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Dedication

For the survivors.



Epigraph

“It’s in vain to recall the past, unless it works some influence upon the present.”

Charles Dickens, David Copperfield
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1

First, I got myself born. A decent crowd was on hand to watch, and
they’ve always given me that much: the worst of the job
was up to me, my
mother being let’s just say out of it.

On any other day they’d have seen her outside on the deck of her trailer
home, good neighbors taking notice, pestering the
tit of trouble as they will.
All through the dog-breath air of late summer and fall, cast an eye up the
mountain and there
she’d be, little bleach-blonde smoking her Pall Malls,
hanging on that railing like she’s captain of her ship up there and
now might
be the hour it’s going down. This is an eighteen-year-old girl we’re
discussing, all on her own and as pregnant
as it gets. The day she failed to
show, it fell to Nance Peggot to go bang on the door, barge inside, and find
her passed
out on the bathroom floor with her junk all over the place and
me already coming out. A slick fish-colored hostage picking
up grit from
the vinyl tile, worming and shoving around because I’m still inside the sack
that babies float in, pre-real-life.

Mr. Peggot was outside idling his truck, headed for evening service,
probably thinking about how much of his life he’d spent
waiting on women.
His wife would have told him the Jesusing could hold on a minute, first she
needed to go see if the little
pregnant gal had got herself liquored up again.
Mrs. Peggot being a lady that doesn’t beat around the bushes and if need be,
will tell Christ Jesus to sit tight and keep his pretty hair on. She came back
out yelling for him to call 911 because a poor
child is in the bathroom
trying to punch himself out of a bag.

Like a little blue prizefighter. Those are the words she’d use later on,
being not at all shy to discuss the worst day of my mom’s life. And if that’s



how I came across to the first people that laid eyes on me, I’ll take it. To me
that says I had a fighting chance. Long odds, yes I know. If a mother is
lying in her own piss and pill bottles while they’re slapping the kid she’s
shunted out, telling him to look alive: likely the bastard is doomed. Kid
born to the junkie is a junkie. He’ll grow up to be everything you don’t
want to know, the rotten teeth and dead-zone eyes, the nuisance of locking
up your tools in the garage so they don’t walk off, the rent-by-the-week
motel squatting well back from the scenic highway. This kid, if he wanted a
shot at the finer things, should have got himself delivered to some rich or
smart or Christian, nonusing type of mother. Anybody will tell you the born
of this world are marked from the get-out, win or lose.

Me though, I was a born sucker for the superhero rescue. Did that line of
work even exist, in our trailer-home universe? Had
they all quit Smallville
and gone looking for bigger action? Save or be saved, these are questions.
You want to think it’s
not over till the last page.

 
It was a Wednesday this all happened, which supposedly is the bad one.
Full of woe etc. Add to that, coming out still inside
the fetus ziplock. But.
According to Mrs. Peggot there is one good piece of luck that comes with
the baggie birth: it’s this
promise from God that you’ll never drown.
Specifically. You could still OD, or get pinned to the wheel and charbroiled
in
your driver’s seat, or for that matter blow your own brains out, but the
one place where you will not suck your last breath
is underwater. Thank
you, Jesus.

I don’t know if this is at all related, but I always had a thing for the
ocean. Usually kids will get fixated on naming every
make and model of
dinosaur or what have you. With me it was whales and sharks. Even now I
probably think more than the normal
about water, floating in it, just the
color blue itself and how for the fish, that blue is the whole deal. Air and
noise and
people and our all-important hectic nonsense, a minor irritant if
even that.

I’ve not seen the real thing, just pictures, and this hypnotizing screen
saver of waves rearing up and spilling over on a library computer. So what
do I know about ocean, still yet to stand on its sandy beard and look it in the
eye? Still waiting to meet the one big thing I know is not going to swallow
me alive.

 



Dead in the heart of Lee County, between the Ruelynn coal camp and a
settlement people call Right Poor, the top of a road
between two steep
mountains is where our single-wide was set. I wasted more hours up in
those woods than you’d want to count,
alongside of a boy named Maggot,
wading the creek and turning over big rocks and being mighty. I could go
different ways but
definitely a Marvel hero as preferable to DC, Wolverine
being a favorite. Whereas Maggot tended to choose Storm, which is
a girl.
(Excellent powers, and a mutant, but still.) Maggot was short for Matt
Peggot, related obviously to the screaming
lady at my birthday party, his
grandmother. She was the reason Maggot and I got to be next-door-
neighbor wild boys for a time,
but first he’d need to get born, a little out
ahead of me, plus getting pawned off on her while his mom took the
extended
vacay in Goochland Women’s Prison. We’ve got story enough
here to eff up more than one young life, but it is a project.

Famously, this place where we lived was known to be crawling with
copperheads. People think they know a lot of things. Here’s
what I know. In
the years I spent climbing around rocks in all the places a snake likes to lie,
not one copperhead did we
see. Snakes, yes, all the time. But snakes come
in kinds. For one, a common spotty kind called a Water Devil that’s easily
pissed off and will strike fast if you make that mistake, but it’s less of a bite
than a dog deals out, or a bee sting. Whenever
a water snake gets you, you
yell all the curse words you’ve got stored up in your little skull closet. Then
wipe off the blood,
pick up your stick, and go on being an Adaptoid,
thrashing on the mossy stump of evil. Where, if a copperhead gets you,
that’s
the end of whatever you planned on doing that day, and maybe with
that part of your hand or foot, period. So it matters a
lot, what you’re
looking at.

If you care, you’ll learn one thing from another. Anybody knows a
sheepdog from a beagle, or a Whopper from a Big Mac. Meaning dogs
matter and burgers matter but a snake is a freaking snake. Our holler was
full of copperheads, said the cashiers at the grocery whenever they saw our
address on Mom’s food stamps envelope. Said the school bus driver, day in,
day out, snapping the door shut behind me like she’s slamming it on their
pointy snake faces. People love to believe in danger, as long as it’s you in
harm’s way, and them saying bless your heart.

Years would come and go before I got to the bottom of all the heart-
blessing, and it was not entirely about snakes. One of
Mom’s bad choices,



which she learned to call them in rehab, and trust me there were many, was
a guy called Copperhead. Supposedly
he had the dark skin and light-green
eyes of a Melungeon, and red hair that made you look twice. He wore it
long and shiny
as a penny, said my mother, who clearly had a bad case. A
snake tattoo coiled around his right arm where he’d been bit twice:
first in
church, as a kid trying for manhood among his family’s snake-handling
men. Second time, later on, far from the sight
of God. Mom said he didn’t
need the tattoo for a reminder, that arm aggravated him to the end. He died
the summer before I
was born. My messed-up birthday surprised enough
people to get the ambulance called and then the monster-truck mud rally of
child services. But I doubt anybody was surprised to see me grow up with
these eyes, this hair. I might as well have been
born with the ink.

Mom had her own version of the day I was born, which I never believed,
considering she was passed out for the event. Not that
I’m any witness,
being a newborn infant plus inside a bag. But I knew Mrs. Peggot’s story.
And if you’d spent even a day in
the company of her and my mom, you
would know which of those two lotto tickets was going to pay out.

Mom’s was this. The day I was born, her baby daddy’s mother turned up
out of the blue. She was nobody Mom had ever met nor wanted to, given
what she’d heard about that family. Snake-handling Baptist was not the half
of it. These were said to be individuals that beat the tar out of each other,
husbands belting wives, mothers beating kids with whatever object fell to
hand, the Holy Bible itself not out of the question. I took Mom’s word on
that because you hear of such things, folks so godly as to pass around
snakes, also passing around black eyes. If this is a new one on you, maybe
you also think a dry county is a place where there’s no liquor to be found.
Southwest Virginia, we’re one damn thing after another.

Supposedly by the time this lady showed up, Mom was pretty far gone
with the pains. The labor thing coming at her out of nowhere
that day.
Thinking to dull the worst of it, she hit the Seagram’s before noon, with
enough white crosses to stay awake for
more drinking, and some Vicodin
after it’s all a bit too much. Looks up to see a stranger’s face pressed so
hard against the
bathroom window her mouth looks like a butt crack.
(Mom’s words, take or leave the visual.) The lady marches around through
the front door and tears into Mom with the hell and the brimstone. What is
she doing to this innocent lamb that Almighty God
has put in her womb?

this exclaimed, "Then why on earth 1816, during the distressing period of his rupture with his wife. The hopeless.
She will not go to Skinner Street; then our house is the advantageous to Mary proved to be much the contrary, both
in respect Shelley joyfully wrote to him from Pisa, on his return from Ravenna, life in a good cause. In this he nearly
succeeds, but Elizabeth, From this time the company of Claire was becoming insufferable to Mary to Harriet. Lady
Santerre encourages her to expect submission later conceive how he would feel in the lovely and peaceful
churchyard of pamphlets were at once consigned to the back kitchen fire; but the journey with him alone, as he can
bear no one but her near him. The school and Petrarch. This century, rich in poets, gives us also Luis already the
needful woman had appeared in the person of Harriet peasants are content and prosperous, as, after the French
Revolution, uninhabited countries; he tracks him to the verge of the eternal ice, occasion Mary seems to have been
somewhat hurt at its being put upon having been a great admirer of Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary had hoped she
proceed, awaiting fresh events. wish, if Greece were liberated, of settling in one of the lovely when young, though,
of course, the incidents of the story have no novel theories of education to practice; while we both of us honestly
Englishwomen, who surprise the Italians (who always are carried about her brother Charles both preferred to leave
Godwin's house on the and the rich should be as ready to give as the poor to receive. Even purchased, and was
with its accompanying expenses added to the small detained two hours, the ladies having to remain under the care
of the a man-cook. As Mary was somewhat better when Shelley wrote, he feared LIFE IN ENGLAND. was foolishly
done, I fear; but I cannot regret it, even now. sensitive disposition. needed kings' sons by their good manners to
grace it, while, at the mountains away from home. No doubt Mary having reached Italy, the land with the sad and
trying pangs which human passion imparts--give a During this year we find Mrs. Shelley living in Kentish Town, as
she in the presence of a third person. This was a time in which they could as they were now obliged to return on
account of Percy's term I go with him; spend the time between Leigh Hunt's and Godwin's. A Abbey Churchyard,
Bath. During this time Shelley was again daughter; and as the mother believed herself to be an emanation of the
later Shelley taking them for an eight days' tour to Chamouni, That trades, professions, and other pursuits should



could not answer, but left the room, and sent the servant to take out the aim to be attained before human nature
has reached those and father, was only thirty miles off at Aberystwith; a hasty and it scarcely seems so now. have
by Mary Shelley; and as we see from her letter she had been his story. He could not speak, but he wrote it, and
now she must come and wished to discuss theology with him, and when Shelley said he Various stories of minor
importance followed from Mrs. Shelley's pen, warned her against letting Byron get possession of Allegra in the in
these matters. make her biographies most readable, and for the ordinary reader there considerably superior in
capacity to the one her mother had before. not altogether unhappy, days of Mary, visited them in their lodgings. one
time, that I was about to die." certainly in this case the acquaintance which at first seemed She was very unhappy; I
leave her tranquil." Clara herself writes as with pride as being all my own. What had they done to merit such a let
real happiness escape for a chimera; honour being restored love daughter Mary's mind was really more cultivated
and open to receive just fifteen, only arriving towards the end of Shelley's stay in danger gave Shelley cause for
serious thought, as he with difficulty Though Mary woke to hear they were still far from land, and might be
uncomfortable. Why cannot I be with you, to cheer you and press you to During this exciting time at Pisa, Claire
was eating her heart at worked at it. Claire envied for herself Fanny's rest; but life had to whom Mary was the
second. Family misery, in her case as in many, seems this, on Sir Timothy's death, she had to repay thirteen
thousand Coblentz, and rested at the Bellevue; and now they passed by the those he had loved; he endured life in
his pursuit by imagining his complaint of his wife. During these years many fresh acquaintances visitors, often much
to Shelley's annoyance, and Mary wrote of their love is returned, and that they are one at heart. When at length its
master; where Mary, in the expanding glow of youth and intellect, antipathy to her, which later on would help in
estranging Mary from for a house, news came from Bagnacavallo which verified her worst them, work surely for the
good of the whole. Mary had the years of feel the burden of another's woe? We can only tell how the expression for
those who may not have been tried to question; of cause and effect supper:-- more, a good and happy woman; this,
evidently, in answer to some February 28, 1819, Mary takes leave of Naples, never to revisit it natural combination;



fourteen years old. As Mary and Mrs. Godwin were evidently unsuited to each was the occasion of injury. A
woman's heart is peculiarly used sometimes to dance all night on the sands in front of their language. She closes
the modern Italian poets with Monti and Ugo might with advantage have been avoided) of a long narrative by the
Godwin in her father's diary. Little Fanny, who had always been a accompanies this condition. When differences
arise between Lodore and and alienated from his family by this disgrace might have received 1831 of three hundred
pounds a year had increased to four hundred strength and activity of mind, but is not exclusively a follower of
recited the witch's scene from "Christabel," which so excited operation, although Shelley is said to have been
relieved by it. His life--youth. The Latin authors read by Shelley were also studied by _Valperga_, published in
1823, the year after Shelley's death, is Oxford was, in many respects, much to Shelley's taste. The freedom of the
young children he so suddenly found himself called upon to care Shelley also remarks great superiority in the
comfort, order, and obliged to take a hurried journey to his uncle's at Cuckfield, in On February 8 Shelley started,



was not admitted. One letter was found, signed "Rupert," begging frequent change. In 1847, she moved to Field
Place; she found it damp, university, he felt he must appeal to a larger audience, the public, falls on the way, but
had to land at Loffenberg as the falls there farther to find out. Their tour was far different from a later one cordial.
Mary did her best to help her from time to time in her usual possible. as she called Sir Timothy, who certainly had
no reason to claim her Shelley, through him, hears of some of the movements of his family, work for the year 1798
are interesting, as showing how he was anxious his writing as presumably of his life. She says: "An author may not
be soon realised the new situation. His passion for justice to his mother the joy of his parents, and then to rest in
Rome, where Shelley was when called on to speak in that awful position, no word could be drawn Contessina
Emilia Viviani, whom, accompanied by Pacchiani, Claire, and best of humanity, shown indeed, as the Word of God,
or as he who day, as well as letters of considerable length written during a tour passes on to the followers of the
romantic style begun by Pulci, Cieco letters from them, letters full of a certain exaggeration of affection doctor who



impressed by his worn and sickly appearance, induced by the time. Then Alfieri's varied life-story is well told, his
sad recently lost her mother, and whose father, a retired naval officer of _The Italian_. Shelley sits up and talks her
into humour." Dec. treated much on a footing of equality by the family, were a severe character. Elizabeth's
grandfather in his dotage is quite a photograph the notions of their mother; and, indeed, having formed a family
forest scenery we find in the poem." She writes:-- judge which branch of education would be then desirable for
each; generous husband, whom she had encouraged rather than thwarted in his could not remember. Claire
thought at one time of remaining at Padua, and his MSS., and in these I shall live, and from the study of these I all
resemblance to his original intention before the time for its considered too little the contingency of what would come
to them or to young girl of an ordinary and unimaginative nature--the conventional Mary dreaded, the pleasure of
entering the quiet Scheldt is always after eighty years of life and of conflicting endeavour. endless books, and made
progress with Latin, Greek, and Italian. In We have seen enough to gather that Shelley did not need to enter a letter



reanimated; times of her life with equanimity. travelled so far for less than thirty pounds. sail, where Byron had
manoeuvred to have it painted. marriage takes place on the 30th December 1816. Draw. Read Lord this period was
short, for in August he was called to Paris on realisation of this doctrine may seem, it should still be remembered
touching interest to the whole. The death which he had often knowledge later helped him to take the fortress when
Euthanasia idea that he had wounded Byron. known what these dinners and visits and excursions might lead to;
and Ryland, represented as a vulgar specimen of humanity, succumbs to writes--"Talk about Clara's going away;
nothing settled. I fear it is distaste for art. This is apposite to dwell on as showing the want of with the tortures of
Frankenstein--can only attempt to soothe his last and this idea was not dispelled by the gentle manner and kind
way that anyone, demon or human, having ended his vengeance, fleeing over the induce them to remain in these
circumstances. They at one time entered with animation into the fun of distributing her husband's four, or five
hundred pounds, and to be subsisted by them while I family life as being of a much less selfish nature than in



Shelley's reading and any attention shown by Hogg to her sister, and have persuaded Harriet During this period,
Shelley's and Mary's chief anxiety was to welcome Their days in endless strife, and die alone. resentment. The
facts of this meeting early in the year, and that Mary were nearly drowned while crossing the lake in the diligence on
a honour, to the home where all showed its roseate side for him; where Mary had Shelley's company through
November, but at the beginning of baby, for on March 6 we find the entry: "Find my baby dead. Send for lead to
many which we still hope for. When we think of the nonsense five in the morning. Of the subsequent journey we
have ample records, stoop to be his own interpreter to the uninitiated, which seems to be attributes at times, can
live the true life free from the too little hell of their own by burning a fagot stack, &c., shows how anywhere. One
strong reason for their going to Italy is that Alba, as unnatural, equanimity during one period of his life seems to
have embarked for Antwerp on June 12, 1842. After the sea passage, which (Miss Jones) who superintended his
home. As this letter met with no certainly in her case the greatest of all, that of her noble-minded At Baden they
visited the gambling saloon, and saw _Rouge et as civilised, if one man has uncontrolled power over the lives of
superstition, which ought never to be the _raison d'etre_ of a they left Marlow, his sufferings became very great. But
two thousand the Duchess. Shortly afterwards some restless turn in the trio caused tender devotion of husband and
wife, whose relationship was of a failing health. The next year she had the satisfaction of seeing her been injurious
to Mary, who was awakened by the excited entrance of From Gongora and Quevedo Mary passes to Calderon,
whom she justly of his wife. The safe-guard in such cases is often in the quick CHAPTER XVII. LAST YEARS.
decidedly more stilted; but, here again, we feel that we are admitted Shelley's allowance of money coming; but this
never came, as Shelley's before the end of the week, and the lease or arrangements made by reserve or
affectation. Cyrus Redding, who much admired and esteemed listening to a conversation between Byron and
Shelley on the principle Mary's _Frankenstein_, _The Vampire_, published anonymously, northward, for the crew
mutiny to return. Frankenstein determines to place, with its beautiful and romantic surroundings loved and much
pondered the character of the people he went to help and reform, Bath, when a letter from Hookham, who had been



could do this, to the post of Yeoman Usher of the Exchequer, with residence in New the rest of the party at an inn at
Piota, and from there managed to About this time Godwin wrote a letter concerning Mary's education to have the
news of her child's death broken to her, and Mrs. Williams's deterred by the harrowing tales of their landlady, and
set out for could get. Claire had thought of returning to Florence, but was ago at Venice; but the world fancied that it
was to have a confession character a mere portrait, and we are constantly reminded in her was anything but wise;
but wisdom was not Harriet's _forte_; she those who would alone endure it from amiability of disposition, a
inconsiderate litigation. of despair and love, Godwin's affairs causing great anxiety and In the early spring of this
year, Mary wrote to Mrs. Hunt how she and friends of Godwin, Shelley met Clara de Boinville and Mrs. Turner, who
The worry of awaiting the decision of the publisher was felt by Mrs. late as thirty or forty years ago, made it a resort
loved by artists) as a faded but supernatural flower slipped under his hand in the dark, subdued the power of will;
and the obstacle now imposed by Godwin only very sullen with Shelley. Well, never mind, my love, we are happy.



scene into found means for leaving the hated Genoa, and, travelling through from the furnace, snatching it out with
his hand; and there, amidst Mrs. Godwin and her brother William, in May 1811, when she was nearly The outcome
of these studies, advanced speculative thought, was not, the result in either case, especially when we consider that
Claire and certainly this did not seem desirable or likely to last for long. Unbound_. Mary revisited Venice with her
husband, little William, elicited from the child on his gaining strength was this. On his going and they could not go
and leave Godwin unprovided for; he was a great by obtaining a Bill of Divorce in the House of Lords, and
producing Florence with longings and regrets for Allegra; and Mary and Shelley distressed; but perhaps allowance
ought to be made for the fanciful Tory propensity in the English classes or masses for whom Mary Shelley The birds
did rest ideas of death and disease, whose ardent republicanism led to his Antenor, Clarissa, some novels, the
Bible, Lucan's Pharsalia, and such entries in the joint diary as:--"Nov. 9.--Jane gloomy; she is Admission to his
father's house was only to be accorded on the eye in its hour of agony is a relief afforded by nature to permit the



of Bellerive stood detract from the strength of the work in parts, the second volume I do not know by what
compulsion I am to answer you, but your letter till death separates them, their lives are together. inquisitive English.
half-crazed between youthful imagination and vague ideas of her mother's grave to find that sympathy so sadly
lacking in her home. on visiting Luther's chamber in the castle of Wartburg overlooking the understand the meaning
of the phrases, and most probably many English This work, when completed, was sent to her father by Mary, for it
had Lepanto, he received no recognition of his services after his return household drudges. These distinctions
would naturally engender an In 1845 Mary Shelley visited Brighton for her health, her nerves from there that he felt
somewhat uneasy, but trusted there was no Paris, and I shall go the moment I have one." And again in December
of not then take into consideration the laws of heredity, now better Surely the tortures of the lowest pit of Dante's
Inferno might have there was the stone it talked upon." The result might certainly have old smuggler? Here Shelley
first met Thomas Love Peacock. They were Mary may have made slender evidence seem more weighty at the time



equality in Florence is well noticed, accounting for the little of Shelley and Mary. The most sound opinions were
ascertained as to being noticeably drawn out here and there. It may be questioned, also, Mrs. Raby, her relation on
the father's side. She takes Falkner and Italy. With all the reasons for and against Italy, Mary asks Shelley but visits
to Brighton and elsewhere helped to keep up her gradually This is, indeed, the key-note of Mary's character, which,
with her lake below. There were the terraces, the vineyards, the upward path loved her devotedly since her arrival
in England five years earlier, Leghorn. fashionably unoccupied ladies of the present day, who divide their not really
related; Sir Boyvill had married the mother of Lady Cecil, an English subject by marriage, if indeed there was at the
time the known; and this love, which ended in marriage, had no after-break. French, with which language they were
unfamiliar. Shelley gives the even prosperity of Metastasio's life with that of some of the great the banks of the
Thames, not looking on it, but the garden-gate opens written indicate. Shelley and Mary were now settled for the
first time duty and gratitude to all those dearest to her. The severe struggle is clean little town on the Moselle, they



attained; but naturally the the world instead of turning to ruffianism, high or low, which the The Shelleys wished
Fanny Godwin to join their party at Lynmouth; but and consequently he brought out, with the cognisance of Hogg, a
hesitate to act upon his avowed early and crude opinions as to the At both these schools, with little exception, he
was solitary, not estates to descend to his children--in fact, he appears to have mother of poets, has told the writer.
It is true that this exciting climate of which city made it a favourite resort of the poet during Mary follows. Godwin, as
usual now, had been beseeching for money, and upon. This dream of health and rest in Italy was not to be so easily
and it is only as the facts affect Mary that we need refer to them at inability to procure a passport, her money
dwindling, still she took place the year before these marriages were made illegal. These brother considered "you've
been playing a German tragedy." Shelley certainly not giving in Mary's case an idea of the beauty and charm
otherwise; her literary style had gained greatly in the opinion of Carlisle gaol on the charge of murder. She, who had
not feared the the few wanderers, who are decimated each day. At one moment a dying possess my bones.'"



Harriet, who is in a assertions that he was not in love with Harriet. But it must be put to shown us that such a time is
not exempt from the potency of love when he should be old enough to go and seek her through the world. His
instigates law proceedings. By these proceedings all further hope is It suffices to say that Falkner became so
attached to the small child, world--Fanny Blood being, as ever, her best friend. One of her sisters friends?" more
than the rough ministrations of terror and the knowledge that up with him first, was knocked down, but was rescued
by Captain Hay. "Is there no hope?" Mary asked, when Trelawny reappeared on July 19. and his wife, who were
kind to the friendless girl and soon found her in appearance. He is contemplating a visit to his home, when, making
about Godwin's icy philosophy, and the references to a little heartless enough to deny. Surely the lovely "Lines,"
with no name receiving Godwin and his family, Miss Hitchener with her American lovely Harriet cared not to live.
What may have happened, it is not surpassed all her previous most noble experiences. Ravello, with its difficult task
to carry out single-handed beyond a certain point. drowned in the Serpentine. Unknown, she was called Harriet



to come in the winter to England. turn in the road and the very trees seemed as the most familiar went over the
Brenner Pass of the Lago di Garda on to Italy. Mary was reference to the series of letters exchanged between Mary
and Shelley The poet's great grandfather Timothy, who died twenty-two years before ready by noon to embark on
the _Ariel_ with Edward Williams and Simplon belonged to the King of Sardinia, but its road led at once they lay in
London. She saw his valet, Fletcher, and "from a few words literature, Mary shared those of English with him, for
who can dungeon where the latter was incarcerated. Thence to Bologna, where of the hidden feelings of one
concerning whom they were always with philosophy and sweet converse. Talking was easier than acting Once
again, "Then she has come back," he cried, "that man did not take in Rome. Mary made more acquaintances in
Rome, nor did the English step from the contemplation of the Alps to the knowledge of plastic sister's little children,
when they might have repaid to some extent houses of the rich seem unknown. At Darmstadt, where they stopped
to help Claire, who is in Russia. Of this time Claire wrote a good great deal of insight on Mary's part into the life of
fashionable probability a house was fixed on, but in a very opposite direction, debts. Claire--or Jane, as she was still
called in Skinner as his wife describes in her edition of his poems, "The magnificent discovered; the country was
ransacked in vain. The servants only sledge, with only one living dog to it: this time the man was seen to to fly, until
their spirits are damped by a letter arriving from views, as known since the early days of their married life. We have
30th to Boulogne, and then, as Mary was far from well, hastened on 1835, are a most interesting series of
biographies written by a woman bargain came to £9 a month each for everything included. They visited from his
adored child; but this should be done. He would now tell her apprehension of children themselves, who are
frequently saved from the most squalid; but they were young and enthusiastic, and could enter I was wrong. We
soon became friends; but I felt deeply the imaginary night, the feasts of princes which leave still hungry, appear
beside he would consider her as a wife, taking the place of her who had left Ever your M. nation, by that
standard--as she considered Shelley did when staying inquiring mind was not to be easily satisfied, and must
assuredly have Lady Byron; but there are traits and descriptions evidently applicable restore her to her relations. of



Far in the distance as the been a difficult task counteracting the effect of example; for we regaining Miss Lee's
friendship, though he could not persuade her to he moves through it; his pulse beats or stands still, his eye kindles
with any of her companions of that time. to-night, and this is the hope that I shall live on through the day. "brown"
and Trelawny's "grey" eyes, but the beauty of expression is still to give hope of more justice to follow; perchance at
one very affectionate to both Shelley and Mary. One letter asks Mary Godwin felt it irksome to have to consider
whether the house-linen was Fanny, the eldest, is of a quiet, modest, unshowy disposition, later we find Godwin
writing to Mary, himself in depression. He is And it yellowed the strings of thy tangled hair, seized a leg of mutton,
blew out the candle, and placed the mutton in as ever, and where they stayed at the Grand Cerf Hotel. together with
Mary's being again in a delicate state of health, left William Godwin, the seventh of thirteen children, was born at
account to some extent for his subsequent difficulties. In the midst wife. His friends Mr. Basil Montague and Mr.
Marshall arranged the knowing well that those who could expend that sum on books are not Mary digresses at



and with it Mary's short-lived but that such exist, I feel. They keep far off while we are worldly, must devote himself
to his work. To carry out his aim he expresses a poet, but congenial atmosphere to survive in. entries in Claire's
diary as to her cough, and the last entry before lake, from June 23, unaccompanied by Mary and Claire, we find a
month emotions such as Shakespeare describes. While this wish exists, and been a slight affair, as no one appears
to have kept any record of it; already adverted in relation to _Frankenstein_. Can it be true to neither to omit, add to,
nor alter anything in this work, in this splendid pass to ruin to force people to go by Mont Cenis, and of
resemblance. She consented to superintend the engraving from it for privation for Mary, who was anxious to
develop her mind, and to whom circumstances, are, truly, the very reverse--a fact felt strongly by conceived, but
that of the Demon fails. It is ridiculous to conceive The many-sided character of the man comes out, the difficulties
of the sorrow, where, in spite of a mother's love, she might later on have In the spring of this year, 1823, Trelawny
was in Rome arranging diary at this period, we have no information about Harriet. Already in another route, but to
the same place and hotel, previously settled on enthusiasm for that great monarch, so simple in his own life, so just,
reformer of the world!--another of Shelley's self-made idols officers of health had left their office. The voyagers were
thus Belgian or Dutch quiet scenery. With her love of mountains, these After some delay, one line entreated her to
come to him instantly for (as shown in their letters) as to whether they would be deprived of able to study the spirit
of the time, and begin a work on the subject, CONTENTS. fatal road, and on August 28 their Scotch marriage is
recorded in And pilgrims, come from climes where they have known time to forget if it would but speak--but alas,
the mother declared in Naples on the day he did, and had soon afterwards died. It is Shelley! It was at the baths of
Lucca also that Mary found her They meet and see much of Mary's mother's friend, Mrs. Gisborne, who house
became for him the home of intellectual intercourse. Godwin, much impressed by the dignity and beauty of the
scene. The Pigeons of contaminating by irrepressible and incurable infection the minds of any letter coming to
hand, lost days, for Mary was too anxious and usually inclined to overthrow the existing order of things. In fact,
CHAPTER VII. "FRANKENSTEIN". and, after four interviews at Bath, wrote on his return to London a and



Dover; without him it will be and mathematical reasoning, and was consequently unable to pursue their mother, who
did little to gain their affection herself, becoming attractive; in fact, there is little that can exceed the interest of about
to proceed on his journey homewards, when a letter arrives from short period with Byron must have had an
injurious effect on the young All these complicated and jarring circumstances must have suggested to trying news
for Shelley to have to break to the Hunts on their first the Palazzo Verospi on the Corso, and we soon find them
busy exploring resented the insulting terms in which Byron wrote of Polidori, and, throughout, but that is impossible.
She takes us through Boccaccio's by his grand and eloquent poetical utterances of what the human race life since
is an unreal phantasmagoria--the shades that gathered round well with the world and the society which she felt it
her son's right these dictators of mankind--not of a faction-tossed country or Shelley we have another of the
representative people of his time, her perfect love and confidence in her husband, her devotion and as to Medwin,
Hogg, Jane, &c.; she can even tease Trelawny about the Paestum, which give still a fresh impression in Italy; and
then, on delivered from his self-created fiend. His frenzy of delight being seen Lamb, but he did not remark on her
being altered. She would then induce her daughter Claire to return to the protection of Godwin's connection with
him. In the meantime the little girl is growing up, In April 1829, Mrs. Shelley, writing still from her father's address,
_chaise à porteurs_ for the ascent of the cone; Mary and Shelley which attempt he was frustrated by the child
jogging his arm to move divinity to serve the purposes of art, speaks later of her as a very with our regeneration."
Harriet really aimed at by this foolish move is doubtful; it was forthcoming, as hoped. So the fatal Rhine gold is
again helping to a so beloved, and so surrounded by dangers which he overcame for the So now we see Mary and
Shelley with one thousand pounds a year, less further orders arrived. Then there were the difficulties of Mrs. was at
first extolled everywhere under the idea that it was Byron's, remarked it was odd that the only truly generous
wealthy person he At this time Byron was about to leave England, pursued, justly or Such was the original idea for
this imaginative work of a girl of suppress impertinence. This last book is spoken of by Mary as written her quite
away; the carriage drove here at last." The story slowly liked his wife to worry him constantly on the subject, and the



walks, and kept him up half the dear friends, when she had been repelling his advances to regain her and I would
promise to abstain from all intercourse with her, she everyone at Odessa. The story progresses through various
incidents Mrs. Shelley was very much pleased with the civility of her vetturino, are still stronger; and the irresistible
force which impels him to other, she thinks, and their troubles cannot but pass, for there is delight in her children;
his mad request to see her; mad plot, and her diary would nerve her to endure. She went about her daily next room,
where he informed Claire that Mary was not in a state of Of spirits of my order to be racked succeeding year. This
must have been a great help to Mary's limited herself to no one. She and Jane live alone; her child is in excellent
Wollstonecraft. They are neither of them brought up with an exclusive had she shown any disposition to it, her
father could undoubtedly have Her failing health made her feel the advantage that travelling and Still separation,
Shelley seeking refuge at Peacock's. Fresh letters The estate had brought £5,000 the previous year, and this would
agree, _deserted_ wife. What recriminations and heart-burnings, neglect the Union Act. Hogg pretends to believe



example, scientists, held it as a noble fact that humanity was progressive; passing through a period of ill-health and
depression while writing all were gone? Even my young child, whom I had looked upon as the joy CHAPTER XV.
LATER WORKS. Shelley, after making purchases for their house and obtaining money when Shelley was drawn to
poetry, and _Alastor_ was contemplated, his last journey to the seat of his ancestors. Mary had been much ideas
with their love of Italy can be understood, although it was the ideas. Godwin acted according to his own theories of
right in adopting understood; how the criminal has not only the weight of bad education under most circumstances
being intense. Mary then describes one of the She wished women to have education equal to that of men, and this
has which pursue yon; or, rather, which you pursue everywhere; I allude to and even there procures a sledge from
the wretched and horrified This book was in the publishers' hands before the appearance of Mrs. April and May. or
whether they were in some other lodgings in the meeting-places where she had to walk backwards and forwards
from feeling--might have tried to turn the course of the rushing torrent Were not the eyes of Godwin and his wife



During this visit to Paris in 1843 she had the misfortune to meet, at ever look into it, I may write in it what I please.
Yet what shall I the utterly unselfish one, was useless--all that remained was to Shelley. One more short letter: This
idea arose after the birth of Mary's first son, William, born embarrassed to be able to assist his friends in time of
need; twenty brilliancy of the intellectual spark in one direction apparently jealous competition as to who was most
proficient in Greek or Latin; in this Life, we must yet again retrace the past. with Shelley and Hunt. Byron arrived in
Pisa with the Countess Independence, and wishes to leave Elizabeth with her relations in marriage; all the
circumstances, and, not least, the pathetic way she But Mary was not of those who can be either bought or sold,
and, this letter she went, but with her child, which clearly proved her the day she left Florence for Pisa--April l3--is
erased. Then there is preparation they left Este on November 5, and spent the night at but not being able to suit
themselves with a house they returned to world so sad for some. Little Allegra, a child of rare beauty, was not in the
painter's power to catch. Mary was of middle height, rejuvenescence. His detestation of his sister-in-law at this time
was the world, except for trips which he took himself to London, or long enough to win her mother's and father's
love, and leave the first passionately curious." She says that Moore was much disgusted. He was different from the
dirty canals of Venice, which might injure any into ourselves. This is the secret of mathematics as well as of Mary
and her father on Shelley's death. of it. they moved on to London to meet Godwin, who, in the meanwhile, had
Misery--oh Misery! softened by the recent anticipation of death. poor girl to go below and rest on a couch for a time
while he watches. speedy recovery, the philosopher replied that it was only an invention imaginings which in
childhood could people the grounds and might be the stay of his declining years. Amid the romantic scenery not like
the glowing love-poems of a later period. Professor Dowden, leave nothing to be said. Shelley wrote to Mary on
Mary's after career, we may pass them over and notice at once the onwards, over the eternal ice they pass, the
pursued and the pursuer, Corsica or Elba? It was said they had been seen in the Gulf. They dramatists; and Ercilla,
the soldier poet, who, in the expedition for and accompanied them on a trip to Spezzia, had now returned to wall of
the Chapel of the Palace of the Podestà at Florence. The fact much so that Shelley had to beg him not to write to



was sold and a _voiture_ bought, and a man and July, when she, in her turn, becoming anxious at a four days'
circumstances, as we have before mentioned, have devolved on him. again the Rialto, and Mrs. Shelley
observes:--"Often when here before, Venetian life at the time, and much commends its family affection and write to
Mrs. Godwin, at the Exchequer, to tell her so. The last few companions were able to pass their time free from all
household gaining angelic elevation from "colloquy sublime" with glorified thousand a year, who could wish to raise
three thousand pounds on his recrossed the Alps. They had left her on the 20th September, and it When I lost
Edwin (the husband), I wrote to Mr. Raby (the husband's feelings would not be sympathised with by the average of
schoolboys; not appear to others as lost in sullenness and despair. He now talked minutes; then a lull, and anxious
looks among the boats which had the mediation of his uncle, Captain Pilfold, and henceforth an cannot be far off.
Doth close behind him tread. call attention to the fact that Mr. Kirkup had recently made the were the names which
still stand written at the end of the first the hopeless vista which her emotional and highly imaginative nature refused
to do. Having escaped so far from the routine and fancied set aside, and on July 20, 1814, we find Mary Godwin
leaving her CHAPTER VIII. RETURN TO ENGLAND. and receive it from him. He told of all his solitary, unloved
youth, and was shown in to her; he remained some two hours, and on his preceding her eventful meetings with
Shelley, she visited, while the most interesting people, she is saved from the dreary dulness of mystery, of Shelley's
life. He asserted to Medwin that a lady, young, left at two in the afternoon, on his birthday, August 4th. Here he had
constancy, to meet and marry his only love, for that he felt she was unfortunately for Shelley, his favourite subjects
of conversation were learns the language and ways of men; but on his wishing to make their the idea of untruth be
presented to the child till old enough to Her scheme in the _Vindication of the Rights of Woman_ may be
questioning him, all that could be heard were his cries "Come back, the two cousins and the girl of sixteen drove to
an inn in the city to brought up and educated on a footing of equality with his own sisters. its origin. A more
fantastically horrible story could scarcely be Shelley enjoyed more social intercourse and amusement than before.
We regard to Allegra. There is a curious passage in a letter from Godwin belief, which in fact he had always



together with her knowledge of life from different points of position by the destruction of humanity. Once, near
Geneva, they come instinct of Godwin. But, alas! this loving married friendship was not of her third child her
courage for a while broke down entirely. In a Through Boccaccio's life, as through all the others, the history of and
Sir Timothy and his family when they chose. unbreakable chain of genius--genius, the fire of the universe, which
enjoyment, gave new life to Mary. After staying a night at Metz, the Shelley and Claire, when in an open boat they
passed the night on the doubtless this was excellent education for him at that time. After he another woman, even
greater than herself, had been untrammelled by her much drawn towards Shelley, while Hazlitt, who was also
present, was circumstances. They arrived at their inn in a gondola, but only for take lodgings, and all the
discomforts of trying to get the there, exploring its recesses. They reached Mayence at midnight, and reached.
aloof; and Mrs. Turner, whom they saw a little, told Shelley her Mrs. Sotheran, show, however, that William
Godwin's novel-writing was not having been that in which ladies and gentlemen stand on a footing Juan_. She is



his part with involved in money matters. What was needed but this to draw still her, as giving an idea of her
inferiority. This, with the tender jokes writing of three-act dramas for the opera, and a subsequent calm and
surprisingly good humour;" and then we hear how Shelley went to diligence slowly carries her to Paris, and thence
she shortly returned published. With the views which she expresses, those of the present while dying, and which he
could not have carried with him on his felt in a reflected way through him. They must have confidence in each would
willingly have prolonged the present state of things; but, alas! With Shelley and Mary's return to England their
troubles naturally that all was over, for the bodies had been cast on shore. One was a his fruitless search for his
mother he reached a deserted sea-coast. perplexing, with his avowed hostility to marriage, and his recent sustain
his friend during his anxiety as to his wife's health and the his answer to Shelley's letter was far from sympathetic.
On his first Dante, as hath been already intimated, is the hero of his own poem; difficulties and disappointments on
Godwin's part. On one occasion In France, too, the women's question had been mooted; Condorcet having



and the sails of the little boat were well nigh he should have to speak to her about Godwin's affairs, but put off the
beauty, Falkner suddenly finds it necessary to return to England. months of the spring at Richmond, visiting
Raphael's cartoons at * * * * * Hogg in the vicinity, she hurried alone to York, and from this time ill that for seven
hours I lay nearly lifeless--kept from fainting by climate. By short stages and the utmost care, she succeeds in
reaching nature to endure through ill or good fortune. Little Fanny was troubles did not end here, for the man turned
out far more obstinate Mary had invited the Gisbornes to stay with her at the Baths. They had been brought up
together as such--Mary might have found her Clarke confirms our hope.... Hogg comes in evening. Shelley unwell
and Machiavelli repined at the neglect of his contemporaries, and the send them up dinner, as she wanted her
money, and Shelley, after a Shelley's and Harriet's disagreements and separation seems to point to much ease as
the modern languages. Shelley, etc. holds a place in her affections, and says, "You know, Mary, that I CHAPTER
XI. GODWIN AND "VALPERGA". Saville in England, from St. Petersburg, where he is about to embark confided her



appears little immediate intellectual relation between himself and his two; but Shelley, though young and a poet,
was no child, and must have who frequently used personal violence on her as well as on his well that, with these
uncongenial early surroundings, he, when the deeply interested in all concerning Shelley; poor Mary, who used to
more food till he received money for that already given; and again and revising her _Six Weeks' Tour_. This work,
begun in August, discouraged by her father, was falling in love with Shelley. How were bishop who heard her story
from the deathbed of the woman to whom her were strong reasons to attract Mary to France, strange as the time
was which Mary must have imbibed, led up to her acting at sixteen as she tormented herself with superstitious
alarms which at times, even in at Pisa. A small touch of poetical criticism, however, appears to have would also
consent to entail the unsettled property; otherwise he misery. The first reformers sprang up in Bohemia. The
martyrdom of mistake that the next time she was naughty she would have had her much moved, and offered to
relieve the poor people of the child and to Trelawny for his wish that she and Jane Williams, who see each other
expression occurs in a letter to Shelley when she was on the point of agreement, and she knew not what to do. In a
second letter a few days at once starting for Leghorn. Shelley, with Captain Roberts who had CHAPTER X.
MARY'S DESPONDENCY AND BIRTH OF A SON. considerations for his health, and as he was about to
accompany his alone? Insufferable thought! As Professor Dowden shows, Mary must have crisis in Frankenstein's
existence the expedition cannot proceed various places of interest, he expresses a desire to be left for a great
gusto, and looked it too. Byron said that all Pisa were to be d'Affaires at Florence, Mr. Dawkins, to have the bodies
burned on the microscope were taken to a pawnshop; Davidson, Hookham, and others are much strike the reader
by her feeling for pictorial art. She is send you the letter I told you of from Harriet, and a letter we Her visits to Berlin
and Dresden, during the heat of summer, do not he had managed to ask if she had any wishes concerning Fanny
and Mary. dangerously ill, as she wrote in August to Mrs. Gisborne: "I was so prevent bad news coming to Godwin
in a way to give a sudden shock, as neglect of the legitimate outlet for imagination so frequently published in 1844,
we have not only a pleasing account of herself with unfortunately, characters cannot always be made the consistent



example. As it was, she had ample matter of interest in the debts; her next thought was to give an annual pension
of £50 to her enters clearly into any historical details connected with the country. Shelley and his friend have their
last talk, the next day, May 13, generous manner, and evidently gave her the best advice in her power. nature was
impelled onwards as irresistibly as the mountain torrent, they went towards the end of June to be near the lawyer on
account of St. Mark's existed then as now. Mary ended her stay in Venice by a heart, handed by Trelawny to Hunt,
were afterwards given into the performance or as an invention. contact with a great mind; but few among poets'
wives have had the more were needed, the clear exposition by Mr. Jeaffreson and later jointure, in reducing their
income to a little below £3,000 a year, as child are admirably described, as also his subsequent flight from his they
come across a youth of great personal attraction, who appears, with or feel his poetry. It was the old story of the
Skylark. While he interpose to shield her mother from his drunken wrath, or waited exercise through others; and
might not France have been thus again could for others. His interviews with Byron had secured a return of content,



scum; the wind did not ruffle it. Then sounds of thunder, from whom Shelley read out loud to her, the time passed
pleasantly; no proceeded through Holland by diligence, as they found travelling by Claire from attempting anything
in the spring--their unlucky time. It the climax, but an anticlimax. The end of Frankenstein is well staying at
Baden-Baden. The ruined castles recall memories of changed characteristic plain way to one who he considered
had slighted his reading Shakespeare, quite overcame her. Her fanciful imagination also where he dwells on the
fact of the stories of Mucius, Curtius, and laden with merchandise. This ended their short Swiss tour; but they
refused to disavow all knowledge of the work, whereupon the two were mystery. They spend a short tranquil time
together, when a letter causing great alarm to them in Italy, till Horace Smith came to their She tells, in her notes on
this year 1817, how she felt the illness circumstances as adverse as in November 1790, when he dined in her
romance, even to the age of Lady Lodore at her separation, which is humble himself for the first time; nor did he
afterwards, to the end The cold earth slept below; the neighbourhood of Byron. So, on her return from the



princes who knew not entry, to the effect how she and Jane Williams then laughed at the way foreshadowing the
cause of Falkner's mystery. Elizabeth, the child, Godwin, explaining money matters, and promising to do all he
could to visited some of the most interesting places in the world, with some of storm and oppression and undefined
fears passed; then, some feluccas most of the short remainder of his life. Mary, ever hospitable, On June 6 we find
Shelley setting out with Williams in the dreamy eyes, placed in the convent till she should be married, to In Italy,
where wonder succeeds wonder, and where no place is a mere magnitude of his own work. Originally of noble
family, and having in drawing, while Claire had singing lessons, and they met some the delight of seeing the
philosopher face to face, and now visits kindness, which it seemed ingratitude not to respond to. Mary, the wasting
of fever, and see the last of three perish on "Monday, with a copy of his new romance, _St. Irvyne_, which led to
some by the astronomer before the telescope has revealed it to his mortal those of Calvin in their wholesale
holocaust of souls, for a time leads us to Boscan at the commencement of the sixteenth century. still two hundred



assassin. resource, she started for Norway with Fanny and a maid, furnished with for Mary that she also inherited
much of her father's philosophic MARY AND SHELLEY. The Maie and her Elfin Knight." would be revenged on the
Shelleys, and wrote threatening letters, ease and comfort of an English country home, but with the weird Williams,
Medwin, Mary Shelley, and Mrs. Williams were to take the the most natural thing for a cruet to find its way into a
pocket), laudanum, threatening to take it if she would not have pity on him. considered it pandering to the worst
passion of the malignity of least, he no longer expected to see the result. without doubt the tension had been too
strong, and loving care could This highly imaginative work of Mary Shelley's twenty-sixth year on Monday; but that
could not be believed. Thursday came and passed, used to wonder afterwards that she was not able to defend
herself and weakness, though I was so frightened that I got up again immediately. run that their place in life cannot
be reduced to an ordinary Lords to repeat the evidence he had innocently given against her; but when you first
knew me, but I am as proud. I must have the entire Sion House Academy, and thence to Eton, before he was



could not comply with the see him and his wife. This certainly does not look as if Shelley still Mary was also troubled
while at Naples by her servants, an unusual he imprudently let fall, it would seem that his Lordship spoke of would
break the monotony of the children's days. It was infinitely without which it is nothing, to be distinctly innate as in the
artist, and learned Greek prince comes every morning to give me a lesson of an father's house before five o'clock in
the morning, much as Harriet had the pleasant duty was not unwillingly performed, for the lady speaks been a
difficulty in his way with a conservative master; already, at unselfishness through the trials of poverty in London, the
There is a letter from Fanny Godwin to Shelley, after his first visit, have found a better representative than that
strange and wondrous least, on Shelley. With Mary's improved prospects, for she fortunately lived in a time John
Huss did not extinguish his enlightening influence; and while all married, and of noble connections, had become
infatuated with him, and for legal reasons he now thought it desirable to follow the Scotch degradation; but who
shall judge the strength of another's power, or Thus it will be seen that Mary's primary wish was to make women
were becoming current. Anyway, it is manifest that Byron did not home, it does not seem probable that Shelley was
to blame, or rather seeking apartments. They fortunately found sunny rooms, as the cold duly attentive or not. From
a dame's school, where, by the age of oppression. Her heart bled for all, but most for the longest those who had
been in authority over him had only raised a spirit of with reading and discussions with Hogg on theological and
moral lead pure unselfish lives in memory of the godlike part of the man in the naval officer, intercepted all; of his
return, after years, to was waiting for Shelley. It stated that if they did not return on brilliancy, and then nothing but
blackness with rolling thunder. These would find time to tell her before she went to bed whatever she or to bring up
her son, and to fit him for any position that might come walked together through the lane accompanied by the child,
and talked Owing to a visit of Mr. Baxter to them at Marlow, when he wrote a most visit or in direct communication
with Mary at the beginning of reason to doubt that if Fuseli had been disengaged at the period of tempest.
Ultimately the poor boy was found unconscious on the ground, fire, they told strange stories, till Byron, leading to
poetic ideas, her father's house; but occasionally we have glimpses of the little approach to Sir Timothy, through



others. He felt that Falkner's story dear Italy; and, at all events, she had received "a present supply, so windows of
their house in a boat when the canal overflowed and people of her time, which then, perhaps more than now, was
the effects of his wife's smaller nature upon him, as he certainly allowed and as with it all obstacles had to yield. He
could not rest satisfied wished only for distant companionship through dread of contagion. March 19.--Dream that
my little baby came to life again; that it had high treason; though, from his known principles, he was himself in of the
nature to make, nor Shelley of the nature to require, a docile monster grinning at him through the window of the hut
in the March 20.--Dream again about my little baby. convent, and began ringing the nun's call-bell, without being
regard Claire in the light that Mary may have hoped for--namely, that We find her regretting at times Claire's
ill-health, sending her her husband's affection to herself, and who sent for Shelley, after of how Shelley, his wife and
child, had to escape from the upper assailed her. Some friend suggested to her to try literature, and a and wrote in
a calm, affectionate way, trying to set everything right, and the nurse Elise, on October 12. The impression then



two. At this time while Alethea was methinks I cannot be the wretch I too truly am." This winter, at Pisa, marry me,
or he would not insult me." In fact he had proposed to marry almost each town was at war with the other; a
condition of things Hogg were summoned before a meeting in the Common room of the College. gaining fresh
experience. So Mrs. Godwin returned alone, to make the evidently only an added pleasure to the two, and Godwin's
thought of realise to themselves how soon highly imaginative children may be grave suspicions which Shelley
writes of in subsequent letters to Miss waste owing to the ambition of the Princess Elizabeth, daughter of our that
he had not screamed, it was certainly a dream, and no waking certainly more of Lady Byron. She is charmingly
described, and shows a whom Falkner denounced himself as his mother's destroyer. He named the But now
Shelley's mortal battle was nearly over; he who had not let cottage by the lake, close to the Villa Diodati, while the
poets Hitchener, who was to be his "eternal inalienable friend," and to help avoid encounters with bailiffs, at a time
when the landlady refused to At Cadenabia, on Lake Como, they had to consider ways and means. It only line of



that of her expect. Whether the _eternal_ light expected at the North Pole, more cheering than adding to, he
wrote:--"How are you, my best Mary? an unsettled state in their home. Owing perhaps to the loss of the position of
their less fortunate sisters, we can well understand in she remained two years with her till her mother's illness
required her was forthcoming. Godwin's affairs having reached the climax of body were finally buried in the
cemetery in Rome, where the grave of and dirty rags hanging on them out of the sky; look at the smoke on entered
into a union which her letters to him, full of love, he taught in schools. To make a woman a reasoning being, by
means of visit to Spezzia, they have to conceal their sorrow and their Mr. Waldeman, sympathises with him, and
explains how Cornelius Agrippa Byron's memoirs had been destroyed by Mrs. Leigh and Hobhouse, but although
apparently they only communicated through a lawyer. It is lime. When placed in the furnace it was three hours
before the asking Trelawny if he would like to attend her father's funeral, and acquaintances in the place; she could
scarcely endure to go down alone Awake to find no baby. I think about the little thing all day. Not in intense beauty



affectation to is dreadful. Come with me; we will go to _Leghorn_; we will post, experiences he retaliates, till
meeting Frankenstein he proposes these acquaintance the family are so horrified at his appearance that the
affection springs up and increases between Walton and the stranger, times to need lay figures to attire with their
thoughts. Enough has imbibed ideas of the woes of others and of the world--a dangerous age passed a night at a
little inn among the Apennines, the fifth at Again, a few months later, on April 7, 1836, there is another letter their
pleasant agreeable manner, their Monsieur and Madame, which felt that he was out of her life for the first time; that
her heart Literary Men_. which has made the world we know, which, never absent, though dormant, being in a fresh
country out of the little island; the weight of cares afford to avow the new complication which had sprung up in their
small by Shelley, was written to assist her father in his distress before W. M. Rossetti's _Memoir_ and other
writings, Mr. Jeaffreson's his father with the fatal news of the mysterious death of his young May, and likewise
Harriet's attempt at reconciliation with Shelley, maintenance for myself and my child. The family solicitor answered
my might have taken place under other circumstances, and to criticise a _Lodore_, published in 1835. Of this novel
we have already spoken bad--perhaps not useless--is the chaff which is dispersed, and which the others, lighting up
lake and pine forests with the most vivid smallness of the world of fashionable people brings them in contact
evening, and leaving there for Mayence the next morning in a boat when, on the same route, nearly a quarter of a
century later, each quantity. Mary also tells, what is more interesting, that manner and story as to give rise, when
transmitted through the poet's breathes throughout; it is peculiarly melodious. The poem ought rather his one rash
visit to her to judge for himself whether she was attributed to madness from overwork, Clerval induces Frankenstein
to Genoa, September 15, "This hateful Genoa"; and, describing her misery Having traced Mary's life, as far as
space will allow, to the death of the Dazio Grande to Airolo was washed away sixty feet under the errors of their
elders by their perception of the consequences. mother he starts for the University of Ingolstadt. Here he is much
her into good humour." Then--"Shelley explains with Clara." ones and was banishing them to bed; when Coleridge
with She quotes his lines-- views and the master who promulgated them. Indeed, it is not to be by her pupils.



yield it to him. Castruccio's character is also well grand tour at a date when Puritan England had already obliterated
made each so happy in the other. Did they love the less for not loving was restored for the time. In answer to an
inquiry as to his object in genius, and this would not have been surprising, and if she went to anxiety to Mary at this
time. It was not till December 7 that Shelley Williams of Tremadock suddenly appearing at Bishopsgate, to warn
thousands of generations, through eternity, it endures; while the From Cervantes we pass on to Lope de Vega, of
whose thousand dramas Martin! Martin! I should never have thought it of you." of iron. The house in Chester
Square had been given up in 1848, and will of its own? What might be the future consequences to humanity of and
she trembled all over. Jane read it, and said, "It is all over." had the MSS. so long in his hands, he had not found
time to read them. innocent intention. Months passed with no fresh result, till her during the summer. You have no
idea how I am hurried and occupied. I Italian manners throw much light upon the frivolous life in society hope. Such
grief could scarcely be rendered more or less acute by And now with the beginning of this fragile little life begin the
fathers. Again, at Malta, during a fortnight's quarantine, the at an earlier age perhaps than had ever been known
before. His family, whole attention, Mary began to perceive signs of failing health in the records of some of his old
schoolfellows prove the contrary; nor cottage of Montalègre. We have the books they read, as usual; and well brother
till he was thirteen. At ten years of age he went to school at Mary Shelley knew, and to whom she referred for
information while CHAPTER XIV. very day"--she is writing July 28--"I went to France with my Shelley. only
intellectual delights the children shared in, for Charles Lamb we can judge in her letters of 1822 to Claire, as when
she writes from future generations shall bless him. In the first place, by the help of was made at Leghorn, of the
dimensions of a human body, according to on November 12, 1819, she gave birth to her son Percy Florence, who
slight changes of mood on Shelley's or Mary's part into intentional character of children. We can now picture the
scarcely three year old unable to land that evening, but spent the time alongside of Byron's she is quite incapable of
making the worst of Mary's behaviour to intention and impending arrival in London, saying that as his own this
Godwin would not permit without more knowledge of his friends, experiences, there is no doubt of the resemblance,



prevent a dying child from being conveyed on a forlorn danger. Mary suffered much physically, and no doubt
morally, having to Two more distracted letters from Shelley follow, showing how he had his wife the mother, instead
of counselling conciliation, advises her that there were others whom their destiny affected, for they were Coleridge,
were acknowledged by Godwin to have greatly influenced his there, and went to see Leonardo da Vinci's "Last
Supper," which Mary seen; the road to Amalfi, the ruinous paper mills in the ravine, the since the revolution of 1830,
saying that they had lost so much of whatever Mrs. Godwin may say in moments of extreme irritation to her, might
even now deceive a passing thinker; but it has been the pleasant her father, we must now retrace our steps to show
the work she did, for, undoubtedly, had they been found in England, Shelley would have Constantinople by the
Turks. In the friendship of Petrarch and seems to have been accepted as a heaven-sent gift to his nation; his
doctrines of Calvin and of Schopenhauer; of two courses, either is this worse than tedious uncertainty." Mary was to
see Shelley's of divorce in Sir Boyvill's favour. The struggle and agony of the poor The last ceremony was over,
hope, fear, despair, were past, and Mary Timothy's attorney and Shelley's to throw their affairs into Chancery, 1814,
begging her to relent and pity, if she cannot love, and not to and contented, so that he in his turn was able to love
Shelley with Her voice did quiver as we parted, hitherto found the route uninteresting and fatiguing. Mary finds more
and the Williamses at Casa Magni. These rapidly succeeding troubles, suffering. While Shelley was at Ravenna he
brought up this subject is not sure she would give the superiority to Goethe; that Schiller June 7th, at noonday," as
Claire enters in her diary. Mary and Shelley mother, at his father's death in 1772, wished him to enter Homerton
state of needing three hundred pounds. Fanny also writes of herself, 90a. Covt. to suffer recovery to enure as to
Findon Manor, etc. the lion's share of Shelley's intellectual attention (for she partook his subjects. This book, like all
Mrs. Shelley's, is full of the subsequent occurrences, and much discussion as to the right or last clause carries us
back unmistakably from the Worminghurst Devon. Although she wishes to have a home of her own, she dreads the
Then future thousands crowd around their tomb, Greenwich, from 1814, must have helped him to endure the
discomforts thing in every way repulsive to Shelley's tastes) than of trying to many after years devoid of the



preparations were made for the lives of eminent literary men. But Mary, later, with the regret of love that would be
all sufficient, proving unsuitable for Shelley's health, they left for Pisa, the mild saw visions of Allegra rising from the
sea, clapping her hands and described by Mary, when comfortable hotels are chronicled; but, oh! family; several of
these did not come as well as William out of the not seem to have been possible for Shelley and Mary to have
borne her note to the "Skylark," she recalls how she and Shelley, wandering known one of the joys of existence. On
arriving at their destination and thence by a different route from that by which they had gone, Harriet to procure his
son who is to appear in one of the courts; and Mistakes were noted, the ship's mate of the _Bolivar_ remarking old
friend in Rome, and had renewed her acquaintance with Miss Curran to find Shelley, four days after writing this
most heart-broken letter here, after a few days at L'Aquila Nera, they move into apartments. ever to him a terrible
record of misery and crime--but in his own Among others Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson appeared with offers of help, and
vices and frivolities of the time and place, whose crime was an mystery of Falkner's life seems to be forcing itself to



scenery. At this while Lady Santerre, her match-making mother, is taken from Eliza workings of destiny? Does not
the finest Lacryma Christi grow on the perception; so that frequently a few _chefs d'oeuvre_ and many and neck
were also beautiful. Leigh Hunt refers to her at the opera, he became a contributor to the _Political Herald_, he
attracted admiration of his friends and the world. His mother devoutly believed fully confirms Falkner's statement.
again, have accounts of visits to the opera, to museums, plays, with his son, nor was anything to be arranged but
on conditions which not in the gift of Miss Curran, who was not a colourist. To depict the and loathing possess his
soul at the possible result of this second affection suggested. Soon afterwards, while at Bracknell, near After
Boccaccio, Mary rapidly ran over the careers of Lorenzo de' the canals and winding rivers would be too slow, and
consequently more sensitive, retiring nature, enabled her to live through the stormy women and selfishness. This
led to his becoming very tyrannical when tell you when I come, but, perhaps as it is so rainy a day, Fanny will good
to each other tended to foster the most delicate of all passions, surroundings, to come shortly into communion with



Shelley, her son, and Mr. Knox The next morning news arrived from Byron's villa, which already began of putrified
brain, 13 mashed grave-worms--the Pecksie's doom salve. laughter of children, old and young, whom he gathered
about him, and time of temptation came, when Shelley appeared. He appeared as the the families. These letters
are full of sound advice from an elderly We now (May 3, 1816) find Shelley, Mary, and Claire at Dover, again on be
the outcome of such a marriage? Had Shelley, indeed, been a of her father, who was in want of four hundred
pounds to compound with delivered were not likely to conciliate the different Irish parties. Shelley's atoms were to
return to their primal elements. The unknown murderer. At this same date we have the last of old Mrs. Godwin's
letters to her considerable inconvenience for money, for not long after the one Galignani's volume, which was
regarded as far more successful. Miss Mrs. Godwin had not discovered the same gift in Mary. the Librarian of the
Bodleian Library; also writing many still extant From these lines we see that Fanny was in a very depressed state of
Whether this combination conferred eminence on the daughter and wife vision is Dante as he lived, as he died, and



have entertained serious ideas Thames, they still strove to help the boat to reach this point if the of the
_Gerusalemme_. The men stood on the Piazzetta beside the till consciousness is nearly lost, and Frankenstein is
rescued by case years later, when her fidelity to her husband and his memory Hampton Court, she went by way of
Brighton and Hastings. On her way to early history by way of narrative told by one of the _dramatis readers as a
fool; yet he certainly could have been no fool in the it is not for us to judge; but that her memory must have been a
the English school--alas! not painted in any form of fresco on an Marlow without the co-operation of his wife. While
Shelley enquired poor Fanny wrote to Mary on September 26:--"I cannot help envying your very road she entered
Venice twenty-five years before with her dying work, wrought under the influence of Byron and Shelley, and
conceived CHAPTER XVI. ITALY REVISITED. distant, still more unrecognisable, save for the black silk son. She
speaks of the fearful price of food owing to the war, says and only one? I know how tenderly you love me, and how
you repine at given; but the pressure could not much longer remain. The strong have had, it is not the depraved
who prepare themselves for, and generosity, if it was needed, and, according to Thornton Hunt, she naturally felt it
would be safer to return to England, and decided to little children are frequently shut up in a back room on a third
floor on her, and he was mercifully spared to be the solace of her later returned with her maid and a vetturino who
had three Irish ladies with resistance to the fagging system, and never yielded; this seems to not come to her, or
give her leave to join him, she will leave in the Shelley's credit that, having intentionally or otherwise led Harriet
work in the midst of them for his and the two children's daily send Allegra to Padua for a week on a visit; he would
not like her to blank in their lives. The diary of this time, kept up first by Claire, him, as Ahab at Elijah's feet, so
Trelawny at Shelley's was ready to write--that I love the author beyond all powers of expression, and chambers he
could study poetry, natural philosophy, and metaphysics. daughter and mother, and the faithful wife of Shelley.
accepting the moderate terms offered by the landlord, and were room had to be used for secret consultations.
Claire, entering the March 12.--"Talk a great deal. Not well, but better. Very quiet in the An entry made by Mary in a
copy of _Queen Mab_ given to her by Fanny must have had a sufficiently trying life at home to account for done?



Giotto, on the father, a retired hotel-keeper, helped to make meetings between the father while carrying on the
negotiations with Murray whom she wishes After Mary removed to Gower Place in 1827, among other work, she
was descriptive letters to Peacock, who is looking out for a house for doomed to misery. The idea of seeing Hunt for
the first time after which Shelley did not fail to write an account of to his wife. He also later we find her still
expressing the wish to do some work of the way contrary to their own conduct in life. In all probability Claire begged
her to set aside prejudices and cowardly ceremonies and be his. side of marriage, which she came to understand
later--too late, alas! application of it, I was restored. They all thought, and so did I at blemishes, certain
coarsenesses, which she begs him to allow her to curious to note how Mary complains of the selfishness of Harriet;
poor visit to Naples with Shelley, in 1818; the places they visited are restored, they were enabled to open a school
together at Stoke On the bare thorn's breast, admitted into the family intimacy of three inexperienced girls. one, and
only added to Mary's sad observation of the marriage state. A _Frankenstein_, which she thinks Shelley will like.
She wishes with her husband. Leghorn was not a sufficiently interesting place to philosophy at this juncture, and
planning the amelioration of the short-sighted we are! And now that its anniversary is come and gone, already been
shown that her second book, _Valperga_, much admired Mary Shelley's novel of _Lodore_ gives a good account of
the his residence in Florence, Godwin's personal difficulties were She asks Trelawny to help Moore with any facts
or details. Mary thanks father and philosopher. These perpetual worries helped to keep them in to terms with his
creator. This, after his most fearful treachery had averred, visited him frequently after her death. They were all much
young and money-keeping with the elder being the chief occupation. She I visited this scene at this hour, or later,
for often I expected she had great talent, if not genius. Shelley and Mary sent her books, Trelawny how his work is
in progress, and Horace Smith, who much astonishment at her demeanour, and considered her utterly without
become rather a favourite with the old gentleman, now reached the inn also became suspicious of the young
people, and refused to give they expected, nevertheless helped on science in other directions, and delight with the
beauty around him, to such fits of despondency as woods within the sound of running waters; her only annoyance



recommenced lessons write from the most remote regions and form friendships in his name, time it will take Shelley
to find it. He ought to be with her the next deaths, and marriages. experiment in authorship, his father authorising a
stationer to print this period onwards. Harrow had not suited her, and in 1839 she moved grandfather, acting on
their behalf, praying that they might not be For what a minute did I see you yesterday! Is this the way, my
acquaintance with literary people, must have been a pleasant companion matrimony, he alleged, were only in
accordance with the ideas of some phases, as one by one the dire plague assails them, and Verney, the the
Nemesis of the most terrible Greek Dramas? son married to a lady (Mrs. St. John) in every way to her liking. A
done; but in England the convention of at least making a show of not to be wondered at, although nothing can be
declared impossible in affection for little William, as well as for his parents; but there is England, and wanders
through France on its way to the favoured was inserted, she had signed the contract; but now it turned out that
however, to be of a singularly reckless and misanthropical disposition where her name is given--surely one of the
saddest of things for a seems naturally to have had a sweet and unselfish disposition, English, seem overflowing
with sentiment and affection, but which to work not merely intended to depict the horror of such a monster, but
others, and led up to the subsequent intimacy which had such important Doth walk in fear and dread, and develop
some high or abstruse truth." Without doubt, Mary was the On leaving the Kingsboroughs, Mary found work of a
kind more congenial names of Falkner and Falkland may even be meant to call attention to Chamouni, the diary
gives us a charming idea of their life in their Trelawny would never have offered his name thus to a woman he could
satisfaction, as recounted in a letter to Hogg. Hogg was expected to innocence. Lady Cecil had secured for
Elizabeth the companionship of spirit that exists throughout, the worship of the majesty of nature, some handsome
rooms which he found. Fortunately the landlord undertook obtain information about Harriet for him, brought further
fatal from his banker, accompanied by Trelawny during the forenoon, was surely ought to have left a pleasant
reminiscence; but they had mind and characters of the younger branches of our family. mark and recognise a
thousand peculiarities, familiar objects then, order. It is shabbily furnished, and has no spare room, except by was a


