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; blishcd sertlements in Palestinian Arab territories, and Meir
{'poke of creating an ir?dependent state of Judea on the West
Rt a rally of radical Jewish settlers held in the ballroom of the
ton Hotel in Jerusalem, I saw Kahane unfurl a flag dedighedito
2 ay this new state. Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale’s command
1 India was also in locations claimed by his movement, based
e Damdami Taksal ashram and then in the Sikhs’ Golden Tem-
nritsar.

groups that did not physically live together, such as the far-flung
setwork involved in the 9/11 attack, developed such an intense
onship and such tight bonds of association that it was impossible
stsiders—including government informants—to penetrate them.
in such groups, the bonds that held them together could
1e strained, and only strong leadership and ideological commit-
abled them to cohere. And even these ties were frayed at times.
flung network of ISIS supporters faced such a challenge when
ovement’s territorial control began to crumble under the military
ts of the Iraq and Syrian governments and their allies. Quite likely
cts of violence—though targeted at the cosmic enemy—were con-
to pull the group together. In these instances—undetected !)y the
- who is baffled at the purposes of such terrorists acts—their acts
| :beeﬂtdi(ected at an internal audience, especially wayward or schls-
it fwehons, that needed demonstrations of power to be held in lme. :
noted earlier in this book, this was why many of these ter.ronst,-:gq_s :
w0t been proclaimed to the world: the intended audience had

ious beheadings and acts of torture have
he movement’s own members, pumshlflg» the
they challeng
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~ novement, but with those of the American sovernment. He said thys
~ the attacks on clinics were also attacks on the government that stood
~ behind them and on the secular valyes that supported such instity-
 tions.” Religious violence may indeed ¢
sions, schisms, and a sense of failed m

omentum, but it is usually justi-
~ fied in terms of cosmic war and the primary struggle with an external
~ foe—the satanic enemy.
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In fact, activist groups have often made some effort to be consistent in
 their struggle and not just attack for the sake of atta

;_' violence, such as the bombings of the U, embassy in Africa, were
 intended to show that when threats were made they would be honored.
~ Inthis regard, the Kashmiri rebels who killed their American and Buro-
~ pean hostages were said to have found themselves in a dilemma: they‘did ,
-~ not hecessarily want to murder the young men, they said, but felt they
 badan obligation to be true to their word after they had publically threat-
-~ enedto kill them if their demands were not met. ISIS hastakqn i
- stand when i has made demands and then, after there-wa;sndf eshe
- them, decideq that they had to carry out their threats;tt_)» torture.
- Morder tg e credible. Mike Bray told me that Paul Hill

“gl%ﬁng abortion clinic staff by people such as Flip B
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{ what René Girard has described as Mimesis. ¢

Ina ::ll;l?;i(;a ting their rivals but also showing their Soeci.
no:11s hat they believed their rivals would understand, M orit in
;:rve used their courtroom trials as arenas to convey the mm:cu""'
chrough their acts they were'sparring with the government an m& tlm
\ by accusing it of abandoning the very values it professed. Ag ye, 0
seen, Timothy McVeigh cited Justice Brandeis in implying thag s e
government had set a bad example; Ande.rs Breivik admitte -& i
bility for his killings but pleaded “not guilty” since he thoughe that he .
cather than the Norwegian government had taken the mq i hlgh ~
ground; and the World Trade Center defendants called the U.S. per..
ment of Justice the department of “injustice.” The Pensacola aboy
clinic attacker, Paul Hill, during his trial also said the gove; =
was convicting him of murder was “unjust.”® In the mme :
the ISIS supporters’ Twitter accounts that [ have observed
deaths caused by ISIS with those caused by its enemies. Tt
porter said that Americans will “kill you and then m
how hard it was for them to do it,” while the Shi’
then use your tragedy to attract sympa fhy.
perpetrated by the Hamas ‘movement in resic
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem were, as one
Israel,” intended as interactions with
the most domestic of their u
show that “Hamas canns '
people is zero.”® In that sense the me
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ademocratic one.”% Goldstein’s massacre, I was told by one of hi
lowers, displayed how serious he was abo

ut that choice.ﬂfheisnp‘
went on to tell me that now “Jews will have to learn to worsh
national way.,

"% Yoel Lerner agreed with this position, te
 bis opinion Israel should not be a democracy but a ¢
~ society based on the principle of Jewish law.¥”

This idea of a nation based on religious ;laiv:'is
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United 513 husiastic about such a development. For tha a:: try
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rights, a radical federalism that would a]1gy ¢..* Bray

: tate’s '
::: r;;:;‘e:i Zf political rule in cacl‘l‘ state. .Bray. suggested a‘:’ ;:r diffe.
» of power that would allow Chflstlan civilization” g g, . &
nd “other civilizations” in others.’! States ol Urigh in
be bound together only for their common military defense, 1 ; sn {
posal not unlike the “10 percent solution” offered by the Aryan Na
leader Richard Butler, who advocated that 1o percent of A mc::oq
ritory—such as the states of Idaho and Montana—be de dicated g te&
Christians. 2 ) Whie
The establishment of a rule based on religious law is the‘pf' e
of many Muslim groups, such as the caliphate proclaimed |, ;lmary :
al-Baghdadi in instituting the Islamic State. Every issue )
azine, Dabig, contained articles about how righteous s
ruled under its understanding of sharia law. Members of
their acceptance of sharia as the main difference between

tion and secular groups such as the Fatehﬁ rgamzam

tion
some states @
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by activists in Egyptian movements an umng
Brotherhood led the government in Egypt as
elected government after Arab Sp
regime expected it to rule in ways
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. eight of the Sikh rebellion, militants were treated z;s :;

possessed an authority rivaling that of police and other governm
# - g €
Is. Villagers 11 terrorist zones around the Punjab cities of BataT:

Tarn Taran were unwilling to report violent incidents to officials
dical youths set up their own courts and governmental ofﬁces’

can be beautiful,” I was told by a former head priest of Sikhism’s
rine,?* “but it must be the right kind of politics.” By this he
politics infused with religion, where “religion dominated poli-

than the other way around.” When the country of Khalistan

d and Sikh rule established, one of the leaders of the move-
e it would be a rule of law that would bring justice to all, not
regime that Jauded the tenets of the Sikh scriptures as
ly how this would differ from the secular form of polit-

in India, howeves remained obscure.
_hteous rule is sometimes touted by members of activist

¢ purpose of their rerrorist acts. Yet in fact, with the
ic State in Syria and Irag, and the Taliban in Afghan-
| apparatus has been created through the means of

he case of ISIS and the Taliban, and to some extent
been as disciplined

ot in Lebanon, their militia has
ctics were extreme. When other religious regimes
«ch as the Hamas takeover of Gaza, the brief
Brotherhood in Egypt, and the Islamic Revolu-
ed power by means of peaceful democratic elec-
nized military coups, not through the sporadic
of power that characterize guerrilla terrorist
do, most groups associated with terrorism
s and eschewed elections. When given e
y have usually rejected it, as radical Sikhs
ﬂl@ did attempt to win at the polls, as did
éLand the Aum Shinrikyo movement in
%@ugh it never won a national elec-
G?heﬁelcctoral votes in Lebanon has
pport was decisive in electing Michael

0 WO
during the h

ions. Hezbollah has developed 2 fair’ly%l
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264 _itia though not on the size or stfength of A Nationg| 5,
impressive lnl‘ l, r side from 18IS and the Taliban, rehgious-related l i
gcncml. h”wu«tg;l‘dm" attempt to dcvel.op effective ﬁghting f()rccsp: ':tn.
cal mu\’t"""'ttfl'_d for hit-and-run terrorist bombing. her
than those nu.u ‘ligim‘s'rclated political movements are 0y Poised
Hence mo::]q":)f power even if they were handed to them, Theimg to

assume the ¢ earn to create have been deliber,
of political order that they y tely fuzzy

P imes they have appeared to be democtatic, sometimes goci p
Somer e religious-oligarchic. Sometimes they have beep, Natin.
5"_metlm.es ql:;i:onal in scope. Islamic movements especially hyy
:ahst :lyr ;:tflll.usi on of waging a global struggle. Osama bin Laden o
’ff;:z Otf portraying himself as the.great leader of t.he Unite‘d Musip,

d in its warfare with the satanic power of America. In hig televiseg
worl mations on Al-Jazeera television following the 9/11 attacks, he i
proc aed Jlmost like the Prophet, a general gncamped in combat. Yet th,
Plclt_l:irc al order for which he is struggling is unclear—it is a shyq,
g(;rllsnational entity not fully desc.ribed. The Hal.nas' leader Abdyl Azi
Rantisi told me that what distingulsl.led his organization fl.'om Yasir Arg-
fat’s was that the Palestinian Authority was waging a‘ “national struggle”
whereas Hamas was “transnational.””’ But. what dl.d .that mean poli;-
cally? Although it is clear who these tral'lsnatlon_al activists l.la‘te, nowhere
in their program have they given a design for a global political entity—
Islamic or otherwise—that could actually administrate the results of 5
victory over American and secular rule and the emergence of a religious
revolution, should they ever achieve it.

My conclusion is that although ISIS and a few other movements for
religious nationalism have indeed been serious alternatives to secular
rule, most proponents of religious terrorism have had a less tangible
goal. Their acts have often been devices for symbolic empowerment in
wars that cannot be won and for goals that cannot be achieved. The
very absence of thought about what the activists would do if they were
victorious is sufficient indication that they have not expected to win,
and perhaps did not even want to do so. They represented a peculiar
corollary to the advice of the French theorist Frantz Fanon during A!ge-
ria’s war of independence some years ago, when he advocated terrorism
= the Algerians’ mobilizing weapon. Fanon reasoned that even small
display .of violence could have immense symbolic power by jolti{lg the
masses into an awareness of their own potency.”® What Fanon did not

realize is that for some activist groups the awareness of their poteny
all that they desire,

tion.
Pro-
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