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some young athlete who attends Aphrodite! Even more remote is the image that
later evolved of Eros as Cupid, a chubby mischievous little darling with wings
mbm a bow mbm arrow. He still attends Aphrodite; and although the wounds he
inflicts can inspire a passion that is serious and even deadly, too often he be-
comes little more than the cute and frivolous deus ex machina of romantic love.

CUPID AND PSYCHE

Finally, the story of Cupid and Psyche remains to be told. It is given its classic
form by Apuleius, a Roman author of the second century A.D., in his novel Meta-
morphoses, or The Golden Ass (4. 28-6. 24). One’s first impressions about a tale
uniting Cupid (or Eros) with Psyche (“Soul”) should wbmw:mw_% be Platonic; but
whatever philosophical profundities, Platonic or otherwise, have been detected
in Apuleius’ allegory, popular and s:?mam_.\?oﬁmm. common to Bﬁroyom%. in
general and folktale, fairy tale, and romance 1n particular emerge with striking
clarity: for example, the mysterious bridegroom, ,&m wmcoo of Hamzﬁwnwﬁo.? the
hostile mother figure, the jealous sisters, the heroine’s forgetfulness, the impo-
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' g o8 sistance—among them
sition of impossible labors accomplishedd"‘;t:L 3111‘1’;:11;}? i)f romantic love. In this
i Im of Hades—an MaaDi r,” Cupid ap-
ﬁzcil;dl?}tl%g;%e%;iae It'rllpon a time” and ends haPpﬂ};z‘Iﬁ;nzf:}e, of Aplzlleiuz’
pea’rs as a handsome young god with wings. Here 15 @
version.1® daughters, of whom
: o Wi n had three g /
Once upon a time, a certain king and quee Bt many believed that she

t, by far the most fair. In-
I‘:’Syd\‘f’ the younges te‘ga;dy aid her such adulation that the goddess became
as Venus reincarna p ke Psyche fall in love with

outraged. And so Venus ordered her son Cupid t‘;Q ma : :
the m%)st base and vile of mankind; instead, Cupid himself fell in love with Psy-

che. Psyche’s inferior sisters had easily found husbands, b'ut. PSY,ChZ r;m;.m y d
unmarried since she was admired by all with the awe that is inspired by divin-
ity. Her father suspected that a god’s wrath was .TCSPOI\Slbla He consulted
Apollo, who demanded that Psyche be decked out like a corpse and placed on
a mountaintop to be wed by a terrifying serpent. . . .

Therefore, Psyche, amid the rites of a funeral for a living bride, was left on
a mountaintop to meet a fate that she finally accepted with resignation. Psyche
fell into a deep sleep, and the gentle breezes of Zephyrus wafted her down to a
beautiful valley. When she awoke, she entered a magnificent palace, where her
every wish was taken care of. And when Psyche went to bed, an anonymous

closely follow the narratj
the assembled gods attenVe f Apuleiys, He
; d as Jupi re Mercur
it o e M e
Art Resourceglfzf,:wﬂ?oflll)lsion ofa tapestfn}l'ezl’a; uno, Diang pelln,dtoNWh08e left stands Venus:
, : - Walazzo delly pp,r eptune. The fresco Wa°

aF .
Arnesing, Rome. Courtesy of Alinm‘l/

ther half shoys g1+ Of the loggia of the Villa Far

" ¢ Wedding banquet. Both scenes

‘Ntroduces Psyche on the left, while
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pridegroom visited her,

only to d ‘
her days—and her Iﬁghts—}-’in tthgga%‘:mkly before sunrise. Thus Psyche spent

Meanwhile, her sisters :

iy e o e et o et e s
in her prison all day, Psyche b pond to them when they approached. Alone
see her sisters and gi esought her husband each night to allow her to

exd hat sh give them gold and jewels. He finally consented on the con-
dition that she must not, despite her sisters’ urgings, try to learn his identity.
When the sisters arrived and interrogated her, Psyche kept her secret—althou h
she did say that her husband was a very handsome young man. &

The sisters returned home with the riches that Psyche h

. their h h ad given them, but
in their hearts they nursed an all-consuming jealousy. The mysterious bride-

groom warned Psy.che of her sisters’ treachery: their purpose was t0 persuade
her to look upon his face; if she did so, she would never see him again. He also
told her that she was pregnant, and if she kept their secret, their child would be
divine,; if she did not, it would be mortal. Nevertheless, he granted Psyche’s ap-
peal to see her sisters once again. In answer to their questions, Psyche revealed
that she was pregnant. The sisters once again returned home laden with gifts,
but more jealous than ever; they now suspected that Psyche’s lover must be a
od and her expected child divine. '

5 The evil sisIt)ers visited Psyche a third time; this time they told her that her
husband really was the monstrous serpent of the oracle and that she would be
devoured when the time of her pregnancy was completed. Psyche was horrified
and, believing that she was sleeping with the monster,_forgot the war.nings of
her husband and took her sisters’ advice. She was to hide a Shal:p knife and a
burning lamp; when the monster was asleep, shg was to slash it in the neck.
.ch, Psyche made her preparatlons; in the mght' hgr husband made

I angitts s y 11 aslee As she raised the lamp, knife in hand, she saw
love to her and e ¥ astifLIl)l'Cu id. Overcome by the sight, her first impulse
the sweet, gentle, and b e hi sf\e was unable to do- Spellbound by Cupid’s
was to take her OWR hf'e, butlt . ings and tondled the bow and quiver that lay
beauty, she gazed at his lovely v1v< dgher thumb on one of the arrows and drew
at the foot of their bed; she pricke 4 her husband passionately. Alas, the lamp
blood. Overcome by desire, she Kis=® . { Jeaped out of bed and attempted
dropped oi he god’s right shoulder. CUPIC 2 d d aloft with

ropped oil on the & he caught hold of his right leg and soared aloft wit
to fly away at once . way and she fell to earth. Before flying away, Cupid
him, but her strength gaveearb}’- cypress: he had jignored V.eIH}s hCommamd, he
admonished her from 2 I his love; n€ ad warned her; his flight was penalty
P Ghe -t take.ﬂth;r i P dor s t}}\l:y I::l(; ﬁg;::lf in a nearbi’ river
. her sisté . . :1e by throw 7
eno‘i)g:;,'cizittempted to commlerszgglie toyits pank. She was advised by Pan to
but the gentle stream 0O e. In her wanderm%s, Sh; car;:e to the
forget her grief and win bacsisters ved. Psyche told.fhsﬁesﬁa:e;:’e ;’; gld h_?iP'
very city where one of her arry the siste? i o his side.

pened, but added that Cupid WO
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intop to Cupid’s palace,

4 mounta
d pé?i:hed on the rocks below. Psyche

it :»d in the same manner.
Elgna?omuxfdlﬁegevc\ifa?fo her other sisterldwfriw li;fiillr\lis mother’s bedroom, moan-
: -h of Cupid. 1€ \ d, rushed to h

}I:SyChe W?&irﬁirﬂ.s\(;z;cus Jearning of what h?id h:(l;{’;: eIn a rage Vemj;
ing because 0 / L3 .+ and vowed Iev ’ !

e o im for his behavior, &7 *; . She appro
Tgfrtl iosﬁs;sbue; a;z?cf}lg“ but eventually abaidoneib%irpiiﬁ:i a%ci :n f};fth:cc};ﬁ
jupitr, who agreed tosend Mexcury 10 L8 P 1P goddess denounced
ture of Psyche. When she was brol{g . upon the poor girl a series of im-
and abused her. In addition Venus 1mpose Pe

pOSSII:?rlstlt ?f‘syche was ordered to sort out before mghtfaJl s hetaphof mixed
grains (wheat, barley, and the like). In thlS endea‘{o,l} an ant came to NEr rescue
and summoned his army to isolate each .djffvferent‘grfjlln‘-

The next day Venus ordered Psyche togotoa nverbank where dal.rlgerous
sheep with thick golden fleeces grazed and to bring back some of their wool.
This time, a reed murmured instructions. She was to wait until the sheep had
stopped their frenzied wandering under the blazing sun; and when they had
Jain down to rest, she was to shake from the trees under which they passed the
woolly gold clinging richly to the branches. And so she accomplished the task.
Still not satisfied, Venus ‘orderéd!,Ps'ch?h‘}e“tO“'g‘o to the top of a high mountain,
from which dark water flowed—water, that ultimately fed the Underworld
stream f}f (iOCYtUS- P'Sfy!Che.W‘as.(!FQ brmgbacka]ar filled with this chill water;
i e g o £k Poych e 16 cagle o Jitpiter swooped down

Angrier now than e (e B Ay P S
realm ogf Hades. Psyche ‘xzéz:aI:rSe(lin’zgci:id thl(: ultlmate sk lesasiinio =
send back in it a fragment of her OWn Qée i) OX't.oy‘P'ersePhOHe and ask her to
throw herself off a high tower. But thébewauty' In despair, Psyche decided to
directions to the Underworld and instruyc: er spoke to her and gave her specific
to do. Among the stipulatio,n‘s"Was thiat chis

; ;
ruct}mqns‘ abput what she was and was not

che was enveloped. ﬂ( night Of the Unde world:
BYnOWcuredofhj‘ e g

. S burr . 1 ‘

into the box and remjndegrlil' Cupld flew to Psyche’

better of her. She Wi syche that 1€'s rescue. He put sleep back

rtals, Venys woo R2rtage with peu oy Cupid then appealed 10

10 i ¥ - us W, o
gf éf;fdﬁng feast on o % appeaseq, %l Slz’fﬁle since Psyche was mad®
Psyche (MetamOrp;E;;: t161at Markeq the OW Apuleius describes the
>€8

- 23-24). PPy ending of the story
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Immediately a wedding feast

' embracing Psyche. So ]gupiter igilzﬁaﬁied. The bridegroom took the highest place,
der, the other gods. Then Jupiter’ s own Juno took his place and then, in or-
brought him a cup of nectar fhe S cupbearer, the shepherd boy Ganymede,
the others. Vulcan cooked th’e feag}?ﬁ OIf{the gods, and acihim ga7a Recte”
~nd other flowers. The Grac ; the Hours decorated everything with roses
Joved and sang, Apoll es sprinkled the scent of balsam, and the Muses
p t}}’\ .S hg. pollo sang to the cithara and Venus danced in all her beauty
to he I1?1151(:, the tableau was so fitting for her that the Muses accompanied her

wit SC orgl odes or played upon the tibia; a satyr and Pan played the pipes.
o, with all due ceremony, Psyche was married to Cupid and, in due time,

a daughter was born to them, whom we call Pleasure (Voluptas). |

SAPPHO’S APHRODITE

It is impossible to survey the mythological concepts of love without including the
poetic vision of Sappho, the lyric poetess of love from the island of Lesbos. Only
a little of her work has survived, but the critical acclaim for her artistry glows undi-
minished. We know practically nothing with certainty about her life and career.
She was devoted to Aphrodite and to the young women with whom she was as-
sociated. But we cannot even confidently speak about a cult of the goddess, and
her relations with her loved ones can Jegitimately be imagined only from the mea-
ger remains of her poetry. Her circle has been interpreted as everythipg from a fin-
ishing school for girls in the Victorian manner to a hotbed of sensuality. From Sap-

j iati ite with lesbian love

ho comes the term lesbiar and the association of Aphrodite Wi ove.
’ In a fervent and moving poem she calls on Aphrodite for help to win back
the love of a young woman with who

cation to Aphrodite has real meaning for

m she has been involved. Sappho’s invo-
us in this context because it illustrates
. - i t infuses sO much of Greek art within the
b i gsionate intensity that in : .
d?a‘%h{'lm}:ithe It)li)l of artistic form. It reminds us t00 of the su}cerlty of the con-
iscipline con Jdess that was possible in the seventh and sixth centuries B.C.
ception of the g0 = ed by the later artificial and conventional

AT mb .
Too often our sensibilities are rrl:re duced, once all genuine belief is gone. There
the following lines.

st which the gods 2 i uin
C:;?gg)e:&;stion about the intense reality of Aphrod1te in

i dite,
Exquisitely enthroned, immortal Aphrodite

weaver of charms, child of Zeus

1 beg you, reverend lady,

do not cru
with sickness 2
But come to M€ here,
if ever once pefore YO :

from afar an ,
:;zldmi}e,avmg your father sdhouse,
YOk’ed your chariot of gold.
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