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Why or Why not? Was there anything surprising to you about the French Revolution? How does it
FIU compare to your knowledge of the American Revolution? Does the reading mention Haiti?

This does not mean you answer this question and you are done. | would like you all to respond much like you
have been in the past few weeks, which were generally good responses, but ALSO try and answer the above
question along with your summary/reflection.

® Now, | know that our course s a European History course, but | think | would be doing a disservice to my
title as a Historian if | did not try to provide some much needed perspective to what has been happening in
Europe given the timeframe we have been covering. Since the time of Martin Luther, a "new world" was
“discovered” The last chapter that we read spent a lot of pages talking about how England and the

Netherlands started to shift from feudal economies based on land ownership to proto-capitalistic economies
based on trade and the rise of mercantile class. No longer did you have to own land to be considered wealthy
in Europe after the 1600s. Now, if you owned land in the "new world" and forced people to work said land
for lttle to no money, you could make hefty profit from the synergies of both land ownership and selling
goods. That is why | am attaching 2 maps to this module. One that shows you how much and where territory
was claimed by European states across the Atlantic, as well as a map of the trade routes of the Netherlands. |
must impress upon you that European states used all sorts of violence and today, morally reprehensible
means to extract wealth from these lands and peoples, and we must problematize this. However, we will see
how in coming chapters, the book will touch on this more. Less than | would like, but | will again supplement
what | think is omitted here on our weekly discussion board.

1 will end with this. When the French people revolted against their king, they demanded bread, then they
demanded liberty, equality, and brotherhood. They saw how only the very wealthiest 1% of France's
population benefitted from the wealth generated by the expansion of global trade. For this, King Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinette would lose their heads to the guillotine, among many others. However, when Africans
revolted against their masters in the French colony of St. Domingue, demanding to be treated as humans, we
start to see the limitations of who is and is not truly allowed to be free.

Friendly Reminder

As stated on the syllabus and in class, in order to gain full credit, you must post an initial response of 250-
400 words that summarize the reading, as well as provide points of interest to you, as well as questions you
still have regarding the material, or questions you can pose to the class for rhetorical purposes. Feel free to
also reflect on the events you read about.

Subsequently, please post at least two 100-word minimum response to two of your classmates' posts. Maybe
you agree with some observation on the part of one of your classmates, or attempt to answer one of their
questions.

Feel free to ask me questions or points of clarification in your posts, you may also email me should you desire
more discretion.

Happy Historicizing

—Prof Rodriauer
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Hello EUH 2030
- Grades Your third weeks' discussion will include with a prompt | would like you to answer in your weekly

reflection.
Office 365

(our book) then try answering this

prompt:

+ Do you believe the French Revolution helped or hurt the development of democracy in Western Europe?
Why or Why not? Was there anything surprising to you about the French Revolution? How does it
compare to your knowledge of the American Revolution? Does the reading mention Haiti?

This does not mean you answer this question and you are done. | would like you all to respond much like you
have been in the past few weeks, which were generally good responses, but ALSO try and answer the above
question along with your summary/reflection.

Now, | know that our course s a European History course, but | think | would be doing a disservice to my
title as a Historian if | did not try to provide some much needed perspective to what has been happening in
Europe given the timeframe we have been covering. Since the time of Martin Luther, a "new world" was
“discovered” The last chapter that we read spent a lot of pages talking about how England and the
Netherlands started to shift from feudal economies based on land ownership to proto-capitalistic economies
based on trade and the rise of mercantile class. No longer did you have to own land to be considered wealthy
in Europe after the 1600s. Now, if you owned land in the "new world" and forced people to work said land
for lttle to no money, you could make hefty profit from the synergies of both land ownership and selling
goods. That is why | am attaching 2 maps to this module. One that shows you how much and where territory
was claimed by European states across the Atlantic, as well as a map of the trade routes of the Netherlands. |
must impress upon you that European states used all sorts of violence and today, morally reprehensible
means to extract wealth from these lands and peoples, and we must problematize this. However, we will see
how in coming chapters, the book will touch on this more. Less than | would like, but | will again supplement
what | think is omitted here on our weekly discussion board.

1 will end with this. When the French people revolted against their king, they demanded bread, then they
demanded liberty, equality, and brotherhood. They saw how only the very wealthiest 1% of France's
population benefitted from the wealth generated by the expansion of global trade. For this, King Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinette would lose their heads to the guillotine, among many others. However, when Africans
revolted against their masters in the French colony of St. Domingue, demanding to be treated as humans, we
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