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Rules: How Do They Promote Student Accountability?
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Teacher: Stop talking, Johnny.
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Segapti comments, “What’s your strategy here? Are you going to stand there
arguing with Johnny about whether or not he was talking? That only per-

petuates the problem.” The following shows how Seganti would interact
with Johnny:

Teacher: There is no talking in my class, Johnny—stay after school 15 minutes
today for detention.

Johnny: But I wasn’t talking!

Teacher: Show up for detention. If you don’t want another 15 minutes,
stop disrupting now.

RULES: HOW DO THEY PROMOTE STUDENT
ACCOUNTABILITY?

Seganti insists on holding students accountable for their behavior. There should be
no getting around it. Class rules of behavior provide the specifics of accountabil-
ity. You, the teacher, must establish effective rules and make sure students under-
stand them clearly. Compose the rules yourself, before you see your students, and
make copies to hand out. Every possible behavior that concerns your class, posi-

Clearly, some of
Seganti's methods
are more easily used
with older students.
Students in the very
early grades could
not do this; what
could an elementary
teacher who uses
Seganti's model do
to accomplish the
same purpose?

tive or negative, should be addressed somewhere in the rules. You are the
professional and you know how students should behave. Don’t waste
time asking students to help you decide what the rules should be.

Right away when students arrive at your door for the first day of
class, teach them the rules for your class and exactly what those rules
mean. This is to be done so no misunderstanding is possible. The stu-
dents’ first assignment in class is to copy the rules neatly, sign their copy,
and hand it in. From that point onward, students are held accountable
for their actions in class. They can no longer claim they didn’t know the
rules. If they try that ploy, have them once again copy the rules, sign the
copy, and give it to you.
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This can become a good lesson on nonverbal communication. Tell the g,
dents that most communication is nonverbal. Take your time here. Be.a teacher—
give examples and demonstrate. Tell the Studeqts, “If'I glve you a direction and
you roll your eyes, it is just as disrespectful as if you insult me verbally, ang you
will get detention.” Act it out—“Suppose I say: ]ack, open your book to page 134

Additional Topics Seganti Suggests for Rules
Working on Task

This topic centers on clarifying when students

be working, whar they should dq When they |,
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heir assigned work,
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Teacher: Spit out the gum, Jane, and come after school for 15 minutes.
Jane: P'm not chewing gum.

Teacher: Well, there’s no chewing in my class, even if you aren’t chewing
anything, so come to detention,

Jane: But 'm not chewing anything!

Teacher: I don’t argue with students. You can
suspended for defiance.

(Jane then either spits out the gum or the teacher suspends her from the
class.)

either spit out the gum or get

Seganti says you won’t have to do this often.'Once or twige gnd everyone
gets the idea you are manipulation-proof. Caregivers or adrrpmstratorsf n;lay
complain if you suspend a student from clgss for merely chewing %um.hl that
happens, point out that the student has violated two ;ules—-ox.le or ¢ eyl\ilrgg
gum and another for noncompliance with teacher dl.rC.CthIlS. This poxrit wi g
addressed again when we explore the roles of administrators, counselors, an
caregivers.




