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“lobe- There has indeed been a great conflict between g
b life thrm‘xghout the world,. and America does ordf r:?;qllar and
s secular sld.e of the fight. Financial aid provided (o | rily sup-
o di Arabia, Jordan, and. I.srael has shored fis theead;rs? in
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hold as cosmic enemy. This was brought home to me in Gaza
od with the Hamas leader, Dr. Abdul Aziz Rantisi, about his
o attitude toward America and its pro-Israeli stance. As Dr.
ffered me coffee in the comfortable living room of his home, he
dged that the United States was a secondary foe because of its
a0 in Israel’s existence and its oppression of Palestinian Arabs.
point of view, it deserved to be treated as an enemy. What
ividual Americans, I cautiously asked him, raising the exam-
erican professors. Would such people be targeted?
Rantisi responded, somewhat surprised. “You don’t count.
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the same criteria listed at the end of the previoys
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le who perpetrated terrorist acts do so for ¢
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ost religious activists do not appear to think tactically. Rat helr
to deal strategically with their opponents, craft tact.ics ane(;
ays to discredit them, the activists see themselves as eng,aged
truggle, in which the discrediting of opponents comes natu-
rhaps even secondarily. Prior to delegitimization and satan-
e sense of being involved in a cosmic war.
-~ have seen, the idea of cosmic war is compelling to religious
i hecause it ennobles and exalts those who consider themselves a
especially those who have been desperate about their situa-
efiant in resisting them. In that sense the concept is not just
delegitimization but at dehumiliation: it provides escape
ting and impossible predicaments for those who otherwise
nobilized by them. They become involved in terrorism,
belittle their enemies, but to provide themselves with a sense
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words of his grandfather Rabbi

eir Ettinger echoed the
in seeing the cosmic struggle as a series of humiliations.
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