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Introduction: How Are
Gender and the
Environment Connected?

Environmental challenges are widely recognized as important
issues for the international community to address. Climate
change, loss of biodiversity in forests and oceans, natural
disasters, dependence on polluting energy sources: all of these
are environmental issues that have captured the attention of
people and policymakers around the world. Environmental
issues are typically understood to be complex and trans-
boundary, but they are not always recognized as being gen-
dered. This book provides an introduction to the links
between gender and the environment by analyzing some of
the key issues and topics within global environmental politics
(GEP) through gender lenses. In particular, it identifies sus-
tainability and justice as two central goals within GEP in
general. Actors seek sustainable solutions to environmental
challenges, and many also strive to ensure that these solutions
are fair and just. Including gender in discussions and evalu-
ations of these aims is both necessary and helpful.

There are both instrumental and ethical reasons for reflect-
ing on the connections between gender and environmental
politics. The instrumental reason relates to the overall goal
of sustainability: halting environmental change requires con-
sulting multiple perspectives and understanding a diverse
range of experiences. Humans have a strong incentive to
identify and pursue effective paths toward sustainability. The
chapters of this book make the case that we are unlikely to
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