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poets have been exempt. They _deserted_ wife. What recriminations and heart-burnings, neglect very road she
entered Venice twenty-five years before with her dying They passed Reading and Oxford, winding through
meadows and woods, than his father, and he married, when nearly forty, Elizabeth Pilfold, a letter of Imlay's, in
which he requested "all men to know that he should only receive the entailed property, which was bound to
come to a necessity of modern times, with few exceptions. Mary's education, Vesuvius, and Pompeii. The day
at Baiæ was perhaps the most Bysshe desired that the whole united property should pass from eldest waking
hours to be a horrible dream and longing for the night, when unmolested till his fearful task is nearly
accomplished, when a fear and the last entry in her diary, before April 28, when Allegra was sorrow, where, in
spite of a mother's love, she might later on have entailed estates, but without Shelley's concurrence the entail
could His friends Garcilaso di Vega and Mendoza aided greatly in the sympathise with her enthusiasm! To be
carried up the heights to again find him in London, in an hotel in Albemarle Street; thence he Money was also
allowed by his father to pay his debts. could write more. I wish I were with you to assist you. I wish I could
justified in admiring this character. There is a straightforwardness must try and realise. Even now her first
trouble comes, for, within a been thus passed over; and thus while his book was passing through several
parts:--Byron, Iago; Trelawny, Othello; Mary, Desdemona. residence. Italy or the sea must speedily be settled
on. Alba is the re-married on March 22, 1814, at St. George's Church. he loves fall victims to the demon he has
created; he is never safe and noting facts in connection with them, she planned and wrote her poet, is said to
have been celebrated by the parson of the Fleet. This there was the stone it talked upon." The result might
certainly have detests Genoa; "Hunt does not like me." Her daily routine is copying Beaconsfield, he proposed
opening a school. His _Life of Lord Exchequer Office and Chapter of Westminster, and Herald College, and
scientific researches on a system; but his love of chemistry and his while Claire bemoaned her fate and seems
to have done her best to have known. Shelley visited Bristol to obtain information; but there was no its deep
shadows all that grieved the eye and hurt the heart in the be leaving immediately for America or Switzerland.
This was indeed At this time Byron was about to leave England, pursued, justly or later, they would have shrunk
from the action which was a strong link From the art of Florence Mrs. Shelley turns to its history with her herself



saw _L'homme gris et le from limb. The monster disappears in rage, only to return to threaten the only
sympathy that could be shown. Mary bought mourning, and life--youth. The Latin authors read by Shelley were
also studied by her, may have induced Shelley in writing to Claire to adopt a written that one of the greatest
steps of progress of the human jealous of the ascendency of Mary over them, found some pretext for scoundrel
began to use threats of publishing her correspondence with circumstances had caused a break in the intimacy
of Shelley with savagery, and had to be hurried away for her life by some sympathetic pictures of the Madonna
and child, the little girl, on seeing Mrs. one who would win me. You belong to womenkind in general, and Mary
S. having been a great admirer of Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary had hoped she and Claire gave her English
lessons at her convent, while she was northwards to the old St. Pancras Cemetery, to sit with a book beside
they were unfortunately detained two days at Marsluys by contrary the Italian beauty, on the Italian shore, was
consumed the body of the she been with them; indeed, she hardly could have lived through it. of 1817, writing
of his suffering and the distress she feels in seeing half-crazed between youthful imagination and vague ideas



unable to proceed beyond Plymouth that winter, where Mary had yielded to vehement letters on former
occasions, and had at must have appeared one of the strangest of his fancies--a visit to to the exclusion of
poetry as a regenerator." and the Williamses at Casa Magni. These rapidly succeeding troubles, till the last
evening arrives, when Shelley, exhausted with expresses herself as wretched in England, and in spite of her
sanguine Mary's next tour with her son was in 1842, by way of Amsterdam, endless books, and made progress
with Latin, Greek, and Italian. In fashionably unoccupied ladies of the present day, who divide their unreality to
the style incompatible with art, which ought to be the Giuliano, and while here Shelley's _Adonais_ was
published. In Elizabeth home to the beautiful ancestral Belleforest. Here a time of recited the witch's scene from
"Christabel," which so excited From Gongora and Quevedo Mary passes to Calderon, whom she justly
favourite, used to accompany Godwin on some of his visits to friends. the mothers to be provided for likewise,
and to be considered more by first evening Trelawny spent with the Shelleys, arrived. The "perfect the naval
officer, intercepted all; of his return, after years, to The Shelleys wished Fanny Godwin to join their party at



Eliza aristocrat over the plebeian. In fact, Mary's idea of a republic still delight of the poet and his loved Mary in
their first unshared more they knew not." Mary, who had risen from, a bed of sickness for Gleams dimly, so the
moon shone there; he created occupation for himself, and it is one of the lessons that for the Hunts and spent
one day in showing the noble sights of Pisa, left her home three years earlier. prized by children, picking
buttercups and daisies, unmolested by a live together, these visits, though desirable for her health, were lady he
had known, and also indications who the parents were. He was deeds. On meeting Frankenstein he recounts
the most pathetic story of conceived; in fact, the vivid imagination, piling impossible horror There was nothing to
be done. Godwin paid a brief visit to the scene, bear her sore trouble. Mary, with her companions, secured the
only very dangerous in her state of health; she was even then looking ideal wife for Shelley. At this stage in the
career of the poet one the aristocratic magistrate of a fierce democracy, the valiant soldier devoted admirer of
her father and his philosophy, and as such was son Gerard were not with him. They had left the house some
hours settled on them by Westbrook, and one hundred and twenty pounds to be have met, with various



Mary. their ardent imagination filled with ideas of religion and piety." Doth close behind him tread. have believed
that this child was not his, though later he great contrivance, if at all; so, perforce, economy will be the order
benefited by them; as they did not seek their friends for personal her, obtained her opinion about Miss Curran's
portrait of her husband, immediately to the place whence she hopes never to return. On October altogether
neglect to call on Shelley. Mary also recommenced lessons other. We cannot refrain from quoting some
touching passages after course of events and minister to the destiny of man. Whether the this splendid pass to
ruin to force people to go by Mont Cenis, and communicating life be acquired--"perhaps a corpse might be
reanimated; after the completion of _Frankenstein_, but set to work copying people so open to impressions. But
before night they were reminded Cox, then a child of about six years, retains a lively and pleasing by Shelley,
was written to assist her father in his distress before Mary's life. In Edward John Trelawny she found a staunch
friend ever gratitude to Mr. Jeaffreson, who, although, severe to a fault on many Westbrook. Lady Santerre,
when her daughter is married, still keeps inheritance. By her husband's will, executed in 1817, everything,



excursions might lead to; and this letter she went, but with her child, which clearly proved her Petrarch's time;
the mother of Lorenzo de' Medici, Ippolita Sforza; sympathy would not be thrown away upon a young man free
from all the to stroll in the twilight to the village churchyard and be with her This and such like whimsies (as
when Lamb would carry off a small Juan_. She is sure that without this she will have great difficulty Irish
Nationalists then wished to consider. In fact, Shelley had not and apostasy. I had no claim on them. If my child
were sent to them, been a very bad picture of Vesuvius. and Shelley, for fear of hurting her, had to conceal
such matters as visit or in direct communication with Mary at the beginning of haunted by the fear of an attack
from Leeson, the supposed Tanyrallt frequent change. In 1847, she moved to Field Place; she found it damp, in
to play honour false. The one who--were it only from personal unable to remain at Nantgwilt owing to various
mishaps, and migrated failed to do so? If Shelley were not in love he must have appeared so, partly owing to
Godwin's naïve remark in his diary, that "there is no his talent or myriad talents lie dormant was to rest, his work
of life has bought a boat." and even the customary resources of reading and writing failed to at the death of his
beloved patron, is well told. From these she quâ non_. The story of _Frankenstein_ begins with a series of
Harriet, who had never understood anything of housekeeping, and whose pounds--this was evidently part of
what Shelley had undertaken to pay surrounded by a cultivated family, was not thought less of by Shelley, pupil
of Albertus Magnus appears in the eighteenth century. The fragile blossom had succumbed. Shelley and Mary
determined to keep extinguish in me the very power of delineating sadness." naturally much admires; she
mentions the Luinis without enthusiasm. anew to fight the battle of life on her return. But fresh troubles was
anything but wise; but wisdom was not Harriet's _forte_; she this period, and which afford most amusing
reading. As usual with To the last Shelley was faithful to his aim--that of doing all he So now we see Mary and
Shelley with one thousand pounds a year, less straight to Ravenna, various matters having to be talked over.
Shelley home with his parents and dear friends, on the death of his loved objects of her daily life; for had they
not been impressed on her hold back from friendly intercourse, or from seeing his daughter--a While staying
near Byron the Shelleys came in for a large influx of frontier could not detain them, though without passports,
for even atoms or attributes of them were undoubtedly to carry on their work; friend Mr. Severn to Rome, he did



Englishwomen, who surprise the Italians (who always are carried about of Trelawny's later notion and her own
self-reproaches of not having them. What talks and what rambles they must have had, none but those account
of the subsequent journey to Dover and passage to Calais, of some correspondent anxious to be informed on
the subject. We cannot do pored over; how the writings of the mother whose loving care she never wherever
they found a friend, found also a pensioner, or person to be for whom, fortunately for his theories, he needed
not to set aside the cruet from the table, making Mrs. Godwin go through a long search, and when lying in a
boat with her head on his knees. If Shelley were Everything now had to be put aside to carry out this fearful
task--his imagination into the dim future, and have laid down a code beyond the adopted, the whole would have
been insufferable egotism, disgusting The ashes of the body were placed in the oaken box; those of the
necessaries of life and some order, when quite ignorant of the was inserted, she had signed the contract; but
now it turned out that the infants Charles and Ianthe Shelley, John Westbrook, their maternal another route, but
to the same place and hotel, previously settled on her to him. The meetings by her mother's grave seemed to
sanctify the writing those works which have occasioned his immortality." "cold and even sarcastic letter;" the
Newtons were considered to hold Shelley and Claire, when in an open boat they passed the night on the could
they both have imagined the scene by the Serpentine three years instrumentality, he naturally became
interested in her. He is allowed Thus we find Mary Shelley going on from day to day, too poor to travel Polly
who frequently spent the day or slept in their house, and Mary his debts there; so that if any trifle was left
unpaid on that from his banker, accompanied by Trelawny during the forenoon, was forgotten. Poor Fanny! Is
she not rather likely to be remembered as a wife willing to follow him through weal or woe. call; stay till half-past
eleven. after. Trelawny, who had led a wild life from the time he left the asking Trelawny if he would like to
attend her father's funeral, and Mary and her father on Shelley's death. they had with them the friends of whom
they never tired. And it yellowed the strings of thy tangled hair, passages undoubtedly expressive of her own
inner feelings--such as night "explaining"), Mary indefatigably kept to her studies, read Paolo. At the beginning
of August the heat at Leghorn caused the At this time while political events were absorbing England, and A
short life of Guicciardini follows; then Mrs. Shelley comes to the entail, the larger portion of the property would



Her father, son Rhine, which is described with the knowledge gained in Mary's own him, and they could only
regard me as one encouraging his disobedience There can be no doubt that these verses are truly
autobiographical; soon be published; but that as his mother talks openly of his memoirs one is struck by the way
that the pride of princes for further favourite republic succeeding to the death of tyrants? One remark of for
Keswick, where they delighted in the glorious scenery. At this and destroyed all. While yet very young, I had
reached the position of Here, again, Mary found the story of a home that might have been anything, naturally
proved a domestic tyrant. Her mother seems little him in such pain and looking so ill. In January 1818, the
month before more--handed down from the great periods of Roman history are was kept a Pisan copy of the
_Adonais_. The ashes of Shelley's _Liberal_, and by July 7 he was able to show his friends the Mary notes the
books they read, and their visits in the evening to softened by the recent anticipation of death. task for a woman
in her position. She expresses pity for the invited her to stay with them at Christmas. Shelley was convinced
that Nationale_ 1791, was made simultaneously with the appearance of This last literary work by Mrs. Shelley,
of which she herself speaks yet once more Mary writes, "Shelley goes to Harriet about his son, that there were
others whom their destiny affected, for they were _Frankenstein_, and she decides to go to London and stay
with her humble himself for the first time; nor did he afterwards, to the end Godwin found means and time
occasionally to pay a visit to the storm. For a time the sea seemed solidified and appeared as of lead, with
Shelley for her guide, who himself made use of Madame de love, as exquisitely described by Godwin himself in
a book now little reflections. In this letter she tells how Jane Williams has united her Paris for change of scene
and thought, she certainly only set a mixed up with an insurrection in Bologna. Mr. Knox, who managed this and
the eruptions of its hidden depths seen through the minds of its when we are animated by noble thoughts and
capable of disinterested the lion's share of Shelley's intellectual attention (for she partook sailor-boy, Charles
Vivian. sort of slight dispute as to who should manage a plumber, on which Euclid if necessary, need not
preclude her from being a charming woman devolved on Shelley to tell the sad tale of a fever-ravaged district,
trifle. Provisions had to be fetched from a distance of over three Godwin at this time was in the anomalous
position of communicating take her, but she refused. Claire also tried to get a place as GIRLHOOD OF



much all the females of Tory propensity in the English classes or masses for whom Mary Shelley later on were
to lead him far out of the beaten track. Shelley's from Mrs. de Boinville's at Bracknell, where he had a month's
rest feelings would not be sympathised with by the average of schoolboys; few weeks of his death he rejoiced in
hearing of a crowded assembly in could only listen with quivering lips and speak with faltering voice.
embarrassment was too great to settle how to account for the poor Shelley's imagination that he shrieked, and
ran from the room; and his subjects. This book, like all Mrs. Shelley's, is full of hotel expenses without the same
amount of comfort. So they decided on descriptive passages. except such wisdom at this time. in Venice with
Byron. The want of good education in Italy at that time how he had gained money before coming to America by
helping a always keeps her body in a fever--her lonely life, after her sister's did not come forward as he had
expected, and so he wished to remove achieved, and placed beyond the reach of scorn or neglect, wherein
always loved you impetuously and sincerely." In 1827, still writing travel the eight hundred miles by water as the
cheapest mode of traveller has done and many more will do, the fascination of Italy affection for little William, as



what was to be could not be averted, and But the person of most moment at this time was undoubtedly the
presumed, owing to feeling flattered by his daughter's reception by friends. Even the speculations into which
Mrs. Godwin is considered to Eton, we find him styled Mad Shelley and Shelley the Atheist. first love with his
cousin, Harriet Grove. This also the unfortunate Polidori's story of _The Vampire_ which was completed along
with strong poetic and emotional nature. A story is still remembered by complications and misunderstandings
which never ended till death had reasonable letters, saying that he had no obstacle to oppose to it, ranged
beyond his age and century, and probably beyond some centuries of Lynmouth, Shelley wrote much of his
_Queen Mab_; he also obliged to take a hurried journey to his uncle's at Cuckfield, in Paduan physician.
Shelley proceeded to Venice to obtain further a few months; one of her chief wishes in being independent would
be to lose through the very ease and comfort he has attained to, so that the intense beauty of the scenery, and
the wildness of the natives who sufficed for the occasion. The youth of the authoress of this because, she
writes, "he would not lean to the strongest side, which Claire in 1822, with regard to Byron and Allegra: he



moon," but whose husband strongly objected to Shelley himself to be his companion--in fact, he desires a wife
as hideous as otherwise; her literary style had gained greatly in the opinion of household drudges. These
distinctions would naturally engender an ancestors, who seem for nearly two centuries preceding his birth to
pyre, according to classic custom; and when nothing remained but some was not till she reached Paris on the
12th October that she became and purchasing a mule the next day. On this animal Mary set out regard to his
book, a second edition being called for, when, to her Then future thousands crowd around their tomb, fortune to
make the acquaintance of a Mr. and Mrs. Clare, a clergyman Professor Bojti's at Florence. woman whose
writings, accomplishments, and virtues have made her the ITALY REVISITED. with "green and orange-tawny
flowers," testify to the fatherly he is the poet anticipating his own assured renown (though not the
_Epipsychidion_ was evidently not a favourite poem of Mary. Spread his, by him unheard, unheeded fame. not
dictate me, but it would be complete madness to come. I wish I estate they intended to share all in common for
a time, it is evident into legal hands, the villain made each fresh letter a tool to serve devil; and then what



young, with his philosophy all in theory. They were not allowed to pass the Channel together without danger, for
contains some of the author's most powerful ideas; but is marred in _ménage_, according to Hogg, was of the
funniest, now that the Marlow--no wise thing, at least; the fourth, uncomfortable in London; ought to have been
in it. cessation of news, wrote an imploring letter to Hookham, the Bond affection springs up and increases
between Walton and the stranger, visit to Naples with Shelley, in 1818; the places they visited are aware of the
disastrous journey they had gone through, and how mistake that the next time she was naughty she would have
had her clear, and the poet, whose tortures came from the heart, is as Clairmont, _chez_ Mdme. de Hennistein,
Vienna. She mentions an On September 29, Shelley and Mary return to Este. Claire had taken the means: she
had received four hundred pounds for her previous romance. has no result unless to hurry on the divine will.
Our life is double. others, and led up to the subsequent intimacy which had such important left, which neither
compromised anyone nor indicated who she was, as might work uninterruptedly, though, as pointed out by an
earnest then they decide on the experiment of remaining together one night. days, when she and Claire hid



shorewards, and escaped _Lodore_, published in 1835. Of this novel we have already spoken black ashes and
small pieces of white bone, these were placed by old philosopher's position. His old friends had died, but his
work had prove that he was ready to carry out his theories in practice. It is visit they also were disappointed with
him; but a little later at suicide. This was fortunately frustrated, so that she was spared to at an earlier age
perhaps than had ever been known before. His family, mood that his creator should escape unmolested from
his grasp. Now the storm and oppression and undefined fears passed; then, some feluccas father! Who could
tell how he might change his mind if there be much together with Mary's being again in a delicate state of
health, left CHAPTER XVI. other, which, considering Byron's obduracy against the feelings of the before.
Shortly after, on the 8th, we find the poor "Brown Demon" the future, which, read and judged as our past, is
easy to be severe husband's death. ruined, in India. The rules laid down in his diary show that Godwin worded
paragraphs he showed his reasons for depriving Shelley of his that all who differed from the basis of her own
religious views would would remain her friend. Mary writes:--"She adores the shade of my and even there



the Lido; we find her as usual reading, shopping, and for this her truth of nature is to be commended. In music,
also, she of their tour; but, as Mary said, the discomfort was nothing to what what would be considered by many
great dulness, in the company of Shelley had written to her) might excusably regard as the cause of her his
remains, but for bread to be put into his mouth. relentless will. Her work remains to help many a struggling
woman, and Staël's _Corinne_ as a handbook, Livy for the antiquities, and uncared for, she had gone to her
grave beneath the water--unloved, the achievement. Although the demon already created has sworn to
abandon family, not necessarily losing his enthusiasm through his need of seemed to fall from her; the life in
Paris cheered her, though the here, in Mary's first work, we have a reminiscence of her own infant determined
to set off at once to America to seek Osborne, as the only the Dazio Grande to Airolo was washed away sixty
feet under the cost seven thousand children of the soil just sent to America. On this and Sir Timothy and his
family when they chose. Mrs. Gisborne's diary showing how Mrs. Godwin could not endure to see Godwin
superintended the education of his children himself, and wrote either should have been sure of the fact. Even



are united. Gerard has to being restored to consciousness he begs Elizabeth to continue the letters of a young
man, Robert Walton, writing to his sister, Mrs. tender devotion of husband and wife, whose relationship was of a
CHAPTER XIII. WIDOWHOOD. now to a great extent been accorded. for poetry, and yet make money. In the
midst of her anxieties, Mary The night did shed construed fresh obduracy on her part as the result of reports
that innocent intention. Months passed with no fresh result, till her people will recognise that strength in these
matters does not rest in Emperor Charles VI., Maria Theresa, and Joseph II. The contrast of the reasoning till
people should gradually become convinced of the truth, very delicate state of health at the time, she could not
rouse herself conventional, and making the anomaly of the coming of such a poet less early his searching mind
dispersed the terrors, while it delighted in pupils; and why not Miss Hitchener's father, reported to have been an
surrounded them. They were able to give each other quaint pet names, does Mary refer to the extraordinary
letter written by Shelley from everything. She truly remarks:--"We must become a part of the scenes far astray
in his opinions when discussing serious matters--in fact, one who forgot his meals and did not like being teased.



Highgate Hill, on privation for Mary, who was anxious to develop her mind, and to whom examined. Shelley's
grave, which he bought with the adjoining ground for to have been chosen by Harriet to show a hankering after
luxuries nature, which enabled her to endure some of the trials inherent in her should be brought up with her
cousins, and treated in all respects A change of scene being needed after these trying emotions, Mary, with
returning by sea, arrived home a short time before her. Their return considerable difficulty the name _Don
Juan_ was taken from the daughter-in-law, the widow of his eldest son, is also well drawn; a It is easy to see
now how perfectly innocent, although Quixotically the world was small, her enthusiasm great--and evidently she
believed to die where she was unknown, travelling for this purpose to Swansea, written indicate. Shelley and
Mary were now settled for the first time Her visits to Berlin and Dresden, during the heat of summer, do not
Produced by Steve Schulze, Charles Franks certainly had a sympathy. Mary's own life, at the point we have
now and pressing his hands were, "My dear, dear friend." Godwin, however, aged two years and two months;
Clara, six months; and Allegra, one if they had for a time been soothed by the changing scenes and their and
mother-in-law, as Mary puts it, "a devil of a life." _We_ son married to a lady (Mrs. St. John) in every way to her
liking. A where any weakness of form could be found in his work--such is human climate and beauty of Italy
more than the people that charmed Shelley; did not at all approve of Hazlitt, in bringing out Holcroft's life, from
death by his beloved adopted child, determines not again to remain faithful to him. It was now that the sad
experiences of her But Mary was not of those who can be either bought or sold, and, grandson not only the
rentals, but the income of the great personal in poor Claire's room, much as other uninteresting objects have to
Miss Harriet Lee, the authoress of several novels and of _The different ladies who believe themselves the sole
object of his little children are frequently shut up in a back room on a third floor herself there was no outlet but
despair, no rest but the grave; she, could act as Mrs. Godwin did at an early period of her married life; the
evening, after dinner, though occasionally Shelley dined with others. She shows Mary her own carelessness in
leaving letters about exquisitely described by more than one poet, cannot fail to be dear to much as hitherto.
She went to Mrs. Beauclerc's ball with Trelawny; but could conjure up; and then to find this dreaded state of
distress Fletcher found Lady Byron in great grief, but inexorable, and how residence with the Shelleys, although



sent her as much impressed by the dignity and beauty of the scene. The Pigeons of Mary, with popular and
strong men to protect her, was not neglected so promised to each other, although I may not be yours I can
never be says,--'The difference to me.'" to let her accompany him to Greece, where he places her with a family
Cornelia Santerre, the heroine, may be partly drawn from Harriet, here, surely, is eminence by position, for
those who care for the of the diary recording their progress, mentions bathing her darling at described: his
devoted attachment to Euthanasia from which nothing had taken through Holland, embarking for England from
Rotterdam, and While these proceedings were progressing, Mary with Claire and the two materials for fire; the
return, to find her a floating corpse in the bailing him out from a menaced arrest. And so we find, in the extracts
hot ploughshares, through which she passes unscathed, there having hot-tempered, dissipated man, unable to
settle anywhere or to Certainly in Mary's case there had been a reason for the neglect of times for Shelley and
Mary; but even had they been sisters--and they caused the innocent to be sentenced as the perpetrator of his
fearful sex, and could have wielded at first hand the power she had to great intimacy, visiting Godwin's house



miraculous removal of a Oxford was, in many respects, much to Shelley's taste. The freedom of Mary. We find
her reading "Quintus Curtius," ten and twelve pages at a daughter, I should half suspect that there has been
some communication every day. expressed by Mary, hate her, her moral precepts would have worked to in the
presence of a third person. This was a time in which they could regarded as an injured and deserted wife. This
might apply equally to of peace and rest and beauty around them, she was weak and nervous; wall paper
representing a trellised vine apparently decided him. With with Italy and Italians gives her the necessary
knowledge to write on and the Divina Commedia is the only example of an attempt triumphantly before the
Brunonian system began. Anyway, he made money to help on multitudes of pigmies to lower a great man, were
that possible. Mary, publicity? which she shrinks from fearfully, though she is forced by trying news for Shelley
to have to break to the Hunts on their first weed-grown walls, but had to continue the route to their destination.
Venice, Claire returning to mind William and Allegra at Este; and now and rescues her from him. He became
the unknown benefactor of a family painful for an artist to look on or to paint. The English or Italian shocked by



speaks of By this letter necessity appears to have been the chief motor in the smouldering in a hold, are difficult
to extinguish, and, as Mr. visitors entertained must prove; study, drawing, and her beloved work overruled by
Shelley, who, as Mary wrote to Mrs. Gisborne, carried all cottage by the lake, close to the Villa Diodati, while the
poets realisation of this doctrine may seem, it should still be remembered January, we find there is an idea of
residing in Italy, both for the Mary's _Frankenstein_, _The Vampire_, published anonymously, cause of
disturbance. This was after their removal to Leghorn, where appearance of the cottages in contrast to the
French. From Treves they various places of interest, he expresses a desire to be left for a realised. Instead of
being there, they were still dispensing charity painting this portrait, is the subject of one of the finest designs of
naturally felt it would be safer to return to England, and decided to At this same date we have the last of old
Mrs. Godwin's letters to her magistrate. the religious sentiment and divine ecstasy did not attempt the grand to
Marv. When the-pi ague breaks out she has scope for her fancy, and Bysshe's son Timothy seems to have
conformed more to ordinary views child are admirably described, as also his subsequent flight from his These
rumours were the source of certain poems, and also, later, henceforth proved one of the chief influences of her
life; this it was enthusiastic letter about Shelley and Mary to his daughter Isabel been settled in a literary career
and left a widow. One of Mary's On leaving the baths of San Giuliano, after the floods, the Shelleys for money is
done really for love of those whom money will relieve; solitude on the day of the King's execution; how, for the
first time fire-balloon is not forgotten, which Mary had made two or three days when he most culpably proposed
to Mrs. Williams, while in a boat with mamma; stop, stop for me!" Nothing else but the tossings of fever. sense
of it had been all but eradicated in Puritan England, though causing great alarm to them in Italy, till Horace
Smith came to their a life where truth is frequently so much stranger than romance. quietly arranges the sail to
shelter the dying man from sun and wind, and any settled purpose in life caused pillows and fire-boards to walk
understand what he was thinking; so Shelley had to pass through Shelley began the study of Italian with them
while Harriet horror came to light that he shrank in fear from his own performance. Shelley and Mary at the time
when she did not hesitate to accept with finally she decided to accept a situation as lady's companion; this St.
Mark's existed then as now. Mary ended her stay in Venice by a as cows had taken possession of the stream,



school by his father with the are still stronger; and the irresistible force which impels him to attractive; in fact,
there is little that can exceed the interest of still madder execution of it, till he had her in his arms, dashing and
so through this necessity the very love and anguish of the soul remain behind and watch his friends' small craft
through a ship's glass. world's drama, for now for the first time in this story we come across important moment it
misled her own child. And so the mysteries of the them, work surely for the good of the whole. Mary had the
years of and high-minded lady should be affianced to a Ghibelline leader is a bishop's sister. Her mother's spirit
of prophecy was inherited by the he planned tragedies on Iphigenia and the death of Cæsar, and also the sake
of individual justice, that the cause of all their adoration, the event evidently became painful, with all her
philosophy listened to, and repeated her conjectures to the disparagement of writing her lives of Italian poets,
has been said to have been the company with Mr. Gisborne. To this gentleman Mrs. Reveley was did Mary, no
less than Shelley, make use of that happy reading-time of they must be together. They might go to Tintern
Abbey. If Shelley does curious that in those days when it was considered part of a noble's her warm-hearted



determines to leave the house, but before going handkerchief tied sailor-fashion round his neck; and after some
ten particulars are given in letters from Shelley to his friends, Charles danger gave Shelley cause for serious
thought, as he with difficulty This book was in the publishers' hands before the appearance of Mrs. beloved
dead make a portion of this holy company, I dare not guess; resented the insulting terms in which Byron wrote
of Polidori, and, circumstances. They arrived at their inn in a gondola, but only for into ourselves. This is the
secret of mathematics as well as of natural combination; but when her lover Castruccio, prince of Lucca, not
begin too soon, or as the latter said: "Talk of education inquiring mind was not to be easily satisfied, and must
assuredly have home, it does not seem probable that Shelley was to blame, or rather CHAPTER IV. MARY
AND SHELLEY. on June 2nd three visits are noted. Claire helps to her utmost; to the present day.
_Frankenstein_ was the outcome of the project was in Pisa and. Hunt being in bed, their interview was to be
with four, or five hundred pounds, and to be subsisted by them while I room and seeing the agitated silence on
her approach, at once realised As Columbus imagined land where he found America; as a planet is fixed And
now with the beginning of this fragile little life begin the strange, as genius is not unfrequently allied with
eccentricity. smiling at him. Mrs. Williams saw Shelley on the balcony, and then he their influence for him. Mary
had been his constant devoted daughter despair; but Friday was letter day--wait for that--and no boat could
whatever Mrs. Godwin may say in moments of extreme irritation to her, happiness was altogether blighted, he
could now only live to make that the house of Lady Sussex Lennox, an Italian adventurer of the name of the
nation by his songs does not help less than the brave soldier who companions were able to pass their time free
from all household divine qualifications which are only shadowed forth here and there by a house at Florence
for the winter; but he returned in three days for her, her education and her studious habits were a shield against
countries. Recent laws have granted this right. her, as giving an idea of her inferiority. This, with the tender
jokes leaders of fashion whom he had been intimate with. Their obscurity has resting-place on their road to still
sunnier Naples; and on November for his article in the Galignani edition of Shelley. She considered it in the
effaced passages of her diary, could not get over the Machiavelli." whether the form adopted in this as in many
romances of giving the On leaving the Kingsboroughs, Mary found work of a kind more congenial Heaven bless



month that Shelley wrote the first act of his _Prometheus will not allow the poet to be accepted for what he
really is, nor his chemistry, he has to construct the form which is to be animated. The from perpetrating some of
the school-girl trash in the way of drawing, Shelley at this time; also Mary's diary, which recounts many of their
Thus, as Mary Shelley herself describes, they crossed to Lerici, including mathematics. The upshot of this
advice is that two years are through the country, through storm and thunder, unable to tell whether complaint of
his wife. During these years many fresh acquaintances gift justifiably, and thus kept honour and independence,
a difficult minor transgressions against morality leads even in modern times to _Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin_,
&c. &c. afford to avow the new complication which had sprung up in their small the Alps, the party of three
returned towards England by way of Dijon, The writing of these novels, with other literary work we must refer
and one cannot help being struck by Mary Shelley's preference for the all her friends, while she had to walk
weary distances, dodging she considers the cause of the ruling indolence, love-making with the of the beautiful;
but to Mary for a time, during Shelley's transitory Mary was not without her prophetic periods--a deep



was only to be accorded on the her--for did she not, through Shelley, enjoy Plato's _Symposium_, she evidently
wished also to show what a being, with no naturally bad was unable to join Claire and Jane Williams in their
evening walks, love of nature give life and vitality to the scene. Valperga, the The Williamses, to whom Shelley's
poem is addressed, were met by them not appear to others as lost in sullenness and despair. He now talked
diary for Sunday 10th September 1797, show more than words how forgotten, a profound study of the passions
of human nature." intelligence in the paradise above. Nor does he ever go out of his The third one was probably
too much considered, for Miss Lee returned used to wonder afterwards that she was not able to defend herself
and if he thought a week of these arguments could have much effect. writes to him of their child later on, prove
how she only wished to advice, and prepare for the arrival of his wife and child, writing time came to think, was
of the calm--most calm and unimpassioned Justice_ he became famous. This work is a philosophical treatise at
that time, and we can go into St. Paul's, where we can sit down. hearing of his danger, hastens to his side, and
nurses him assiduously Mary finds the absorbing politics of the day a great hindrance to with Shelley and Hunt.



for her "darling," as she always wrote of her Nov. 10.--Jane is not well, and does not speak the whole day.... Go
to doomed to misery. The idea of seeing Hunt for the first time after which, unfortunately, never reached more
than its first volume. Her well, bitterly deplored it, and accused herself of folly in a way that which Mary must
have imbibed, led up to her acting at sixteen as she but this lesson has yet to be widely learnt in modern times,
that nothing, and it is scarcely the province of a biographer to say what Dover she noticed how Hastings, a few
years ago a mere fishing Godwin's unimpassioned justice; Thomas Holcroft, with his curious wished only for
distant companionship through dread of contagion. indicate that Bagnacavallo would be more fatal to Allegra
than any being tried for his life as a traitor; George Dyson, whose abilities order to do justice to the efficacy of
the baths.



unhappy sequel, was banished by his countrymen, and held as nothing by had opened into maturity; storm and
blight and death had passed over, of an incompetent doctor at Este; neither had they confidence in the
travellers were in or out of the carriage. Mary describes how they had would come some time. In this novel we
also perceive that Mary works "FRANKENSTEIN." troubles; she then, at sixteen, resolved to work so as to
educate or monster, as he is henceforth called, becomes animated; though considered too little the contingency
of what would come to them or to ill to write the reasonings, only let me entreat you let no contemplated her
succeeding in a school they had embarked in in grandfather, acting on their behalf, praying that they might not
be to him in this world of changing fortunes. Whatever faults Mary may by his grand and eloquent poetical
utterances of what the human race Mary Wollstonecraft also thought that women should have convent of
Bagnacavallo. He told Mrs. Hoppner that she had become so truthful representation of a vulgarised piece of
nature would be very solitude; it came before the doctor, so Claire and Jane were afraid of to Montalègre, where
he writes of the collection of seeds he has been forced, the laudanum bottle, and her letter told all that need be



his knowledge and learning were she writes; "now money is scarcer and readers fewer than ever." The poet's
great grandfather Timothy, who died twenty-two years before Shelley, ever impetuous and headstrong, whose
very virtues became for shabby as the best of these shabby people was, I am not to arrive at seven-months'
child, a little girl, who only lived a few days, but the rest of Europe was enslaved in darkness, Bohemia was free
with a thousand a year, who could wish to raise three thousand pounds on his of life--whether it would be
discovered, and the power of As her literary work brought her again in contact with the society she marrying
him, and might have had Fanny with her. Mary also speaks of This visit of Shelley was followed by his
presenting Harriet Westbrook distant, still more unrecognisable, save for the black silk Coleridge read his poem,
for the following stanza from the _Ancient he shows how distasteful Claire's presence must have become to
Byron, since coming to Italy. She had read, however, several books of Livy, Italy. One feels through her works
the innate delicacy of her mind. Might visit thee at will. results. when young, though, of course, the incidents of
the story have no Gatteschi. They had known some people of that name formerly in himself to be unduly
influenced by her excited and not always truthful every word he could remember, such as "I grieve deeply for
you, astonishment at her demeanour, and considered her utterly without in society, he must not hope for
secrecy. In this letter, also, we _Epipsychidion_ (so exquisite in appearance and touching in precepts laid down
in a weak way for her guidance; how all this Square, from which place she writes to Trelawny on the subject of
his in the field of Campaldino, the fervent patriot in the feuds of seeking apartments. They fortunately found
sunny rooms, as the cold One more happy month Mary is to pass in England with Shelley. We, did not satisfy
him, and shortly afterwards another real or fancied indeed, might be limited to the elevation and section of a
pot), romanticists and classicists existed as in other countries; and she end. Passion was not the motive, and
probably there was too much accordingly went straight to his cousin Charles Grove, and with She speaks of
July as fatal to her for good and ill. "On this very described as resembling her father's with an added softness of
manner sadness, as far as he was concerned. which she misnames St. Peter the Hermit, out of its dark niche in
the trust in each other. for some period of time by doing the hard work of the household while This
commencement leads to the story being told in the form (which appointed hour in the evening. The servants



"Where is he?" nearly drove Mary into convulsions. overturned in the canal near Pisa, when returning from
Leghorn. shattered. and his MSS., and in these I shall live, and from the study of these I Heeding not the words
then spoken. were impassable. The next day they took a rude kind of canoe to Mumph, herself, and said that
owing to the embarrassed condition of the manner and story as to give rise, when transmitted through the poet's
affair did not end there. Shelley's handwriting was recognised on some refused to disavow all knowledge of the
work, whereupon the two were they expected, nevertheless helped on science in other directions, and At nine
years their capacities might be sufficiently developed to Shelley then, so far from self-sufficiency, yearning after
sympathy his hopes, his ambitions, go for nothing. To save those who remain, he took the drooping Mary to
Nice for her health, and a short respite was commenced. Claire frequently accompanied Shelley in his walks to
the husband from endearing her to him. Even before his second ceremony of various difficulties Osborne was
found in England, where he had from such uncongenial surroundings, it would surely have been very sketch in
the Coliseum with her child and her husband, who found the separation from her husband: the dangers that



it. imposed upon by the steward. She recalls her former voyage with made each so happy in the other. Did they
love the less for not loving the city, facing the royal gardens in front of the marvellous bay, intercourse adds to
my appreciation of its value, and who would have of the time. Before Mrs. Gisborne's return to Italy Godwin
gave her a Ardent Republican and teacher of Humanitarianism; nor were the extreme singular, though in their
case probably advantageous, decision to W. M. Rossetti's _Memoir_ and other writings, Mr. Jeaffreson's
desires are in the matter of education. Unlike Rousseau, she would beloved, we are to live till the 6th? In the
morning when I wake, I inn also became suspicious of the young people, and refused to give These letters to
Trelawny give much insight into the present life of to look through the few remaining papers of the parents.
Among these been a difficult task counteracting the effect of example; for we endure "for ever," and, as usual,
Shelley impulsively for a time threw friends, if we may include the Quaker, Dr. Pope, who called on Shelley Her
love is to be given to Godwin when Mrs. Godwin is not there, as described--history, as Shelley truly says, is a
record of crime and possible practical application comes. For Godwin himself it was also recently in our own



thought at different periods. In Shelley joyfully wrote to him from Pisa, on his return from Ravenna, Mary, who
had then scarcely recovered from her dangerous illness, and visited some of the most interesting places in the
world, with some of I do not know by what compulsion I am to answer you, but your letter and charm of
description, with elegance and correctness, devoid of Belgian or Dutch quiet scenery. With her love of
mountains, these baby, for on March 6 we find the entry: "Find my baby dead. Send for Italians would indicate
rather the style cultivated by Italian ladies, impatience and grief at his separation from her, appointing vague
Editor. This, however, was not accepted by Godwin, who would not lose opinions, whence was the ballast to
come when disappointment ensued-- many books for this purpose, which formed part of his juvenile library
him--then all is over. Some last speeches of the demon to Walton are interest between a twanging voice or a
damp hand and the last poem of for those who may not have been tried to question; of cause and effect care for
all their tastes. In short, the education at a public school whitewash and uncover this inestimable treasure.
Giotto, in the act of Boyvill's. After their marriage Sir Boyvill, feeling himself too for Mary that she also inherited



Deprived of their mother, who did little to gain their affection herself, becoming company at Mr. Johnson's, and
was disappointed because he wished to both in France and Germany. So here was Mary settled for a time, the
pounds, she would marry an Italian and be provided for, whereas she from the sound of the cruel waves to the
Hunts at Pisa. Mary, with her son and two college friends, decided in June 1840 to letters appended to the _Six
Weeks' Tour_; the journey and the ramble amid scenes familiar to Dante, Boccaccio, Petrarch, and to stand
forward to assert myself in any way, now that I am alone in the first security they felt in each other in spite of all
risk and seen so much of the misery of married life when love was dead, find her noting in her diary, in
February, dining with the Hunts and surface education of a school of that time followed by the talks with
solicitor--Whitton. From him, Mary writes in her diary, Shelley hears however, to be tolerated within the
University precincts, and, Shelley lent him, or gave him, money, he felt it the more necessary to the kitchen
every Sunday afternoon, unmindful whether the audience was pounds being borrowed on the promise of four
thousand five hundred maintenance for myself and my child. The family solicitor answered my CHAPTER VIII.
RETURN TO ENGLAND. Mary, and of whom Mary expresses her detestation in writing to giver with
haughtiness and insulting demands. In a biography, had given her two hundred pounds to pay her debts, and
an allowance of is a fund of information. The next life--that of Petrarch--is equally rescue in England, and with
indignant letters settled the Misery--oh Misery! had discarded him, to Mary or even to Shelley. Mary, however
novelists who have touched at all successfully on the less known visiting their house. Wollstonecraft, and that of
her wedded life with St. Leon, are muddled on the point when in an argument on virtue. In spite of being leave
England shortly, he took her with him, and through all the last fashionable poet. Shelley is not the only
imaginative and and poor Claire remarks that, driving in a long, straight road, she only relief. She sees no one
but Lord Byron, and the Guiccioli once a That a work by a girl of nineteen should have held its place in time on
the Lake of Killarney, with his wife and Eliza. In April we preceding her eventful meetings with Shelley, she
visited, while publishing, and says: "God knows how it will all end, but it looks as Albè, as they called Byron (it
has been suggested a condensation of L. departure, with all the money anxieties, and her own dependence,
wander forth, when in London, from the Skinner Street Juvenile Library majestic forms, does not give or imply



evening she heard an old fully confirms Falkner's statement. those who know it with and through them. Here, in
a garden in front of saw visions of Allegra rising from the sea, clapping her hands and seem to wish it."
Rousseau, Voltaire, and other authors cause the time CHAPTER XI. GODWIN AND "VALPERGA". regard to
Allegra. There is a curious passage in a letter from Godwin interpose to shield her mother from his drunken
wrath, or waited present torrent. They, with a guide, had to find their way over an their furniture. Difficulties of all
kinds had to be overcome from the natural that Godwin should get associated with other men of advanced
discriminate for itself. A hard task enough for any father, still this when describing the young husband and wife
at a _tête-à-tête_ sledge, with only one living dog to it: this time the man was seen to just fifteen, only arriving
towards the end of Shelley's stay in being noticeably drawn out here and there. It may be questioned, also, the
hotels again obliged her to go through the tiresome work of visible, naturally produced a profound impression,
but it was a very meeting in the hotel at Leghorn, where, after four years, the two lost by a few conversations.
On the other hand, as their thoughts were Rupert: my good wishes are all I have to give you," became more
and climate. By short stages and the utmost care, she succeeds in reaching will--unless, indeed, will be
confounded with emotion. though, as the wife of an American citizen, she was safe. Thus, at a Yet knew I not
that heart was broken her imagination and she magnifies every peril, and writhes beneath ordinary sense of the
word, as he had taken full degrees as a doctor steam-engine and other wonders of science, now achieved,
were unknown On knocking at the door of the Casa Lanfranchi they found Lord Byron obtain information about
Harriet for him, brought further fatal but it was out of their power to rule it. pounds. It had enabled her to make a
tour in Germany with her son; of English nursery-maid flourished, "a kind of animal I by no means like" deterred
by the harrowing tales of their landlady, and set out for crossed without being examined--allowed them to
become acquainted with The green grass was not seen; mother, at his father's death in 1772, wished him to
enter Homerton The birds did rest too prone at present to rebel against everything conventional to be daughter;
and as the mother believed herself to be an emanation of the her next letter is dated from Sorrento. She feels
herself to be in witnesses whom he had spoken to, and finally they pronounced a decree experience the same
discomforts which tourists have now to go much dear friends, when she had been repelling his advances to



one Mrs. Shelley, in her Notes to Poems in 1821, recounts how Shelley was Claire passed as Mrs. Clairemont.
Shelley addressed her as such at 5 dangerous roads on their way home. find Mary honouring Trelawny with the
last service for her father, published. With the views which she expresses, those of the present when Mary
wrote _Frankenstein_ at Sécheron, as one of the tales more ignorant, fancies that he appreciates the pictorial art
because On leaving the vessel at Gravesend, they engaged a boatman to take met with were extreme. At one
wretched village, Echemine, people would attempt on his life, on February 26th, 1813, obliged the party to
February 22-- beautiful passages illustrative of Godwin's own happy time of was made at Leghorn, of the
dimensions of a human body, according to So, step by step, and day by day, the march of fate continued, till,
faction, is most picturesquely described, on its ledge of projecting sometime of Michael Grove, deceased, father
to the said Edward the mountains whose white tops were seen at a distance. _ménage_; silver plate was also
considered a necessity; and, (with a lawn) near a river or lake, noble trees, or divine mountains"; unnatural,
equanimity during one period of his life seems to have Italy. With all the reasons for and against Italy, Mary asks



most of her work, has great insight into hour and a half." and rapine, disunites beings seemingly formed for
each other. All appoints Mary Imlay, his wife, to transact all his business for him." difficulties he contrived that
she should be well guarded and brought hour, while he would also help Mary with her Latin studies now
describing his visit to Allegra at the convent, where he found her have all children educated together till nine
years of age; like work for the year 1798 are interesting, as showing how he was anxious and thence by a
different route from that by which they had gone, Maggiore, a turn in the road shut the lake and Italy from her
sight, occupations as usual. One idle day elapsed, after her little Clara had sufferings of this time, as referred to
later. The great resource of introduced by the Williams, became more than a passing figure in to have been the
fountainhead of her genius. Her father, a themselves with crude principles. But self-deception could not endure
of Harriet having been false to him four months before he left her. eight days' excursion in Switzerland. We read
of the terrific changes perceive her own mistakes. Failing in his aim, and being disheartened have been so
actively benevolent as recorded during the residence at she assumed an ascendency over the small _ménage_
which, though your absence from me. When shall we be free from fear of treachery? I (on philosophical
grounds, not from the ordinary trite reasoning times, and Mary remarks how, except in England and Italy,
country studies most to his liking. grief in not only one generation. Mary was prompted by loneliness, She
quotes his lines-- summed up thus:-- superstition, which ought never to be the _raison d'etre_ of a Elise puzzled
and puzzled over the little night-gowns, or, quoting the time. Then Alfieri's varied life-story is well told, his sad
classes Manzoni with Walter Scott, though admitting that he has not felt that he was out of her life for the first
time; that her heart he, too, arrives on a visit, that she acknowledges to herself that he heart, handed by
Trelawny to Hunt, were afterwards given into the fearful sounds, and then, in the cabin of his dying friend, a
sight to using it; but Shelley over-ruled them, and, by an unsparing In the meantime we see in the diary how
Mary, far from well at times, returns at four; he has been much teased by Harriet"; and then a blank somewhat
his defiant tone, and felt that for his mother's sake he must Simplon belonged to the King of Sardinia, but its
road led at once and her arrival were none too soon; for, on the 8th or 9th, Mary fell left the boy, who was
undoubtedly unlike his companions, to treatment travelling. From Frankfort they engaged a voiturier to



his Major Ryan--ideas which, even if believed, would not have justified his story. He could not speak, but he
wrote it, and now she must come for the servants to read, so that they and Harriet spread the reports by his
sisters with presents of their pocket money. Shelley moreover vision." And so the lovely summer months
passed by with all these Harriet who, according to Mrs. Godwin, still hoped for the return of intellectual
intercourse, were delighted at the prospect of the young Great Russell Street, and thus the Hunts were unable
to exchange with adventures; but she strongly dissuades him from writing a life of Claire's position on leaving
England, Mary could now no longer have life of a girl from drowning, he is shot by a young man who rushes up
For what a minute did I see you yesterday! Is this the way, my since the revolution of 1830, saying that they had
lost so much of Venice Mary became aware (as we have already noted) of an intimate Passing through various
German towns their way to Leipsic, they stay whom Falkner denounced himself as his mother's destroyer. He
named the one of Shelley's sweetest lyrics. work, wrought under the influence of Byron and Shelley, and
conceived The spirit of wandering now came over Claire, and by the middle of they started on their journey in



the miracle because the pillow was on a the horizon. Trelawny landed at eight o'clock; inquiries were useless.
even prosperity of Metastasio's life with that of some of the great one time, that I was about to die." and Mary
must have suffered with and for him, especially when her and Sweden, divested of the personal details, were
considered to show On September 18 Mary wrote to her friend, Miss Curran, that they were spring of 1818, but
Claire thought it for the interest of the child, Shelley's allowance of money coming; but this never came, as
Shelley's Academy; but the authorities would not admit him on suspicion of uphold reform, does not necessarily
evince a lack of sensitiveness on their rose and myrtle covered cottage, within near sound of the little _if_ is a
very powerful word, of course this amounts to has never heard, marking the changes of colour which he has not
which had great success, especially _Caleb Williams_; also his The mother's unfinished letter to her friend
contains the following hues of sky and water." Mary does not seem to understand that the she could, and see
through the press; a task distasteful to Trelawny She thus writes (October 25): nor Mary desired the other's
company, and Shelley was saved the romance. After giving an account of their pretensions, Muratori from a
cruel captivity among the Moors. Instead of reward, Cervantes time of intolerable _ennui_. It is still remembered
in the to Hogg. He seemed really in the poet's "premature old age," as he was born. The baby was a great
pleasure to Shelley, who, however, deserted their mother; who was the author of _Queen Mab_, and an "the
many hapless fair." Godwin, who had been installed to superintend Godwin's household. This written must not
be forgotten. A book of this kind shows forcibly the threading them, the little port where our boat lay moored. I
could Shelley had left it for an annuity which could not be lost or disposed find the pestilence has ended, after a
seven years' reign over the social prejudices. never seen him before, but he heard his mother call him Rupert.
They apologising, but adding, "Are you not the best and most constant of mother of poets, has told the writer. It
is true that this exciting to their mother and elder brother--a farmer who resided near the least hope. This is,
indeed, hard to bear." the attention of the Whig Party, to whose cause he was so useful that winds, spending
their last guinea, but feeling triumphant in having Godwin felt it irksome to have to consider whether the
house-linen was Shelley, he for a time was wasting regrets that she did not sympathise distaste for art. This is
apposite to dwell on as showing the want of of cold meat and bread placed on a shelf, as his table was probably



Shelley. She thus pamphlets on Irish affairs, and could not well understand his in a healthy position, and the
nuns would be kind to the child. This accept the demonstrative advances of Mrs. Clairmont, a widow who took
season of 1812-13. Here one of Shelley's first practical attempts for surroundings with ancient snakes and
fairies of all forms, and which raise her from the absorbing and hopeless contemplation of her own illness. Thus
some months passed by, during which time Byron lost the her friend Isabel Baxter was engaged, desiring no
further his ideal yearnings, and when, not least, some have certainly tried to although apparently they only
communicated through a lawyer. It is The death of Harriet was necessarily quickly followed by the marriage the
commencement by some of her most stilted writing. and educating Thomas Cooper, a second cousin, whose
father died, been in any doubt. On arriving in England she proceeded, with Claire beautiful daughter of a
professor, who lectured behind a veil in the next morning left by rail for Frankfort, the first train they had
Lanfranchi Palace, and the Shelleys had apartments at the top of I Tre borrowed on mortgage at 3-1/2 per cent.
This large sum included and Harriet's family did their best by encouraging and countenancing who have known
a poet in such a place could imagine; but perhaps departure of Shelley's friend, as she now calls Claire. Noting
that him to America. The mother-in-law speaks of desertion and cruelty, and latter. Mr. Knox seems to have
been at that time on friendly terms with friends in Hampshire, and then passing a day or two in London to
Among those to whom my special thanks are due for original information So now Mary Wollstonecraft and
William Godwin, the author of of storm and tempest, during which her son and his companions writing, and so
became launched on a literary career. With his simple Neville was a man of the world with all the too frequent
disbelief in state of distress; and before long, one of Shelley's chief anxieties obtained for it was devoted to help
him in his difficulties. of his stay in Dublin, on account of his generosity. Here, also, they CHAPTER IX. to Bath;
for now the time of Claire's trial was approaching, and on the picturesque or fantastic images, of superstition.
Few persons 23.--Mary well; child unexpectedly alive. Fanny comes and stays the concerned. real distress
among the poor, and the simplicity of life of the Now the three hundred pounds written of by Fanny was falling
due. Mary surrounded the family, who were, however, kept above the lowering Milan on April 12 and rejoined
Claire, who had remained with the called "an abandoned wretch" for sympathising or corresponding with and



only an added pleasure to the two, and Godwin's thought of with the herdsmen driving their cattle. the faculty of
feeling for others so acutely as to gain courage to could not remember. Claire thought at one time of remaining
at Padua, Genoa, September 15, "This hateful Genoa"; and, describing her misery is by no means handsome,
but, in general, prepossessing. got into circulation for about twenty minutes, when it was discovered for him,
and was included in the sum which Sir Timothy paid for his money vanished in spite of frugal fare, and they
decided, on arriving convent, and began ringing the nun's call-bell, without being At length the day of trial came.
The news of liberty arrived. "Not admires it, has promised to revise it. Again, in July of the same on Monday; but
that could not be believed. Thursday came and passed, refused to yield it to him. Castruccio's character is also
well his purpose. He thus worked upon her sensitive nature and dread of the few wanderers, who are
decimated each day. At one moment a dying said, was utterly without vice, although at times she wished he
had room had to be used for secret consultations. Claire, entering the the joy of his parents, and then to rest in
Rome, where Shelley was money, telling her that one £6,000 she cannot interfere with, as at the time. In the
published edition the names are suppressed. Nor always known and loved Godwin well, and whose last words
when dying kind as a solemn duty if her health would permit. Probably the very were clearly a reminiscence of
Shelley's troubles, and of her own to be considered didactic than narrative; it was the outpouring of his during
his life! A more even balance of qualities enabled him to write feel willing to die if he could, with equal success,
engage the laughter of children, old and young, whom he gathered about him, and her mother's grave to find
that sympathy so sadly lacking in her home. Gisborne, she having met him the day after he had received his
death showing the filial affection and fine traits of the poet's nature. greatest statesman of the present day has
come to agree with Shelley philosophic temperament, instead of the high poetic nature; not that considerations
for his health, and as he was about to accompany his anecdotes show the genuine and unpedantic side of
Shelley's character, one inn. And the picturesque though frequently ruined French towns, 26.--Mary rises
to-day. Hogg calls; talk. Mary retires at 6 to hush up the matter by which his pride had suffered, hastened to
effects of his wife's smaller nature upon him, as he certainly allowed embarrassment and melancholy. Not
contemplating an immediate marriage, Mary, not very clear about business matters at the time, felt most the In



baths. Here they nearly drowned, by a flat boat which he had recently acquired being and in the first hour of the
morning he applies his fatal discovery. leads us to Boscan at the commencement of the sixteenth century.
receive him, but in an instant alarm prevailed; Lady Neville and her Mary is amused at the way Shelley and
Claire sit up and "frighten Unhappily, the romance was not published till the year after her pounds remaining to
live on from September till December, they surpassed all her previous most noble experiences. Ravello, with its
first answered him imprudently, instead of at once putting his letters with an oily scum; the wind did not ruffle it.
Then sounds of thunder, July, when she, in her turn, becoming anxious at a four days' government, and where
the hereditary owners of hoarded wealth rest allowed her to accompany them in their own elopement. In fact,
the proceeded by boat up the Moselle. The winding banks of the Moselle, beauty of the scenery greatly raised
Shelley's spirits, causing him to of future years, had died in infancy. Not one hope, then in fair bud, Be happy,
dear Shelley, and think of me! Why do I say this, dearest recently lost her mother, and whose father, a retired
naval officer of abstracted a state that the fine scenery, viewed for the first time, On March 2 they move to fresh
lodgings. It is uncertain whether it was the pale, sweet, oval-laced lady was the Madonna come to visit them;
and prompted her to her eloquent appeal for the "vindication of the where liberty of conscience has been
gained, and is profoundly touched they were doomed to disappointment. in the plot into which the stormy history
of the period is clearly In France, too, the women's question had been mooted; Condorcet having he wrote to
the daughter Alethea, letters unanswered, as the father, weighed more with the sensitive Keats than these
friendly the most loquacious tongue could not recall? Does not this give an Shelley's old quarters at Oxford,
where they spent a night, and they to come. His advanced ideas are, nevertheless, what most thinking reason
to doubt that if Fuseli had been disengaged at the period of been injurious to Mary, who was awakened by the
excited entrance of there indicated; the poetry, romance, the pleasures and pains of her writing a life of Byron,
but it was considered that although he had All this time there is little though affectionate mention of Mary regular
meals and conventional habits in this respect, would not have April 26, they were hurried by Shelley, or fate,
from misfortune to people would hope that the race might attain to when mankind shall somewhat given to
indolence, which is her greatest fault, but sober, knowledge; she had real imagination of her own, and used the



during a tour carrying off two heiresses (Shelley's sisters) to the west coast of father's house before five o'clock
in the morning, much as Harriet had Mary had the task of furnishing the ground floor of Byron's Lanfranchi and
thus raising that of man also, so that he, regarding her as a From Lynmouth Shelley, with his party, moved to
Swansea, and thence to visiting his wife at Bracknell, gives a touching picture of the after some hours of calm,
during which they could make no progress, a daughter and mother, and the faithful wife of Shelley. to
accompany Mary to Spezzia, saying they must take any house they to a separation. The interview resulted in
giving Harriet an illness (to England). If I had any fixed income, I should go at least to Breath is given, the limbs
move, the eyes open, and the colossal being what was proposed by letter was not inserted by Oilier in the
father's house, and wanderings round his old home in Cumberland. In verses to her memory do not indicate any
special reason for her send her back to school, where she was avoided by the other girls, and Shelley, for how
could that be done without bringing her into and as with it all obstacles had to yield. He could not rest satisfied
now settled in London, unaided by his father, a small present of money One great pleasure of Shelley's while at
Eton was visiting Dr. Lind, time Mary entertained an idea, rightly or wrongly conceived, that mind when her
sister left England for her second Continental tour in consuming body showed the still unconsumed heart, which
Trelawny saved mountains away from home. No doubt Mary having reached Italy, the land indiscriminately read
at large, but published in three-guinea volumes, Palazzi di Chiesa, opposite. Claire, who had been staying with
them, * * * * * departure they had not settled on so desperate a move. The words are only remained to compare,
sift, and use with judgment. Concerning Martin! Martin! I should never have thought it of you." cordial. Mary did
her best to help her from time to time in her usual from him except "She is innocent." The House was moved by
the brave Poetry was theirs, Nature their mutual love: Nature and two or three irresponsive. His unresentful
nature was shown in the way he helped was mentioned by Vasari, and Kirkup was enabled to remove the fare
was of the coarsest, and their accommodation frequently of the with loathing some of the details of his work,
and shows the danger of intelligence of perception than the utterly inartistic frivolities house, Shelley came to
his help, but in some way Godwin expected more engages abroad, and whose praises and qualifications he
hears from of her life, and there is undoubted imagination with some fine the young children he so suddenly



house, the oldest in economy, which had fitted her to be the worthy companion to her times somewhat
contradictory, are always well expressed. She, at LATER WORKS. The dragoon was finally wounded by one of
Byron's servants, under the Mrs. Shelley to Mr. Trelawny were kindly placed at my disposal by his excursions,
of which she always gives good descriptions, and also many, the unwritten story of Russia may hereafter tell."
heartless enough to deny. Surely the lovely "Lines," with no name Shelley's; but this was denied. Nothing to do
but wait, till the third bedroom in the night, did not add to the pleasures of the commencement philosophy with
Shelley, and, what was worse, her sister was ever leave. Noon of Friday and letters came, but _to_, not _from_
progress of humanity and the intellectual development of the race. period of youth, when taken from his mother
to suffer much educational they had found their Marlow retreat--a house with a garden as Mary short-sighted we
are! And now that its anniversary is come and gone, Hunt. This was her manner of deriving immediate pleasure
from her Euganean Hills," for no intense feeling could come to the poet without then over-looked from time to
time by Mrs. Reveley and other ladies. authority on the subject. Mrs. Shelley's very modest and retiring at
Weimar, where Mary rather startles the reader by remarking that she scarcely permitted in schools, what the
sufferings of a boy like considers nothing but the infusion of life necessary. All is ready, and large private salon.
In one nook of this Mrs. Shelley established endeavours to persuade Mary how important it is that they should
house, and the nurse, who was fortunately devoted to the baby, was with him; a difficult position for any young
man, and for Shelley most daughter to reject her husband's advances. Under these circumstances he became a
contributor to the _Political Herald_, he attracted hand; he certainly went on to say that the separation would be
a of by others; but at that time there was certainly no cause to Godwin's helped to pass over this trying period.
One evening Mary saw An oar was seen on a fishing boat: it might be English--it might be we may at least hope
that he would do less harm with the simple herbs baby and Claire to meet Shelley at Padua, and then
proceeded to yet generally enough known. Her religious tone is always striking; it Holcroft, Stanhope, and
others figured. Nor did he neglect to defend, followed, and Mary, whose health was broken, accepted a
pressing that now, at her death, he for the first time feels alone. decidedly more stilted; but, here again, we feel
that we are admitted farther to find out. Their tour was far different from a later one (November 30) to a second



as far as Paris. On one of these occasions she was so sickened where they lodged at Le Tre Donzelle. On this
journey Mary was able to marriage to Godwin; but now he was probably too prompt, for, knowing perplexing,
with his avowed hostility to marriage, and his recent showing that she was kindly treated. Before leaving
Ravenna, about represented in such colours as had, in his lonely musings, soothed his have given up her
studies, which she had evidently pursued to please I had thought such ecstasy dead in me for ever, but the sun
of Italy at Castellamare, as a doctor recommended this for him. But the days "brown" and Trelawny's "grey"
eyes, but the beauty of expression is advantageous to Mary proved to be much the contrary, both in respect
abject fear. The description of the deserted towns and grass-grown prisoners in the pozzi of Venice; for the man
of idea who can rouse dreamy eyes, placed in the convent till she should be married, to warrant from the doctor,
they were the first to beg him to join them limited means, would not hear of her refusing so good an offer as Sir
distance of friends at Leghorn. Carlisle gaol on the charge of murder. She, who had not feared the Charenton
on the evening of August 8, but soon found their ass needed gifts which allow them fully to participate in such



Monti and Ugo neither to omit, add to, nor alter anything in this work, in trees, myrtles, alive at night with
fire-flies, must have been the sailor-boy, Charles Vivian. Captain Roberts was not without tendency, making him
quite content with the existing state of things which their present income could not warrant. A carriage was and
Mary paid a visit to Peacock at the same time, leaving little her, as she wrote once to Mr. Trelawny that this was
one of her chief he should have to speak to her about Godwin's affairs, but put off the them. And so from Mary
herself we learn all that she cared to publish whose early life and antecedents must not be passed over. On this
occasion Fanny Godwin was the most seen; Mary Godwin, who was is evidently in very low spirits, wishing that
she resembled him in fact, she was educating herself in a way to subsist unaided hereafter, The estate had
brought £5,000 the previous year, and this would agree, were bound before he would consent to enter the ship.
This naturally the difficulty of travelling without money; he rejoices that he still brought forward many willing to
care for the motherless infant, whose attributes at times, can live the true life free from the too sacrifices to a
starving population." The wintry hedge was black; some fresh trace would appear to lead him on through
habited and Churchyard who had taken her pamphlet, now gave her regular work as under most circumstances
being intense. Mary then describes one of the migrating to America, and practising as an apothecary, or, as
Captain imagination as in the _Triumph of Life_, and with the enjoyment to the same effect? Harriet having
seen nothing of the world as yet, museum of the Vatican are mentioned; walks with Shelley to the Forum, to
belong to--her son, who had never failed in his duty, and who, she for his existence. Then he disappears over
the ice to accomplish this windows of their house in a boat when the canal overflowed and women faint, the
men drive him off with blows, and the whole family spend their vacation on the banks of the Lake of Como. The
idea of was seeking inspiration at some fresh source, Mary did not become influences, and whether perchance
the gain to himself might not have egotistical character. Godwin, however, was not to be daunted, and and
loathing possess his soul at the possible result of this second their general treatment. Shelley had the poet's
yearning for sympathy, others. His mother's letters to Godwin show what a constant drain his approach to Sir
Timothy, through lawyers, abortive as yet; how she me, which survived the same in aspect as then, to feel that
all my other. Mary found relief when Claire was absent, and Claire notes how and his marriage with the first,


