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on one of these topics such as forgiveness would make o

obedience to Jesus irrelevant.
Repetitive word: such

Discipleship requires that the disciple obey everything Christ

commanded, even the tough stuff. There are many things that Repetitive word

Christ commanded that are somewhat easy to follow and there e g

are some that are difficult to follow. For example, in John 6:60 it
reads “Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, »and
said, This is a hard saying” and in John 6:66, we see his

disciples leaving him because of these “hard sayings.” The

disciple of Christ has to obey Christ’s commandments, even

those that are difficult to obey. Repetitive word: obey
Areas of life that disciples must submit to Christ
If we are indeed expected to follow all of the commandments

of Christ, then it will be expected that we submit in every area Repetitive word: expected

of our life. Sin affects every area of our life, therefore in order
e rtherefere — ;therefore

to fight against the temptation of sin in these areas such as
nerderte — to

lust, addiction, work, family, church, and many more, one must

be willing to submit to Christ in these areas. One requirement VLTS ervror Tt ©
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be willing to submit to Christ in these areas. One requirement Repetitive word: sin

of discipleship is to learn the ways sin skews our nature and

submit what we learn to the continuing will of God, so that we Repetitive word: st
are reshaped through the days of our obedience. =
THREE STAGES OF DISCIPLESHIP

It was A.B. Bruce who in his classic book, The Training of the Passive voice

Twelve where he discusses the three stages of the discipleship. & Unoriginal text: 28 words

The first stage that is discussed is the Declaration stage in

. - ) . o
which the future disciple first becomes a believer in Jesus G e

Christ. In the first stage they were simply believers in Him as Repetitive word: disc
he Christ, and His occasional companions at convenient, Q o
et Unoriginal text: 22 words
particularly festive, seasons. Before the disciples encountered
Jesus Christ, there were believers in Jesus Christ. It is important e ety
o note that when Jesus approached them and said “follow me,” @ unoriginal text: 8 words
hat was not the first time they believed. The fact that they

dropped everything to follow him is a testament of their initial of — to

belief. During this Declaration period, the believer begins to

investigate their belief and as they investigate, this turns to Repetitive word: belief
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investigate their belief and as they investigate, this turns to Repetitive word: -

repentance. Once the believer repents, then their faith begins to
,and
build.

The second stage of discipleship is Development which deals Repetitive word:

with the disciple becoming a follower of Jesus Christ. Since the

first stage deals with the believers coming to repentance and

hat repentance resulting in regeneration. Regeneration means
o be born again through faith in Jesus Christ. This now puts

he believer on the path to being a disciple. Bruce states that “In
he second stage, fellowship with Christ assumed the form of

an uninterrupted attendance on His person, involving entire, or

Unclear antecedent

at least habitual abandonment of secular occupations.” In early

Jewish history, to become a disciple of a rabbi would require

total commitment which resulted in memorizing words and
replicating their lifestyle. Becoming a disciple would mean
being devoted to prayer, spending time in the community,
spending time studying the Word of God and the

commandments o

Jesus, as well as spending time doing
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commandments of Jesus, as well as spending time doing -

ministry. Once again, the art of obedience comes into effect for
the disciple.

The third stage of discipleship deals with Deployment which
has the disciple in the position to make disciples. During Christ
earthly ministry, he spent much time training the disciples, not

so they can only have the honor of being trained by Jesus, but Repetitive word:

so that they can go out into the world and make disciples

hemselves. The process that Jesus followed is the same

process that disciples should follow today. As Jesus told the

disciples to “go and make disciples,” the third stages will see
disciple making disciples. While Jesus was on earth, he sent his disciplemaking _ disciple-making
followers out in pairs to proclaim the kingdom of God. The

same applies to the disciple today that finds themselves in

stage three. The disciple must understand that learning to

become a disciple was never for personal gain, but was for

continued growth within the local church and the body of
Christ in general.
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Christ in general.
How they work together

The three stages of discipleship should never cease as it is
purpose to constantly build disciples. These three stages work apurpose or the purpose
together in that they offer a complete process that takes an

individual from being a believer to being a disciple maker. This o
is the whole point of ministry and this is how the ministry Overused word: co
grows. The three stages provide growth for the local church as e
well as growth for the individual.
How to help disciples take steps of obedience G

The process of discipleship is only successful as the Repetitive word
individual makes the decision to be obedient at every stage i
within the process. The believer must be willing to go from
believing to following. Christianity is more than just obtaining ol ea o
converts. In Act 2, we see the process of many coming to Christ ithin ot
after Peter’s sermon, then continuing with the process of being
followers of Christ. This was accomplished by remaining in Unclear antecedent
fellowship with each other, learning to obey the
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fellowship with each other, learning to obey the -

commandments of Christ, praying and breaking bread with

each other. Obedience is necessary to pass through every

stages. As a follower of Christ, the disciple must remain stages _ stage
obedient enough to position them to become disciple makers.

In order to be a disciple maker, one must first know what it Pvidits oo

takes to be a disciple.

CONCLUSION

Discipleship is very important to the Christian today. When Sentence fragment
God told Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply,” that was
much more than replenishing the earth, but it had a future
meaning in terms of Christians. Disciples should be “fruitful and intermsef  regarding
multiply” and that is in terms with carrying out the commission .
that Christ gave the church. In order to do this, obedience has

to be a priority to the disciple and the disciple maker. The three trerderto — To

for
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In order to be a disciple maker, one must first know what it inorderte  To

takes to be a disciple.

CONCLUSION

Discipleship is very important to the Christian today. When Sentence fragment
God told Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply,” that was
much more than replenishing the earth, but it had a future
meaning in terms of Christians. Disciples should be “fruitful and intermsef  regarding
multiply” and that is in terms with carrying out the commission o .
that Christ gave the church. In order to do this, obedience has
to be a priority to the disciple and the disciple maker. The three trerderto — To
stages of discipleship with help the Christian believer S
understand where they currently stand as well as their walk as

a Christian. The believer must remain obedient throughout all

three stages and this will lead to building more disciples. Jand
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provide hope for the unbeliever. Now we do understand

may be more difficult today to walk up to a person on a

power of discipleship today should be centered around
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inistry of Christ. Therefore, this essay will discuss the

It will be very challenging to discuss discipleship without
aligning it to the greatest disciple maker of all which is Jesus

Christ. The purpose of Christ’s earthly mission was to be an

las

example in many ways for the everyday believer as we

that it
fishing

and tell them to follow me as I follow Christ, however, the

he

rality of Christ in discipleship and how obedience in an

ortant factor in becoming a disciple and disciple ma

CENTRALITY OF CHRIST IN DISCIPLESHIP

Ker.

he first step necessary here is to define what is actually a

disciple, this can and has been explained and defined in

@ Unoriginal text: 17 words
@ Unoriginal text: 162 words

@ Unoriginal text: 316 words

Overused word: i

actuatly
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CENTRALITY OF CHRIST IN DISCIPLESHIP -
The first step necessary here is to define what is actually a actually
disciple, this can and has been explained and defined in
numerous ways over the years. Bonhoeffer simply states that a Vagueness
discipleship is a “commitment to Christ” Therefore, one can
S . Overused word: simply
simply define a disciple as one who is totally committed to
Christ. Since Christianity itself is centered on Jesus Christ, it & discipleship
becomes apparent that discipleship would also be centered on & Unoriginal text: 90 words
Jesus Christ.
. O d word: simply
In the book of Matthew, Jesus approached Simon Peter and i e
told him to “follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” Vagueness
(Matthew 4:19, KJV). Putnam et al. glean from this scripture two 5
e e e e Repetitive word:
ideas that are important to discipleship. First, Jesus says “follow
me” which indicates that a disciple must be a follower of Christ. i
In order to be a follower of Christ, the disciple must see Jesus Overised wardot
Christ as their master. They must understand that he is the one
— Passive voice
that leads, guides, and gives direction. Jesus says in John
chapter ten that he is the “good shepherd” and shepherds are Passive voice
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means that the follower understand that Jesus has authority
and that the road to following him is not an easy road.
Secondly, Jesus goes from telling Peter to “follow me” in
Matthew 4:19 (KJV) to telling him to “go and make disciples of
all nations” in Matthew 28:19 (NLT). Therefore, there is the
assumption that between chapter four and chapter twenty-
eight, Peter has been provided with the necessary tools to
teach other what Christ has taught him. However, Christ did not

just tell his disciples to just teach others what he taught, he

told them in verse twenty to teach them to “obey all the

commands I have given you” (Matthew 28:20, NLT). Therefore,

just as being a disciple is more than just following Christ,

making disciples means more than teaching the
commandments of Christ.
OBEDIENCE REFLECT DISCIPLESHIP OF CHRIST

The bible has a lot to say concerning the topic of obedience.

This was a major problem with the Old Testament Israelites

and continues to be an issue today. In order to be a true disciple

O Type here to search

trerderte — To
@ Unoriginal text: 76 words
Overused word: constantly
understand — understands
the authority or an authority
@ Unoriginal text: 81 words
Possibly confused word
Split infinitive
Vagueness
he — ;he

@ Unoriginal text: 110 words

Unclear antecedent

ad winrd: m
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OBEDIENCE REFLECT DISCIPLESHIP OF CHRIST

The bible has a lot to say concerning the topic of obedience.

@ Unoriginal text: 110 words

This was a major problem with the Old Testament Israelites Unclear antecedent

and continues to be an issue today. In order to be a true disciple
- e Overused word:

of Christ, this can only be done within of complete obedience to
the commandments of Christ. Dempsey et al makes a good trerderto — To
point when he states that the Great Commission was more than Cr e
“Go ye therefore and teach.” Jesus Christ required more from

R . etat - etal.
his disciples than just teach other the commandments that he .

has taught them. He required that they teach others to observe makes — make
or obey the commandments that have been taught by Jesus
Christ.

Therefore, discipleship means more than just the knowledge of

@ Unoriginal text: 101 words

Vagueness

the commandments of Jesus, but it is also obeying or observing Repetitive word: reqt

the commandments of Jesus Christ. The Christian life is more
S e Repetitive word: teach
than topics such as grace, mercy, forgiveness, it also includes

obedience to Christ. Reducing the Christian life to just focusing Repetitive word: t

on one of these topics such as forgiveness would make B >
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