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Presents a clear, logically-fram

ed 
exposition of a current, pressing 
problem

 

Illustrates exceptional ability to craft a 
clear exposition of a precisely-fram

ed 
problem

 and sustain a cogent 
narrative. The essay addresses clear 
research questions w

ith sophistication 
and specificity, describing, fram

ing, and 
discussing the harm

s and context of 
the problem

 w
ith purpose and 

precision. 
 

Problem
 is fram

ed in a clear and 
reasonably specific m

anner. The essay 
addresses appropriate research 
questions w

ith precision; it describes, 
fram

es, and discusses the harm
s and 

context of the problem
 w

ith purpose 
and precision. 

Exposition of the problem
 lacks som

e clarity, but 
is still relevant and fairly specific. The essay is 
generally m

otivated by research questions w
hile 

lacking som
e specificity. M

ay not fram
e the 

problem
 clearly and narrow

ly, or m
ay lack in 

description of the harm
s or historical/rhetorical 

foundations of the problem
. 

Exposition of the problem
 is vague, irrelevant, 

or lacking in specificity. Essay does not evince 
a research agenda, or does not succeed in 
fram

ing a coherently-described problem
. 

Problem
 is not justified in term

s of harm
s, 

and/or lacks clearly-identified causes. 

R
esearch is coherent and 

varied, consisting of sources that 
are relevant, tim

ely, and credible 

Research goes w
ell beyond the 

m
inim

um
 requirem

ents for the 
assignm

ent. Sources cohere in focus, 
but vary in term

s of genre and 
disciplinary perspective. Student show

s 
an exceptional ability to identify 
sources that are relevant and credible, 
offering deep evidentiary support for 
the essay’s argum

ents. 

Research goes beyond the m
inim

um
 

requirem
ents for the assignm

ent. 
Sources cohere in focus, but vary in 
term

s of genre and disciplinary 
perspective. Student show

s an ability to 
identify sources that are relevant  and 
credible, offering good evidentiary 
support for the essay’s argum

ents. 

Research m
eets the m

inim
um

 requirem
ents for 

the assignm
ent. Sources m

ostly cohere in focus 
and offer som

e variety in term
s of genre and 

disciplinary perspective. N
ot all sources are 

relevant and/or credible, leading to an occasional 
lack of support for the essay’s argum

ents. 

Research does not m
eet the m

inim
um

 
requirem

ents for the assignm
ent in one or 

m
ore w

ays. Sources m
ay lack in coherence or 

variety. N
ot all sources are relevant, and/or 

credible, leading to a frequent lack of support 
for the essay’s argum

ents.  

D
em

onstrates effective 
organization and style – for a 
particular purpose, w

ithin a 
particular genre, to a particular 
audience 

Show
s exceptional control in both 

paragraph coherence and unity that 
leads to a w

ell-structured essay. 
C

onnections betw
een problem

 
statem

ent and body paragraphs, and 
am

ong body paragraphs, are clear. The 
structure of the essay enhances the 
argum

ent as w
ell as adheres to the 

genre expectations of an academ
ic 

essay for an academ
ic audience.  

Show
s effective control in both 

paragraph coherence and unity that 
leads to a w

ell-structured essay. 
C

onnections betw
een problem

 
statem

ent and body paragraphs, and 
am

ong body paragraphs, are usually 
clear. The structure of the paper serves 
the argum

ent as w
ell as adheres to the 

genre expectations of an academ
ic essay 

for an academ
ic audience. 

Show
s control in both paragraph coherence and 

unity that leads to a structured essay. 
C

onnections betw
een problem

 statem
ent and 

body paragraphs, and am
ong body paragraphs, 

are only som
etim

es clear. The structure of the 
essay m

ay detract from
 the argum

ent but m
ostly 

adheres to the genre expectations of an 
academ

ic essay for an academ
ic audience. 

Lacks paragraph coherence and unity that 
leads to a w

ell-structured essay. C
onnections 

betw
een problem

 statem
ent and body 

paragraphs, and am
ong body paragraphs, are 

often unclear. The structure of the essay does 
not serve the argum

ent, or m
ay not adhere to 

the genre expectations of an academ
ic essay 

for an academ
ic audience. 

Situates, integrates, and 
contextualizes different types of 
evidence effectively w

hile 
distinguishing the w

riter’s voice 
from

 those of sources  

The w
riter selects and integrates a 

variety of evidence (popular, scholarly, 
prim

ary-source, secondary-source, 
and m

ultim
odal evidence) w

ith 
exceptional facility to support claim

s. 
Able to integrate all sources sm

oothly 
and appropriately into an argum

ent. 
The sources gracefully support and 
develop the argum

ent w
ithout 

overw
helm

ing the w
riter’s ow

n voice.  

The w
riter selects and integrates a 

variety of evidence com
petently to 

support claim
s. Integrates the m

aterial 
appropriately, though not as sm

oothly 
as superior essays. The sources support 
and develop the argum

ent, though not 
as rigorously as superior essays.  

The w
riter generally selects a variety of evidence 

com
petently, but does not consistently support 

claim
s. C

onnection betw
een claim

 and evidence 
m

ay be occasionally unclear. The w
riter 

som
etim

es struggles to integrate m
aterial into an 

argum
ent, and the source m

aterial occasionally 
overw

helm
s the argum

ent. 

The w
riter generally selects and integrates 

evidence com
petently, but does not 

consistently support claim
s.  Evidence m

ay 
lack variety in one or m

ore w
ays. Fails to 

synthesize body of research. C
onnection 

betw
een claim

 and evidence is frequently 
unclear. Fails to integrate the m

aterial 
sm

oothly and appropriately into the 
argum

ent.  

Language, style, and tone 
appropriate to genre and 
audience expectations 

Prose is articulate, clear, and precise. 
The essay is virtually free of errors in 
m

echanics, usage, gram
m

ar and 
spelling.  

Prose is m
ostly clear and precise. The 

essay is usually free of errors in 
m

echanics, usage, gram
m

ar and spelling.  

Prose features som
e lapses in clarity and 

precision. M
inor errors are never so severe that 

the essay is difficult to follow
.  

Prose often lacks clarity and precision, 
presenting difficulties for reader 
com

prehension. Frequent sentence-lev      el 
errors affect readability.  

Form
atting, citations, and 

academ
ic ethos 

M
LA-form

atted in-text citations are 
offered as appropriate throughout, 
m

aterial (language, ideas, inform
ation) 

Essay features M
LA

-form
atted in-text 

citations and W
orks C

ited page. 
M

aterial (language, ideas, inform
ation) is 

Essay features M
LA

-form
atted in-text citations 

and W
orks C

ited page. M
aterial (language, ideas, 

Essay lacks M
LA-form

atted in-text citations 
and/or W

orks C
ited page. M

aterial (language, 



is alw
ays properly attributed to 

sources, and the essay features a 
correctly-form

atted W
orks C

ited 
page. 

alw
ays properly attributed to sources. 

Som
e errors in form

atting. 
inform

ation) is alw
ays attributed to sources. 

Frequent or m
ajor errors in form

atting. 
ideas, inform

ation) is not alw
ays properly 

attributed to sources. Lack of form
atting. 
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