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Proponents of organic foods maintain that they are natural, taste
better, healthier, more environmentally sustainable, and pur-
chasing them supports local small farmers. We should put aside
the first reason, “they are natural” The Black Plague was natural
and so are salmonella and
botulism. Tornadoes, polio,
and seffishness are natural.
Pain and death are natural.
The argument “It is natural,
therefore it is good” is fal-
lacious. But the four other
reasons ... well, those
seem plausible. Of course,
there's the issue of cost.
Organic foods tend to be
more expensive. So, for the
sake of this exercise, let's
eliminate that factor from
the other side of the equa-
tion. Assume that you have
nlentv of monev to snend on food. Watild vois buv oranic? Yes
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from Penn and Teller: Bullshit! (Showtime, Season 7, Episode 6).
Remember, our focus in this chapter is not on the pro or con
arguments about buying organic. Our concern is how we
humans can hold onto a decision (in this case, to buy organic
foods) even though we
come to realize that all of
our reasons for doing so are
OrGAnIc FrOIT misguided. Unscripted, the
E A people in the video display
—— how our shared, human
psychological tendency to
dominance structure around
adecision continues to have
the power to influence our
behavior even after we no
longer accept our original
reasons for that decision. A
2011 NPR-Thomson Reuters
Health Poll survey of 3,000
people about their attitudes
reaardina oraanic foods found that their reasans inclided
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