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CHAPTER 10

THE PRICE FOR
VICTORY: THE
DECISION TO
USE BLACK
TROOPS

Excellency, that we will immediately proceed to raise an efficient number of
regiments, and so fast as arms and equipments shall be furnished, we will
bring them into the field in good discipline, and ready for action.

Source 2 from Bell Jrvin Wiley, The Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier of the
Union (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1971), p. 109.

2. A. Davenport (a Union Soldier from New iork) to His Homefolk,
June 19, 1861.

1 think that the best way to settle the question of what to do with the darkies
would be to shoot them.

Source 3 from McPherson, The Negros Civil War, p. 162.

3. Newspaper Editorial by Frederick Douglass, Douglass’ Monthly,
September 1861.

Our Presidents, Governors, Generals and Secretaries are calling, with al-
most frantic vehemence, for men—“Men! men! send us men!” they scream,
or the cause of the Union is gone; . . . and yet these very officers, represent-
ing the people and Government, steadily and persistently refuse to receive
the very class of men which have a deeper interest in the defeat and humil-
iation of the rebels, than all others. .. . What a spectacle of blind, unreason-
ing prejudice and pusillanimity is thls! The national edifice is on fire. Every
man who can carry a bucket b[water, or remove a bﬁck, 1s wanted; but those
who have the care of the building, having a profound respect for the feeling
of the national burglars who set the building on fire, are determined that
the flames shall only be extinguished by Indo-Caucasian hands, and to have
the building burnt rather than save it by means of any other. Such is the
pride, the stupid prejudice and folly that rules the hour.

Why does the Government reject the negro? Is he not a man? Can he not
wield a sword, fire 2 gun, march and countermarch, and obey orders like
any other? .. . If persons so humble as we can be allowed to speak to the
President of the United States, we should ask him if this dark and terrible
hour of the nation’s extremity is a time for consulting a mere vulgar and
unnatural prejudice? ... We would tell him that this is not time Lo fight
with one hand, when both are needed; that this is no time to fight only with

{252)




image8.jpg
s

S @

¢
v
M"Yﬁ“)

p,f
|

your white hand, and allow your black hand to remain tied. . . . While the
Government continues to refuse the aid of colored men, thus alienating
them from the national cause, and giving the rebels the advantage of them,
it will not deserve better fortunes than it has thus far experienced.—Men
in earnest don't fight with one hand, when they might fight with two, and
a man drowning would not refuse to be saved even by a colored hand.

Source 4 from Roy P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. V
{New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1953}, p. 222.

4. Proclamation Revoking General Hunter’s Order of Military
Emancipation of May 9, 1862°. .

May 19, 1862

1, Abraham Lincoln, president of the United States, proclaim and declare,
that the government of the United States, had no knowledge, information,
or belief, of an intention on the part of General Hunter to issue such a pro-
clamation; nor has it yet, any authentic information that the document is
genuine. ‘And further, that neither General Hunter, nor any other com-
mander, or person, has been authorized by the Government of the United
States, to make proclamations declaring the slaves of any State free; and
that the supposed proclamation, now in question, whether genuine or false,
is altogether void, so far as respects such declaration.

Sources § and 6 from Diary and Correspondence of Salmon P. Chase,” in Vol. 2 of
Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the Year 1902
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1903), pp. 45-46, 4849,

5. Diary of Salmon P. Chase, Entry for July 21, 1862.

... 1 went at the appointed hour, and found that the President had been
profoundly concerned at the present aspect of affairs, and had determined

6. On April 12, 1862, General David Hunter organized the first official regiment of African
American soldiers. On May 9, Hunter then proclaimed that slaves in Georgia, Florida, and
South Carolina were free. Lincoln overruled both proclamations,and the regiment was dis-
banded without pay. Observers reported that. the regiment, composed of former slaves, was
of poor quality. Do you think those reports influenced Lincoln’s thinking? Lincoln also over-
ruled similar proclamations by General John C. Frémont in Missouri.

7. Chase was Lincoln's Secretary of the Treasury from 1861 until 1864.
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to take some definitive steps in respect to military action and slavery. He
had prepared‘ several Orders, the first of which contemplated authority to
Commanders to subsist their troups in the hostile territory—the second,
authority to employ negroes as laborers—the third requiring that both in
the case of property taken and of negroes employed, accounts should be kept
with such degrees of certainty as would enable compensation to be made in
proper cases—another provided for the colonization of negroes in some trop-
ical country.

A good deal of discussion took place upon these points. The first Order
was universally approved. The second was approved entirely; and the third,
by all except myself. I doubted the expediency of attempting to keep ac-
counts for the benefit of the inhabitants of rebel States. The Colonization
project was not much discussed.

The Secretary of War presented some letters from Genl. Hunter in which
he advised the Department that the withdrawal of a large proportion of his
troups to reinforce Genl. McClellan, rendered it highly important that he
should be immediately authorized to enlist all loyal persons without refer-
ence to complexion. Messrs. Stanton, Seward and myself, expressed our-
selves in favor of this plan, and no one expressed himself against it. (Mr.
Blair was not present.) The President was not prepared to decide the ques-
tion but expressed himself as averse to arming negroes. The whole matter

was postponed until tomorrow. . . .

6. Diary of Salmon P. Chase, Entry for July 22, 1862.

... The question of arming slaves was then brought up and I advocated it
warmly. The President was unwilling to adopt this measure, but proposed
to issue a proclamation, on the basis of the Confiscation Bill, calling upon
the States to return to their allegiance—warning the rebels the provisions
of the Act would have full force at the expiration of sixty days adding on his
own part, a declaration of his intention to renew, at the next session of Con-
gress, his recommendation of compensation to States adopting the gradual
abolishment of slavery and proclaiming the emancipation of all slaves
within States remaining in insurrection on the first of January, 1863.

I said that 1 should give to such a measure my cordial support: but I
should prefer that no new expression on the subject of compensation should
be made, and I thought that the measure of Emancipation could be much
better and more quietly accomplished by allowing Generals to organize and
arm the slaves (thus avoiding depredation and massacre on the one hand,
and support to the insurrection on the other) and by directing the Com-
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manders of Departments to proclaim emancipation within their Districts as
soon as practicable; but I regarded this as so much better than inaction on

the subject, that I should give it my entire support.
The President determined to publish the first three Orders forthwith, and

to leave the other for some further consideration. The impression left upon
my mind by the whole discussion was, that while the President thought that
the organization, equipment and arming of negroes, like other soldiers,
would be productive of more evil than good, he was not willing that Com-
manders should, at their discretion, arm, for purely defensive purposes,

slaves coming within their lines.

Mr. Stanton brought forward a proposition to draft 50,000 men. Mr. Se-
ward proposed that the number should be 100,000. The President directed
that, whatever number were drafted, should be a part of the 3,000,000 al-

_ready called for. No decision was reached, however.

Source 7 from Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. 5, p. 338.

7. Memorandum on Recruiting Negroes.

{July 22, 18627]

To recruiting free negroes, no objection.

To recruiting slaves of disloyal owners, no objection.

To recruiting slaves of loyal owners, with their consent, no objection.

To recruiting slaves of loyal owners without consent, objection, unless the

necessity is urgent.
To conducting offensively, while recruiting, and to carrying away slaves not

suitable for recruits, objection.

Source 8 from Diary and Correspondence of Selmon P. Chase, pp. 53—54.

8. Diary of Salmon P. Chase, Entry for August 3, 1862.

. There was a good deal of conversation on the connection of the Slavery
question with the rebellion. I expressed my conviction for the tenth or twen-

tieth time, that the time for the suppression of the rebellion without inter:

ference with slavery had passed that it was possible, probably, at the outset,
by smkmg the insurrectionists wherever found, strongly and decxswely, but
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we had elected to act on the principles of a civil war, in which the whole
population of every seceding state was engaged against the Federal Govern-
ment, instead of treating the active secessionists as insurgents and exerting
our utmost enexgies for their arrest and punishment;—that the bitternesses
of the conflict had now substantially united the white population of the rebel
states against us; that the Joyal whites remaining, if they would not prefer
the Union without Slavery, certainly would not prefer Slavery to the Union;
that the blacks were really the only loyal population worth counting; and
that, in the Gulf States at least, their right to Freedom ought to be at once
recognized, while, in the Border States, the President’s plan of Emancipa-
tion might be made the basis of the necessary measures for their ultimate
enfranchisement;—that the practical mode of effecting this seemed to me
quite simple;—that the President had already spoken of the importance of
making of the freed blacks on the Mississippi, below Tennessee, a safeguard
to the navigation of the river;—that Mitchell, with a few thousand soldiers,
could take Vicksburgh;—assure the blacks freedom on condition of loyalty;
organize the best of them in companies, regiments etc. and provide, as far
as practicable for the cultivation of the plantations by the rest:—that Butler
should signify to the slaveholders of Louisiana that they must recognize the
freedom of their workpeople by paying them wages;—and that Hunter
should do the same thing in South-Carolina.

Mr. Seward expressed himself as in favor of any measures likely to accom-
plish the results 1 contemplated, which could be carried into effect without
Proclamations; and the President said he was pretty well cured of objections
to any measure except want of adaptedness to put down the rebellion; but
did not seem satisfied that the time had come for the adoption of such a

plan as I proposed. .. .

Source 9 from Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. 5, pp-
356-357.

9. President Lincoln, “Remarks to Deputation of Western
Gentlemen,” August 4, 1862.

A deputation of Western gentlemen waited upon the President this morning
to offer two colored regiments from the State of Indiana. Two members of
Congress were of the party. The President received them courteously, but
stated to them that he was not prepared to go the length of enlisting negroes
as soldiers. He would employ all colored men offered as laborers, but would

not promise to make soldiers of them.
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The deputation came away satisfied that it is the determination of the
Government not to arm negroes unless some new and more pressing emer-
gency arises. The President argued that the nation could not afford to lose
Kentucky at this crisis, and gave it as his opinion that to arm the negroes FP{
would turn 50,000 bayonets from the loyal Border States against us that

were for us. . ..

Source 10 from McPherson, The Negros Civil War, pp. 163-164.

10. New York Tribune, August 16, 1862.

I am quite sure there is not one man in ten but would feel himself degraded
as a volunteer if negro equality. is-ta-he-the order. intmm%
take the liberty of warning the abettors of fraternizing with the blacks, that
one negro regiment, in the present temper of things, put on equality with

those who have the past year fought and suffered, will withdraw an amount
of life and energy in our army equal to disbapding ten of the best regiments

we can now raise.

Source 11 from William Wells Brown,® The Negro in the American Rebellion: His
Heroism and His Fidelity (Boston: Lee & Shepard, 1867), pp. 101-104. :

11. Reminiscence of a Black Man of the Threat to Cincinnati,
September 1862.'°

The mayor’s proclamation, under ordinary circumstances, would be explicit
enough. “Every man, of every age, be he citizen or alien,” surely meant the
colored people. . . . Seeking to test the matter, a policeman was approached,
as he strutted in his new dignity of provostguard. To the question, humbly,
almost tremblingly, put, “Does the mayor desire colored men to report for
service in the city’s defence?” he replied, “You know d---d well he doesn’t
mean you. Niggers ain’t citizens.”—“But he calls on all, citizens and aliens.

8. This was a letter to the editor and did not reflect the opinion of Horace Greeley, editor of

the Tribune and supporter of racial equality for African Americans.
9. Brown was an African American man who ultimately served in the Union army and

recorded his experiences.
10. In early September 1862, the citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, feared a raid on the city by

Confederates. Mayor George Hatch issued a proclamation calling on “every man of every
age” to take part in the defense of the city.
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If he does not mean all, he should not say so0.”—“The mayor knows as well
as you do what to write, and all he wants is for you niggers to keep quiet.”
This was at nine o’clock on the morning of the second. The military author-
ities had determined, however, to impress the colored men for work upon
the fortifications. The privilege of volunteering, extended to others, was to
be denied to them. Permission to volunteer would imply some freedom, some
dignity, some independent manhood. . . .

If the guard appointed to the duty of collecting the colored people had gone
to their houses, and notified them to report for duty on the fortifications,
the order would have been cheerfully obeyed. But the brutal ruffians who
composed the regular and special police took every opportunity to inflict
abuse and insult upon the men whom they arrested. . . .

The captain of these conscripting squads was one William Homer, and in
him organized ruffianism had its fitting head. He exhibited the brutal ma-
lignity of his nature in a continued series of petty tyrannies. Among the first
squads marched into the yard was one which had to wait several hours be-
fore being ordered across the river. Seeking to make themselves as comfort-
able as possible, they had collected blocks of wood, and piled up bricks, upon
which they seated themselves on the shaded side of the yard. Coming into
the yard, he ordered all to rise, marched them to another part, then issued
the order, “D--n you, squat.” Turning to the guard, he added, “Shoot the first
one who rises.” Reaching the opposite side of the river, the same squad were
marched from the sidewalk into the middle of the dusty road, and again the
order, “D--n you, squat,” and the command to shoot the first one who should
rise. .. . '

Calling up his men, he would address them thus: “Now, you fellows, hold
up your heads. Pat, hold your musket straight; don’t put your tongue out so
far; keep your eyes open: I believe you are drunk. Now, then, I want you
fellows to go out of this pen, and bring all the niggers you can catch. Don't
come back here without niggers: if you do, you shall not have a bit of grog.
Now be off, you shabby cusses, and come back in forty minutes, and bring
me niggers; that’s what I want.” This barbarous and inhuman treatment of
the colored citizens of Cincinnati continued for four days, without a single
word of remonstrance, except from the “Gazette”
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Source 12 from John G. Nicolay and John Hay, eds., Abraham Lincoln—Complete
Works (New York: The Century Co., 1894), Vol. 2, pp. 234235, 242-243.

12. Reply to a Committee From the Religious Denominations of
Chicago, Asking the President to Issue a Proclamation of
Emancipation. September 13, 1862.

The subject presented in the memorial is one upon which I have thought
" much for weeks past, and I may even say for months. I am approached with
the most opposite opinions and advice, and that by religious men who are
equally certain that they represent the divine will. I am sure that either the
one or the other class is mistaken in that belief, and perhaps in some re-
spects both. I hope it will-not be irreverent for me to say that if it is probable

that God would reveal his will to others on a point so connected with my -

duty, it might be supposed he would reveal it directly to me; for; unless I am
more deceived in myself than I often am, it is my earnest desire to know the
will of Providence in this matter. And if I can learn what it is, I will do it.
These are not, however, the days of miracles, and I suppose it will be granted
that I am not to expect a direct revelation. I must study the plain physical
facts of the case, ascertain what is possible, and learn what appears to be

wise and right. .
1 admit that slavery is the root of the rebellion, or at least its sine qua

non. The ambition of poht)cxa;xg—may have 1nst1gated them to act, but they
would have been impotent without slavery as their instrument. I will also
concede that emancipation would help us in Europe, and convince them that
we are incited by something more than ambition. I grant, further, that it
would help somewhat at the North, though not so much, I fear, as you and
those you represent imagine. Still, some additional strength would be added
in that way to the war, and then, unquestionably, it\wou]d weaken the rebels
by drawing off their laborers, which is-of great importance; but I am not so
sure we could do much with the blacks. If we were to arm them, I fear that
in a few weeks the arms would be in the hands of the rebels; and, indeed,
thus far we have not had arms enough to equip our white troops. 1 will
mention another thing, though it meet only your scorn and contempt. There

are fifty thousand bayonets in the Union armies from the border slave

States 7t £ would be awsenous matter if, in consequence of a proclamation
“such as you desire, they should go over to the rebelsI do not think they all
would—not so many, indeed, as a year ago, or as six months ago—not so
many to-day as yesterday. Every day increases their Union feeling. They are

also getting their pride enlisted, and want to beat the rebels. -
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Sources 13 through 15 from Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln,
Vol. 5, pp. 444, 509, 28-30.

13. Lincoln to Vice President Hannibal Hamlin.

Executive Mansion,

(Strictly private.)
Washington, September 28, 1862.

My Dear Sir:
Your kind letter of the 25th is just received. It is known to some that while

I hope something from the proclamation,’! my expectations are not as san-
giiine as are those of some friends. The time for its effect southward has not
come; but northward the effect should be instantaneous.

It is six days old, and while commendation in newspapers and by distin-
guished individuals is all that a vain man could wish, the stocks have de-
clined, and troops came forward more slowly than ever. This, looked soberly
in the face, is not very satisfactory. We have fewer troops in the field at the
end of six days than we had at the beginning—the attrition among the old
outnumbering the addition of the new. The North responds to the procla-
mation sufficiently in breath; but breath alone kills no rebels.

I wish I could write more cheerfully; nor do I thank you the less for the

kindness of your letter. Yours very truly,
A. LINCOLN

14. Lincoln to Carl Schurz.

Executive Mansion,

Gen. Carl Schurz
Washington, Nov. 24, 1862.

My dear Sir
I have just received, and read, your letter of the 20th. The purport of it is

that we lost the late elections,}* and the administration is failing, because
the war is unsuccessful; and that I must not flatter myself that I am not
justly to blame for it. I certainly know that if the war fails, the administra-
tion fails, and that I will be blamed for it, whether I deserve it or not. And
I ought to be blamed, if I could do better. You think I could do better; there-

11. Lincoln was referring to his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which he issued
on September 22, 1862.

12. In the congressional elections of 1862, the Republicans lost three seats in the House of
Representatives, although they were still the majority party. Senators were not elected by
the people until the Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution was ratified in 1913.
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fore you blame me already. I think I could not do better; therefore I blame
you for blaming me. . . _

15. The Emancipation Proclamation.

January 1, 1863
By the President of the United States of America:
A Proclamation. . . .

of the power in me vested as Comm._ander—'m-Chjef, of the Army and Navy

f0£ suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and in accordance

hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as
the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are
this day in rebellion against the United States, the following, towit: . . .

[Here Lincoln identified the geographic areas of the South still under the control of
the Confederacy:]

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and
declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States, and

rison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all
sorts in said service,1?

13. This paragraph was not part of the preliminary proclamation issued by Lincoln on
September 22, 1862, See Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. 5,

pp. 433-436.
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And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by
the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment
of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of
the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the

Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh.
By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Source 16 from George Washington Williams, A History of the Negro Troops in the
War of the Rebellion, 1861~65 (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1888), pp. 66-67,

90-91.

16. Reminiscence of a Former Black Soldier in the Union Army.

At first the faintest intimation that Negroes should be employed as soldiers
in the Union Army was met with derision. By many it was regarded as a
joke. The idea of arming the ex-slaves seemed ridiculous to most civil and
military officers. . ..

Most observing and thoughtful people concluded that centuries of servi-

tude had rendered the Negro slave/i_r}ggp‘a:blg of any civil or military ser-
vice. . .. Some officers talked of resigning if Negroes were to be called upon

" to fight the_/l)»éfﬂes of a free republic. The privates in regiments from large

cities and border States were bitter and demonstrative in their opposition.
The Negro volunteers themselves were subjected to indignities from rebel
civilians within the Union lines, and obtained no protection from the white

troops. ...

Source 17 from Lawrence Frederick Kohl and Margaret Cosse Richard, eds., Irish
Green and Union Blue: The Civil War Letters of Peter Welsh, Color Sergeant, 28th
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers (New York: Fordham University Press, 1986),

p. 62.
17. Fragment of a Letter from a Union Soldier, Early 1863.

I see by late papers that the governor of Massachusetts has been autheured
to raise nigar regiments. i hope he may succeed but it doubt it very much if
they can raise a few thousand and sent them out here i can assure you that
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whether they bave the grit to go into battle or not if they are placed in front
and any brigade of this army behind them they will have to go in or they
will meet as hot a reception in their retreat as in their advance Tyggli%
.2gainst nigars is intensly strong in this army as is plainly to be seen wher-

ever and Whenever they meet them They are looked upon as the principal

-cause_of this war and this feeling is especially strong in the Irish regiments

Source 18 from The War of the Rebellion, p. 16.
18. L. Thomas to Governor of Rhode Island, January 15, 1863.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 15, 1863.

GOVERNOR OF RHODE ISLAND,

Providence, R. I.:
SIR: I am directed to say that the President will accept into the service of

the United States an infantry regiment of volunteers of African descent, if
offered by your State and organized according to the rules and regulations
of the service.

I am, very respectfully,
L. THOMAS,

Adjutant-General.

Source 19 from Glenn W. Sunderland, Five Days to Glory (South Brunswick: A. S.
Barnes & Co., 1970), pp. 97-98.

19. Letter from Tighlman Jones (a Union Soldier) to Bryﬁfer Zillman
Jones, October 6, 1863.

You have heard of Negroes being enlisted to fight for Uncle Sam. If you
would like to know what the soldiers think about that idea I can almost tell
you. Why, that is just what they desire. There is some soldiers who curse
and blow and make a great noise about it but we set him as a convalescent
who is like a man who is afraid of the smallpox who curses the works of a
power he can in no way avoid, but will kick and rail and act the part of a
fool, but of no avail, nature will have its own course, or to say that this war
will free the Negroes and that they will enlist and fight to sustain the Gov-
ernment. I think more of a Negro Union soldier than I do of all the cowardly
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Copperhead trash of the north' and there is no soldier but what approves
of the course of the present administration and will fight till the Rebels
unconditionally surrender and return to their allegiance.

Source 20 from Dudley Cornish, The Sable Arm.: Negro Troops in the Union Army,
18611865 (New York: W. W, Norton, 1966).

20. Editorial, New York Times, March 7, 1864.

There has been no more striking manifestation of the marvelous times that
are upon us than the scene in our streets at the departure of the first of our
colored regiments. Had any man predicted it last year he would have been
thought a fool, even by the wisest and most discerning. History abounds
with strange contrasts. It always has been an ever-shifting melo-drama. But
never, in this land at least, has it presented a transition so extreme and yet
so speedy as what our eyes have just beheld.

Eight months ago the African race in this City were literally hunted down
like wild beasts.'® They fled for their lives. When caught, they were shot
down in cold blood, or stoned to death, or hung to the trees or the lamp-
posts. Their homes were pillaged; the asylum which Christian charity had
provided for their orphaned children was burned; and there was no limit to
the persecution but in the physical impossibility of finding further material
on which the mob could wreak its ruthless hate. Nor was it solely the raging
horde in the streets that visited upon the black man the nefarious wrong.
Thousands and tens of thousands of men of higher social grade, of better
education, cherished precisely the same spirit. . . .

How astonishingly has all this been changed. The same men who could
not have shown themselves in the most obscure street in the City without
peril of instant death, even though in the most suppliant attitude, now
march in solid platoons, with shouldered muskets, slung knapsacks, and
buckled cartridge boxes down through our gayest avenues and our busiest
thoroughfares to the pealing strains of martial music and are everywhere
saluted with waving handkerchiefs, with descending flowers, and with the
acclamations and plaudits of countless beholders. They are halted at our
14. Copperheads were northerners who opposed the war and advocated “peace at any price.”
15. In mid-1863, demonstrations against conscription in New York City turned into an ugly
mob action against African Americans, partly because of their connection, through the

Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, to the war and partly because of economic
competition with the poorer whites who constituted most of Lthe rioters.
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most beautiful square, and amid an admiring crowd, in the presence of
many of our most prominent citizens, are addressed in an eloquent and most
complimentary speech by the President of our chief literary institution, and
are presented with a gorgeous stand of colors in the names of a large number
of the first ladies of the City, who attest on parchment, signed by their own
fair hands, that they “will anxiously watch your career, glorifying in your
heroism, ministering to you when wounded and ill, and honoring your mar-

tyrdom with benedictions and with tears.”
It is only by such occasions that we can at all realize the prodwv« pos weke

olution_which the public mind everywhere is experiencing. ‘Such develop-
ments are infallible tokens of a new epoch.

SOUTH

Sources 21 and 22 from The War of the Rebellion:, Series IV, Vol. I, pp. 482, 529.

21. Correspondence Between W. S. Turner and the Confederate War
Department, July 17, 1861.

HELENA, ARK., July 17, 1861.

Hon. L. P. WALKER:*®
DEAR SIR: I wrote you a few days since for myself and many others in this
district to ascertain if we could get negro regiments received for Confederate
service, officered, of course, by white men. All we ask is arms, clothing, and
provisions, and usual pay for officers and not one cent pay for negroes. Our
negroes are too good to fight Lincoln hirelings, but as they pretend to love
negroes so much we want to show them how much the true Southern cotton-
patch negro loves them in return. The North cannot complain at this. They
proclaim negro equality from the Senate Chamber to the pulpit, teach it in
their schools, and are doing all they can to turn the slaves upon master,
" mistress, and children. And now, sir, if you can receive the negroes that can
be raised we will soon give the Northern thieves a gorge of the negroes’ love
for them that will never be forgotten. As you well know, I have had long
experience with negro character. I am satisfied they are easy disciplined and
Jess trouble than whites in camp, and will fight desperately as long as they
have a single white officer living. I know one man that will furnish and arm

16. Walker was the Confederate Secretary of War from February to September 1861.

[265]




image21.jpg
CHAPTER 10

THE PRICE FOR
VICTORY: THE
DECISION TO
USE BLACK
TROOPS

100 of his own and his son for their captain. The sooner we bring a strong
negro force against the hirelings the sooner we shall have peace, in my hum-
ble judgment. Let me hear from you.

Your old friend, W. S. TURNER

22. Correspondence Between W. S. Turner and the Confederate War
Department, August 2, 1861.

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Richmond, August 2, 1861.

W. S. TURNER,

Helena, Ark.:
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 17th of July I am directed by the Secre-

tary of War to say that this Department is not prepared to accept the negro
regiment tendered by you, and yet it is not doubted that almost every slave
would cheerfully aid his master in the work of hurling back the fanatical
invader Moreover, il the necessity were apparent there is high authority for
the employment of such forces. Washington himself recommended the en-
listment of two negro regiments in Georgia, and the Congress sanctioned
the measure. But now there is a superabundance of our own color tendering
their services to the Government in its day of peril and ruthless invasion, a
superabundance of men when we are bound to admit the inadequate supply
of arms at present at the disposal of the Government.

Respectfully, A. T. BLEDSOE
Chief of Bureau of War.

Sources 23 through 26 from Robert F. Durden, The Gray and the Black: The
Confederate Debate of Emancipation (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1972), pp. 30-31, 54-58, 61, 66-67.

23. Montgomery (Ala.) Weekly Mail, “Employment of Negroes in the
Army,” September 9, 1863.

. We must either employ the negroes ourselves, ar the enemy 3 will employ

hem against us. While the enemy retains so much of our territory, they are,

in their present avocation and status, a dangerous element, a source of

weakness. They are no longer negative characters, but subjects of volition
as other people. They must be taught to know that this is peculiarly the
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country of the black man-—that in no other is the climate and soil so well

adapted to his nature and capacity. He must further be taught that it is his
duty, as well as the white man’s, to defend his home with arms, if need be.

We are aware that there are persons who shudder at the idea of placing
arms in the hands of negroes, and whe are not willing to trust them under
any circumstances. The negro, however, is proverbial for his faithfulness

under kind treatment. He i an affectionate, grateful being, and we are per-
suaded that the fears of such persons are groundless.

There are in the slaveholding States four millions of negroes, and out of
this number at least six hundred thousand able-bodied men capable of bear-
ing arms can be found. Lincoln proposes to free and _a_g_ryn‘ti}lelnﬁag_:_a_ipst us.
There are already fifty thousand of them in the Federal ranks. Lincoln’s
scheme has worked well so far, and if no{t] checkmated, will most assuredly
be carried out. The Confederate Government must adopt a counter policy. It
must thwart the enemy in this gigantic scheme, at all hazards, and il noth-
ing else will do it—if the negroes cannot be made effective and trustworthy
to the Southern cause in no other way, we solemnly believe it is the duty of
this Government to forestall Lincoln and proceed at once to take steps for
the emancipation or liberation of the negroes itself. Let them be declared
free, placed in the ranks, and told to fight for their homes an country. . ..

"Such action on the part of our Government would place our people in a

purer and better light before the world, It would disabuse the European
mind of a grave error in regard to the cause of our separation. 1t would prove

to them that there were higher and bolier motives which actuated our peo-
ple than the mere Jove of property. It would show that, although slavery is
one of the principles that we started to fight for, yet it falls far short of being
the chief one; that, for the sake of our liberty, we are capable of any personal
sacrifice; that we regard the emancipation of slaves, and the consequent loss
of property as an evil infinitely less than the subjugation and enslavement
of ourselves; that it is not a war exclusively for the privilege of holding ne-
groes in bondage. It would 1 prove to our soldiers, three-fourths of whom
never owned a negro, that it is not “the rich man’'s war and the poor man’s
fight,” but a war for the most sacred of all principles, for the dearest of all
rights—the right to govern ourselves, It would show them that the rich man
who owned slavés was not willing to jeopardize the precious liberty of the
country by his eagerness to hold on to his slaves, but that he was ready to
give them up and sacrifice his interest in them whenever the cause de-
manded it. It would lend a new impetus, a new enthusiasm, a new and
powerful strength to the cause, and place our success beyond a peradven-
ture. It would at once remove all the odium which attached to us on account
of slavery, and bring us speedy recognition, and, if necessary, intervention.
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24. General Patrick Cleburne to General Joseph Johnston, January 2,
1864.

We have now been fighting for nearly three years, have spilled much of our
best blood, and lost, consumed, or thrown to the flames an amount of prop-
erty equal in value to the specie currency of the world. . . . Our soldiers can
see no end to this state of affairs except in our own exhaustion; hence, in-
stead of rising to the occasion, they are sinking into a fatal apathy, growing
weary of hardships and slaughters which promise no results. In this state
of things it is easy to understand why there is a growing belief that some
black catastrophe is not far ahead of us, and that unless some extraordinary
change is soon made in our condition we must overtake it. . . .

In view of the state of affairs what does our country propose to do? In the
words of President Davis “no effort must be spared to add largely to our
effective force as promptly as possible. The sources of supply are to be found
in restoring to the army all who are improperly absent, putting an end to
substitution, modifying the exemption law, restricting details, and placing
in the ranks such of the able-bodied men now employed as wagoners,
nurses, cooks, and other employees, as are doing service for which the ne-
groes may be found competent.” . . . {W]e propose, in addition to a modifi-
cation of the President’s plans, that we retain in service for the war all
troops now in service, and that we immediately commence training a large
reserve of the most courageous of our slaves, and further that we guarantee
freedom within_a reasonable time to every slave in the South who shall re-
m"a_ir‘l,,true to the Confederacy in this war. As between the loss of indepen-
dence and the loss of slavery, we assume that every patriot will freely give
up the latter—give up the negro slave rather than be a slave himself. If we
are correct in this assumption it only remains to show how this great na-
tional sacrifice is, in all human probabilities, to change the current of suc-
cess and sweep the invader from our country.

. Our country has already some friends in England and France, and there
are strong motives to induce these nations to recognize and assist us, but
they cannot assist us without helping slavery, and to do this would be in
conflict with their policy for the last quarter of a century. .. . But this bar-
rier once removed, the sympathy and the interests of these and other na-

tions will accord with their own, and we may expect from them both moral
Uil
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held the mountains against their masters for 150 years; and the experience
of this war has been so far that half-trained negroes have fought as bravely
as many other half-trained Yankees. If, contrary to the training of a lifetime,
they can be made to face and fight bravely against their former masters,
how much more probable is it that with the allurement of a higher reward,
and led by those masters, they would submit to discipline and face dangers.

25. President Jefferson Davis to General Walker, January 13, 1864—
Reaction to Cleburne’s Proposal.

I have received your letter, with its inclosure, informing me of the proposi-.

tions [Cleburne’s proposal} submitted to a meeting of the general officers on. .

the 2d instant, and thank you for the information. Deeming it to be injurious
to the public service that such a subject should be mooted, or even known
to be entertained by persons possessed of the confidence and respect of the
people, I have concluded that the best policy under the circumstances will
be to avoid all publicity, and the Secretary of War has therefore written to
General Johnston requesting him to convey to those concerned my desire
that it should be kept private. If it be kept out of public journals its ill effect
will be much lessened.

26. General Joseph Johnston to General Hardee et al. January 31,
1864—Reaction to Cleburne’s Proposal.

Lieutenant-General Hardee, Major-Generals Cheatham, Hindman, Cle-

burne, Stewart, Walker, Brigadier-Generals Bate and P. Anderson:
GENERAL:

I have just received a letter from the Secretary of War in reference to
Major-General Cleburne’s memoir read in my guarters about the 2d instant.
In this letter the Honorable Secretary expresses the earnest conviction of
the President “that the dissemination or even promulgation of such opinions
under the present circumstances of the Confederacy, whether in the Army
or among the people, can be productive only of discouragement, distraction,
and dissension.” The agitation and controversy which must spring from the

THE EVIDENCE
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presentation of such views by officers high in the public confidence are to -

be deeply deprecated, and while no doubt or mistrust is for a moment en-
* tertained of the patriotic intents of the gallant author of the memorial, and
such of his brother officers as may have favored his opinions, it is requested
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that you communicate to them, as well as all others present on the occasion,
the opinions, as herein expressed, of the President, and urge on them the
suppression, not only of the memorial itself, but likewise of all discussion

and controversy respecting or growing out of it. . ..

Source 27 from Bell Irvin Wiley, ed., Letters of Warren Akin, Confederate
Congressman (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1959), pp. 32-33.

97. Letter from Warren Akin to Nathan Land, October 31, 1864.

As to calling out the megro men and placing them in the army, with the
promise that they shall be free at the end of the war, I can only say it is a
question of fearful magnitude. Can we prevent subjugation, confiscation,

degradation and slavery without it? If not, will our condition or that of the

negro, be any worse by calling them into service?

On the other band: Can.we feed our soldiers and their families if the negro
men are taken from the plantations? Will our soldiers submit to having our
ngg__r_qe_s_ai@}x_g éide them in the ditches, or in line of battle? When the negro

"is taught the use of arms and the art of war, can we live in safety with them

aft }ward_s? Or if it be contemplated to send them off to another country,

“whe i s made, will it be right to force them to a new, distant and

when peace i
strange land, after they have fought for and won the independence of this?

Would they go without having another war? Involving, perhaps a general
insurrection of all the negroes? To call forth the negroes into the army, with
the promise of freedom, will it not be giving up the great question involved
by doing the very thing Lincoln is now doing? The Confederate States may
take private property for public use, by paying for it; but can we ever pay
{or 300,000 negro men at present prices, in addition to our other indebted-
hess? The Confederate Government may buy the private negro property of
the Citizens, but can it set them free among us, to corrupt our slaves, and
place in peril our existence? These are some of the thoughts that have
passed th{rjough my mind on the subject. But I can not say that I have a
definite and fixed opinion. If I were convinced that we will be subjugated,
with the long train of horrors that will follow it, unless the negroes be placed
in the army, I would not hesitate to enrol our slaves and put them to fight-
ing. Subjugation will give us free negroes in abundance—enemies at that—
while white slaves will be more numerous than free negroes. We and our
children will be slaves, while our freed negroes will lord it over us. It is
impossible for the evils resulting from placing our slaves in the army to be
greater than those that will follow subjugation. We may (if necessary) put

[270]




image26.jpg
. our slaves in the army, win our independence, and have liberty and homes
for ourselves and children. But subjugation will deprive us of our homes,
houses, property, liberty, honor, and every thing worth living for, leaving for
us and our posterity only the chains of slavery, tenfold more galling and
degrading than that now felt by our negroes. But I will not enlarge, I have
made suggestions merely for your reflection.

Source 28 from McPherson, The Negro’s Civil War, pp. 243-244.

28. Judah P. Benjamin (Secretary of War, Confederacy) to Fred A.
Porcher (an Otd Friend and Former Classmate), December 21, 1864.

For a year past I have seen that the period was fast approaching when we
should be compelled to use every resource at our command for the defense
of our liberties. . . . The negroes will certainly be made to fight against us if
not armed for our defense. The drain of that source of our strength is stead-

;ly fatal, and irreversible by any other expedient than that of arming the

slaves as an auxiliary force. .
I further agree with you that if they are to fight for our freedom they are

entitled to their own. Public opinion is fast ripening on the subject, and ere
the close of the winter the conviction on this point will become so widespread
that the Government will have no difficulty in inaugurating the policy {of
recruiting Negro soldiers). .

... It is well known that General Lee, who commands so largely the con-
fidence of the people, is strongly in favor of our using the negroes for de-
fense, and emancipating them, if necessary, for that purpese. Can you not
yourself write a series of articles in your papers, always urging this point
as the true issue, viz, is it better for the negro to fight for us or against us?

-Source 29 from Durden, The Gray and the Black, pp. 89-91.

29. Richmond Enguirer, November 4, 1864, Letter to the Editor in
Reply to the Editorial of October 6, 1864. .

Can it be possible that you are serious and earnest in proposing such a step
to be taken by our Government? Or were you merely discussing the matter
as a something which might be done? An element of power which might be
used—meaning thereby to intimidate or threaten our enemy with it as a
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weapon of offence which they may drive us to use? Can it be possible that a
Southern man—editor of a Southern journal—recognizing the right of prop-
erty in slaves, admitting their inferiority in the scale of being and also their
social inferiority, would recommend the passage of a law which at one blow
levels all distinctions, deprives the master of a right to his property, and
clevates the negro to an equality with the white man?—for, disguise it as
you may, those who fight together in a common cause, and by success win
the same freedom, enjoy equal rights and equal position, and in this case,
are distinguished only by color. Are we prepared for this? Is it for this we

" are contending? Is it for this we would seek the aid for our slaves? . . . When

President Davis said: “We are not fighting for slavery, but independence,”
he meant that the question and subject of slavery was a matter settled
amongst ourselves.and one that admitted of no dispute—that he intended
to be independent of all foreign influences on this as well as on other mat-,
tqig;ﬁree.to.own,§laves if_ he pleased—free to lay our own taxes—free to
govern ourselves. He never intended to ignore the question of slavery or to
do aught else but express the determination to be independent in this as
well as in all other matters. What has embittered the feelings of the two
sections of the old Union? What has gradually driven them to the final sep-
aration? What is it that has made two nationalities of them, if it is not slav-

ery?
The Yankee steals my slave, and makes a soldier and freeman of him to

destroy me. You take my slave, and make a soldier and freeman of him to
defend me. The difference in your intention is very great; but is not the
practice of both equally pernicious to the slave and destruction to the coun-
try? And at the expiration of ten years after peace what would be the rela-
tive difference between my negro stolen and freed by the Yankee and my
negro taken and freed by you? Would they not be equally worthless and
vicious? How would you distinguish between them? How prevent the return
of him whose hand is red with his master’s blood, and his enjoyment of those
privileges which you so lavishly bestow upon the faithful freedman?

Have you thought of the influence to be exerted by these half or quarter
million of free negroes in the midst of slaves as you propose to leave them
at the énd of the war; these men constitute the bone and sinew of our slaves,
the able-bodied between 18 and 45. They will be men who know the value
and power of combination; they will be well disciplined, trained to the use

i of arms, with the power and ability of command; at the same time they will

be grossly and miserably ignorant, without any fixed principle of life or the

ability of acquiring one. . ..
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Sources 30 and 31 from McPherson, The Negros Civil War, p. 244.
30. Howell Cobb, Speech in the Confederate Senate, 1864.

. if slaves will make good soldiers our whole theory ofs]avery is wrong. . . .
The day you make soldiers of them is the beginning of the end of the revo-

lution,
31. Robert Toombs, Speech in the Confederate Senate, 1864.

.. the worst calamity that could befall us would be to gain our indepen-
dence by the valor of our slaves. . . . The day that the army of Virginia allows
a negro regiment to enter their lines as soldiers they will be degraded, ru-

ined, and disgraced.

Source 32 from Durden, The Gray and the Black, pp. 93-94.
32. Lynchburg (Va.) Republican, November 2, 1864.

The proposition is so strange—so unconstitutional—so directly in conflict
with all of our former-practices and teachings—so entirely subversive of our
social and political institutions—and so completely destructive of our liber-
ties, that we stand completely appalled [and] dumfounded at its promulga-
tion.

They propose that Congress shall conscribe two hundred and fifty thou-
sand slaves, arm, equip and fight them in the field. As an inducement of
them to be faithful, it is proposed that, at the end of the war, they shall have
their freedom and live amongst us. “The conscription of negroes,” says the
Engquirer, “should be accompanied with freedom and the privilege of remain-
ing in the States.” This is the monstrous proposition. The South went to war
to defe defeat - the designs of the abolitionists, and behold! in the mxdst “of the war,
we turn abolitionists ourselves! We went to war because the Federal Con-
gress kept eternally meddling with our domestic institutions, with which we
contended they had nothing to do, and now we propose to end the war by
asking the Confederate Congress to do precisely what Lincoln proposes to
do—free our negroes and make them the equals of the white man! We have
always been taught to believe that slaves are property, and under the exclu-
sive control of the States and the courts. This new doctrine teaches us that
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Congress has a right to free our negroes and make them the equals of their

masters. . ..

Source 33 from Wiley, ed., Letters of Warren Akin, p. 117

33. Mary V. Akin to Warren Akin, January 8, 1865.

. Every one I talk to is in favor of putting negros in the army and that
immediately. Major Jones speaks very strongly in favor of it. I think slavery
is now gone and what little there is left of it should be rendered as service-
able as possible and for that reason the negro men ought to be put to fight-
ing and where some of them will be killed, if it is not done there will soon
be more negroes than whites in the country and they will be the free race. I

want to see the{r} got rid of soon.

Sources 34 through 36 from Durden, The Gray and the Black, pp. 163, 195, 202
203.

34. Macon (Ga.) Telegraph and Confederate, January 11, 1865.

Mr. Editor: .
A lady’s opinion may not be worth much in such an hour as this, but I

cannot resist the temptation of expressing my approbation of “The crisis—
the Remedy,” copied from the Mobile Register. Would to God our Govern-
ment would act upen its suggestions at once. The women of the South are
not so in love with their negro property, as to wish to see. husbands fathers
sons, brothers, slain to protect it; nor would they submit to Yankee rule,
could it secure to them a thousand waiting maids, whence now they possess

one. ...

35. Richmond Whig, February 28, 1865.

Mobile, Feb. 14—One of the largest meetings ever assembled in Mobile was
held at the Theatre last night, which was presided over by Hon. Judge

Forsyth.
Resolutions were unanimously adopted declaring our unalterable purpose

to sustain the civil and military authorities to achieve independence—that
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our battle-cry hénceforth should be—“Victory or Death”—that there is now
no middle-ground between treachery and patriotism—that we still have an
abiding confidence in our ability to achieve our independence—that the
Government should immediately place one hundred thousand negroes in the -
field—that reconstruction is no longer an open question.

36. Confederate Congress, “An Act to Increase the Military Force of
the Confederate States,” March 13, 1865.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That in order
to provide additional forces to repel invasion, maintain the rightful posses-
sion of the Confederate States, secure their independence, and preserve
their institutions, the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to ask for
and accept from the owners of slaves, the services of such number of able-
bodied negro men as he may deem expedient, for and during the war, to
perform military service in whatever capacity he may direct.

Sec. 2. That the General-in-Chief be authorized to organize the said slaves
into companies, battalions, regiments and brigades, under such rules and
regulations as the Secretary of War may prescribe, and to be commanded by
such officers as the President may appoint.

. Sec. 3. That while employed in the service the said troops shall receive
the same rations, clothing and compensation as are allowed to other troops
in the same branch of the service. .

Sec. 4. That if, under the previous sections of this act, the President shall
not be able to raise a sufficient number of troops to prosecute the war suc-
cessfully and maintain the sovereignty of the States and the independence
of the Confederate States, then he is hereby authorized to call on each State,
whenever he thinks it expedient, for her quota of 300, 000 troops, in addition
to those subject to military service under existing laws or so many thereof
as the President may deem necessary to be raised from such classes of the
population, irrespective of color, in each State, as the proper authorities
thereof may -determine: Provided, that not more than twenty-five per cent
of the male slaves between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, in any State,
shall be called for under the provisions of this act.

Sec. 5. That nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize a change
in the relation which the said slaves shall bear toward their owners, except._.
by consent of the owners and of the States in which they may reside, and in
pursuance of the laws thereof.

Approved March 13, 1865.
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Begin by examining the evidence from
the North. For each piece of evidence,
answer the following questions:

1. Is the writer for or against using
African Americans as soldiers?

2. What are the principal reasons for
taking this position? (A piece of evi-
dence may have more than one rea-
son, as does Lincoln’s September
13, 1862, reply to a delegation of
Chicago Christians.}

At this point you will confront your
first problem. Some pieces of evidence
do not speak directly to the issue of en-
listing African Americans as soldiers
(two such examples are A. Davenport's
letter or William Wells Brown’s recol-
lections, Sources 2 and 11). Yet are
there implied reasons for or against
arming African Americans? Included in
these reasons may be unstated racial
feelings (look again at Lincoln’s Septem-
ber 13, 1862, remarks in Source 12), cas-
ualty figures (note when the casualties
were suffered and. consult the evidence
for any shifts in the argument at that
time), or political considerations.

The central figure in the decision of
whether or not the United States
should arm African Americans was
Abraham Lincoln. In July 1862, Con-
gress gave the president the authority
to do so, yet Lincoln hesitated. How
did members of Lincoln’s cabinet at-
tempt to influence his opinion in
July-August 18627 What was Lin-
coln’s reply?

President Lincoln’s memorandum
(Source 7) probably written after the

July 22 cabinet meeting, appears to
show a shift in his opinion. How does
this compare with his remarks on Au-
gust 3, 4 (Sources 8 and 9), and Sep-
tember 13, 18627 How would you ex-
plain this shift?

By January 1, 1863, the president
had changed his public stance com-
pletely and was publicly on record
as favoring taking African Americans
into the United States Army (Source
15). Because President Lincoln did
not live to write his memoirs and kept
no diary, we are not sure what argu-
ments or circumstances were respon-
sible for the shift in his position. Yet
a close examination of the evidence
and some educated guesswork will al-
low you to come very close to the truth.
Do Lincoln’s letters to Hamlin and
Schurz (Sources 13 and 14) provide
any clues?

The remaining evidence from the
North deals with northern reactions to
Lincoln’s decision (Sources 16 through
20). Was the decision a popular one in
the army? Among private citizens?
Can you detect a shift in northern
white public opinion? Can you explain
this shift?

Now repeat the same steps for the
South (Sources 21 through 36). In
what ways was the debate in the
South similar to that in the North? In
what ways was it different? Which
reasons do you think were most influ-
ential in the Confederacy’s change of
mind about arming African Ameri-
cans? How would you prove this?
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Even after northern leaders adopted the
policy that blacks would be recruited
as soldiers in the Union army, many
white northerners still doubted whether
blacks would volunteer and, if théy
did, whether they would fight. Yet the
evidence overwhelmingly demonstrates
that African Americans rushed to the
colors and were an effective part of the
Union war effort. By the end of the Civil
War, approximately 190,000 African
. American men had served in the United
States Army and Navy, a figure that
represents roughly 10 percent of all the
North’s fighting men throughout the en-
tire war. Former slaves who had come
within the Union lines during the war
made up the majority of African Ameri-
can soldiers, and Louisiana, Kentucky,
and Tennessee contributed the most Af-
rican American soldiers to the Union
cause (approximately 37 percent of the
total), probably because these states
had been occupied the longest by United
States troops.
Black soldiers were employed by the
- Union largely in noncombat roles (to
garrison forts, protect supply dumps
and wagons, load and unload equipment
and supplies, guard prison camps, etc.).
Nevertheless, a number of black regi-
ments saw combat, participating in ap-
"proximately four hundred engagements,
including thirty-nine major battles. Afri-
can American casualties were high: more
than one-third of the African American
soldiers were killed or wounded, al-
though the majority of deaths, as with
white soldiers, came from disease rather
than from battle wounds. The percent-

age of desertions among African Ameri-
cans was lower than for the army as a
whole. Moreover, twenty-one black sol-
diers and sailors were awarded congres-
sional medals of honor, the nation’s most
distinguished award to military person-
nel. '
Yet there is another side to the story

of African American service in the
Union army and navy. African Ameri-
can volunteers were rigidly segre-

- gated, serving in- all-black regiments; .

usually under white officers. At first
black troops received less pay than

their white counterparts. However, af-

ter many petitions and protests by Af-
rican American soldiers, Congress at
last established the principle of equal
pay for African American soldiers in
June 1864. Unfortunately, racial inci-
dents within the Union army and navy
were not uncommon.

Confederate reaction to the Union’s

recruitment of African American troops
was predictably harsh. The Confederate
government announced that any blacks
taken as prisoners of war would be
either shot on the spot or returned to
slavery. In retaliation, Lincoln stated
that he would order a Confederate pris-
oner of war executed for every African
American prisoner shot by the South
and would order a southern prisoner to
do hard labor for every African Ameri-
can prisoner returned to slavery. Most
Confederates treated black prisoners of
war the same way they dealt with
whites. Nevertheless, in several in-
stances surrendering African Ameri-
cans were murdered, the most notable
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instance occurring at Fort Pillow, Ten-
nessee, where apparently 2 number of
African American prisoners of war were
shot and others returned to slavery. Be-
cause it was impossible to obtain accu-
rate information about what actually
had occurred, Lincoln did not retaliate,
even though a United States Senate in-
vestigating committee charged about
three hundred African American black
Union soldiers had been murdered. The
president probably felt that any action
on his part would only further inflame
Confederates.

Within the Confederacy, the adoption
of the policy to recruit African American
soldiers came too late, the last gasp of a
dying nation that had debated too long
between principle and survival. In the
month between the approval of the pol-
icy and the end of the war at Appomat-

tox Court House, some black companies

were organized, but there is no record
that they ever saw action. For a conflict
that had raged for four agonizingly long
years, the end came relatively quickly.

The debate over the use of black
troops points out what many abolition-
ists had maintained for years: although
slavery was a moral concern that con-
sumed all who touched it, the institu-
tion of slavery was but part of
the problem facing black-—and white—"
Americans. More insidious and less eas-
ily eradicated was racism, a set of as-
sumptions, feelings, and emotions that
survived long after slavery had been de-
stroyed. The debate in both the North
and the South over the use of black
troops clearly demonstrates that the
true problem confronting many people
of the Civil War era was their own feel-
ings, anxieties, and fears.
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With the outbreak of war at Fort Sum-
ter in April 1861, many northern Af-
rican Americans volunteered for ser-
vice in the Union army. President
Abraham Lincoln, however, initially
rejected black petitions to become sol-
diers. On April 29, Secretary of War
Simon Cameron wrote one of many let-
ters to African American volunteers; it
curtly stated that “this Department
has no intention at present to call into
the service of the Government any col-
ored soldiers”” Later, in July 1862,
when Congress passed the Confisca-
tion Act (part of which authorized the
president to use escaped slaves for the
suppression of the rebellion “in such

1. The letter was addressed to “Jacob Dod-
son (colored)” and is in The War of the Re-
bellion: A Compilation of the Official Rec-
ords of the Union and Confederate Armics,
Series HI, Vol. I {Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1899), p. 133

manner as he may judge best”) and the
Militia Act (which authorized him to
enroll African Americans for military
service), Lincoln virtually ignored both
laws by using the somewhat dubious
logic that the two acts authorized him
to recruit blacks but did not reguire
him to do so.

Curiously, in the South too, free
blacks and some slaves petitioned to
be included in the newly formed Con-
federate army, perhaps hoping that
such service might improve their con-
dittons or even win them freedom. Like
Lincoln, Confederate president Jeffer-
son Davis rejected African Amencan
volunteers for military service and con-
sistently opposed their use. Yet ulti-
mately both chief executives changed
their minds and accepted African Amer-
icans into the armed forces, although in
Davis’s case the policy reversal came too
late for black units to see action on the
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Confederate side. And although the re-
cruitment of African American soldiers
by the South might have prolonged the
conflict, it probably would not have al-
tered the ultimate outcome. In this
chapter you will examine the evidence
so as to answer the following questions:

1. What were the arguments in the
North and in the South against
arming African Americans and us-
ing them as regular soldiers? What

were the arguments in favor of this
move? How did the reasons in the
North and in the South differ? How
were they similar?

2. What do you think were the princi-
pal reasons why both the United
States and the Confederate States
of America changed their policies?
How did the reasons in the North
and in the South differ? How were

they similar?

Although many leaders in both the
North and South denied it at the time,
the institution of slavery unquestion-
ably played a major role in bringing on
the American Civil War. As slavery in-
truded into the important issues and
events of the day (such as westward
expansion, the Mexican War, the ad-
mission of new states to the Union, the
- course charted for the proposed trans-
continental railroad, and the right
of citizens to petition Congress) as
well as into all the major institutions
(churches and schools, for example),
an increasing number of northerners
and southerners came to feel that the
question of slavery must be settled,
and settled on the battlefield. There-
fore, when.news arrived of the firing
on Fort Sumter, many greeted the an-
nouncement with relief. Lincoln’s call
for 75,000 volunteers was answered
with an enormous response. A wave
of patriotic fervor swept across the
northern states, as crowds greeted
Union soldiers marching south to “lick

the rebels” In the South, too, the out-
break of war was greeted with great en-
thusiasm. In Charleston, South Caro-
lina, a day of celebration was followed
by a night of parades and fireworks.
Many southerners compared the up-
corming war to the American Revolution,
when, so the thinking went, an outnum-
bered but superior people had been vic-
torious over the tyrant.

Yet, for a number of reasons, most
northern and southern leaders care-
fully avoided the slavery issue even af-
ter war had begun. To Abraham Lin-
coln, the debate over the abolition of
slavery threatened to divert norther-
ners from what he considered the war’s
central aim: preserving the Union and
denying the South’s right to secede. In
addition, Lincoln realized that a great
number of northern whites, including

himself, did not view African Americans-

as equals and might well oppose a war
designed to liberate slaves from bon-
dage. Finally, in large parts of Virginia,
North Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennes-
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see and in other pockets in the South,
Union sentiment was strong, largely be-
cause of the antiplanter bias in these
states. But anti-Negro sentiment was
also strong in these same areas. With
the border states so crucial to the Union.
both politically and militarily (as points
of invasion into the South), it 1s not sur-
prising that Lincoln purposely discour-
aged any notion that the war was for the
purpose of emancipating slaves. There-
fore, when influential editor Horace
Greeley publicly called on Lincoln in Au-
gust 1862 to make the Civil War a war
for the emancipation of slaves, the pres-
ident replied that the primary purpose
of the war was to preserve the Union.
“My paramount object in this struggle,”
Lincoln wrote, “is not either to save or
destroy slavery” (italics added).

If 1 could save the Union without
freeing any slave 1 would do it, and if
I could save it by freeing all the slaves
I would do it; and if T could save it by
freeing some and leaving others alone
T would also do that. What I do about
slavery, ... I do because I believe it
helps to save the Union; and what I
forbear, I forbear because I do not be-
lieve it would help to save the Union?
(italics added).

Hence President Lincoln, in spite of
his “personal wish that all men every
where could be free” (italics added),
strongly resisted all efforts to turn the

-Civil War into a moral crusade to, in

his words, “destroy slavery.”
On the Confederate side, President
Jefferson Davis also had reasons to

2. Lincoln to Greeley, Aug. 22, 1862, in Roy
P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abra-
ham Lincoln, Vol. V (New Brunswick, N.J.:
Rutgers University Press, 1953), pp. 388-
389.

avoid making slavery (in this case
its preservation) a primary war aim.
Davis feared, correctly, that foreign
governments would be unwilling to
recognize or aid the Confederacy if the
preservation of slavery was the most
important southern reason for fight-
ing. Too, the majority of white south-
erners did not own slaves, often dis-
liked people who did, and, Davis
feared, might not, fight if the principal
war aim was to defend the peculiar in-
stitution. Therefore, while Lincoln was
explaining to northerners that the war
was being fought to preserve the
Unien, Davis was trying to convince
southerners that the struggle was for
independence and the defense of con-
stitutional rights.

Yet as it became increasingly clear
that the Civil War was going to be a
long and costly conflict, issues con-
cerning slavery and the use of African
Americans in the war effort contin-
ually came to the surface. In the
North, reports of battle casualties in
1862 caused widespread shock and
outrage, and some feared that the
United States would be exhausted be-
fore the Confederacy was finally sub-
dued—if it was to be subdued at
all.® Also, many northerners came to

feel that emancipation could be used

as both a political and diplomatic
weapon. Those European nations (es-
pecially England, which had ended
slavery throughout its own empire in
1833) that had been technically neu-

3. The following is an estimate of Union cas-
ualties (the sum of those killed, wounded, and
missing) for the principal engagements of
1862: Shiloh (April, 13,000 casualties), Seven
Pines (May, 6,000), Seven Days (June, 16,000),
Antietam (September, 12,400), Fredericksburg
(December, 12,000).
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tral but were leaning toward the Con-
federacy might, northerners reasoned,
be afraid to oppose a government com-
mitted to such a worthy cause as
emancipation. Too, some northerners
hoped that a proclamation of emanci-

pation would incite widespread slave

rebellions in the South that would crip-
ple the Confederacy. Not to be over-
looked, however, are those northerners
(a minority) who sincerely viewed slav-
ery as a stain on American society and
whose eradication was a moral impera-
tive. ' .
Gradually President Lincoln came
- to favor the emancipation of slaves, al-
though never to the extent that the ab-
olitionists wanted. In early 1862, the
president proposed the gradual eman-
cipation of slaves by the states, with
compensation for the slave owners and
colonization of the former slaves out-
side the boundaries of the United
States. When Congress mandated that
Lincoln go further than that, by pass-
ing the Confiscation Act of 1862,
which explicitly called for the perma-
nent emancipation of all slaves in the
Confederacy, the president simply ig-
nored the law, choosing not to enforce
it.* But political and diplomatic con-
siderations prompted Lincoln to alter
‘his course and support the issuing of
the Emancipation Proclamation. So
that his action would not be inter-
preted as one of desperation, the pres-
ident waited until after the Union
“victory” at the Battle of Antietam.
Although the proclamation actually
freed slaves only in areas still under
Confederate control (hence immedi-

4. It was this action of Lincoln that prompted
the exchange between Greeley and the presi-
dent in August 1862.

ately freeing no one), the act was a sig-
nificant one regarding a shift in war
aims.

The second important issue that
Lincoln and other northern .leaders
had to face was whether or not to arm
African Americans and make them
regular soldiers in the Union Army.
Blacks had seen service in the Ameri-
can Revolution and the War of 1812,
prompting abolitionist Frederick Doug-
lass, a former slave, to criticize the

" United States’ initial policy of exclud-

ing African Americans from the army in
the Civil War, saying in February 1862,

Colored men were good enough to
fight under Washington. They are not
good enough to fight under McClellan.
They were good enough to fight under
Andrew Jackson. They are not good
enough to fight under Gen. Halleck.
They were good enough to help win
American Independence, but they are
not good enough to help preserve that
independence against treason and re-’
bellion.

Emancipation of slaves in the South
was one thing, but making blacks
United States soldiers was another.

Such a decision would imply that
white northerners recognized African
Americans as equals. Although most
abolitionists preached the dual mes-
sage of emancipation and racial equal-
ity, most northern whites did not look
on African Americans'as equals, a be-
lief that they shared with their presi-
dent. Would whites fight alongside
blacks even in racially separated units?
Were blacks, many northern whites
asked, courageous énough to stand
and hold their positions under fire?
What would African Americans want
as a price for their aid? Throughout
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1862, northern leaders carried on an
almost continual debate over whether
to accept African Americans into the
Union army, an issue that had a num-
ber of social, ideological, and moral
implications.

In the Confederacy, the issue of arm-
ing African Americans for the south-
ern war effort was also a divisive one.

‘The northern superiority in popula-

tion, supplemented by continued im-
migration from Europe, put the South
at a terrific numerical disadvantage, a
disadvantage that could be lessened
by the enlistment of at least a por-
tion of the approximately four million
slaves. Southern battle casualties also
had been fearfully high, in some bat-
tles higher than those of the Union.5
How long could the Confederacy hold
out as its numbers continually eroded?
If the main goal of the war was south-
ern independence, shouldnt Confed-
erate leaders use all available means
to secure that objective? It was known
that some northern whites, shocked by
Union casualty figures, were calling
on Lincoln to let the South go in peace.

If the Confederacy could hold out,
many southerners hoped, northern
peace sentiments might grow enough
to force the Union to give up. If slaves
could help in that effort, some rea-
soned, why not arm them? Yet, as in
the North, the question of whether or
not to arm African Americans had sig-
nificance far beyond military consid-
erations. Except for the promise of free-
dom, what would motivate the slaves to
fight for their masters? If freedom was
to be offered, then what, many surely
would argue, was the war being fought
over in the first place? Would southern
whites fight with blacks? Would some
African Americans, once armed, then
turn against their masters? And finally,
if southern whites were correct in:their
insistence that African Americans were
essentially docile, childlike creatures,
then. what conceivable support could
they give to the war effort? Interest-
ingly, there were some remarkable sim-
ilarities in the points debated by the
northern and southern policymakers

and citizens.

In this chapter you are confronted
with two series of speeches, private
and official correspondence, reports,
newspaper articles and editorials, and

5. The following are estimates of Confederate
casualties for the principal engagements of
1862-1863: Seven Days (June 1862, 20,000),
Antietam (September 1862, 13,700). Freder-
icksburg (December 1862, 5,000), Gettysburg
(July 1863, 28,000).

[2

5

laws and proclamations. One series
concerns the argument in the North
over whether to arm blacks and the -
other series deals with the same ques-
tion in the South. Read and analyze
each series separately. Take notes as
you go along, always being careful not
to lose track of your central objectives.
By now you should be able to easily
identify and list the major points, pro
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battle casualties mentioned. Were cas-
ualties therefore of no importance in
the debate? How would you go about
answering this question?

and con, in a debate. Jotting down
notes as you read the evidence is ex-
tremely helpful. Be careful, however,
because some reports, articles, and let-
ters contain more than one argument.

Several earlier chapters required
that you read between the lines, that
is, identify themes and issues that are
felt or irnplied although never directly
stated. What emotiional factors can
you ideritify on both sides of the ques-

tion? How important would you say
these factors were in the final deci- when he or she says (or fails to say)

sion? For examplé, you will see from _something? Can you infer from the con-

the evidence that at no time inthe de-  text of the argument any emotions that
are not explicitly stated?

thor of a particular piece (if known) can
give you several clues as to that person’s
emotions, fears, anxieties, and needs. In -
other cases, where the identity of the
author is not known, you may have to
exercise a little historical imagination.
What might this person really mean

bate being carried on in the North are

NORTH

Source 1 from James M. McPherson, The Neg}o's Civil War: How American Negroes
Felt and Acted During the War for the Union (New York: Vintage Books, 1967),

p- 33.
1. Petition of Some Northern Blacks to President.Lincoln,
1861.

October

We, the undersigned, respectfully represent to Your Excellency that we are
native citizens of the United States, and that, notwithstanding much injus-
tice and oppression which our race have suffered, we cherish a strong at-
tachment for the land of our birth and for our Republican Government. We
are filled with alarm at the formidable conspiracy for its overthrow, and
lament the vast expense of blood and treasure which the present war in-
volves. . .. We are anxious to use our power to give peace to our country and
permanence to our Government. :

We are strong in numbers, in courage, and in patriotism, and in behalf of
our fellow countrymen of the colored race, we offer to you and to the nation
a power and a will sufficient to conquer rebellion, and establish peace on a
permanent basis. We pledge ourselves, upon receiving the sanction of Your
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