

Civil and Religious Affairs Police, Justice, and Religious

Alexander I's reign, of the three men the influence of Speranskii is perhaps Departments.

the most interesting. The son of a village priest, Speranskii was a self-

made man, He. developed a familiarity with contemporaty political gnd B it within the Comncil

economic theories and had been exposed to the harsh realicies of Russian ' . gl ki
life. With this rare combination of the theoretical and the practical Sper- Chancellery General central execution of all affairs

anskii was invaluable to Alexander I, who selected him as his chief adviser that come before the State Council.

from 1806 to 1812. In this capacity Speranskii prepared a plan for the
reorganization of the empire. Had Alexander accepted the plan, Russia
might have evolved into a constitutional monarchy, but such was not
the case. Soon after the proposal was presented, Alexander, frightened
by the excesses of the French Revolution and influenced by the opponents
of change, dismissed Speranskii and sent him to Siberia.

wlative Commission Preparation of state laws,

ommission on Petitions Review of petitions addressed to the -
43 sovereign.

Main Comporents

: [State} Council consists of members appointed by the sovereign. Ministers
members of the Council in accorddnce with rank. Every department has

Basic Components
State power is represented in three branches—legislative, judicial, and exe

i, ting. In the general meeting the chairman is appointed annually. Nothing

The {State] Conncil coordinates all activity and passes it on to the sovereigi,, anates from the Council without the approval of the sovereign.

The State Duma is entrusted with lawmaking.
The Senate is entrusted with courts.

Organization of the State Duma
Ministries are entrusted with administration.

Composition Competence
e State Duma consists of deputies Proposed laws are presented by the
elected from all free classes at the government, are considered by the
pubernia dumas. Duma, and are approved by the
From M. M. Speranskii, Property i zapiski (Projects and Notes), Bdited by A.1. Kopaney, soverﬂgn

M. V. Kukushkina and C. N. Valka {Moscow-Leningrad: Akademiia Nauk, 1961), Pp. 222~
231. Translation mine. Words in brackets are mine, 3
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Chairman of the Duma is chosen from  The Duma receives ministerial rep Organization of Ministries
among three candidates after the in case of an open violation of th i
Duma is elected. The Duma has a State Constitution, the Duma ha inistries Ministers Competence
Chancellor who supervises its rules, the right to demand a reply from A Fairs Minister of Foreign Foreign Relations
archives, and the conduct of its ministeries and to present its vie Affairs
affairs. the sovereign,
Minister of War Land Forces
Minister of Navy Naval Forces
Main Compmmﬂ Affairs Minister of Internal Agriculture., Industry,
Affairs Domestic Trade, Posts
No new law can be issued without being considered by the Duma. Impositi Chief Difec“_)f ?f Communication
of new taxes, duties, and obligations is considered by the Duma. Communieation L
Minister or Chief Administration of schools

T ; 5 B Director of Schools
approval. A legislative measure that has been rejected by a majority of vot

i i i : i ini i . collection of taxes
[in the Duma} is considered invalid. Finances Minister of Finances Revenues: co on of ta
and dues; administration

i : of mines, forests, customs,
committees {rom among its members.

etc.
_ Minister of the Treasury Circulation of capital and
Organization of the Senate credit. Administration of
P currency, banks, etc.
Composition Competence s ’ )
; i Minister or Chief Control of all accounts
The Senate consists of elected senators All court matters are entrusted to the “ ?t .
; Director of
who will gradually replace the Senate. A ’
current members, cecounting
e ; T e inister of Justice Supervision and protection of
[The Senate] is divided into This High Court has jurisdiction over Mlimgtar gt P P
e o courts
departments. Within the Senate ministries, members of the {State] i
there is organized a High Criminal Council, senators and governor- ~ Religious Affairs Ober-Procurator of the Department of Religious
Court in which members of the generals. : Synod Affairs
[State} Council, the Duma, and the . } .
g . ’ Minister of Police Protection of internal
i Senate participate. . .
7' security. State Police
. In the Senate there is established the He supervises publications and
position of a Chancellor of Justice, documents of the Senate. He is

Minister of Justice in the High
Criminal Court.

Main Components

Minister of Justice He supervises legal forms and legal
procedures both within the Senate
and in other courts.

partment has a director. These directors comprise the Council of the Ministry.
All ministers have a general instruction that determines the picture of their
tivity, their relation to the Council, and degrees of their power and re-
ponsibility.

Matters that require a general meeting of ministers are introduced to the
Committee of Ministers.
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Orgatization of the Legislative Order in Gubernias - Organization of the Executive Administration in Gubernias

Composition Competence Composition Competence
Volost dumas are organized in volosts To elect deputities to the okrug dul ﬂf’:?fﬂ administration All matters of police, treasury
from all owners of immovable To elect judges to velort courts, hief official in the guternia is collections, and taxes and general
property and from officials of state elecc members of the Council the governor (wherever no well being, are subjects of the
volosts. attached to volost administration governor-general exists). Gubernia gubernia administracion.

“administration branches are
divided into offices: each office
‘has its own chief. Chiefs of these
ot z'anhes under the chairmanship
g_f the governor form the gubernia
- adminiscration.

To elect a certain number of more
distinguished citizens to organiz
census in the volost,

To account welost expenses and to
redistribute new tax obligations. T
present needs of the woloss.

Okrug dumas are composed of a - To elect deputies to the gubernia : . general meeting; current [matters]
determined number of deputies duma:v., to the okrug court, to the in the offices, The governor has
elected by the wolost dumas. council attached to the okrug instruction determining the

administration; to elect a definiti
number of more distinguished
citizens from velost rosters to give
account of ekrug taxes and to
distribute same, and to present

needs of the okrug. i stribution of annual obligations,

pgree of his authority and
sponsibility. At the gubernia
ministration is located a
uncil of Disputes of the

Gubernia dumas. Election of deputies to the State D or accounting and for presenting
to gubernia courts, to councils 4 ds [of the gubernial. It meets
attached to the gubernia e 2 year.
administration, and so forth. :
The Okrug Administration
Main Comporents ief of the okrug is the vice- The same problems as in the gubernia
_ o nor; the government is divided administration, except that they are
The volosr dumas represent the first, so to speak, element of legislative o B similar to those:in the waellln By s |

ernia administration. Chiefs of
peditions under chairmanship
the vice-governor comprise an

¢ administration. Artached to it
‘an okrug council, consisting of
uties of the oéruzg duma. Local
police stations, city mayors, and
wict police officers are part of the
g administracion. Through them
vkrug administration reaches

which, emerging in the volost gradually rises as a result of elections of dep
every three years, and forms the State Duma.

All dumas have chairmen.

The lists of all gubernia dumas are to be submitted to the Chancell
the [State} Duma. From these lists then is prepared a state list, from w
are recruited officials, approved by public opinions, for the performan
certain administrative tasks. ;




