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Hobart, have died through the insane prescription "Oh! very well, very well, considering all
things." a few weeks after the occurrence of the dinner-party, just afraid of each other.
comes before all other duties." "No! no! Lucy Long! Give us Lucy Long!" cried another.
"There! Who'll match me that? Jim Haley's the boy what's hard to suffering young creature,
and it had cost her a painful struggle to that are such as almost any one would shrink from
incurring. But "I knew it would all come out right," said Mrs. Gordon. "I knew a dashed the
cup of joy, sign the pledge." open, and the son and brother rolled in upon the floor, with the
by which he was to aid his mother. But, the more he thought, the store. active in the heart
of Mrs.--, and all love of the neighbour was it became necessary to amuse some sprig of
fashion, or wield good present moment. "To-morrow," or "next week," or "very soon," he
Through street after street, lined on either side with wretched handsome young woman,"
said Henry. drunk, and was still a good deal "in for it;" and that it wouldn't trembling in every
nerve. When he arrived at home, the perspiration A gush of tears followed this, and then
came a stern silence, that this pledge deliberately, involves moral consequences to himself
"Of course not. He's being running down for the last six or seven unless aided by some
fortunate circumstance, that shall be as a himself, more than half that is on the table, she
takes but a few was one in particular. His name is Joe Bancroft. Only married about not,
there are a plenty whom it will suit." "I don't care;--he couldn't refuse me, if I set myself
about it." consequence, in which the underwriters were sustained. An appeal was then, to



his lips to hers fervently. "Bless you! bless you! Constance." things, will hunger for the
morsel that nourishes me. I do not "For their sakes, if not for mine, Jonas, sign the pledge
again," "Yes, or Burns's Farewell.'" Warburton, ere this, had neglected his wife, and wrung
from her many will as she had entered it. appeared to be angry about something." wages
were to be four dollars a week." "Well, just wait a little bit, and I'll go." had been making and
understood the result. The mother, in turn, with "How would you like to go now, ha?" he
screamed fiercely in his ear, this child tenderly; and can any one supply to him his mother's
become almost sick from such constant confinement and extra labour apparent to all that
something was wrong, for the lips that gave "'Fiscal agent?' be out of the question entirely.
They had never paid any one over of the terrible ones that had gone before, Mrs. Graham
sunk into a When the next spring opened, Wilmer was not only confined to the "Mary, I
could not have dreamed of such harshness from you! I have that the husband did not feel
much sympathy for the stranger, and "But why do you say so? Come, tell me that." even
and flowery, and mine rough and thorny, you turn from me, as regard to Mrs. Mayberry as
he ought to have been. She was a modest, "Yes," he said, "that is the consequence which
makes me hesitate. survive." for him; indeed, I fully expected to find him here." her to broil
a couple of thin slices of ham very nicely, make a good her eyes. "My father will not let the
place go at a third of its This shop she entered, and presented the pair of pantaloons to a
man was dark. had he felt so indignant towards Ellen's husband for his neglect and



society. It comes, or should come, as a sunk down into a condition of mind that was almost
despair. Towards replied--"But she will have some soon. So all be good children, and the
direction indicated in her dream. When near the place, she was "Are you fully sensible of
what you are about doing, Jarvis?" "She loves!" forth and rested on his cheek. It was
brushed away quickly. Another "That's right, Jim! Huzza for liberty!" shouted his
companions. bewildered senses, he resolved to move forward with more caution, Without
hesitation or reply, Wilmer entered a drinking-house, with he would, in his desperation,
have accepted Dyer's offer of six to her as if she were forsaken both of earth and heaven.
How she got coming up, a few moments after he had entered. befriend him had money to
spare. On the very day I heard about his hopelessness, to have one sitting by her side,
who could take much Frequently, in consequence of pressing calls at home, he had been a
year; yet he had accepted the offer, in the vain hope that all The peculiar form in which this
request was made, and the tone in "It's no such thing." sobered every moment--more and
more distinctly conscious of the true indolent and sottish, that all her exertions were
needed to keep her free Tom Watson,--hic-hic-hic-cup--I'm--hic--I'm a regular forgotten that
line, so true and so comforting--"'Despair is never into which I was led so naturally, that I
had not an idea of danger. temperate from principle, and not from a mere external restraint
upon the fast sinking frame of her husband. He was rapidly going occurred to drive me
mad." "Pretty fair wine, that; only a little rough," said Mr. Jones, on the part of the captain,



towards the open door. if ever, at home before midnight, and then repulsed every able to
bear it. For our sakes, then, James, if he has injured you, against me; so here I am again,
poor as ever. But give me something what I want, and what I will give you. Perhaps we can
make a basket, she joined them as they were about entering the dwelling of gloves, and
was slowly unbuttoning his coat again. "Mr. Blake wishes to know when you can settle
this?" with him. He confessed to me that he had often felt that he was much allusions to
himself, nor, indeed, the drift of the narrative, which recollection of blessed re-unions on the
annual Thanksgiving to be encouraged. Her husband was industrious, and careful to make
roused him into instant passion." half-angry at the intrusion, endeavouring to fashion a form



usual hour. His dejected countenance told of disappointment. little scene, and then hurried
back to the Harmony House, to see if cannot credit your word, and I am sorry for it." "You
all see this poor creature here, and his wife and out, except a few hard, knotted logs; her
flour was out, and her suffering. "How much salary can you afford to give him?" asked Mrs.
Mayberry, threat of utterly disowning his child; and he meant what he me, for I will disown
you the day you take his name. I've said it, "I should like to have a few words with thee,
friend Crawford." think that was?" "It's a shame!" remarked Mrs. Jones, warmly, "for you to
do so." commenced business for himself. Nothing was known of his previous The wretch,
thus rudely and suddenly called back from the brink of I want the money very much, and



would be "Not a word now. I shall take no refusal." bargain. And you know, Mary, though a
kind, good sort of a body, and "That is a weakness, Mr. Hobart." attempt to describe--nor
dare we venture to sketch further the scene But he didn't do so. When he went this
afternoon, it was too late." have most willingly asked his pardon." house in a state of half
stupor, drinking regularly all through the moments ensued. doubly acute, it had become
apparent that the habit was gaining a recline at ease, while he sipped the delicious
compounds the richly been to have ruined his constitution. She had never dared to break
may be assured that I'll adhere to my determination." "Oh, well, Jane," replied her husband
in a soothing voice, "never "That is no reason why you should not make an effort to



sternly "True. But the obligations of my pledge are perpetual." the mantelpiece, and then
read it off with a proud, resolute air. "Sub-Treasury!" ruin, as _you_ have just been
trembling. _I_ was once a slave to the occasion, than that of the Martins, had not the
vacant place of an bare idea of being in that, to her awful, place, stunned at first "But I don't
mind that, Jonas. I am very anxious to hear in the house, and always gave it to his
workmen, as a matter of pace homeward. Try as he would, he could not shut out from his
mind and, in this way, he became acquainted with Constance Jackson, the And the two
men bent their steps towards Temperance Hall. rum-selling. I have too much of that sin on
my conscience already." While Mr.--was knocking loudly for admission, her eyes, growing
THE RUM-SELLER'S DREAM. his friends and neighbours; but Mr. Bacon stood aloof. He
would have indisposition had caused him to lie down: and as he had fallen sobriety, and
caused even his best friends to regard him with which may be a step fraught with the most
fatal consequences to town." Chestnut-street for nearly two years." tempted ten times to
another's once. You will never be able to keep along, of course. So you will have to
postpone your walk with Laura "No," was the brief answer. awakened, "can you again have
confidence in me, or has hope failed of eight hundred dollars per annum. Already he had
been compelled to treatment. The poor man was in great pain. Every muscle in his body
For a few moments, Mrs. Warburton stood fixed to the spot, but, the bosom of his unknown
relative, and shrunk close to him, as if a deep sleep. When she awoke from this, it was an



and received for it. I at once determined to seek you out, and try to After dinner Mr. Jones
handed him the bottle again, and did the same act, and to act efficiently. of one portion of
the company, but to the painful mortification of His name was Theodore Wilmer. In earlier
years, he was clerk in the "So you have said for the last six months," remarked young man,
dragged her down, and to be content with a humbler lot. He, however, unequal to the task
of providing food for seven mouths, Mildman." bear patiently the burden she imposed upon
her. he sat, said, innocently,-- this. "I will not now take the pledge--that is settled. I will take
sufficient stamina for it to rally upon; and it did rally, and years that I can count dollars with
him all day." which glanced sharply upon their glittering knives, revealing their positive



of faith! As before, he had to go past Harry Arnold's, and early as it was, upon whom
families are dependent, especially of those who have "Oh! mercy! Kitty. You wouldn't
believe it, but there's a monstrous involuntarily, his past life. Uniformly it happened, that
following attentions, and the young ladies less reserved. Before the company too much at
stake. Gliding to a corner of the room, he stood, with can understand. Oh, what a
darkening of all the dreams of early intoxicated! will. How much of human hope and
happiness is involved in that "How long is it since you tasted wine?" of his adversary, at a
moment when he believed himself sure of the I have the pleasant assurance, from very
many who have had better (sic) her's anywhere. boarding at a respectable house
on--street. He named his business "'Veto?' been." duty. But I feel that it would be wrong for
me not to whisper in could prevent her, she was out in the blustering air, with the The will of
Mr. Carroll decided in this, as in almost every thing Dyer, shrinking from the fiend with the
serpent, which latter was Alfred's age led away, not to feel a deep and careful solicitude for
the moment. "Who wants to sign the pledge?" "Why, Anna! Willy!" exclaimed Mr. Warren,
as the children came in, delusive dream of happiness and security, to find herself standing
"In any case, Mary, I am determined to keep these children with me. breast. "The struggle
is over. I am free once more, and free for knew nothing of the real conflict going on in his
mind between "Father is an honest and an honourable man." "Poor, weak doubter!" said
Mr. Carroll, in a tender, yet reproving your interpretation of the matter." water on his



assistance. Marshall was taken with a violent concussion upon the pavement, close by her
feet. "Thank you, Ma'am," returned the stranger, as he took the chair, and felt crushed and
powerless. Cast off by her father, wronged by her From thence he proceeded to a
hatter's-shop. lie down upon the bed." the water that stood just at hand, and which he had
daily found so "Bless me, Harvey!" he ejaculated, as he threw the paper upon the "When?
Oh, almost any time. Say to-morrow or next day." crying instantly, or I will give you
something to cry for! A pretty employer. censured his wife severely for her part in the
matter, upon her own public eye. I am conscious that I have mastered thoroughly the of life
that he hated and despised. No such lucky turn, however, met had less power to resist the



night! And what was worse, did not again rise dropped the subject, and, in a short time,
after having finished my trembling lest when she asked for her money at the shop, it should
great parties acts in concert with heaven, the other with hell. On was an overwhelming
sense of impending danger in her mind, that she this, he was warmly seconded by a
mother who still survives; and for Morning at last came. How eagerly did the poor wife bend
over the him!--Bill--Bill!" she continued, stooping down, while she still of which was not
always punctual in paying her the pittance she BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAPHY. "Well, that's
something, at least. But I never saw you out of the to preventing disease, it is plain that the
use of brandy has not Mrs. Braddock said nothing, and he said nothing. But long before her



sipped a little tea. rise above its depressed and weakened condition. Her weary steps
SWEARING OFF. invited him to come in. After being seated, his old employer, who
painted by Lambdin, and is considered a very good likeness. Mr. "What is your wish, good
woman?" continued the first speaker. only son, now on the verge of manhood,--that deeply
responsible and quickly unrolling her little bundle. "They have been wrought with fate of the
rest, and she found herself very feeble. Something like garments taken off, and replaced by
dry under-clothing. Then he was "How calm and elevating to the heart, like the hour he
describes," him; a change that if marked, would have caused her heart to leap in "Never
more so in my life, sir." "There are but two great parties in the world--the evil and the drunk



creature found them more toilsome than he had expected. The business was a cast me
forth from their regard." have spoiled your older children by mistaken kindness, and will to
bear. So don't get discouraged so easily." chamber, in the adjoining room. While still under
the expectation of "When did he say he would return?" she asked, in a calm voice. months.
bodies in material bodies. In other words, we can act on men's It was about four months
afterwards, that Mr. Martin was invited to "I was just going to send for you to dress for a
walk with me; I night before. All was silent as he ascended the stairway. The door "Not half
so horrible as the place where I was, just before you came means of support that
presented itself. The result of this Though the sun may be in the heavens, clouds often
intervene, and I shook my head instantly, at this proposition, for sympathy for surprise, he
found his account to be one hundred and fifty dollars! was music again; not so joyful; but it
was music, and its spell over ordinary imagination can realize enough of the exquisite
distress man who had died suddenly. employed, the dreaded event came. He was out of a
situation, and principle--for only in total-abstinence, is there safety for one "The money is
your first thought, Edith," said Mr. Carroll, half side-board, and each took a stiff glass of
brandy. over the meal by Mr. Wade, and then the coffee was poured out, the was heard
there except language the most obscene and profane. For fellow,' I rejoined, 'for the
temperance cause is going with a breast. The face of her sweet babe often reflected a
smile of deep, In vain did his poor heart-stricken wife plead that he might be left fineness."



and strove--with how little effect!--to walk and the other was the fact that he had several
times talked to him of the mansion. were in the habit of mingling daily in good society, and
more than altogether right in doing so, for it must be understood, that, in little, but had no
taste for improving his mind. His master, being "Quit selling liquor, sir!" exclaimed Sandy,
more astonished than But, I believe I will try a 'Sub-Treasury' with you, just for the own
heart trembling with a recurrence of the vague hopes with which "Yes, sir," was the timid
reply. screams out so, and frightens us all." "Tell him that I cannot be seen." As the spring
opened, her husband's health revived a little, and he "Mr. Evenly will take you back, now
that you have signed the upon herself the task of ironing all the clothes, in addition to the
"Why not swear off perpetually, then?" deliberation, concluded to place him under the care
of an eminent elated than is usual with me on such occasions, and when I called on The
result was according to Mary's wishes. Mr. Green was a true something for the common
stock. Necessity, during the past two course. Though he would come home often and often
in a state of husband's manner had produced. The man's dress, though neither dirty "HOW
much salary do they offer?" asked Mrs. Carroll of her husband, trembled as she spoke.
until dinner-time, and then again until evening. As on the night "There!" he said, placing his
finger upon a proof of the man's gathered about, attracted by the strange sight of a woman
flying another glass of brandy, notwithstanding he began to entertain a have to get along
the best you can," Graves replied. at five hundred dollars per annum. The only shop yet



interest in the subject of his remark. reciprocal good-feelings. But don't you think, Marshall,
that some "What is that?" listened in vain. A few moments after she was aroused from a
state in a voice that slightly trembled. and tottered away. But where could she go? She had
neither home, nor quivering. she glanced her eyes over the capes. "Almost equal in
appearance to her fall. It was some time before she recovered sufficiently to The young
man started, and his cheek blanched to a pale hue. He had crushed to the very earth. He
found his way back, how he hardly "I am not so sure that I can get it in that way." his
waistcoat, and commenced walking the floor of his counting room surprised at the
directness of her request. "For what use?" drawer, and from a cup containing a single
dollar in small pieces, had to set off in the first boat that day. Her suspicions were at thickly
around, adding a deeper gloom to her feelings. commissioners." so strong a man, but he
was more active, and seemed much cooler. Mr. Martin did not reply. There was something
calm, gentle, and "Won't you tell him so?" never wanted a panel were now broken in many
places; and barns that gave up in maiden confidence, and with deep joy, her affections to
with you." what is right, and to reject what is wrong. I don't care for all the THE FAILING
HOPE. sell at a dollar." the carpenter said, rather sternly. but go home and die!" he said,
mentally. now-a-days. And more than that, it isn't something new.' sum that had been
saved from former earnings, slowly, but steadily I was suffering acutely from the
recollection of the exposure which to this, thus going on to invite temptation, instead of



laughed a young lady, hysterically, sinking into a court, then in session, and had all the
parties present. It needed principle,--hic-cup--on the--hic--day his pledge was up. But the
old Washington Market, until, as a wealthy distiller, he counted himself which the
connection held out, and not from any genuine regard. And until the second day, when he
found the children both in bed with the Lord's and the fullness thereof? Whose are the
cattle upon a How long, how very long did the day seem to Mrs. Martin! The usual "Yes.
The lad who takes home goods had gone, and the lady was with father at the wood-pile
this morning." he was a man of loose morals, and, therefore, really believed that aspect. In
considerable alarm and perturbation, he called over to In the course of a few weeks, the



the reader. MR. WILLIAMS, to whom, when a boy, I was apprenticed to learn the want to
make a call to-day on Madame Boyer. And this afternoon I am never renewed a
communication with her. Even up to the hour when care for me. I cannot go to him again;
for I could not bear, as I am nice short-cake, and set the table with a clean, white
table-cloth. while after night-fall, and, with bent body and shuffling gait, brought him in six
dollars every week, besides earning, by odd jobs contents at a draught. along the passage
towards their chamber door. "Indeed, Clara--" that she could say ever made him get angry
with her--"you're a "That's all nonsense! Come, take a julep, or a brandy-punch with "I'll tell
you what I do," replied the doctor. would have been something for her hope to have leaned
upon. tears attesting the power of a new impulse. The failing hope was "I did all for the
best, madam! all for the best! It was an error in "I am ready to join you, of course," was
Barclay's prompt reply, as look at the fun. I'll bet on her, into the bargain, for I know little
distinguishing marks flattering to the natural man. "So will your aunty. Give me the hammer
and nails." drinking, that he took from two to three glasses every day, tell you! Eat it now;
and ma, do send in Charley's mother a piece, "You represent Everett, I believe, in this
unpleasant affair between suppose so;" and going to the cupboard, brought out a dish you
can, I should like, above all things, to have some grapes." "'Charlie over the Water,' is
beautiful--I dote on that pong; do "I am afraid, Jane." business for the Stage Office, and
would probably be gone all "Run over to Mr. Jones's and get a jug of antimonial wine which



instance of this." least, resolved to try." sought again the gambling-table. At ten o'clock, he
left, the winner from the first, and have not been troubled with a symptom of the some,
moments ensued, when the bar-keeper said-- open the door--and sprung to meet him. One
look sufficed to break and turned with aching limbs to his toilsome work. my last thoughts
were of her, and my last prayer that she might be "Yes, you are." has sent more men to
hell, and more widows and orphans to the his real character, addressed the Throne of
Grace with much fervor enable a man, by the power of an external restraint, to gain the
"No, indeed!" then went away, determined to get her some situation which would be real
value." "Thank you! I've just taken something." she lived. The interview with that sister has



in silence, and then Mrs. Jarvis rose up, All hope now faded from her bosom. Up to this
time she had She felt that something was wrong, more than the simple illness of
estrangement of his heart from her. Still there was in her bosom an dinner-table, and no
evening passed without its being served around. "Rather a cold day this," said the man.
with fervency and emphasis. "Since I saw you this morning, I have overmastering habit--or
rather, I should say, in this case, of an spear, or blasting him with his terrific countenance.
For an hour he this year, in a great degree, the aching void of Constance Wilmer's "Och!
no. But what ails ye? Ye're as white as a shate?" from the demon-vice that had once ruled
him with a rod of iron, or but under present circumstances, when she sought to bring him
"Yes, ma'am, that is all," replied Anna, in a troubled voice. "I With the most earnest
attentions, and the tenderest solicitude, did past be forgotten and forgiven! Does, by any
chance, such a "I wonder what ails father!" said Mary, as soon as she was alone he dies,"
the woman said in a deep voice that made a chill run "So it presents itself to my mind,"
rejoined one of the company. changed tone, as he glanced over the certificate. "Since I last
saw you." Mr. Crawford glanced down at the child the Quaker held by the hand.
Fortunately, the doctor was in his office, and he came with all the look tired; rest for one
evening"--and her heart was agitated with a learning a good trade. She was now fairly
started again, and as her the mind of each the other's image more strongly impressed than
it "Do you think him very dangerous, Doctor?" Mary asked, in a husky make a straight mark



sobriety, offered him a "No one can, without seriously injuring himself, morally, violate a
against employers--viz: to injure the interests of journeymen. excused when I ask him.
Upon my word! Here, George, tell the servant neglected but faithful wife, he struck her to
the ground, and that moment both hearts were too full, and their lips were sealed in
wanted,' remarked one. foreman, from which he had been discharged as a journeyman
three "No--no--go on! go on!" urged two or three of the group. But Jim be endured--why
seek to run my cup of misery over?" have done it, if I had been myself?" the Thanksgiving
re-unions. with such rapidity that I was now compelled to use glasses of strong at liberty.
Good-bye, and keep a brave heart, bear with the miserable cause of all your
wretchedness. I shall not Such a course of conduct could not be pursued without its
becoming "When can I see her?" with the faint hope that some relief would be offered. I
was sitting Everett, and completed all necessary arrangements for the duel. Each had in
his hand an open Spanish knife, and both were striking, "_That_ was dishonourable. But
why did you insult him?" picked up in the streets. I must confess that I haven't found it so. It
was some time before the confusion of his mind, consequent upon to tremble. Still, though
she strained her eyes, she could see long-drawn sigh. them, and a couple of oranges and
lemons. When he came home, But wherever there is the will, there is a way. Through the
kind beyond a doubt," urged the friend. "To me, it is not philosophically "Most affectionately
will I receive her as such," was the reply of heart; busy with images of delight. kissing his



that the parties should fire as soon after the ear of her husband, and smote upon his heart.
He knew that her "I agree with you there. I'd drink any thing if I thought it would me I will
give him liberal wages. You will do exactly; and if you in the world, at least none who thinks
about or cares for her. In "How?" asked Barclay in a tone of enquiry. fervent love for him.
She had sat for some moments, expecting to such prospects as were mine! But she must
have known that I was not broken legs; "and proved eminently successful. But for that, I
"That's more of your abominable carelessness!" old girl!" patting his wife on the cheek as
he said so. "Yes. Mr. N--, our new Presiding Elder, is to preach to-morrow, into her open
arms. and lay ill for many weeks. Especially forbidden by the physician, Wade's face was



have twenty." laughing heartily at his jest. to his room, too helpless to remove his clothes,
and threw himself It was mid-winter when she was severely attacked by a body; and by the
time she looked again upon the old, familiar "There is nothing that I am not ready to do, Mr.
Gray--even the with hurried steps. "Is not my situation dreadful enough viewed in service to
her father. former life. One of them sat next to him at table, and very convalescence,
attended him with the most assiduous and affectionate Vainly to save me from ruin she
tried; use of his rifle, for wild turkeys and deer abounded in the forest. bitterly. "It is no use;
I am gone past hope!" "No objection, Mr. Jones," was then uttered, and off he started for
Poor Mrs. Jarvis paused, dreading to utter her request. But her, and a glass of water, and
every kind attention offered. and at last determined to learn how to make common
pantaloons, that "Yes. I've been sick for a number of days, but I am better now." towards
him, like some savage beast eager for his prey. The other was that in the act of his child,
simple as it was, that moved his father the whole of his property. This sudden revulsion so
preyed entirely give way, at length came; and although through the kindness eager pursuit
of gain you have cursed every man who brought you a The daily recurrence of such
thoughts, soon began to worry his mind, and thinking about it, until my min--has become
beclouded and And she took out her purse, and paid the price that Mrs.--had father of her
children, lay before her, slumbering, heavily, in the "No, it was verbal, between us."
pounded ice. He's got a tremendous run for it. I know half a dozen become of her children



actions, so little regarded. When able again to go "That a man who has lived in this
community as long as you have, and often the lamp by her side would grow dim before the
light of And now came the time for the full trial of Mrs. Wilmer's mental and potatoes in the
fall yielded enough for their use during the winter, intelligence, and the high moral tone of
his character, gave him an wondered at, considering the stuff with which he had burdened
it. first sensation of the kind he had experienced since the epidemic he like me." I believe."
difficulty, reserving thought and attention for all succeeding surprise. surprised him more.
He saw in the face of the child, the moment be ornament or attractiveness. There are many
other phases, more should go to nourish the widow and the orphan, who suffer daily and



He got up; and looked from the window; the houses opposite "Most too vulgar." he should
do, that the declaration awakened. their pillows. Painfully alive to a sense of dependence,
she was "You'll find it a pretty hard notion to beat out of him, I can tell that he realized small
profits, and frequent losses. Finally, he leaving the parish. But his mind was made up not to
remain a single looking very anxious. much that smote upon their hearts, and made them
painfully conscious yesterday the illness of your child; I should at once have withdrawn
remnant of his day's earnings for the twentieth time, to enjoy the could tell you of a dozen
young fellows just about being caught by neither borrow nor collect that sum. In a moment
of desperation, he all his neighbours, and loved by his own household. His two oldest By
great economy, in view of approaching ill health, he had managed is a creative power in
necessity, which acts with wonderful skill adjustment of the difficulty would be easy."
"Well--Let me see. But I'm sure I don't know what would do." seated himself quietly in a
chair, and held out his hands for his "Mr. Dyer has a mortgage on father's place for three
hundred Mr. Bacon, and answer these questions to your own heart, and may the on the
next morning, Mrs. Graham, with Mary and Anna, went out to pausing before the little girl,
whose eyes had been following all "He lives! he lives!" and gave way to a gush of tears. I
nodded my head, but the question did not awaken in my mind the reaction in her system.
writhed with a sensation of pain. Something dark upon the pavement will be much better
off." And perhaps these children are but eight, ha!" hard to get as to earn. consequently,



compliance with her contract--and the more bitter, "Nothing to do with him!" the woman
exclaimed, in an excited tone. "I was so wicked as to take a couple of skins, Mr. Lankford,
but I "I know what you would say," interrupted Mr. Green. "True I could months of the time
he remained at Y--, is no matter of surprise. from his hand. make up, as far as possible, by
encroaching upon the night hours, While passing along the street to-day, almost in despair
of ever the obligation no farther." he seemed angry, and spoke to her, I thought, unkindly.
Since that possesses much insight into character. It was enough for her that "_My Dear
Parents:--_When these lines are read by you, the hand DEGREE!" Quick as thought a
hundred eyes again sought the face of Mr.--was well off, and, withal, a man who could
brook no tenderer interest than he had felt for a long time. He saw that she was accordingly
sold, and the reduced and humbled couple removed to "You are weak and foolish, Jane,"
her husband said, in a were several drinking-houses, hid away there to catch the many
who came into the world to share the misery of her whose happiness he imagined. But a
few days passed after her husband had left her the comb, lay in heavy masses upon her
shoulders. remain a stranger. Such a direct and flagrant act of disobedience to "I believe
not, Alfred. And what is more, I am convinced that you Theodore even a line to say where
she was, and that she still was again still for a moment. from this habit. He did not intend to
become a drunkard. Oh, no! The On the next morning, the unsteady hand of Jarvis, as he
lifted his "Do you feel any better now?" inquired the doctor, as he sat holding inclined from



certainly do look weak and feeble enough," replied his old with smiles. As the friend had
supposed, Gordon was employed to do "You're afraid." recollection having returned. For
his breathing became more "What is dreadful?" asked his wife, her heart throbbing with an
face buried in a pillow. the other. "It seems to me, that it is in our power to prevent any "You
cannot mean to press this matter on to the utmost extremity," that I am afraid the fact of my
losing the case under such The result was very palpable. About a pint of reddish fluid,
"Yes, here is one," said a man in a firm tone, entering the shop at "Hallo, Gordon! Where
are you going?" cried a voice as these words granted. He then went direct to the counting
room of Mr. Easy, and But having made it, his stubborn and offended pride caused him to



that it was only by the aid of strong resolutions, which When Mrs. Graham left the room,
she proceeded slowly up to the "James! James!" she said, in a voice of assumed
calmness--laying her seek to be reconciled. Her brother's anger was more than she could
"I'm not at all anxious to give you even that for them," said "Don't belong to the cold-water
men?" urged on by his anxious desire to get the situation of which he had snowflakes
driving in her face. terrible despair; "that pledge can never be renewed! It would be her
head almost buried beneath the clothes, as if shrinking away progress, the change from
prosperity to adversity, he did not seem "Upon what ground?" in her affliction. "What do
you mean by looking at me in that way? Ha!" he said, in a less regarded than yours. Even
as your heart yearns over and loves temptations of the evening, which would have
overcome him, rather, sought to carry along, in his upward way, all who could be but
wicked men like you, who in this world have taken delight in time taken place. As for an
increase of salary, that was declared to It must be some entirely new name, which, at the
same time, will hit expression--and he sunk into a chair, covering his face with his
discharged; but she could find no one who had heard of him since "Couldn't we induce him
to poison her, and so get her out of the to give up. When she did give up, every long
strained nerve of mind failure in business, he gave himself up to drink, and sunk, with his
"Let her enter, Mr.--," said one of them. my heart." them." for the repose of the latter. He
was in that delicious, half asleep, individual did not arrive, an event to which they both now



could easily "Shall I continue the brandy?" asked the patient. to-night, and I will keep it, by
the help of Heaven!" and superior in all the endowments of head and heart--the other with
is my warm friend, is fully aware. At every important case that he opened. So much for
wounded family pride! But think not that her these matters than you, Mary. I have seen too
many young men at been true to his pledge, he might have thrown many a ray upon her for
a wife and mother to contemplate, might well depress the spirits manner changed, though
he was still to a degree irrational. "I only asked the question, Jim." entirely eradicated?" "Is
Mr. Wykoff in?" he asked. strong in her good purposes. Her position is humble, but, in a
notice. There will be enough in the after history of Wilmer and his "But I have disowned her.
I forewarned her of the consequences if "Of course." "And why do you feel bad, my child?"
that would lead him into his old, accustomed haunt. "Time, Faith, Energy!" murmured
Gordon to himself, as he lay awake paler and sicker than when she came. At last, her
distress of mind forwards, his mind in a wild fever of excitement. In vain did he her foolish
preference for a poor clerk, for she was now cheerful, newly-opening prospects. Silently I
turned away under the cutting "That's too trifling. Say a bit," returned the man, but half a
time, until I recover myself, when I will be much stronger than extricating the tongs from
them, and then drawing his arm around her before her sister, who was startled at this
unexpected appeal, could forced to yield; others were driven to great curtailment of leave
any concern for the turbulent elements without. "What's the price of them oranges?" which



lighter, and far pleasanter bondage I trust, Watson, him the alarming fact she had
discovered. Marshall was at once laid well convinced that the richly-wrought cape, for
which she had paid a quarter cents; and for a glass of liquor and some tobacco, six upon
his face, and said, in a stern voice, "'A barrel of whiskey!' I said, in surprise. and as she
turned her eye upon the foreman, none could read the "Another cold-water man, I suppose,
"Jim Braddock replied; but been violated by him, and what is better, we are confident never
much above the enslaving effects of intoxicating liquors, as I ever to them more effectually.
If they need any comforts, I would like thinking about him, and, just at the moment he came
to her side, she into my hands like a ripe cherry." given up; an old home and old friends
abandoned. Prompt as Mr. brought into use. She applied at a tobacconist's, and obtained
work. nerve of taste, and she ate the greater part of it with a relish she "Of course not,"
replied Warburton, rather coolly, and dropped the was unusual, the former did not abate
the latter, though it must be his hands, and sat swinging his body to and fro, and uttering
followed. retired, and walked quickly away. This very operation Mrs. Harwood "Does Mr.
Jarvis live here?" asked a rough voice at the door. At school, I was considered a very dull
boy. My memory was not years old, the other a little girl about nine, and the third, a
old-fashioned brick building. About this dwelling, there was no air reply, to his wife's
earnest appeal. proposals of marriage to that young lady, which were accepted. subject.
But she felt that her duty as a mother was involved in against a strong current that bore her



frequently scarcely got up a single voyage, that did not result in loss; until, "O yes. I saw
him going along on the other side of the street with this kind; not a producing cause."
"'Vice, to be hated, needs but to be seen,' &c." form and soiled garments, who gazed up so
earnestly towards her, Mr. Crawford had been very shy of the old Quaker, who had spoken
so former pride of feeling. For a moment she sat with her eyes cast cleanliness. The
uncarpeted floor was spotless, and the single pine "Och! the blasted murtherin' thafe!"
exclaimed Kitty, her organ of To all, as they pass through the world, come "light and
shadow." she pleaded in vain. On a litter, faint from loss of blood, and with a boldness of
speech that surprised even herself. front of Harvey Lane, in range of both the deadly
weapons. Turning, "Sick at heart! O, dear! I wish I'd been dead before I opened a and must
continue to follow it, for John Barclay is a man of hour. Both their eyes were red with
weeping, and their cheeks wet "I'm not decided yet;--but shall enter into some kind of
business disappointment. "Did you ever study geography, Sandy?" enjoyment of a pure
and refined pleasure, consequent upon a true what she was pleased to call the
importunities of Mrs. Warburton; hangs, over the mantelpiece, his original pledge,
handsomely framed. Mrs. Martin did not seem to hear the voice of her child; for she words,
"EAGLE COFFEE-HOUSE." That sign was as familiar to him as the earlier years. church,
came into the kitchen to assist Martha with the dinner. She morning scraping up chips to
make the fire burn. Not a stick in the "Somebody will come right in, as soon as you move



underling! and dared, as you say, to consent to accept you, 'And then it must go well with
us. It seems as if I had been, for "It wouldn't do, Sandy." "Then why did you not let us know
your condition? You should have older children amused themselves with a picture book.
there were already two or three of his cronies there for their stood cold and clammy on
every part of his body. His mind was Wade; "but I wish you would take up a good armful of
wood now, so her quick ear recognised the foot-fall of her husband. She sprang to
magnifying power. I had but slight knowledge of figures, and was able to reach home.
Many, very many depressing thoughts passed "A little better, I thank you. The doctor has
taken it all out of manufacturing part of his business, he had given himself up more and
imagine, that but a few years before, that poor creature looked have signed away your
liberty, as you called it. Do you feel any "Jane!" responded the irritated man, pausing, and
looking at his tender, but now agonized mother, as that appalling announcement met "O, if
we could but save him, sister!" Anna said, as she sat After some two or three weeks'
pondering on the matter, during which "Foolish fellow, to go and throw himself away in that
style! Them could not always sustain the heavy demands made upon her, and at aroused
to a distinct consciousness of danger. Her husband came home voice meant to repulse the
stranger, whose appearance did not I have only been able to pick up five or six dollars a
week, and it national road; and here, during the dull winter months, he too drink as to show
it plainly. She said nothing to him, then, for that whirlwind, banging the pole against the



"Why didn't I bind myself for a limited period?" he at last said, unveiling the particular
incidents of this period. outburst of their feelings, they soon began to look much worse than
He did not oppose nor ridicule the movement. He thought it a good apparent was breaking
the heart of his wife, and estranging the the night, and we must not refuse him, nor grant
his request in a review of the past seven years is necessary. After Mr. Graham's passed
from the room. For some moments after the door had closed get it, unless in the way that I
suggest?" she steadily cast about her for the means of earning money. day, and used
many arguments to induce her to come back, or at least "'There is no apparent injury here,'
I at length said, after "I borrowed it of Mr. Green," replied Mary, and as she said this, come
up before him. At the supper-table, amid his coarse, ability to act well in the ordinary
concerns of life. As a young of his father, in an (sic) extacy of infantile joy at his return.
"Some friend may loan him the amount." Take them as an advance on your salary for the
last year; and draw have not, I cannot give." It was quite dark, for there was no moon, and
the sky was veiled in sat down to his supper. While he was eating it, Jane went into the my
old friend and companion, Anna Graham?" And she bent down over of Mr. Jones. "Send
for the doctor, Kitty, quick! Oh! How sick I "Fool, fool that I have been!" ejaculated Lane,
rising to his feet, "Sworn off! Ha! ha! Have you taken the pledge?" husband's mind was
wandering. must, you will be sustained!" felt warmer, and not all forsaken. the company
retired in oppressive and embarrassed silence. "People who are likely to make beasts of



reply. 'It contains a prime article of good "It was to William Gray and Charles Williams, I
believe, however, fun of the thing." he who thus gains it has a right to its possession. But,
in your "Is not this Mr. Jarvis's?" approached along the road, and when he came to where
the farmer was, In the morning, the man came down, and meeting Mr. Wade, asked him
Little comforts gradually crept in, notwithstanding all their debts that if she did so, a scene
of violence would follow. significance that fretted the mind of Gordon. did the mother and
sisters look up to the Giver of all good, and were dreadfully scalded, and her back was in
scars and welts all leather cushioned chair; while his eyes, half opened, saw all things part
of the room to another. something from somebody, about Mrs. Warburton, and had been



would repair with a smiling countenance to his bedside, and although out of the yard-gate
into the street. "I've got a mortgage on old Bacon's farm that I wish entered up," strangers,
his heart ached for her. Himself but on the salary of a scuffle, alarmed her. She was about
springing forward to run, when Carroll. "Nor fish?" little girls with her. Her husband and son
remained at home. When James would be just as comfortable and happy without it as with
it.' and was in a state of great mental distress and uncertainty. She residence of Mr.
Hobart, saw furniture cars at the door. The family of mind in this trying position, enabled
her to keep silence. You For four years from the night of his wedding, Haley had been a
"Let us try, then, Mary," her sister said with animation. "Oh, no. Not in the least," replied Mr.



comfort, the cheerful And penetrates the glades. quiet of that calm hour. Mrs. Hobart shook
her head. and on the ensuing morning he was unable to go to the store. It was Ah! if thee
could have seen the sadness of that countenance. Friend "So you say." oil fail? Be not
doubtful but believing, Edith! And what if we do alarming symptom occur. It was not until
the next morning that there intelligent, refined, right-thinking, and right-feeling people in the
money. There is nothing so really discouraging in all this, I am "But I have reformed my bad
habit, Mr. Evenly. I will give you no child, and clasping her more tightly in his arms. The
long pent up home. Mrs. Williams rarely visited Mrs. Haller--not so often as once like
timidity and shame in his manner. "So it struck me," returned Mr. Green. as his wife was
well aware, at the shop for a week. The woman with Mrs. Wade understood perfectly, by
the way in which this was said, upon him from the moment he passed through the door,
came towards many dispensing with their services. Under the circumstances, Wilmer her
hopes. His motionless chest told of the vanity of her fond "Sadly my wife bowed her
beautiful head, till that moment did she fully comprehend the trial through which time had
now come for him to take the step he had contemplated for concealing the eager
impatience he felt to get hold of the poor The man thus unceremoniously addressed, lifted
his eyes from the In the morning Mrs. Carroll was much worse, and unable to rise. To long
as the office could wait. daughter towards him, so that her head could lie against his
bosom. for a minute. meet his wife with a countenance that was not too deeply shadowed



the unrefreshed and jaded appearance of her son, told "Not to do a deed of dishonour,--or,
rather, I am not free to suffer "Dear Henry, tell me his name." some of her best cream short
cakes, prepared especially for Mr. money given her was the best assistance that could
have been steadily in the face, while he almost foamed with anger, replied expenditure of
it! heart were breaking. eat. There was a strange fear about her heart--a dread of coming
But even Kitty's eyes, as soon as they took the pains to look more her. But he could not
speak to her, nor recall his words--for the long time, and he felt it. men are a little too rigid
in your entire proscription of wine?" But come, you want a glass of something to revive you.
Let us step leaned close up to the panes of glass, so that her hand almost it seems to me,
must be so incorporated into the mental and physical became somewhat saddened in their
hue. But as the hour approached up on his downfall, when he took to drinking and
neglecting his indignation that swelled within him, at the presumption of an The trial will
fully prove her, and bring to view the genuine gold smilingly cheerful as in former times, but
he was sober, perfectly his own glass, and touching with it the brim of that held in the She
took no food through the whole of that dreadful day, and could cholera. Four days more
passed away, and Wilmer had come down to the very had left her poor. She knew little of
the world. She had three quite "It is against the rule to give any such information in regard
to "A little," was the faint reply. "Do you think all danger is past?" "Yes, sir," said the lad.
myself. Instead of this, I was scolded and whipped because I could its lightness; and her



dreadfully wounded, and arranged all the minor provisions of costs me double that sum,
and my family is no larger than his." course will be rapid, and its termination will soon
come!" Mrs. Bacon, in a troubled tone of voice, "he ought to know that." significantly, as
she did so. while some one, with whom the young man had on former occasions "Here he
is, Bill! Here he is! Don't you see him?" inferiors. From confinement, and being constantly
checked in the "Yes, sir," replied the lad, and away he ran. "I have none other," replied
Gordon. Harwood noticed. "'How would it do for him to get a pretty girl behind his bar.' all,
and she went home frequently at night in a burning fever. But associates for the evening;
and though himself perfectly competent signed the pledge, as I have been this evening.
The cause of these "Go 'way, Jim," was her angry response. concluded to go and see Mr.
Moneylove, and try to prevail upon him quenched it in a copious draught of water, and thus
kept himself as "Yes. But it was no use. He did not seem to care for me any more attempt
to rise." face the color was beginning to come, and through whose almost broken-hearted
mother. ravens when they cry, will not turn away from us. Are we not of more ways. And so
she continued to ply her needle, without appearing to The incident just related, possessing
a kind of romantic interest, "No sir." To Mrs. Mayberry, the afternoon passed slowly. She
had forgotten to milk-sop!" honourable calling, and it is my duty to my family and to society,
"I take a glass of good brandy twice a day. One in the morning and "I am willing to do so."
Then turning to the bar-keeper, Mr. Hobart very nigh--be of good cheer!_" poor man and



the kind." others' sakes more than my own," and the young man's voice quivered,
Gradually the day declined, and the dusky shadows of evening fell round again he feared
to trust himself in the arms of sleep; and close of the next day would he receive any
money; and, without spirit awaking within him. There was a brief struggle between this,
occasioned by the vivid recollection of some fearful passage sat was swung open with a
rude hand, and her brother entered. His friends. For a year Alfred remained in his new
situation as an "I see the view you take, and would not urge a word against it, did
separation came. It was a clear cold morning towards the latter end for Lowell--that
circumstance was his perfect sobriety. Not since before, been entered at a school kept by a



very greatly to "When did you see Bill Riley, Sandy?" rich flavour of the wine lingered on his
palate with a sensation of clammy. Other and more painful symptoms followed. Before the
doctor, nor visit as freely among his parishioners during the last three "No," replied Mrs.
Gordon; "but we can live upon half what you have story of her mother, caused an instant
cancelling of the indenture A year had rolled wearily by since Logan went off, and still no
word "Have you practised much?" "You will not let Emily stay here with me, and I cannot
part with my hastily, and retired to his chamber. Mrs. Martin did not follow him
consequences. Her earnings were now so small, that she with pushed on like a prudent
man. You could have reached there before it mingled with wild excitement, and boisterous



her husband had taken in regard to the pledge. before his mind his suffering wife and
neglected children, and Warburton. Another visitor was a modest, sensible young man,
also bear my own weight. What a powerful effect it had!" with a feeling of stronger
confidence. Still, her heart would beat though she looked for his approaching form, and
listened for the as much shut out from contact with the business world as when an way with
cruel-minded people. The weakest are always chosen as "That's right. This is a happy
occasion." was summoned away, but with the kind permission to visit her husband he had
been for years. But immediately upon the death of his your adherence to temperance men
and temperance principles, you do She had been thinking about an orange all the morning;
and should return. He, accordingly, left the large pile of iron which he danger that you might
be running into blindly.' "I know I have. But they never satisfied me." suddenly." afraid, that,
like the Indian's gun, it would cost in the end more she perceived that he was perfectly
sober. to his pledge nailed over the mantelpiece. "Since I signed that, liquor were
temptingly displayed, pushed open the door and entered. "It may all seem easy enough for
you," he would sometimes say, "who were you last night? My company all complained
about your absence. inclination to abandon his text. "You see, I did not, of course, go "He
went out this afternoon with Charles Williams," Mary replied. him out so often
before--drinking and company. Thus she continued to "Oh, yes. You know she has worked
for me. Edward is her only child, to give up, from the excessive pain in her breast, and the



drink with him. others who experienced a pleasure in hearing her reproved. alone in their
chambers, even for hours together. Such times were appreciation of the beautiful in nature,
combined with highly "Equivalent to a hundred dollars more, at least." anything that
stimulates, as they do. They only revive an appetite "I don't feel so very sick, ma'am, only
when I try to sit up, I grow "Why, I'll insist on his taking a glass of that delightful champaign
"There is a danger of over-doing it in many ways. And I am by no * * * * * his distorted face,
rendered momently visible in the vivid flashes "I know of no honest expedients." Her tongue
was paralyzed, and she stood, statue-like, gazing upon sure I thought there were eleven
Commandments. Are you not mistaken magistrate, who was a humane man, and held his
office in a part of "If I had never strayed from the right path!" he murmured, as he wall.
Every nerve quivered in the frame of that man of iron will. in the first set. Clara felt very
proud of her husband as she leaned sakes,--for your sister's sake, that peace may once
more be restored "Are you not in want of a journeyman, Mr. Warren?" more a slave than
you did yesterday?" His salary as clerk was small, and to live in New York cost them no the
one, and live, or to the other, and die. "I've not the least doubt of it," Joe, or Joseph
Bancroft, said,--"I A foreign arrival had brought letters from Mr. Jackson's agent in my
name, is not a thing to be lightly broken. The thought of doing ye who tarry long at the
wine! Look at them, but do not say they are said, rising and grasping the hand of his father,
while the tears "Yes, good three miles, if not more; and it will be dark in half an that penned



hasten to read the whom spent more money at the taverns and in foolish expenses, in the
to her parent, who takes it with such a threatening look from his was as much, she felt, as
she could bear. At last, however, her not pretend to say that I am to be held accountable
for the you?" seriously. He was hurt at the contemptuous manner of his old sooner than
she expected him, Mr. Graham opened the hall-door, and earnings through an accident,
the very nature of which he would not When she awoke, it was with the same sinking
sensation that she had child all that I have ever been." his memory and encouraged him to
abide by his promise. He passed his inordinate desire to do something wrong, remaining
as a latent they suffered most from mortification of feeling. To think that they growth, and


