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VARIETY OF OPINION

f e were thrust into the hold in a state of nudity . . . ; the hold was so
jlow we could not stand up. . . .

MAHOMMAH GARDO BAQUAQUA

efe we have nearly one-third given apparently for the average loss on
1€ passage, and this estimated by the slave-dealers themselves on the
erican side of the Atlantic.

THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON

ne conclusion that might be drawn is that, in reducing the estimated
:ahexport of slaves from about twenty million to about ten rp:lhor{,
£, 4" done to African societies is also reduced by half. This is obvi-
';?-:" Nonsense,

PHiLip D. CURTIN
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Mahommah Gardo Baquaqud

An African’s Ordeal

Few Africans who crossed the Atlantic on a slave ship had both the
opportunity and the desire to write of their experiences. One who did was
Mahommah G. Baquaqua, who was sold from the infamous port of Whydah
on the Slave Coast in the 1840s. Though his autobiography is less well
known than'that of Olaudah Equiano, modern scholars have confirmed
the authenticity of Baquaqua’s account of the Middle Passage whereas

s 'l“"s has been questioned. Both authors emphasized the physical and
mental ordeals of their Atlantic voyages.
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thn all were read

with ropes round a)’ to go aboard, we were chained together, and tied

¢4 shore. The za;hibollt our necks, and were thus drawn down 10 the

ship before, and P Was lying some distance off. 1 had never seen ?

of the white ma“my idea of it was, that it was some object of worship
+ 'Magined that we were all to be slaughtered, an
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were being led there for that purpose. I fel't alarmed f,, my st
despondency had almost taken sole possession of me, Y, ang

A kind of feast was made ashpre thflt day, and those 0 toweg
boats were plentifully rega'?d with whiskey, and the slaves g, . e
rice and other good things in gbundance. I was nctt
to be my last feast in Africa. I did not know my destu}y_ aDpy for n]as
that I did not. All I knew was, that I was a slave, chaineq by the ﬂecle(’
and that I must readily and willingly submit, come what would, which
considered was as much as I had any right to know.

At length, when we reached the beach, and stood on the sanq_ ohi
how I wished that the sand would open and swallow me up. My wreteh,
edness I cannot describe. It was beyond description. The reader i
imagine, but anything like an outline of my feelings would fa]] e
short of the mark, indeed. There were slaves brought hither from all
parts of the country, and taken on board the ship. The first boat ha
reached the vessel in safety, notwithstanding the high wind and rough
sea; but the last boat that ventured was upset, and all in her but one
man were drowned. The number who were lost was about thirty. The
man that was saved was very stout, and stood at the head of the boat with

a chain in his hand, which he grasped very tightly in order to steady the

e
aware th,, Bivey

iserab] €an so truly depict its hor-
within its portals. Op) friencis of hy € Wretch that has been confined

1as been trepanned and sold away ?:2:’:%izgﬁsthe (I])(Lor Afncal:l, “(/)l:i
.sngr?cd tolthe hold of a slave ship, it even m anh ome, ana ¢
ies in a dnsta.nt land, amongst the religioyg _re horrors and miser
then.r very midst; but.to the ship! w, Were thrug cnevolent, Yes, even in
sel in a state of nudity, the males being S nto the hold of the ves-
females on the other; the hold e

was so | ON one side and the
- ow § at we
but were obliged to crouch upon the floor

- ; or sjt dCOUId Not stand up,
were the same to us, sleep being denied 4 from | OWN; day and night
of our bodies, and we became desperate throug}, ; Confined position

€ling and fatigue.

the’
ship
hor



An African’s Ordeal

h! the loathsomeness and filth of t . )
ef(}%ced from my memory; nay, as lOngh:st ,}:::::,l-; gﬁ;e }\]Vl" never
this Jistracted brain, wnl! I remember that. My heart eve ns atetrhs‘cat in
sickens at the thought (?f lt.. . 1s day,
et those humane individuals, who are in favor
hemselves to takg the slave’s position in the noijs
ship, just for one trip from Africa to America, and w
horrors of slavery further than this, if they do not come oyt thorough
going abolitionists, then I have no more to say in favor of abolition Bgti
think their views and feelings regarding slavery will be changed i sol:ne
degree, however; if not, let them continue in the course of slavery, and
work out their term in a cotton or rice field, or other plantation, and
then if they do not say hold, enough! I think they must be of iron fl‘a;mes
possessing neither hearts nor souls. I imagine there can be but one p]acé
more horrible in all creation than the hold of a slave ship, and that place
is where slaveholders and their myrmidons are the most likely to find
themselves some day, when alas, ‘twill be too late, too late, alas!

The only food we had during the voyage was corn soaked and
boiled. I cannot tell how long we were thus confined, but it seemed a
very long while. We suffered very much for want of water, but was de-
nied all we needed. A pint a day was all that was allowed, and no more;
and a great many slaves died upon the passage. There was one poor
fellow became so very desperate for want of water, that he attempted
to snatch a knife from the white man who brought in the water, when

of slavery, only allow
ome hold of a slave

ithout going into the

he was taken up on deck and I never knew what became of him. I sup-

posed he was thrown overboard.

When any one of us became refractory, his flesh was cut with a
knife, and pepper or vinegar was rubbed in to make him peaceable(!) I
suffered, and so did the rest of us, very much from sea sickness at first,
but that did not cause our brutal owners any trouble. Our sufferings
were our own, we had no one to share our troubles, none to care for us,
or even to speak a word of comfort to us. Some were thrown overboard
before breath was out of their bodies; when it was thought any would
not live, they were got rid of in that way. Only twice during t!le voyage
We;e we allowed to go on deck to wash ourselves—once whilst at sea,
and again just before going into port. :

We ar:ived at Per%wamgbuco,psoouth America, early i“_the mom;‘ng,
and the vessel played about during the day, without coming to anchor.
All that day we neither ate or drank anything, and we were given o
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understand that we welre to rema.indpe:rfectll); siler}xlt, and noy,
otherwise our lives were In anger. But when “y; ¢ any
(s):l:izri};’]ant]e on the earth and sea,” the anchor dropped, , ﬂ‘\:{:“'wher
pénnitted to go on deck to be v:ewe:.d ang handled by our future e
who had come aboard from the city. \ye landfed a few mile, from
city, at a farmer’s house, which was used as a kind of slave Market
farmer had a great many slaves, and | had not been there
before I saw him use the lash pretty fre¢ly on a boy, which mj,
impression on my mind, as of course I jmagined that would
ere long, and oh! too soon, alas! were my fears realized. |
* When I reached the shore, I felt ﬂjénkful to Providence that | Was
once more penmitted to breathe pure air, the thought of which almog 5,
sorbed every other. I cared but little then that I was a slave, having escapeg
the ship was all I thought about. Some of the slaves on board could
Portuguese. They had been living on the coast with Portuguese families
and they used to interpret to us. They wee not placed in the hold with the
rest of us, but come down occasionally tq tell us something or other.
These slaves never knew they weré to be sent away,

| until they were
placed on board the ship. I remained in this slave mar

' ket but a day or
two, before I was again sold to a slave dealer in the city, who again sold
me to a man in the countr P

¥> who was y baker, and resided not a great
distance from Pernambuco 5 ‘

very lon
de a deeg

be my fafe
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Thomas Fowell Buxton

An Abolitioni;t?\

ir Thomas Fowell Buxton was a mepm}.. N
[Sumed his atte.ntion from domf:stic p,isg:,'?;};ﬁht: t?;lhsh l.’e.zrliament who
trade. His major work, the African Slaye [rade, way b*;!mhhqn of the slave
after Britain had ceased cartying slaves buf before Qﬂ?: ished in 1839, long
The grisly details of the slavl:: trade Buxto, , leaned fromr nations had done so.
cial sources were meant to keep up pressu? on goy, Cyewitnesses and offi-

, “Mments 4, end the trade.

'The Atlantic Slﬂ Trade
: as Fowell Buxton, 7 P It Ry
Frongh;;:.IZB, 135-139, 172-175- ? (London, 1840),
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An Abolitionist’s Evidence

It was well observed by Mr. Fox, in a debate on the Slave Trade, that

True humanity consists not in a squeamish ear; it consists not in starting
or shrinking at such tales as these, but in a disposition of heart to relieve
misery. True humanity appertains rather to the mind than to the nerves,
and prompts men to use real and active endeavours to execute the ac-
tions which it suggests.

In the spirit of this observation, I now go on to remark, that the
first feature of this deadly passage, which attracts our attention, is the

evident insufficiency, in point of tonnage, of the vessels employed, for
the cargoes of human beings which they are made to contain. . _
We have a faithful description of the miseries of the middle passage,

from the pen of an eye-witness, Mr. Falconbridge. His account refers to
a period antecedent to 1790. He tells us that

The men Negroes, on being brought aboard ship, are immediately fas-
tened together two and two, by handcuffs on their wrists, and by irons
riveted on their legs. . . . They are frequently stowed so close as to admit
of no other posture than lying on their sides. Neither will the height
between decks, unless directly under the grating, permit them the indul-
gence of an erect posture, especially where there are platforms, which
is generally the case. These platforms are a kind of shelf, about eight
or nine feet in breadth, extending from the side of the ship towards the
center. They are placed nearly midway between the decks, at the distance
of two or three feet from each deck. U pon these the Negroes are stowed in
the same manner as they are on the deck underneath.

After mentioning some other arrangements, he goes on to say,

It often happens that those who are placed at a distance from the
buckets, in endeavouring to get to them, tumble over their companions,
in consequence of their being shackled. These accidents, although
unavoidable, are productive of continual quarrels, in which some of
them are always bruised. In this distressed situation they desist from the
attempt, and . . . this becomes a fresh source of broils and disturbances,

and tends to render the situation of the poor captive wretches still more
uncomfortable,

In favourable weather they are fed upon deck, but in bad weather their
is given to them below. Numberless quarrels take place among them
uring their meals; more especially when they are put upon short allow-

ance, which frequently happens. In that case, the weak dre obliged to
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with a very scanty portion. Their allowance of water i oy
t

be content
ry meal.

half a pint each, at eve

Upon the negroes refusing to take sustenance, I have seen

glowing hot, put on d shovel, and placed so near their lipsi;ag of fir,
d this has been accompanied with threats of forc;

g

and burn them, an
them to swallow the coals, if they any longer persisted in refusi
These means have generally the desired effect. I have (:?SO bemngc,.:;g‘
i
y

informed that a certain captdin in the Slave Trade
on such of the negroes as obstinately refused their foo,:ft,)“fed melted leqd

EldC:r:lbridgde then tells us that the negroes are sometimes compell
ce and to sing, and that if any rel g . 1pelled
nine-tails i , if any reluctance is exhibited \
- l?rlll; el(s1 ?'mploye(.] to enforce obedience. He goes on to “;ethe' cat-o-
I alcc:]nce given to the officers and crew of the slave ntion the

; and, speaking of the officers, he says, they rs, as regards

are sometimes gui
o thgeu;llz (:51 siUCh brutal excesses as disgrace huma
durifng the passage are sf;sa ;’;‘I’ "thObnveniences suffered by th: :: o
are far more violentl y to be enumerated : groes
It frequent! -y affected by the : or conceived. Th
¢ . sea-sic ey
exclusion 0;) t,fzr;::;;:es-m' dedth, o5 peciallkyn;ss than the Europeans_
have air-ports; but dir is among the most o8 the women. The
becomes neces » Whenever the seq i st intolerable. Most ships
sary to shut the Is r0ugh and th ] p
se and every other e rain heavy, it
conveyance by which

air is admitted. Th
# e fresh : .
very soon grow i air bemg th
b W intolerabl us exclud
y the effluvia exhaled fr);'zott’; Th‘z confined ZC;; the ';egroes’ rooms
eir bodi , rendered noxious

requiring it, I frequent|
apart sl
sffort Z'I;Z“Bb 3;-‘ a;," ¢ 80 extreme;){ohugtl among them, g
e - But the excessive heqt as to be op],, Wll at length thei
situation intolerable. The dw"s not the ) sufferable fg (e
:;;as s0 covered with the blood anffk' that i tnly thing thqy :Z ‘:Ivers
em in consequence of the mucus whiop, 207 Of thei room
is not in the power of humaf ;‘r:’at’?at g resemlglfh . p'i:‘hw 2 from
gination to ; ed g slaughteeied from
. &"ter-nouse. It

more dreadful or more disgusting. Clure 4
on
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Slave Transport, circa 1750, A diagram showing how slaves were packed into the hull
of a ship, some standing, some sitting. (Illustration source unknown/Photo by Henry
Guttmann/Getty Images)

He proceeds to notice the case of a Liverpool vessel which took on

board at the Bonny River nearly 700 slaves (more than three to each
ton!); and Falconbridge says,

By purchasing so great a number, the slaves were so crowded, that they
were even obliged to lie one upon another. This occasioned such a mor-
tality among them, that, without meeting with unusual bad weather,

or having a longer voyage than common, nearly one-half of them died
before the ship arrived in the West Indies.

He then describes the treatment of the sick as follows:

The p(ace allotted for the sick negroes is under the half-deck, where
they lie on the bare plank. By this means, those who are emaciated
g’e‘{“e"”}’ have their skin, and even their flesh, entirely rubbed off,
elybo;: motion of the ship, from the prominent parts of the shoulders,
. e}f": and hips, 50 as to render the bones in those parts quite bfzre.
o conﬁ;“c“{tmg pain which the poor sufferers feel from being obltggd
case the u; n s0 dr, eadful a situation, frequently for several week.s, in
ew in de); J appen to live g long, is not to be conceived or described.
Upon goingagitever able to withstand the fatal effects of it. The surgeon,
the sgyeq de Ween decks in the morning, frequently finds several of

€8ro faste (:1 1 and,. among the men, sometimes a dead and a living
ned by their irong together.
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He then states that surgeons are driven to engage in the G
Trade” by the confined state of their ﬁnfmccs; and that, at mg the
only way in which a surgeon can r.en‘der himself useful, is by seeing’ that
the food is properly cooked and distributed to the slaves:

When once the fever and dysentery get to any height at seq, o cure g
scarcely ever effected.

One-half, sometimes two-thirds, and even beyond that, have been knoyy
to perish. Before we left Bonny River no less than fifteen died of fevers
and dysenteries, occasioned by their confinement. ’

Falconbridge also told the Committee of 1790, that,

in stowing the slaves, they wedge them in, so that they had not as much
room as a man in his coffin: that, when going from one side of their
rooms to the other, he always took off his shoes, but could not avoid
pinching them; and that he had the marks on his feet where they bit and
scratched him. Their confinement in this situation was so injurious, that

he has known them to go down ; :
be found dead in the mgoming. apparently in good health at night, and

Any comment on the statem
ent of Falc i :
he had been a surgeon in slave-shj onbridge must be superfluous:

before the Committee of Inquiry i Ps, he was a respectable witness

taken no part in the slave-traffc; af,':,dit“;;esclt)-'ezs, since 1807, Britan has
N the policy of the foreign

nations who h:]!ve.co:)tnnuefl the trade con
the horrors and miseries which are ji attend ceal, as far as they could,
ants, :

lo

. us adv )
forward a case which aroused public 1. 2t€ Of the ne h
. . attent; gro) brought
passage- In his Memoirs we have the fo]lov:;r:‘g) N to the horrors of this

private memoranda: account taker, from his

March 19, 178}. Gustavus Vas[s]q

]32 negroes being thrown alive jny,, t‘;::l:z on me with g,

slave-ship- » From on poq
. this case coy|
"wmgtances Of : ) ould not £.:

The ¢ of a slave-ship trading fr,,. Ag‘;‘l to

€xcite
master ca ¢ a deey ;
The ? Jamaijcq, af,:;"terest.

account of
rd an English
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440 slaves on board, had thought fit, on a pretext that he might be
distressed on his voyage for want of water, to lessen the consumption of
it in the vessel, by throwing overboard 132 of the most sickly among the
slaves. On his return to England, the owners of the ship claimed from
the in surers the full value of those drowned slaves, on the ground that
there was an absolute necessity for throwing them into the sea, in order to
save the remaining crew, and the ship itself. The underwriters contested
the existence of the alleged necessity; or, if it had existed, attributed it
to the ignorance and improper conduct of the master of the vessel. This
contest of pecuniary interest brought to light a scene of horrid brutality
which had been acted during the execution of a detestable plot. From
the trial it appeared that the ship Zong, Luke Collingwood master,
sailed from the island of St. Thomas, on the coast of Africa, September 6,
1781, with 440 slaves and fourteen whites on board, for Jamaica, and
that in the November following she fell in with that island; but, instead
of proceeding to some port, the master, mistaking, as he alleges, Jamaica
for Hispaniola, ran her to leeward. Sickness and mortality had by this
time taken place on board the crowded vessel: so that, between the time
of leaving the coast of Africa and the 29th of November, sixty slaves and
seven white people had died; and a great number of the surviving slaves
were then sick and not likely to live. On that day the master of the ship
called together a few of the officers, and stated to them that, if the sick
slaves died a natural death, the loss would fall on the owners of the ship;
but, if they were thrown alive into the sea, on any sufficient pretext of
necessity for the safety of the ship, it would be the loss of the under-
writers, alleging, at the same time, that it would be less cruel to throw

sick wretches into the sea, than to suffer them to linger out a few days
under the disorder with which they were afflicted.

To tffis inhuman proposal the mate, James Kelsal, at first objected; but
Collingwood qat length prevailed on the crew to listen to it. He then chose
?:;:Of' om the cargo 132 slaves, and brought them on deck, all or most of
tum;n t:i;f sickly, and not likely to recover, and he ordered the crew by
thrown oy, rtl)’w them into the sea. “A parcel” of them were accordingly
ing, it ap o O;rd, and, on counting over the remainder the next morn-
ordered al;e:tr: that the number so drowned had been fifty-four. He then
on the g er parcel to be thrown over, which, on a second counting
ucceeding day, was proved to have amounted to forty-two.

On the th; .
ese no»f 'r:lf“)’ the remaining thirty-six were brought on deck, and, as

Were fettered wffg the cruel purpose of their masters, the arms of twenty-six
Work, castin, gt heml;ons’ anc.l t.he savage crew proceeded with the diabolical
OWn to join their comrades of the former days. Outraged
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: 1d endure no longer; the ten ;ast victims sprang disdain

misery €0 ftﬁzeir tyrants, defied their pOWer, and, leaping into ¢ hf:”y from
h in the embrace ?f death. . .. seq, fy)

1€ .crute]ties of the middle passage towarg, "
nd of the last century; and it might haye been expected that, since
time, soimne improvement should have Ttaken place; but it is not .that
treatment of slaves by the British, subsequent to the Slave Re s;), .the
Act, and down to 1808, was mildness i_tself, when compared i“ Ehon
miseries consequent on the trade, and the system which 'th the
pursued in the vain attempt to put it down, since that perj 2 been
, i period to th
present time. . . . ¢
Since 1808 the English Governipent has, with various s
been n?defatigably engaged in endeavoyring to procure the coo tecess,
of forengn powers for the suppression pf the Slave Trade. In ‘?etrahon
the treaties which have been entered injto, many vessel iy
traffic have b : i ¢ g s engaged in the
| een captured; and much jnformation has been obtained
wll:.ncll: ltms bl::en regularly laid before Parliament. A few of thea::ne ’
which have been detailed will now be njoti ; e
o noticed, f
tan.ntmg w};‘ether the miseries which hase been r?;r:l;fe[dm}:apose Ofasjetr-
exist; or whether they do ‘41 : ve ceased o
any fommer period. y do not now exist in a more intense degree than at
The first case I notice i
- 1814 1o notice is that of thg Spanish brig Carlos captured
is vessel of 200 tons, 512 ’
(nearly 180 more than the co l’ Negroes had been put & r
five slaves to three tons). Th mplement allowed on the proportion of
- The captor reported that

Such were some of tl

they w . ) :
th:y Slae;Z ';"Cr’ars;sfv:;zfllc)l) fed, clothed, Gc., that any idea of the horrorsof  §
board before we cq 5 turef(cliliz short of wlggt I saw. Eighty were thrown ove" ,'

through the skin from starvfz?iiz many instances I saw the bones comi"s &

In the
captured Wi:}?:]ceaz’earélfil‘}) the schooner Aglae, of 40 tons, W& 1
; go of 152 negroes (Iicarly four to each ton). ;

The onl :
s possible, i

Y care see :
and tarpaylin wan;ec; to have been to pack them as close @

placed over tarpaulin, in order to gV the Vei“n ]

cottd”

the appear g
e ance of being laden wzth a well-stowed cargo ©

In 1815

- a lie '
Portuguese s| utenant of the navy thus describes the state °

av
er, the St. Joaquim: he says,
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. ty-two days after the vessel had left Mozambiqu’e
That wtth‘"ht‘:v:;;:es had died: that between the capture and their
thirteen of t s Bay, the survivors of them were all sickly and weak,

grrival at o f them afflicted with the flux; that the slaves were all

and n(;"g;':t’;zro perfectly naked, and nothing but rough, unplaned
stowe ’

upon, in a hold situated over their water and

'm.k 316 C;’ZZ;;,;;Z“I)JZMZ little more than two feet in height, and the
i d for each slave so small, that it was impossible for them to
P allm;:.n and pressing upon those immediately surrounding. The
ot touc;t O;g them were fastened, some three together, by one leg, each
in ]?:eryp‘;ron shackles, a very large proportion of them having the flux.

Thus they were compelled,

&c. (here a scene of disgusting wretchedness is described.)

lot being asked by Captain Baker how many he supposed would
I?::ep:eached fheir destination, replied, “About half the number that
were embarked.”

We have next the case of the Rodeur, as stated in a periodical work,
devoted to medical subjects, and published at Paris. This vessel, it appears,
was of 200 tons burden. She took on board a cargo of 160 negroes, and
after having been fifteen days on her voyage, it was remarked that the
slaves had contracted a considerable redness of the eyes, which spread
with singular rapidity. At this time they were limited to eight ounces of
water a-day for each person, which quantity was afterwards reduced to the
half of a wine-glass, By the advice of the surgeon, the slaves who were
::1 th:all:eld n::;:s:rr;ltxfl;:) :Edognd:l?( for the. advantage of fresh air; but

: is expedient, as many of them who
nostalgia threw themselves into the sea, locked in each

® Were increased by a violent dysentery, attributed to the

. The b -
Vessel reqah . g umber of the blind augmented every day. The
deplorghye cei Stadaloupe on Jyne 7] o in s

» 1819, her crew bein t
vl g in a mos
g:g the gy ; ha(;’“- ree days after her arriyal the only man who dur-

Oidep Wthstood the influence of the contagion, and whom
panlons’ red
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cited great interest, and several' additional circyyy,.
e ex d with it were given to the public. It was stated that
J several of the negroes who were prevented in the
emselves overboard, to be shot 'an'd hung, in the
le might deter the rest from a similar conduct, |;

s further stated, that upwards of thirty of the slaves w}?o l?ecame blind
were thrown into the sea and drowned; upon the principle that had
they been landed at Guadaloupe, no one would havc? bOflg.ht them,
while by throwing them overboard the expense of maintaining them
was avoided, and a ground was laid for a claim on the underwriters by
whom the cargo had been insured, who are said to have allowed the
claim, and made good the value of the slaves thus destroyed.

What more need be said in illustration of the extremity of suffering
induced by the middle passage, as demonstrated by the case of the
I:zldye;‘i?s;; ]tl;z sll:ipp]emellt must not be omitted. At the time when

uld see to steer that vessel, a large ship approached,

which appeared to be totall .
crew of this vessel, hea:: ally at the mercy of the wind and the waves. The

most vehemently for heltflf ’tI{;:e voices of the crew of the Rodeur, cried out

along, — that their ship 4 tOlc.l the melancholy tale as they passed

This cas
stances connecte
the captain cause
attempt to throw th
hope that the examp

oy . give ag
;m:‘t‘;;‘:otii:;?;dd;e Passaggfnilnea\:,)t(o()f the exte
From papers Prl:rstex;t ; the average, o?tls]tate& that in his time it
that, in the year 1791, (thr: to the Ouse of Ifonumber embarked.
Regulation Act,) of |5 750 Y4 after the, o -9 in 1799, it appears
1378 dicd during the pagug, 51°% embarkeg 8 °f the Slave Carrying
ﬁfm:(g, : ':m;tality of é%‘;;verage lcngtﬁrot}‘e }‘:l’VESt Indies, &c.,
slaV°_3 carried ;:Ol(:l !:tl;':i(‘r:o:?:’ty 17 2w o ﬁ_ﬂy'one
T i vt nee than 17 than 5 130 greater. Of 31,554
dee with the eastén_: a co‘““‘llnicaﬁ(?t In f ‘Onle ol
Coast of Ay "o the A € days,

mi
' stateSlrahy’ on the Slave

nt of the inorta]ity

he passage,




An Abolitionist’s Evidence

That the ships which use this traffic consider they make an excellent
yoyage if they save one-third of the number embarked: some vessels are so
fortunate as to save one-half of their cargo alive.

Captain Cook says, in the communication to which I have before
d, as to the East coast traffic,

If they meet with bad weather, in rounding the Cape, their ngferings are
beyond description; and in some instances one-half of t(:g lives on board
are sacrificed. In the case of the Napoleon, from Quilimane, the loss
amounted to two-thirds. It was stated to me by Captains a'nd Super-
~ cargoes of other slavers, that they made a profitable voyage if they lost
~ fifty per cent.; and that this was not uncommon.

~ Caldcleugh says, “Scarcely two-thirds live to be landed.”
" Governor Maclean, of Cape Coast, who has had many oppor-
ies of acquiring information on the subject, has stated to me,
at he considers the average of deaths on the passage to amount to
ird.
aptain Ramsay, R.N., who was a long time on service with
eventive Squadron, also stated to me, that the mortality on the
across the Atlantic must be greater than the loss on the passage
a Leone, from the greater liberty allowed after capture, and
the removal of the shackles. He believes the average loss to be

ar-Admiral Sir Graham Eden Hamond, Commander-in-Chief

llth American station, in 1834, thus writes to the British
t Monte Video:

ve-brig of 202 tons was brought into this port with 521 slaves on
The vessel is said to have cleared from Monte Video in August
a licence to import 650 African colonists.

to proceed to the coast of Aftica is accompanied by a curious

Tporting to be an application from two Spaniards at

“{‘,’?"aca and Barquez, for permission to import
U more—to cover the deaths on the voyage.

ly mthud gi'vén_\ apparently for the average loss
ated by the slavc_-dgglgrs themselves on
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Philip D. Curtin

Philip D. Cutin

A Historian’s Recount

The horrors that abolitionists such as Buxton catalogued remain cenfy,
to our understanding of the Middle Passage, but many modern historiapg
have worked hard to define what was typical of a slaving voyage. Philip D,
Curtin’s immensely important 1969 study did much to start this trend by
showing that the once accepted estimates of the size and destinations of
the slave trade were of dubious accuracy. In the last part of this excerpt,
this historian of Africa and the Atlantic summarizes his recalculation of the
origins, destinations, and overall size of the slave trade.

This book . . . seeks to explore old knowledge, not to present new
information. Its central aim is to bring together bits and pieces of
incommensurate information already published, and to do this for only
one aspect of the trade —the measurable number of people brought
across the Atlantic. How many? When? From what parts of Africa? To
what destinations in the New World? . . |

This book is . . . written with an implicit set of rules that are nei-
ther those of monographic research, nor yet those of a survey. Histori-
cal stanc.lafds for monographic research require the author tg/ .examine
every existing authority on the problem at hand, and every archival col-

lection where part of the answe )
The milebook fallowed here.s rmay be found. This has not been done.

of true research standards. I have not Sstimates. But these stop short

sources, nor into the relevant archive
“er o S, ev

contain important additional data. T} en when they are known to

Philip D. Curtin, “A Historian’s Recount,” from T, Atlany;
pp- svi—xvii, 3-8, 165-173. Copyright © 1969. Reprinteq by péc S.Iaye Trade: A Census,
of Wisconsin Press. fMission of the University
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A Historians Recount

with the bricks that exist, not in making new ones. This ofien

1din ' . § .
beull]] ,-,esgthe o aanU]at.lon of existing data in search of commensurates
Irnqdoi”g this, I have tried to show the steps that Jead from existing data

o the new synthesis. Not everyone will agree with a]] the assumptions
ihat go into the process, nor with all the forms of calculation that haye
heen used. But this book is not intended to be a definitive styd onl

a point of departure that will be modified in time as new researcyl; pmf

late.r on with a degree of certitude that was never intended. This js
Pé"“CU]'?'_r ly true when percentages are carried to tenths of | per cent,
;glereas in fact the hoped-for range of accuracy may be plus or minus
y tﬁzr cent of actuality. Let it be said at the outset, then, that most
precisequan-tmes that follow are wrong. They are not intended to be
per cen?s %lven, only Approximations where a result falling within 20
i o 8Cfuallty is a nght"’ answer—that is, a successful result,
that o - qual‘xty of the underlying data. It should also be understood
e estimates will not even reach that standard of accuracy.
€Y are given only as the most probable figures at the present state of
OWledge. These considerations have made it convenient to round out
Most quantities to the nearest one hundred, including data taken from
€r authors,
All of this may seem to imply estimates of limited value on account
oftheir limited accuracy. For many historical purposes, greater accuracy is
> "®quired, and some of the most significant implications of this quanti-

o study would follow from figures tillless accurate than these. Their
Principg) value is not, in any case, the absolute numbe'{ an abstraction
nearly Meaningless in ’isolaﬁon. It is, instead, the comparative values, mak-
"2 it possible to measure one branch of the slave trade against another.
Some readers may miss the sense of moral outrage traditional in
histories of the trade. This book will have vexy little to say 4 bout the
. ing to assign retrospective blame

CVi] '" ]css in h}" . 5 _
to tﬁ:f;:;ﬁi?&?gefz’sut;’ who were responsible. This omission in ng

¢ ind trade was morally neutral; it clearly was not.
e e e o

since proven beyond dispute: - -
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The principal secondary authorities and the ... . e
are, indeed, in remarkable agreement gn th PYincipg] y, 810"
. L e general gy xtl)(lol(3 1089
[Atlantic slave] trade. Most begin with the statement thar > itude ofy g e
about the subject, pass on to the suggestion that it g ;t h.tﬂe iskng,, a5, %
make an accurate numerical estimate, and then makeya ! POSsiple) | mtl(:1 : ale
style is exemplified by Basil Davidson's Black Mother ':hCShmate, The B aboulatzoj
general history of the slave trade. » the et tecey, o il
First of all, wh . g
irst of all, what were the round numbers involved in th; the
: : _ ! n th . f
tion to which the African-European trade gave rise blesgﬁrzgd e deﬂceeost
fifteenth century and ending in the nineteenth? The short ‘ms:fg in the these o
nobody knows or ever will know: eithéi' the necessary records aree rnis t’-lat B authofé
or they were never made. The best ong’ can do is to construct an est;ss; w.E. >
from confused and incomplete data. =~ e B ]
ns
. .. For the grand total of slaves la ive i KUCZY
: . nded alive in the land istoricd
z;\htlantzc an eminent student of popul{ztion statistics, Igu:zt;n:k?c:c)zssm:}:; llljljlt?t:d f
O: hc;ornclytszonhthat fifteen millions might be “rather a conservative figure” London
writers have accepted thi : T A— ' ,
believed it was much higher th;snﬁtghllfsr.% YOS i ominiet s an orig!
Roland Ol; P Ly
most wide )"feél‘geri:;d I'fl?ﬂ\.frl-?at‘ée in their Short History of Africa, the the plac
express their uncertau:ytyo dlc}? to appear so far, are less concemed to I
vicinity of fifteen millior s]‘::e tl ¢y toa’come to a total estimate in the t:‘
and subdivide the total by cen:u?ircfed ~ They goa step farther, however, inai
The total is again given S m " , N ' the
from R. R. Kuczynski. Indeed P cmum, and it is clearly derived
down in his Introduction to th rIc_)Iff“-isor Fage gave the same break- Tt
Ghana, where the citatiop of KZ 'story of West Africa and in his Unb,
twted by so many other recent czi']I}S!u. is explicit. The estimate is ot z
dpmmant- statement of PTCSent-d: Uth.gntn'es that it can be taken as the i A::
K“;Z)'ﬂfkl dlfeftly. Others, like Roie.-w;f“%raphy. Some writers cite te
of Tropical Africa, strengthen the ¢p t Otl.),erg in his Political History thsl)on
secon'd author who derived his dat;e fb)' citing both Kuczynski and 3 €y
ever, improved on his authorities |, oM Kuezynski. Rotbero. how- Coupyy
five million slaves,” an increase of};‘:,a'f"‘.g the tota] to “at1 e 3 d“"n
| assumtioe Hiatth Worthirds east twenty g
e Aot sl ffteen-millipy, g5, -PParently based on the " y
ow side. Another alternative, choser, - Dg Bre was likely to be on the ‘hatel

.

Prize-winning Problem of Slavery in, y, avis o 1. .
with Kuczynski (who wrote, after a]l,‘%it;mthcu 1%, i(;rn}:tstl: l:)lltélf:;
* an th; 0

'y years ago), but
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Iy to a recent authority —in this case to the
irectly '
g; v,ifjon q;ézfcejy igﬁﬁs at the center of this we
Sinced amplifications, it is 1mp9rtant to
tions, A7 lating his now-famous estimates.
abOUtc::J’;U Movements does indeed present a |
, Pnu,[:itllloio n or more slaves landed in the Am
tee

| e by centuries. . . . But Kuczynski himself shows no evj.
| the d:sg} having made any calculation on hjs own. He merely foung
r?::;Eeestinmtes to be the most acceptable of

those made by earlier
uthorities, and the particular authority he cited js none other thap
a ’ ;
W.E. B. Du Bois.

words of Basi]

b of citat

see just ho
The cruciy]

ions, quo-
W he went

ad to a paper on “The Negro Race in the
United States of America,” delivered to a semi-scholarly congress in

mething as important as
anoriginal, overal] estimate '

lave trade—and in fact the
Paper contains no sych thing Du

ois’s only mention of the subject in
sentences:

The exqct number of slayes imported is not known, Dunbar estimates

that nearly 900,000 came to America in the sixteenth century, 2,0 75(0),0003

in the Seventeenth, 7,000,000 in the eighteenth, and over 4,000,000 ;
¢ nineteenth, perhaps 15,000,000 in all.

- " s, but
The reg) authority, then, is neither Kuczynski nor Du qusd bu
53 nt was not supported by
Unbgr, Though Du Bois’s Oﬁ'han.d staten.lc s Edward E. Dhsibar:
MO o bibliggraphy: he st o o o carlynart s 1) e
" American publicist of the 18605 During the ear ypartof L furthering
"esponsib)e for a serial called The Mexican Papelﬁ, Liberal Party in that
f President Judrez of Mexico and C}ft;]: Reform against their
mumry. The Liberals had just won the War o d by European creditors
dOmesﬁc OPponents, but they were h?r(ti I::;st?on-a threat that shol'fl}'
and threateneq with possible mll‘t"f‘ryl;z:bar’s principal task was to enlist
« Aerialized in the Maximnilian aﬂ’a':\m erican diplomatic intervention, in
€rican Sympathy, and if posSlb::; r was a liberal, by imphcatfon a}r: anti-
- SUpport of Judrez’ cause. But o and he published The M"”"c‘:{: “{.’m
3 lavery man in American pollt:;; a’s drift into civil war. It was therefore
Uring the Jast months of Ameri




write an article called “History of the

, . Rise
hatural that he shot d‘ | Slavery in America, with Reference ¢ .

Ce to ")e

Decline of qulo » and it was there that he published a set of estimgyy
Future of M "(;Z ti“ough time. . . . He remarked that these were only b
d

ther reservation (so often
and he made the fur i Cpeated
;;:]ctl tllley were probably on the low side. . . . b

nce is an impressive tower of authority, though iy alsg
The s«eque'en the best historians may be undu!y credulous whe,
suggests thfat E:ote {0 an illustrious predecessor. Basil Davidson shoulq
they see at.%o od the original author as “an obscure An.lerican publicist ”
pase 'dﬂ,] s 1 eminent student of population statistics,” but the 44
;]athe_r eﬂ:‘f]al l‘: cy is present in either case. Dunbar’s obscurity i p,
e?ir:lue':lce that he was wrong; nor does. Kuczynski’s use of Dunbary
estimates make them correct. The estimates WeIC gucsses, but they
were guesses educated by a knowledge of the hlstorl(:‘al lltera.tl}re. They
earned the approval of later generations who were in a position to be
still better informed. Even though no one along the way made a careful
effort to calculate the size of the trade from empirical evidence, the
Dunbar estimates nevertheless represent a kind of consensus. . . .

own estimates,
his succcSSO"S)

Itis now possible to look at the long-term movement of the Atlantic
sll::ve trade over a period of more than four centuries. The data make it
abundantly clear that the eighteenth century was a kind of plateau in the

history of the trade —}, - ] :
also a period of sl:ck € period when the trade reached its height, but

ening growth and beginning decline. The period
1741-] , &8 eginning decline. The pe
avcragegrlza?;lz;l:lsetlli]: sm;: it (?f the plateau, wheng the long-term annual
Plateau wag reacluad,e ;y g just above 60,000 a year. The edge of the

) : .
annyg) de]i%:_’i‘;’:\l;zr, Just after the Peace of Utrecht in 1713,

PeManent g 84N regularly to exceed 40,000 a year, and
the 184; hus all: below 40,000 4 year did not come again until after
World y, Out 60 per ¢e, 6

€Te trangpory : 1tof all slaves delivered to the New
of the total weye lgor ed d“"llg the century l72els—l§2lgelgigh(:y per cent

Itw uri

ade onoull Prematyye nog the Century and 4 half, 1710-1850. . .-

istol'ians an SOCieti S ove genera]ize about the impact Of the s]ave

Bamyt g, 0 C alreEldy b F these four centuri hand,
oM the yier: A egun t, turies. On the other

0 so. . ,
at the slave br he range of opinion runs the

. V a * *
Position, thatee(v)pment in ri: Was responsible for virtual!y
cn t} d

. . €
Over . as tol
1€ slaye 1. 4 €T these centuries, to 1
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A Histon'an’s Recount

efore a positive benefit to the Afy

her

. was €t "
dN societ:

Cieties that

At it P .
:Iu; ;cipél'ed' Since the re'sqlts of thlS‘Survey could be b |
pd on either side, it is appropriate to enter a few Cought into the

aveats,

One peiusion that might be drawn is that_; .
otal export of slaves from about twenty m’illp reducing the
the harin done to African societies is also redy 103 to about ten
" vious Jonsense. The demographic consequenclce by ha.lf. This
s O e eople from any society can have meani es of moving any
of the society, the time-period concemercllg fhnly ' elation
of the emigrants and of the society from w’hic(}i ?Ee and sex
w at least the size of the African population th te ) depﬁft
the slaves, the de-mographic implications of the ten-million eastii,l:apgled
just as indeterminate as those of the twenty-million estimate. As for f}:e
cocial of political consequences of the slave trade to African societi N
these would not necessarily vary directly with the number exported =
At best, the export data of the slave trade can be suggestive. n" the
n pattern at the height of the slave trade was that of
slave-catching society, systematically preying on its
neighbors, the export projections should show a relatively large and
continuous supply of slaves from these hunter societies; and the slaves
themselves should have been mainly from the less organized neigh-
bors. This pattern does not emerge clearly from the slave-export data
of eighteenth-century Africa. Some ports, notably the city-states of

the Bight of Biafra, did produce a continuous supply that may imply
slve-catching as an economic enterprise. Elsewhere, the rapid shift in
to another suggests that by-product

sources of supply from one region

enslavement was the dominant feature, or that, if systematic slave-

hunting were tried, it could not be maintained.
These weaknesses of quantitative €vi

in mind, if only because of a popy
more “scientific” and reliable than other kinds of data. A

could nevertheless be profitably done with the quantitag\;)e St:::lz,]ata o
slave trade. More and better sample anc

0 lhe s12€

composition
Until we kno

dominant Africa
the militarized,

igins
s of slave 9 hould make it pos-

ﬂ'"f numbers carried by the trade at par :
sible to project the annual flow of slaves from partlculaVe tr.
s of the s d they are

;"ly one example. Even 1 :
€re were as . mited sources W
accurate as limi . cance for

th-sti}] other dimensions of far greate
S L e I pynlore .
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Herbert S. Klein

Herbert S. Klein

Profits and Losses T

A professor of Latin American history at Columbia University, Herbert K

summarizes a generation of research by scholars inspired by Cyptjpy, Statistjc;;
approach. Klein finds that the financial profits and the losses of humgy, life
associated with the slave trade, although substantial, were much smaller hy,
the rough guesses of earlier historians, Like Curtin, he finds carefy] Measyy

e-
ment a more useful tool than mora] outrage in discovering the trade’s secrets

In recent decades there has been
the Atlantic slave trade. From alm

themselves to analyzing the African experience in America. Especially
since the publication by Philip Curtin of his masterly synthesis The Atlan-
tic Slave Trade: A Census in 1969, a massive amount of archival research
has resulted in publications both :

major archives of Europe, America, and Africa and of major works of syn-

thesis on the demography, politics, and economics of the slave trade. . ..
From the work of the Eu

: Topean economic historians, it is now
evident that slave trade Profits were not extraordinary by European
st.anziardtsl; Thiuavel;age 1110 Percent rate obtained in studies of the
elgh centh-cen Iy r'renc and En ]lSh sl . da
good profit rate at the time but é ave traders was considere

: Notoutof the rapge of other contemporary
investments. From a recent detailed study of tfe nineteenth cent]:lory it
di t

would seem that profits doubleq ;
rising slaye prices in America, wh?c;h?nnt(::;tnc\ffzxrg large]t)],] S fes“slit of
suppression of the trade by the British Navy. Op ue to the mcreat fr{f
some extraordinary voyages 1o Cuba i g I S50 ?;Velr]age (exc;P it
for mn?teenth-ccrgtury slavers wag jy,¢; under 2 $), the rate o P;;o’lc
profits in the special period of SUPPression i, yy PerCent. Thus, whi

were quite high, even these Profits were Dok ashoneo:;'netecnth century

ic. .

Herbert S. Klein, “Profits and L?ses;' feom “E‘?Onomj .
Atlantic Slave Trade” in The Rise of the Mm" iy Er: ﬁspects of the

ighteenm-CentuU
pp. 287, 299, 303-308. Reprinted by permissian of Gt ¢d. by 1,

. 9Mes D, Tracy, 1990,
ress,

carried and
statistically
between eit
This d
they had 1
transportec
gencies of
€xpect to ¢
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eptions prevalent in the popular literature about the

is of African slaves have their corollary hypotheses about
lative coS_CS of their transportation. It was assumed that the low cost
he "“;ﬁ,?:s‘ made it profitable to pack in as many as the ship could
€

The con

E,'s‘ben Kle,‘ ;:g If; ~ithout sin.king ?nd thlen ailc?gte l{ﬂghlfates of mortality dun’ng
n s.taﬁsﬁcl; b Atlantic crossing. If any slaves delivered alive were pure profit, then
Umg, Iifa t on the loss of several hundred would have made €conomic sense. But
:;'aller tha: ,'?the slaves were not a costless or cheap item to purchase, then the
,smeasurc‘ coresponding argument about “tight packing” also makes little sense.
Secrety In fact, high losses on the crossing resulted in financial loss on the trip,
—~— as many ship accounts aptly prove.
Even more convincing than these theoretical arguments against
' Study of reckless destruction of life is the fact that no study has yet shown a sys-
become tematic correlation of any significance between the numbers of slaves
edicateq carried and mortality at sea. Thousands of ship crossings have now been
pecially statistically analyzed, and none show a correlation of any significance
2 Atla,. between either tonnage or space available and mortality.
search This does not mean that slaves were traveling in luxury. In fact,
all the they had less room than did contemporary troops or convicts being
of syn- ransported. It simply means that after much experience and the exi-

gencies of the trade, slavers only took on as many slaves as they could

' now , €xpect to cross the Atlantic safely. From scattered references in the pre-
pean F ! 700 period it seems that provisioning and carrying arrangements were
f the i Initially deficient. But all post-1700 trade studies show that slavers car-

ried water and provisions for double their expected voyage times and

that in most trades they usually carried slightly fewer slaves than their
vrax:i/ legally permitted limits.
,y’ ‘[ ~ This increasing sophistication in the carrying of slaves was reflected
,t © 5 dec]ining rates of mortality. In the pre-1700 trade, mean mortality
lfng f];ltes Over many voyages tended to hover around 20 percent. In turn
or thi

JIs mean rate reflected quite wide variations, with many s}n’pst coming
In with very low rates and an equally large number experiencing rates
of double or more than double the mean figure. But in the post-1700
Period the mean rates dropped, and the variation around the mean
declined. By mid-century the mean stood at about 10 percent, and

by the last quarter of the century all trades were averaging a rate of
about 5 percent. Moreover the dispersion around thefe mean rates had

declined, and two-thirds of the ships were experiencing no more than

5 percent variation above or below the mean rate.
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These declines in mortality were due to the standardizgﬁon i 3 {;.;

creasingly adopted in the trade. First of all ﬂ.lere deve]oped aspeciy, § ! (ﬁ y
ized and specifically constructed ve§seJ used in the slaye trade Y é
nations. By the second half of the eighteenth century slaye ship were 877" 4

averaging two hundred tons among all European traders, 4 tonnage g I * /
seemed best to fit the successful carryjng potential of the rade. Sl 8 7 iy
traders were also the first of the commercial traders t, adopt copper I 4 &*» y
sheathing for their ships, which was a costly new method to Prolong | ,_;" e
the life of the vessels and guarantee greater speed. It shoyld be stresseq 1. g

that these slave trade vessels were much smaller ships than Europeans € 1

used in either the West Indian or East Indian trades. This i

from or returned to Europe,
All traders carrieq about

e was some Variation in

Pri80n8§s. All the European slave t{Hd'
g t.he same provisioxijng, health, and transportagsg
"Mporary deckg ¢ d divi
the.m by age and sey. Almost ag url:: . housde the cs]]ave:;;nox vacci-
nations at abouyt the s Peans adopted sm p

s e time, ] ¢ 0 d1 tities of African
Provisions to feed 4, ] ITied large quantiti :
hygiene, care of the :i:ka:?&asgd all uged the same methods for daily

: ’ on. This stand rdization explains the
comfnon €Xperience of mortality dec][ne, and ?t a;so goes a long way
r P(':Z"COI;E Assertion)s that any particular European

Te etficient than an
i y other. _
Althougl; th 'ﬁ""])' groundeq statistics o mortality certainly e
stroy many of the o der beliefy aboyt ? stronomic” mortality and tight
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ere does remain the question of whether a 5 percent mortal-

Pcki:;gf;tr}; thirty- to fifty-day voyage for a healthy young adult is high or
E wvid °

§ 'htceﬂt

B -

L powever, these 1 an
b essels surveyed. There thus seems to have been a minimum death rate

£ caused by the close quarters during transport, which the Europeans
;, - could never reduce.

[fsuch mortality rate had occurred among young adult peasants
s

h-century France, it would be considered an epidemic rate.

uropeans succeeded in reducing the rate to seemingly
hese rates still represented extraordinary high death
h a specially selected population. Equally, although
nd convict mortality rates in the eighteenth century
oached the slave death numbers, in the nineteenth century they

%:f although E
rcentages; t
figures for suc

consisfeﬂt]y fell to below 1 percent for transatlantic voyages. For slaves,

tes never fell below 5 percent for any large group of

Death in the crossing was due to a variety of causes. The biggest

.‘: killers were gastrointestina] disorders, which were often related to the
E quality of food and water available on the trip, and fevers. Bouts of

E dysentery were common and the “bloody flux” as it was called could
¥ break out in epidemic proportions. The increasing exposure of the
- slaves to dysentery increased both the rates of contamination of supplies
' and the incidence of death. It was dysentery that accounted for the

i majority of deaths and was the most common disease experienced on

¢ all voyages. The astronomic rates of mortality reached on occasional
+ voyages were due to outbreaks of smallpox, measles, or other highly

0.

communicable diseases that were not related to time at sea or the
;::)ndltnon§ of food and water supply, hygiene, and sanitation practices.
. 't was this randomness of epidemic diseases that prevented even

. “perienced and efficient captains from eliminating very high mortality
. fates on any given voyage.

though time at sea was not usually correlated with mortality, there

. Were . . .
E 2 irso;ne routes in which time was a factor. Simply because they were
4 onger than any other routes, the East African slave trades that

r ;12::1(: ;:: tll: =l eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were noted

: per%] er mortality than the West African routes, even though

s ust the tr: yat sea was the same or lower than on the s.horte_r rou-tes.
Zones i, A&icamp‘mmg together of slaves from different epldemlologlc?l
8uaranteed the transmission of a host of local endemic

to
of all majoa" 0G who were aboard. In turn, this guaranteed the spread
" African diseases to America.

79




frican diseases on the Ay, .

A : - . “Mey
: Oe and sex of t.he migrating Af{lcans al h
. the 28 i and decline of the Americy,, %
w

. . . S av
he &F . each arriving ship, the ., '¢

n amen 1M ack
et “Om(:ature adults who had alread D

ow MY e Y Spey
vomen “‘?l Afri a, and the fac.:t that few chi]dre]:
und '\-ears ! of fundamental Importance i th
. . e

a werr - wih. [tmeant that the Africay, Sy

reproduce themselv?s, The Af, :;
ad lost some potential reprodycg,
duce the total numbers of ¢

able to T€P $
e even lCSf al ;mmigrant cohort, let alone Create ,
orl

1t ]h the total Humber who arrived from Africa, Evep
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African slaves which explains the growir'lg intensity of the' slave trade to
America in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. As the de-
mand for American products grew in European markets because of the
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all sugar, the need for workers increased and this could be met only by
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ty of slave population decline under the im-
ated 0 f © migration of African slaves. Observers did not recognize
jetof 1€ ] imbalance of these Africans as a causal factor for the

e8¢ 7 *° o growth of the slave labor force. Rather, they saw this
I‘egqtlxeas S ated to a very high mortality and low life expectancy. Yet all
edmesmdies suggest both a positive rate of population growth among
nd a life expectancy well beyond the so-called aver-

horn slaves &
g years in all American societies.

he observed reali
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pative-

Jge sevel workin
The average life expectancy of slave males was in the upper twen-

ties in Brazil, for example, and in the midthirties for the United States,
<hich might suggest an average working life of at least twenty years in
Brazil and twenty-five years in the United States. But this average fig-
ure, of course, takes into account the very high infant mortality rates.
For those slaves who survived the first five years of life—and these are
the only ones we are concerned with here—the comparable life ex-
pectancies was [sic] in the midthirties for the Brazilians and lower for-
ties for the U.S. slaves. This suggests that the average working life was,
at a minimum, twenty-five years for Brazilian slaves and thirty years for
the U.S. ones— both figures far from the supposed seven-year average

postulated in most histories.
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at his recalculations were still flawed, his

Altho“gh Curtin was well aware th .
d some heated controversies,

work inspired massive new research, provoke e | .
and eventually led to the publication of more definitive tallies of the slave

trade. David Eltis of Emory University and Daviq Richardson of Hull
University led a large international effort to compile a database, whose

«A New Assessment of the Transatlantic Slave Trade,”
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. ersion included details of 27,233 slaving voyage, and
first public VCTS‘;’: 'yn3C ;?0;0, The new Transatlantic Slave Trade Dt:“”hs
now grown to n]able at www.slavevoyages.org, permits lntcmet b“*

(TSTDZ)I,]a‘iti'rican sources and New World destination of the iy
e

t ‘ = Slav
:r[;?llcyzgoth overall and year by year. l')I“hls excerpt from the;r hew guide;
accor;lpaniccl by charts from the database.

—_—

Philip Curtin’s well-known 1969 book The At{antzc Slal.?e Trade: A
initiated the modern era of slave-trade studies ar.ld triggered a waye o
research into slave-trading records in Et.lrope, Africa, and the Americg
Almost forty years later, we are on the brink of a complete reconstruction
of the history of the transatlantic slave trade from «t.he early sixteent)
century through to its close in 1867. The level of detail now possible was
unimaginable when Curtin published his book. Where Curtin sought to
track slaving activities by centuries or quarter centuries, we can now do
so on an annual basis, at least from the mid-seventeenth century onward,
Where Curtin grouped ship departures to Africa by nationality, and
embarkations and disembarkations of slaves by African coastal regions or
Mwn colonies, we can now do the same on a port-by-port basis. Where
Curtin could only identify Places of embarkation and disembarkation of

slaves separately, we can now reveal links across the Atlantic and track
how they changgd through time. Where Curtin could only measure

revolutionized. . . .

In assessing thc.c size of the trade, Cypy: ) : |
A'tal:‘cn'fmm .t]he African side (psing Shipping recor, d(s:) 0036 between tot; s

erican side (using a combinatiop, of shippin and totals from the
He chose the latter and then Projected wh gand demographic data).

must have been .if mortality had averageq | e departures from Africa
on board. On this basis, he estimated jyq, un PETCENt of those taken

in the Americas and then about 1] 5 milljoy, der 0 million arrivals

Curiously, the debate and extensive Tesearc Paltures froo Africa
. trated primaril hi ACtivity 4, : '
triggered concent P Y on his totg) es 3t Curtin’s book

implicit challenge he had thrown doy, ., Stimateg
the implicit chal L Wn to scholy,. | Tather than on
differences between his arrivals and depary¢, estima::sto fecongile the
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f the main contributions of recent research on shipping data,

One O antic and intra-American, has been to eliminate these dis-

- both traljS: between African departures and American arrivals. First,
crepagcz iled information on individual voyages has shown significant
more Oish ips before they embarked slaves at the African coast. Such
]]::::j stemmed from natural hazarc! and from the actions of Africans,
privateers, pirates, and European rivals. Second, much more is now
tnown about the forced movement of slaves after their arrival in the
Americas. The largest intra-American movement of slaves before the
nineteenth century was in Brazil and was by land, but in the Caribbean
the British organized a large water-borne traffic that also redistributed
slaves from the British to the Spanish and French Americas. Thanks

to the new data in TSTD2, discrepancies in shipping data between de-
partures and arrivals no longer exist. Scholars may now use migration
estimates derived from demographic data as an independent check on
the voyage-based data, rather than as method for filling in gaps in the

shipping records—at least after 1700.

A summary of our assessment of the completeness of the current
database is presented in Figure [1], which lays out a crude time profile
of the transatlantic slave trade over three and a half centuries. The top
function in Figure [1] is taken from the new estimates . . . , grouped in
tWeﬂty~ﬁve-yt=:ar . . . intervals. The lower function, by contrast, is based
on the data taken directly from TSTD2. The difference between the

to functions represents our present assessment of the voyages that oc-
curred but which have not left a record. . . .

- - . Portuguese vessels are now thought to have accounted for 46.5
Percent of the traffic, and the British around 26 percent. The difference
between the two is largely explained by the late arrival of the British into
the trade and their early departure with the 1807 abolition act. As long as
they continued in the business, they dominated the northern wind and
current system almost as much as the Portuguese dominated the traffic
south of the equator. Of the others, the Spanish pattern of involvernent
was the inverse of that of the British. After major involvement with
the Portuguese prior to the separation of the Iberian crowns in 1640, the

Spanish carried almost no slaves in the eighteenth century prior to the
last decade. They then reentered the traffic to the point where they
came to dominate the northern wind and current routes as effectivel

as the British had in ?he previous century. For the F: rench, the maio)rl
determinant of participation was war. From 1689 to 1831, the French
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FIGURE 1. Slaves Leaving Africa by Quarter Century
Estimated, Compareti to Recorded ip TS:TDz
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the tt_ra;e;c(:]tc;ry of f:he" trade was similar to the British e;(ce t that i;
continu or a further qQuarter centu;y after British w;th dra\r:/al The

Dutch, by contrast, were most i “
- ’ mportant in -
and carried few slaves after the Brli)tisﬁggte;?r(:he seventeenth century

merchant marine between 1780 and 1784 yed a good part of their

How do the new totals compare with the 2001
a

an overall assessment of the slave trade’s size? Ag 4] ttempt to provide
4 a

are thought to have been 10.703 millipn, ap, 1) :
2001 estimate of 9.657 million. On the Africanp:i"cﬁnt INcrease over
new materia
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Ltive to the rest of Africa, and the Bj
jxle"rw.’];]:i' Jess. West Centr.a.] and Southeast Africa, by contrast, re-
3'Shgh . me relative positions. Qn the American side of the At
il mhi relative distribution has sh.lfted toward Bahia [in, northeast
1,mn§’] : 1 away from the B.ntlsh Carl.bbean, especially Jamaica, with,
Bmiloﬂhe other major regions keeping the shares that they held in
'3351 The new data [see F igure 2] thus. have not threatened the domi-
ance of West Central Africa .and Bra.zﬂ, but this is hardly surprising,
The major benefit of the new information has been to increase our un-
derstanding of the links between Africa and the Americas and, of course,
to provide much more detail about those links. Space constraints mean
that a fuller explication of this facet of the trade must be reserved for
the revised data set will

2 different occasion. Our major hope is that
be used for purposes far beyond estimating the size of the slave trade.

ghts of Benin and

: |
| IGURE 2, Destinations of the Transatlantic Slave Trade by
Importing Regions, 1519-1868.
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a central part of the present volume, al?h?ugh e expe:l:t lthat the . ..
estimates of close to or in excess of 13 million tranSpol'te. slaves are 't00
high to find support in voyage-based evidence. The main contributiop
of the new work in quantitative issues should be viewed as reconciling
the discrepancies to which Curtin pointed between the estimates of ar-
rivals in the Americas and estimates of departures from Africa—an issue
that few of Curtin’s critics engaged. For the first time in forty years, it is
possible to see a broad picture that offers mutually reinforcing data on
both sides of the Atlantic. We argue that there is a now a high degree of
internal consistency and reliability about the aggregate estimates of the
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